
 
 
Purpose and Summary 
This decision package requests a reduction of 1.0 Position Budgeted for the departments 
administratively attached Board of Public Accountants (Board), which is established in 2-15-1756, 
MCA. Per Title 37 Chapter 50 of MCA, the Board is charged with setting and maintaining minimum 
standards of qualification and practice for all licensees in working to protect the public. Previously, 
the Board utilized department positions budgeted to aid in the administration of application 
processing which has since switched to external staff through a contract with the National 
Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA). Utilizing contracted services has resulted in 
efficiencies within government while providing additional efficiency opportunities by further 
streamlining the application process for applicants who utilize NASBA for other qualification 
purposes, such as examination scores.  
 
In addition to this external assistance, the Board in 2021 processed an administrative rule change 
that directly impacted its operations through the reduction of meetings and application review. Prior 
to that rule change, every application required board review which utilized a significant amount of 
staff time both in reviewing applications but also preparing materials for board meetings which 
occurred up to 9 times a year. During calendar year (CY) 2024 the board issued 409 licenses and 
maintained oversight of 3,479 total licensees.   
 
The board now meets quarterly, and application review is limited to nonroutine applications. 
Nonroutine applications generally include applications that have qualification issues through 
education or other requirements, as well as applicants who may have criminal convictions.  
 
 
Decision Package Request 
1 Position Budgeted Reduction – ($95,118) 
 

 
 
 

Measurable Metrics 
Department may report, as requested, to the interim budget committee(s) the Board of Public 
Accountants application processing data which reflects the on-going successes of timely application 
processing and assessment.   

FY2025 FY2026 FY2027
Personal Services 165,002$              69,884$       69,884$      
Operating 212,222$              212,222$     212,222$    
Total 377,224$              282,106$     282,106$    
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