JOINT SUBCOMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY - PUBLIC COMMENT

For Section D hearings, oral statements will be limited to 3 minutes except in circumstances
described below.

The time restriction on public comment does not apply to employees and officers of the executive
and judicial branches who testify during a Section D hearing.

H30-60(2) requires that withesses "be encouraged to submit a statement in writing for the
committee's official record." Written public comment is useful for development of legislative history
and, in many circumstances, will make the public input more coherent, concise, and helpful.
Written public comment submitted in advance of a hearing may also facilitate questions from the
committee.

The cutoff time for submitting online written testimony will be two hours prior to the meeting’s start.

Members of the public wishing to testify in person are not required to submit testimony in writing.
However, if a person who chooses to provide oral testimony by Zoom or in person has submitted
written public comment two hours in advance of the hearing in which they wish to testify, the chair
may exercise his discretion to allow more than three minutes for the oral public comment. In
general, the subcommittee may benefit from hearing more from witnesses who have spent
significant time preparing for their testimony by putting their thoughts in writing. Not all written
comment will be substantive and extensive enough to merit more than three minutes for oral
testimony. It is improbable that any withess who has submitted written testimony will be allowed
more than 10 minutes to testify.

Legislators are publicly elected officials. Legislator emails sent or received involving legislative
business may be subject to the Right to Know provisions of the Montana Constitution and may be
considered a "public record" pursuant to Montana law. As such, email, sent or received, its sender
and receiver, and the email contents, may be subject to public disclosure, except as otherwise
provided by Montana law.

The committee cannot intervene in court cases, department hearings, or other actions on behalf of
individuals. The committee can recommend changes to laws. If you have a personal experience
that illustrates a policy change you'd like legislators to consider, please briefly describe the
experience. However, we ask you to avoid mentioning names or directing your comments to
individuals in the audience. Instead, please address your comments to the chairwoman focusing
on the changes you want considered.
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