A Department of Defense Youth Program

PROPOSED BILLINGS SITE
We have the opportunity to establish a STARBASE
classroom at the Billings Armed Forces Reserve
Center (BAFRC) in Billings, MT.
Billings Public Schools have offered their support

and willingness to participate in the STARBASE
Billings program once established.
At the federal level, DoD STARBASE requests to be
funded at $60M, which would provide enough fund
to establish the STARBASE Billings location.

WHO WE ARE
STARBASE is a FREE, 100 % federally funded
Department of Defense youth outreach program
specializing in hands-on science, technology,
engineering, art, and math (STEAM) education.
STARBASE Montana is administered by the
Montana Department of Military Affairs, led by
Major General J. Peter Hronek.

LOCATIONS

STARBASE has classrooms at Fort Harrison in
Helena (est. 2007) and at the 120th Airlift Wing in
Great Falls (est. 2011). STARBASE locations are
limited to existing military installations, allowing
students the opportunity to interact with military
personnel, exploring careers and real-world
STEAM applications.

WHAT WE DO
Every fifth grade class within the Helena and
Great Falls school districts are bused to their local
STARBASE classroom where STARBASE
instructors provide 5 days (or 25 hours) of
exemplary STEAM instruction. Each STARBASE
location also offers afterschool programs and
summer camps to youth in grades 3-12, including
outreach on Montana Indian Reservations.

e Disaster and Emergency Services
e Montana Youth Challenge Academy
e Montana Veterans Affairs Division

Department of Military Affairs

e STARBASE
e Montana Air National Guard
e Montana Army National Guard

MONTANA

AS OF JANUARY 2025,
STARBASE HAS SERVED

29.769 ©

MONTANA YOUTH

SINCE 2007 EACH STARBASE SITE

INSTRUCTS AN
AVERAGE OF

1,000

S5TUDENTS EACH YEAR

OF 255 GRADUATING SENIORS
IN GREAT FALLS & HELENA

90%

STILL FEEL THEIR TIME IN
STARBASE WAS VALUABLE

Evidence indicates that students attending
STARBASE increase their knowledge, skills,
attitudes, and confidence in STEAM.
This is important to our nation’s future in
preparing the next STEAM workforce of

scientists and engineers.

32% (82) of 255 Great Falls and Helena
graduates surveyed in 2025 plan to pursue a
STEAM occupation directly because of their

time at STARBASE.

“THANK YOU FOR LETTING US DO SPHERO
BOATS, THE SALT WATER DENSITY
INVESTIGATION, AND COMPUTER-AIDED
DESIGN. | HAVE NEVER HAD A BETTER WEEK IN
MY LIFE! | HOPE | CAN DO STARBASE

[ADVANCED] IN MIDDLE SCHOOL.

2022 Lincoln Elementary 5th Grade
Student, Call Sign: "Nobody"
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ORGANIZATION STRUCTURE

Kara Bates Tangedal

STARBASE Montana Director/Program Manager

Kaylee Nathe

Director*/Program Specialist 2 (1 PB)
STARBASE Fort Harrison

Kara Bates Tangedal

Director* /Program Manager (1 PB)
STARBASE Great Falls

e STARBASE
e Montana Air National Guard

e Montana Army National Guard

(Vacant)

Director*/Program Specialist 2 (1 PB)

STARBASE Billings

AN

Karen Grindstaff

Office Manager*/Program
Specialist 1 (Modified)
STARBASE Fort Harrison

/

Coburn Currier

Instructor®
(Contracted)
STARBASE Fort Harrison

Devon Lawson Teryn Brown
Instructor®/Deputy Office Manager* /Deputy
Director*® Director*/Program
(Contracted) Specialist 1 {1 PB)
STARBASE STARBASE Great Falls
Fort Harrison ]
\ Lisa Hering
Kinsey Vavruska
Instructor®
Advanced Coordinator* (Contracted)
(Contracted) STARBASE Great Falls

STARBASE Fort Harrison

Blaine Goosen

Instructor® &
Deputy Director*
(Contracted)

Office
Manager*/Program
Specialist 1 (1 PB)

STARBASE Billings

STARBASE
Great Falls

\

* Denotes required federal STARBASE staffing model titles

Shannon Mclnerney

Advanced Coordinator*
(Contracted)
STARBASE Great Falls

[

Instructor* (1 PB)

STARBASE Billings

Instructor* /Deputy

Director* (1 PB)

STARBASE Billings
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DECISION PACKAGES

SWPL 1 Personal Services

The budget includes a reduction of $5.417 in FY 2026 and 53,899 in FY 2027 to annualize various personal services costs including FY
2025 statewide pay plan, benefitrate adjustments, longevity adjustments related to incumbents in each position at the time of the
snapshot, and vacancy savings.

Fiscal Year General Fund State Special Federal Funds Total Request
FY 2026 - - (5.417.00) (5,417.00)
FY 2027 - - (3,899.00) (3,899.00)
Biennium Total - - (9,316.00) (9,316.00)

SWPL 2 Fixed Costs

The request includes 37,359 in FY 2026 and $7,206 in FY 2027 to provide the funding required in the budget to pay fixed costs assessed
by other agencies within state government for the services they provide. Examples of fixed costs include liability and property insurance,

legislative audit, wamant writer, payroll processing, and others. The rates charged for these services are approved in a separate portion
of the budget.

Fiscal Year General Fund State Special Federal Funds Total Request
FY 2026 - - 7,359.00 7,355.00
FY 2027 - - 7,206.00 7,206.00
Biennium Total - - 14,565.00 14,565.00
Fiscal Year General Fund State Special Federal Funds Total Request
FY 2026 - - - -
FY 2027 - - - -
Biennium Total - - - -

NP 4001 STARBASE Budget Authority Increase

This request is for an increase in federal budget authority for the STARBASE program. STARBASE programs are located in Great Falls,
Fort Harrison, an upcoming site in Billings, and additional cutreach is provided to reservations and HiLine communities. This request is
for $442 354 in FY 2026 and $470,354 in FY 2027 in federal funding.

Fiscal Year General Fund State Special Federal Funds Total Request
FY 2026 - - 442 354.00 44235400
FY 2027 - - 470,354.00 470,354.00
Biennium Total - - 912,708.00 812,708.00




