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Agency Structure

The Office of the Secretary of State has a long history in Montana. It is mentioned in the
Organic Act (13 Stat. 85, Chapter 95) that was passed by the United States Congress on
May 24, 1864, that created the Territory of Montana. The Office is listed as an Executive
Department in the Montana Constitutions of 1884 and 1889, as well as the current
Montana Constitution, originally passed in 1972.

The duties and functions of the Secretary of State are outlined in the Montana Constitution
and Title 2, Chapter 15, Part 4 of the Montana Code Annotated (2-15-401, MCA).

Mission

The mission of the Office of the Secretary of State is to protect the integrity of elections, be
an asset to businesses, and preserve official history.

Divisions

e Business Services Division
o The Business Services Division offers an extensive range of services to
Montana businesses, including corporations, limited liability companies, and
nonprofits. The division assists businesses with the filing of their registration,
articles of organization, assumed business name, and trademarks.
Additionally, the division is responsible for filing and maintaining records
under the Uniformed Commercial Code (UCC).
e Elections and Voter Services Division
o The Elections and Voter Services Division assists Montana voters,

candidates, and election officials. The division interprets election laws and
provides guidance to ensure uniformity across Montana elections.
e Operations Division

o The Operations Division provides a variety of services both internally to the
office and externally to the public. The division’s primary functions include
human resources, communications, fiscal management, information
technology and security, official records, records management,
administrative rules, and notary.


https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0000/chapters_index.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0020/chapter_0150/part_0040/section_0010/0020-0150-0040-0010.html

Biennium Budget Change Package Requests

The Secretary of State’s Office does not have any change package requests outside of the
statewide present law adjustments.

Biennium Goals and Objectives

e Implement a fresh visual appeal with enhanced usability in alignment with the
evolving needs of our customers.

e Retain a highly engaged workforce to serve the citizens of Montana.

e Enhance training and materials to grow the expertise of external stakeholders.

e Improve procedures through technology services and process re-engineering.

e Conduct public outreach to communicate relevant information to the voters,
business community, and all SOS customers.
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