
Get to know

MONTANA’S REGIONAL WATER SYSTEMS
Most of us have access to high-quality drinking water. Unfortunately, there are areas of Montana where 
the tap water looks bad, tastes worse, and does not meet federal drinking water standards. Some 

must haul 
their drinking water instead of using their taps.  

Four rural water systems are currently in development to bring a reliable source of 
clean drinking water to rural water users and residents.
These four systems combined already deliver water to over

When the systems are complete, tens of thousands of 

Every system is successful because of partnerships.
It takes far more than a village to successfully plan, design, and build a regional water 
system. These

.  

» Dry Prairie Rural Water Authority began
. The system has been 

over 19 years and

» North Central Montana Regional Water Authority has partnered with the Chippewa Cree 
Tribe

» Dry-Redwater Regional Water Authority was f This system has received State 
The system is in 

the process of 

» Central Montana Regional Authority and is in the process of 
state and federal agencies. The system is currently under 

Montana DNRC plays an important role.
(DNRC) supports 

these systems by providing funding for all system-

assistance.





FORT PECK – DRY PRAIRIE REGIONAL WATER SYSTEM
     
“The Fort Peck/Dry Prairie system has improved the quality of life and    
created economic development opportunities both on and off the Reservation.  
Customers of both systems continually express gratitude for their high quality, 
dependable drinking water.” 

—Joni Sherman, General Manager, Dry Prairie Regional Water Authority

Need for Clean, Plentiful Drinking Water in Northeast Montana
Northeast Montana had an historical need for clean,

Federal secondary standards for drinking water. Consequently, tap water in the 

ng the demand for drinking water.

Building Partnerships to Form a Regional Water System
This system is the result of a successful joint venture between the Assiniboine 

The Assiniboine and Sioux Rural 
Water Supply System (ASRWSS) partnered with the Dry Prairie Rural Water 
Authority (DPRWA)
the quality of life for residents of northeast Montana. I
Congress authorized the Fort Peck—Dry Prairie Regional Water System.  

Construction Status—System Completion Projected in 2026

The ASRWSS constructed and now 
operate the raw-water intake on the Missouri River, as well as the water treatment plant near Wolf Point. The 
plant

The completed system will consist of over 3,200 miles of pipeline and will deliver drinking 
water to more than 20 communities and nearly 4,000 farms, ranches and rural homes.

DPRWA currently has three pipeline contracts underway in the northern part of the system with plans to bid 

Current State of Funding and Projected Needs
total project 

Federal funds have been received. The current total of combined 
s s

’s share

Elevated Tank Near Lustre

Elevated Tank Near Scobey





ROCKY BOY’S—NORTH CENTRAL MONTANA
REGIONAL WATER SYSTEM
     

Need for Clean, Plentiful Drinking Water in 
North Central Montana

water, aging infrastructure, and increasing costs for 
state and federal public 

water supply requirements drive the need for the 
Rocky Boy’s-North Central Montana shared drinking 

have either been out of compliance with drinking 
water requirements or
future standards.

Building Partnerships to Form a Regional Water System
A water rights compact between the Chippewa Cree Tribe
Montana allocates water to the Tribe from Tiber Reservoir located south of Chester. The North Central 

-
n water delivery systems.   

  

Construction Status
will consist of: 

1. Shared infrastructure, including the raw water intake in Tiber Reservoir, the water treatment plant, and 
core pipeline
Two separately managed systems that will distribute to on- -
county water districts. The on-
also wholesale -

The completed system will serve over 10,000 households and a total estimated population 
of 28,000.

Current State of Funding and Projected Needs
Total e total Combined state-local share is 

Federal

aining member 

Pipeline Construction near Loma
KLJ Engineering, 2022
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DRY-REDWATER REGIONAL WATER SYSTEM
     

Need for Clean, Plentiful Drinking Water in Eastern Montana
The Dry-Redwater Regional Water Authority (Authority) 
system to provide household and livestock water. It

The System as planned would serve about 10,000 residents, primarily utilizing water from 
Fort Peck Reservoir on the Missouri River.

Federal Authorization—A Major Milestone
A bill to authorize the regional system, co-

DC-based 

resume feasibility studies and related work with the Dry-
and signed into law by President Trump
  

Construction Status and Current State of Funding
Dry-

. The Bureau of 

-to- Bureau of R
the updates.

The Authority, at Richland County’s request, assumed 

maintenance of small pipeline projects south and 
southwest of the City of Sidney. Water supply and/or 
sewage treatment are provided by Sidney. Pipelines 
completed in the area include water supply to 

-

Sidney South Water Improvements
Interstate Engineering







Pipeline Installation Near Harlowtown
Great West Engineering, 2022

CENTRAL MONTANA REGIONAL WATER SYSTEM
     

Need for Clean, Plentiful Drinking Water in Central Montana

Authority organized to help Central Montana 
Montanans living within the Judith and 

A Groundwater Supply System

years ago 

water source. Using groundwater to supply a regional water system would save the cost of building and 
maintaining a surface water treatment plant and provide more source diversity throughout the system than a 

that the Madison Aquifer could adequately supply this project. 

Construction Status

study, the Authority pursued c
President Trump. 

- .

Current State of Funding and Projected Needs
The Musselshell-

Combined state and local share was $30 million, or 
f scal y




