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Public Service Commission Fee

Statute: Title 69, Chapter 1, Part 4, MCA

Table 5.28 Public Service Commission Fee Collections

Fiscal Year | Total Revenue
2014 $4,910,861
2015 $3,254,094
2016 $2,897,229
2017 $4,745,981
2018 $3,936,916
2019 $2,460,333
2020 $5,239,599
2021 $5,331,686
2022 $4,056,719
2023 $5,133,381
2024 $6,296,170
Tax Rate
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Figure 5.28
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All companies providing services that are regulated by the Public Service Commission, other than motor
carriers, are subject to a tax on gross operating revenue from final sales. Revenues from sales for resale to other
regulated companies are not subject to the tax. The tax rate is set annually for the succeeding fiscal year to
cover appropriations for the operation of the Department of Public Service Regulation.

Table 5.29 Public Service Commission Fee Rates

Effective Dates Rate

10/1/2013 - 9/30/2014 0.420%
10/1/2014 - 9/30/2015 0.200%
10/1/2015 - 9/30/2016 0.230%
10/1/2016 - 9/30/2017 0.390%
10/1/2017 - 9/30/2018 0.240%
10/1/2018 - 9/30/2019 0.162%
10/1/2019 - 9/30/2020 0.439%
10/1/2020 - 9/30/2021 0.347%
10/1/2021 - 9/30/2022 0.220%
10/1/2022 - 9/30/2023 0.300%
10/1/2023 - 9/30/2024 0.370%
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Filing Requirements

Taxpayers must file and pay the tax within 30 days of the end of each calendar quarter.

Distribution

Revenues are deposited in a state special revenue account for the administration of the Public Service
Commission (69-1-402, MCA).
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Rail Car Tax

Statute: Title 15, Chapter 23, Part 2, MCA

Table 5.30 Rail Car Tax Collections

Fiscal Year | Total Revenue Figure 5.30
2014 $2,418,072

2015 $3,706,309 56

2016 $3,594,460 w5

2017 $3,790,195 = o

2018 $3,648,993 2

2019 $3,593,860 g 33

2020 $4,293,652 § $2

2021 $5,186,537 o ‘

2022 $4,019,546 g

2023 $4,012,330 = %0 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
2024 $3,644,552 Fiscal Year
Tax Rate

A railroad car company owns, operates, or furnishes rail cars but does not own or operate tracks. Since rail cars
have no fixed location, property tax on rail car companies is collected by the state rather than at the local level.

The market value of rail car property is centrally assessed by the department. It is based on the value of the
company'’s rolling stock and the fraction of its car-miles traveled in Montana. The taxable value is calculated
using the rate for railroad property, which is calculated annually as the average rate applied to non-railroad
commercial and industrial property. Tax is calculated by multiplying the taxable value by the average of mill
levies applied to commercial and industrial property.

The legislature changed taxation of rail car companies from a gross receipts tax to an ad valorem (i.e.
proportional to the value) tax in the 1992 Special Session. The 1997 Legislature temporarily lowered the mill
levy applied to rail car companies to 95 percent of the average mill levy. This change expired at the end of Tax
Year 2002.
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Filing Requirements
Rail car companies are required to file a report by April 15 of each year, providing the number and cost of rail

cars owned at the end of the previous year, and the number of car miles traveled inside and outside Montana.

The department computes the Rail Car Tax and sends the railroad car company a written notice with the
amount of taxes due. This notice must include the taxable value of the property and the average levy used
(15-23-214, MCA). One half of the tax is due by November 30 of each year. The other half of the tax is due by
May 31 of each year.

Distribution
Revenues are deposited in the state general fund (15-23-215, MCA).
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