Legal Rate Appropriation Update o3 Montana Department of

All Divisions Yu¥ LABOR & INDUSTRY

—_— HB 2 - DP 302

Purpose and Summary

This decision package is a request to increase appropriation authority across the Departments divisions for
previously approved legal rates. During the 68" Legislature the Department submitted a decision package to
increase the divisions legal rates for on-going supportive services but did not receive the corresponding
increase in appropriation. The following HB 2 Section R snapshots reflect the previous and newly approved

rates.

67th Legislature HB 2 Section R

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY - 6602

1. Centralized Services Division

a. Cost Allocation Plan 8.75% 8.85%
b. Office of Legal Services (direct hourly rate) $102 $102
68th Legislature HB 2 Section R
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY -- 6602
1. Centralized Services Division
a. Cost Allocation Plan 9.50% 9.50%
b. Office of Legal Services (direct hourly rate)
Attorneys $132 $132
Paralegals and Other Services $97 $97

Increases in legal supportive services includes, but not limited to, responsiveness to increased licensing
complaints (Up to 1,062 2024), unemployment enforcement proceedings, UEF penalties & investigations,
wage & independent wage disputes, increased rule making for occupational Boards, state and federal
compliance support related to program audits, increased state and federal data & privacy policies, internal
audit reviews, grant writing services for on-going grant programs, and RFP/RFI drafting support for
department contractual needs.

Decision Package Request
DP 302 requests an increase in appropriation authority of $842,179 in each year of the biennium to match
previously approved supportive service activities.

DP Total

Add'l Hrs  Funding
Workforce Services 1,511 S 153,813
Unemployment Insurance 1,880 S 202,062
CSD 38 S 5,809
Employment Standards 3,939 S§ 480,097
Workers Comp Court 3 S 398
Totals 7,371 S 842,179

Measurable Metrics
The Department may provide updates to the interim budget committee program specific activities which
would include general Legal budget status along with case load actuals vs projected.




