
House Bill 2 – Section E (Education) 

Budget Presentation for the House Appropriations 
Committee 
 
House Members of the Subcommittee:   Rep. Bedey (Chair), Rep. Barker, Rep. Jones, Rep. 
Keogh, Rep. Matthews 
Senate Members of the Subcommittee:  Sen. Fuller (Vice Chair), Sen. Regier, Sen. Windy Boy 
 
LFD Staff:  Julia Pattin, Kurt Swimley 
OBPP Staff: Nancy Hall, Ben Ternes 
 
Clerk: Caitlyn Sena 
Remote Meeting Coordinator: Jadean O’Neil  
 

Section E includes the following agencies: 

• Office of Public Instruction  
• Board of Public Education  
• Commissioner of Higher Education  
• School for the Deaf and Blind  
• Montana Arts Council 
• Montana State Library  
• Montana Historical Society 

 

Overall funding for Section E agencies in HB 2 is: 

• $3.527 billion total funds for the 2027 Biennium 
• $1.941 billion general fund for the 2027 Biennium 



OFFICE OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – HB 2 NARRATIVE PAGE E-1  

Superintendent of Public Instruction: Susie Hedalen  
 
Program Description   
 
The Office of Public Instruction (OPI) distributes funding to school districts and provides 
services to Montana's school-age children and to teachers in approximately 400 active 
school districts.   
 
The agency administers several federally funded programs and provides a variety of 
information services, including the information systems necessary to assess student 
achievement and the quality of Montana's elementary and secondary school system.  
 
Agency Actuals and Budget Comparison 
 
The following table compares FY 2024 actual expenditures, FY 2024 and FY 2025 
appropriations, and the expenditures requested for FY 2026 and FY 2027 by type of 
expenditure and source of funding. 

 
  



State Level Activities Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 

New Proposals  

The “New Proposals” table shows new changes to spending. 

 
*See the LFD Issue box on page E-15 of the HB 2 Narrative 
  

* 



Local Education Activities Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 

New Proposals  

The “New Proposals” table shows new changes to spending. 
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BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION – HB 2 NARRATIVE PAGE E-25  
Executive Director: McCall Flynn  
 
Program Description   

The Board of Public Education is authorized by Article X, Section 9 of the Montana 
Constitution, and exercises general supervision over the public school system and such 
other public educational institutions as assigned by law. 

Agency Actuals and Budget Comparison 
 
The following table compares FY 2024 actual expenditures, FY 2024 and FY 2025 
appropriations, and the expenditures requested for FY 2026 and FY 2027 by type of 
expenditure and source of funding. 

 

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 
 

 
  



OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF HIGHER EDUCATION – HB 2 NARRATIVE PAGE E-
30  
Commissioner of Higher Education: Clayton Christian   
 
Program Description   

The Office of the Commissioner of Higher Education (OCHE) is the state-level administrative 
organization of the Montana University System (MUS). The Montana Constitution, Article X, 
Section 9, grants governance authority over the MUS to the Board of Regents (Regents), 
with seven members appointed by the Governor. All state funds appropriated by the 
legislature to the Regents for the support of the MUS are channeled through OCHE. The 
Constitution charges the Regents with hiring a Commissioner of Higher Education (CHE) 
who serves as its executive staff. 

Agency Actuals and Budget Comparison 
 
The following table compares FY 2024 actual expenditures, FY 2024 and FY 2025 
appropriations, and the expenditures requested for FY 2026 and FY 2027 by type of 
expenditure and source of funding. 

 
  



Administration Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 

New Proposals  

The “New Proposals” table shows new changes to spending. 

 
  



Student Assistance Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 

New Proposals  

The “New Proposals” table shows new changes to spending. 

 
 
  



Community College Assistance Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 
 
 

 

Education Outreach and Diversity Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 
  



 

Workforce Development Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 
  



 

Appropriation Distribution Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 

New Proposals  

The “New Proposals” table shows new changes to spending. 

 
  



 

Agency Funds Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 
 
 

 

Tribal College Assistance Program  

New Proposals  

The “New Proposals” table shows new changes to spending. 

 

  



 

Guaranteed Student Loan Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 
 
 

 

Board of Regents Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 

 

  



MONTANA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF AND BLIND – HB 2 NARRATIVE PAGE E-64  
Superintendent: Paul Furthmyre 
 
Program Description   

The Montana School for the Deaf & the Blind (MSDB) provides educational opportunities 
for Montana’s students who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, visually impaired, and 
deafblind. Children and youth from preschool through high school can attend MSDB as 
residential or day students on the Great Falls campus, where specialized instruction is 
combined with opportunities to attend classes in the public schools. MSDB also serves as a 
statewide resource center for families, school districts, and professionals serving students 
who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, visually impaired, and deafblind. Additionally, 
outreach consultants serve hundreds of students and families in communities across 
Montana and MSDB offers additional outreach programs on campus. 

Agency Actuals and Budget Comparison 
 
The following table compares FY 2024 actual expenditures, FY 2024 and FY 2025 
appropriations, and the expenditures requested for FY 2026 and FY 2027 by type of 
expenditure and source of funding. 

 
  



 

Administration Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 

New Proposals  

The “New Proposals” table shows new changes to spending. 

 
  



General Services Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 

 
 

 

Student Services Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 

 

 
 

 

  



Education Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 

New Proposals  

The “New Proposals” table shows new changes to spending. 

 
 

  



MONTANA ARTS COUNCIL – HB 2 NARRATIVE PAGE E-79 
Executive Director: Krys Holmes 
 
Program Description   

The Montana Arts Council (MAC) is authorized by Title 22-2-101, MCA, to promote and 
support artistic and cultural activities and institutions statewide. The council administers 
the Cultural and Aesthetic Project grants and other grants approved by the legislature, 
stewards the Montana Poet Laureate program, and makes recommendations to the 
Governor and the legislature on arts-related issues. 

Agency Actuals and Budget Comparison 
 
The following table compares FY 2024 actual expenditures, FY 2024 and FY 2025 
appropriations, and the expenditures requested for FY 2026 and FY 2027 by type of 
expenditure and source of funding. 

 
  



Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 
 

New Proposals  

The “New Proposals” table shows new changes to spending. 

  



MONTANA STATE LIBRARY – HB 2 NARRATIVE PAGE E-85 
State Librarian: Jennie Stapp 
 
Program Description   

The Montana State Library (MSL) is composed of programs that provide information 
services to all branches of state government, its agencies, local counterparts, and 
individuals seeking information and materials that are not found in their local libraries. The 
Montana Library Commission (MLC), authorized in 22-1-101, MCA, administers state and 
federal library funding to operate and maintain the Montana State Library, oversees the six 
library federations located throughout Montana, and develops statewide library long-range 
planning, policy, and service coordination. 

Agency Actuals and Budget Comparison 
 
The following table compares FY 2024 actual expenditures, FY 2024 and FY 2025 
appropriations, and the expenditures requested for FY 2026 and FY 2027 by type of 
expenditure and source of funding. 

 
  



Central Services Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 

New Proposals  

The “New Proposals” table shows new changes to spending. 

 
  



Patron and Local Library Development Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 

New Proposals  

The “New Proposals” table shows new changes to spending. 

 
  



GIS, Data, and Information Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 

New Proposals  

The “New Proposals” table shows new changes to spending. 

 
 
  



MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY – HB 2 NARRATIVE PAGE E-100 
Executive Director: Molly Kruckenberg 
 
Program Description   
 
The Montana Historical Society (MTHS) is an agency of state government that exists for the 
use, learning, culture and enjoyment of the citizens of, and visitors to, the State of 
Montana. MTHS acquires, preserves and protects historical records, art, archives, museum 
objects, historical places, sites and monuments. MTHS maintains a library and historical 
museum, provides educational programs and services for teachers and the general public 
and publishes the state historical magazine and books.  
  
Agency Actuals and Budget Comparison 
 
The following table compares FY 2024 actual expenditures, FY 2024 and FY 2025 
appropriations, and the expenditures requested for FY 2026 and FY 2027 by type of 
expenditure and source of funding. 

 
  



Administration Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 

New Proposals  

The “New Proposals” table shows new changes to spending. 

 
  



Library and Archives Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 

New Proposals  

The “New Proposals” table shows new changes to spending. 

 
  



Museum Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 

New Proposals  

The “New Proposals” table shows new changes to spending. 

 
  



Publications Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 
 
 
 

 

Outreach and Education Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 

 
  



State Historic Preservation Office Program  

Present Law Adjustments  

The "Present Law" Adjustments table shows the changes from the base appropriation to 
the adopted budget. "Statewide Present Law" adjustments (DP 1, DP 2, DP 3) are standard 
categories of adjustments made to all agencies. Decisions on these items were applied 
globally to all agencies. 
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