
MT Professional Exchange Programs 

Professional Student Exchange Programs (PSEP) are programs geared toward providing Montana 
resident students affordable access to select out-of-state programs in specific healthcare fields 
that are not available within Montana. 

The number of Montana students funded through these programs is determined by Legislative 
appropriation.  Exchange students may receive some preference in admission and if awarded state 
funding, may receive set support fee amounts to be applied to tuition and fees, or pay reduced 
levels of tuition; generally resident tuition at public institutions or reduced standard tuition at 
private schools, depending on the professional program applying for. 

Montana currently participates in 5 Professional Student Exchange Programs. Continued state 
participation in these programs is subject to ongoing approval and appropriation by the Montana 
Legislature, who may, at any time, modify the programs and support levels.  

WICHE Professional Student Exchange Program (PSEP) 

• Current supported WICHE healthcare fields of study include medicine, osteopathic 
medicine, veterinary medicine, dentistry, optometry, occupational therapy, and podiatry. 

• Students awarded WICHE funding receive a set support fee amount, per field of study, to be 
applied towards tuition and fees for the academic year.   

• State supported students enrolled in a public professional program through WICHE PSEP or 
the Minnesota Dental program may pay more than resident tuition in cases where the state 
support fee does not sufficiently cover the school’s resident/nonresident tuition differential 
during any academic year. 

WWAMI Medical Education Program 

• The WWAMI program is a cooperative program between the University of Washington 
School of Medicine and Washington, Wyoming, Alaska, Montana, and Idaho.  It gives 
students residing in the Northwestern United States access to high-quality, cost-effective 
medical education by decentralizing the educational process and sharing existing facilities 
and personnel in universities and communities in the WWAMI states. 

• The WWAMI program is specific to the field of medicine 

• Funded WWAMI students receive state support from Montana after the first 18 months of 
the program, conducted at MSU Bozeman, are completed. The state support amount is the 
calculated difference in cost of out of state tuition and in state tuition, including fees 
associated with the cost of education. 

• The WWAMI program includes a claw back component, which requires entering students to 
select a contract type to either commit to returning to the state to practice, or decline to 
return to practice. 

 

https://www.wiche.edu/tuition-savings/psep/
https://www.montana.edu/wwami/


Idaho College of Osteopathic Medicine 

• ICOM is dedicated to training high-quality osteopathic physicians prepared to care for 
people in the Mountain West region and beyond with an emphasis on rural, underserved 
areas. 

• Funded ICOM students receive a set amount of state support, matching the WICHE 
osteopathic support fee amount, to be applied to their tuition and fees. 

• The ICOM program includes a claw back component, which requires entering students to 
select a contract type to either commit to returning to the state to practice, or decline to 
return to practice. 

Minnesota Dental Program 

• The Minnesota Dental program is a dental education program only through the University of 
Minnesota School of Dentistry. 

• Funded MN Dental students receive a set amount of state support, matching the WICHE 
dentistry support fee amount, to be applied to their tuition and fees. 

WIMU Regional Program in Veterinary Medicine 

• WIMU is a partnership between Montana State University, the University of Idaho, and Utah 
State University with Washington State University in its Regional Program in Veterinary 
Medical Education. The WIMU regional program serves students with interests in all facets 
of the veterinary profession, whether they are interested in companion animals, horses or 
livestock, in private practice, industry or academia, or whether they are unsure. The 
opportunities available for DVM education in the WIMU regional program prepares 
graduates for entry into any of the exciting dimensions of veterinary medicine. 

• The WIMU program is specific to veterinary medicine. 

• Montana funds a select number of students, appropriated by the Legislature, who spend 
their first year in Bozeman at Montana State University. Classroom and clinical study will 
continue in years 2 and 3 on WSU’s Pullman campus. In the 4th year, students then have the 
opportunity to learn in a wide network of clinical placements throughout the four-state 
region. 

• Funded WIMU students receive a set amount of state support, starting in their 2nd year of the 
program. 

• For additional information regarding the WIMU Regional Program in Veterinary Medicine, 
please visit their website at http://wimu.montana.edu or email them 
at wimu@montana.edu. 

Certification & Certification Requirements 

Residency certification is the first step for the PSEP application process. The certification 
requirements are the same for all five programs. It is in your best interest to apply for certification 
early rather than waiting until the certification deadlines.  Due to individual program 

https://www.idahocom.org/
https://mus.edu/psep/MN_Dental_Program.html
http://wimu.montana.edu/
http://wimu.montana.edu/
mailto:wimu@montana.edu


application/admission deadlines, it may not be possible to make final residency determinations 
involving complex situations, or in cases where students wish to appeal their non-residency 
determination, in time for the applicable deadlines should a student choose to wait until late into 
the application cycle or until the specified deadline to submit his/her initial application; therefore, 
timely submission is important. 

Certification does not guarantee admission to any professional school, and does not mean a 
student will receive support from the State of Montana for their attendance if admitted to a 
participating school; however, in order to receive program consideration, certification is required.  

• Support awards are very competitive and state funds are not available to support all 
applicants.  

Certification is an annual process and is valid for a period of one year only.  If you are not accepted 
by a participating program or if you plan to defer your admission, you must reapply for certification 
the following application cycle in order to receive certification and program consideration for the 
following academic year.   

Rankings & Funding Priority 

For the WICHE programs, students who are offered admission into a participating school/program 
are included in program rankings that determine the state funding award order.  

• For these rankings, cooperating schools confidentially rank all accepted students from 
Montana; that information is compiled in the form of a weighted ranking. 

• The highest ranked applicants are the first to be offered the state support.  

• All remaining students, or students who receive acceptance after the rankings are 
compiled, are placed on an alternate funding list.  

• The admission and selection process for the field of veterinary medicine differs from the 
other WICHE fields.  For complete details, please read/reference the WICHE veterinary 
medicine cooperative admission procedure information contained in veterinary medicine 
application materials.  

• Students who do not receive state support will not qualify for the reduced program tuition 
rates if admitted. 

Funding priority is given to beginning students first and alternate students second.  

• Deferred admissions from a prior academic period do not receive funding preference, are 
treated the same as new offers of admission, and are subject to the certification and 
ranking process for the applicable application cycle.  

https://www.mus.edu/psep/How-WICHE-selects-PSEP-students.pdf
https://www.mus.edu/psep/How-WICHE-selects-PSEP-students.pdf


Support Support

PROGRAM Fee Students Cost Students Cost Total Fee Students Cost Students Cost Total

WICHE

  Administrative Dues $176,352 $176,352 $184,023 $184,023

  Student Assistance:

    Medicine (Allopathic) $38,875 6 $233,250 21 $816,375 $1,049,625 40,566 6 $243,396 21 $851,887 $1,095,284

    Osteopathic Medicine 27,875 2 55,750 9 250,875 306,625 29,088 2 $58,175 9 261,788 319,963

    Dentistry 32,550 2 65,100 10 325,500 390,600 33,966 2 $67,932 10 339,659 407,591

    Veterinary Medicine 38,550 9 346,950 16 616,800 963,750 40,227 9 362,042 20 804,539 1,166,581

    Podiatry 19,325 1 19,325 0 0 19,325 20,166 1 17,750 1 20,166 37,916

    Optometry 22,400 3 67,200 8 179,200 246,400 23,374 3 70,123 9 210,370 280,493

    Occupational Therapy 17,025 1 17,025 3 28,375 45,400 17,766 1 17,766 1 29,609 47,375
(Includes 1@ clinical rate of $25,500 

for FY24 and 1@ clinical rate of 

$26,042 for FY25)

  Subtotal (WICHE Student 

Support) 24 $804,600 67 $2,217,125 $3,021,725 24 $837,184 71 $2,518,018 $3,355,202

  TOTAL WICHE (Including 

Dues)  $3,198,077 $3,539,225

MINNESOTA DENTAL 30,797 2 61,594 2 61,594 123,188 31,721 2 63,442 2 63,442 126,884

WWAMI 75,963 30 0 90 6,836,683 6,836,683 79,381 30 0 90 7,144,333 7,144,333

Idaho College of 

Osteopathic Medicine 

(ICOM) 27,875 10 278,750 20 557,500 836,250 29,088 10 290,876 30 872,627 1,163,503

WIMU 39,242 10 0 30 1,177,260 1,177,260 40,066 10 0 30 1,201,980 1,201,980

             

Student Assistance 

Software 183,910              184,343              

TOTAL 

WICHE/WWAMI/MN 

Dental/WIMU/ICOM 76 $1,042,546 209 $10,850,162 $12,355,367 76 $1,375,525 223 $11,800,400 $13,360,267
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