
SECTION D 2027 BIENNIUM PROPOSED STARTING POINT 
 
This document provides a snippet and small bits of narrative related to actions taken in the interim which have 
an effect on the 2027 biennium proposed base budget.  
 
21100 – Judicial Branch 
 

 
 
 
 



The Judicial Branch made a few modifications during the 2025 interim that affected the structure of the FY 
2025 base budget for the 2027 biennium. More significant modifications performed are as follows:  

• PB and authority to cover higher jury trial costs was moved from Supreme Court Operations to 
District Court Operations  

• A change was made within the Water Court to record lease expenses as debt services 
• Other small changes to tie out account balances at fiscal-year-end (FYE) 

 
 
41100 – Department of Justice 
 



 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Three different reorganizations were performed in the 2025 interim by the Department of Justice that moved 
functionality and corresponding appropriations within the agency. 
 
First, the IT Systems Division (Program 04) was reorganized to be combined with the Central Services 
Division (CSD). All functionality from both programs is now included in the CSD (Program 10). This change 
reflects the decrease and corresponding increase in authority between the two programs in the table above.  
 
The next two reorganizations took entities previously housed within the Division of Criminal Investigation 
and broke these out into separate programs. These two new programs represent the Montana Law 
Enforcement Academy (MLEA) and the Public Safety Officer Standards and Training (POST) Council. 
These reorganizations are reflected in the table above.  
 
There were many smaller modifications done throughout the interim which moved authority between 
expenditure categories or between programs in order to either cover shortfalls or tie out expenditure 
accounts by FYE. Within the Motor Vehicle Division, approximately $3.0 million was transferred out of 
operating expenses with $2.4 million being transferred to the Central Service Division to consolidate all IT 
costs. Within the Montana Highway Patrol, operating expenses were decreased to accurately record lease 
as debt service (seen in a corresponding increase). 
 
 
42010 – Public Service Commission 
 

 
 

As seen in the table above, the executive did not make modifications to the legislative budget from the 2023 
Session. 
 
 
61080 – Office of Public Defender 
 



 
 

The base budget in the 2027 biennium for the OPD is $48.3 million. From the budget approved by the 2023 
Legislature, the executive performed two program transfers which moved 12.00 total PB and associated 
personal service funding between different divisions in the agency. All these positions were transferred out 
of the Public Defender Division with the following distribution being made to other programs:  

• The Appellate Defender Division received 2.00 PB  
• The Conflict Defender Division received 1.00 PB  
• The Central Services Division received 9.00 PB primarily due to the centralization of eligibility and 

contracting 
 
 
 
64010 – Department of Corrections 
 



 
 

The largest modification performed by the DOC during the 2025 interim was a reorganization. This 
reorganization was done to establish new bureaus and moved a total of 91.00 PB and associated funding in 
the amount of $6.9 million in FY 2024 throughout the agency to align with current org chart structures. 
These positions all came from the Public Safety Division and were moved to the Director’s Office and 
Rehabilitation and Programs Division at roughly a 50/50 split. An outline of the changes made within this 
reorganization include:  

• All purchasing functions were consolidated to the Financial Services Bureau in the Director’s Office  
• All maintenance functions were consolidated to the Project Management Bureau within the Central 

Services Division  
• All education services were combined into a newly created Education Services Bureau within the 

Rehabilitation and Programs Division  
 
The Director’s Office received additional operating expenses by moving authority provided for inflation in the 
2025 biennium from the Public Safety Division and Rehabilitation and Programs Division. 
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