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SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
 

PURPOSE 
The Montana National Guard Tuition Waiver program provides a tuition waiver to eligible 
members of the Montana National Guard who attend a school in the Montana University 
System.  The waiver can be applied towards undergraduate or graduate degree programs. 
 

BACKGROUND  
➢ Educational incentives and benefits are a successful recruitment and retention tool 

o October 2021-March 2022 Reserve & Guad New Recruit Survey Briefing: 
Examining New Recruits by Age, Joint Advertising Market Research and 
Studies (JAMRS), January 2023 

▪ 58% of new recruits, ages 21 and younger, and 37% of new recruits, 
ages 22 and older, cited “to pay for education” was a main reason for 
joining 

▪ 33% of new recruits, ages 21 and younger, and 31% of new recruits, 
ages 22 and older, cited “Educational opportunities within service” 
was a main reason for joining 

➢ 2009 
o 61st Legislative Session approved and funded the Montana National Guard 

Scholarship Program  
o Managed by Department of Military Affairs (DMA) 
o Manual application and tracking process 
o Montana National Guard member paid stipend for tuition cost  
o DMA paid eligible members a stipend after each semester concluded 

➢ 2019 
o 66th Legislative Session approved and funded the Montana National Guard 

Tuition Waiver Program which replaced the Scholarship Program 
o In 2020, Office of Commissioner of Higher Education (OCHE) assumed 

management of the program 
o Automated process 
o DMA receives funding and transfers to OCHE   
o OCHE waives tuition for approved applicants  

 

Montana National Guard Tuition Waiver, Montana University System Information and 
Application Link:  
https://mus.edu/Prepare/Pay/Waivers/NGTW-FACT-SHEET-and-APPLICATION.pdf   

https://mus.edu/Prepare/Pay/Waivers/NGTW-FACT-SHEET-and-APPLICATION.pdf
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Program Funding and Utilization 
Program 

Year Amount Recipients 
2010 209,408.00   
2011 267,269.50   
2012 209,408.00   
2013 173,852.17   
2014 215,408.33   
2015 206,064.30   
2016 178,400.00   
2017 217,500.00   
2018 186,625.00   
2019 177,975.00   
2020 140,200.00   
2021 222,762.00  58 
2022 244,971.17  166 
2023 250,000.00  325 
2024 250,000.00  488 
TOTAL 3,149,843.47  1,037 

 

  

PVT CJ Pijanowski is from Florence, MT and is currently 
attending Florence-Carlton High School. He joined the Montana 
Army National Guard as an 11B (Infantrymen). His primary 
reason for joining was to get his college paid for while serving 
his country. CJ is a standout cross-country runner at his high 
school and is a highly motivated young man who looks forward 
to any challenge that comes before him. He enlisted in August 
and will attend Basic Combat Training in the summer of 2025. 



Department of Military Affairs 
• Disaster and Emergency Services 
• Montana Youth Challenge Academy  
• Montana Veterans Affairs Division 

• STARBASE 
• Montana Air National Guard  
• Montana Army National Guard 

 

 

3 

DECISION PACKAGES 
The Scholarship Program has one new proposal decision package. This decision package is an 
administrative adjustment to reflect how funding is transferred to the Office of Commissioner of 
Higher Education (OCHE). 
 

 
 
 

NP 3001 NG Scholarship Adjustment

Fiscal Year General Fund State Special Federal Funds Total Request
FY 2026 -                              -                                 -                               -                                          
FY 2027 -                              -                                 -                               -                                          

Biennium Total -                              -                                 -                               -                                          

This request adjusts authority from 62000 operating expense account level to 68000 transfer account level to reflect how the funding 
is expended.


