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Purpose and Summary
The Department of Labor and Industry is requesting a switch of funding source for the Human Rights Bureau

(Bureau) which will reduce the Department’s reliance on General Fund by 68%. The Bureau is charged with
enforcing state and federal laws that prohibit unlawful discrimination. When a person files a complaint, the
Bureau will complete a formal investigation of the complaint. The Bureau investigates complaints of
discrimination in employment, housing, education, public accommodations, Credit/Finance/Insurance (sex
and martial status only), and state and local governmental agency (or municipality).

The Department will utilize current State Special Revenue Employment Security Account (ESA) funds for the
Bureaus operations. ESA is funded through an employer administrative tax, .18% of taxable wages, which is
used to fund the Departments current Workforce Services and Unemployment Insurance Divisions activities.
Through realized operational efficiencies, technological modernization, and on-going business modernization
the Department has determined current budgetary resources are sufficient to appropriately transition these
activities into the ESA account.

Decision Package Request
DP503 includes an annual General Fund appropriation reduction of $1,859,421 and an annual State Special

Revenue increase of $1,859,421 for a net impact of zero appropriation. The Decision Package is dependent on

the passing of legislation to include the Human Rights Bureau in the Employment Security Act (ESA) statute
under MCA 39-51-409.

NP503-Human Right Bureau Funding Switch Fiscal Year 2026 Fiscal Year 2027
General Fund $(1,859,421.00) $(1,859,421.00)
State Special Revenue $ 1,859,421.00 $ 1,859,421.00
Change to HB2 Budget $ - $ -

Measurable Metrics
The measurement of success is a sustainable funding source for the Bureau’s activities that has a positive

impact to the General Fund with no disruption of service delivery resulting from the funding switch.


https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0390/chapter_0510/part_0040/section_0090/0390-0510-0040-0090.html

