
 

 SCHOOL GUARANTEED TAX BASE (GTB) AID 

 
School GTB Aid Received as Compared to Property Taxes Paid on the 95 Mills 

FY 2025 & Preliminary Data for FY 2026 
 

In FY 2025, approximately 52% of all property taxes paid went to K-12 schools through the state 95 mill 
equalization levy, county-wide education levies for retirement and transportation, and local school 
district levies. The state portion of property taxes is distributed to local school districts by the Office of 
Public Instruction (OPI), based on a variety of parameters such as enrollment.  

The school district general fund guaranteed tax base (GTB) aid payment is only a portion of the 
funding school districts receive from the state. GTB aid is a mechanism to equalize school districts’ 
revenue-generating capacity by providing a per-mill subsidy for districts with less property tax wealth 
to bring their revenue-generating capacity to a guaranteed amount. A district’s revenue-generating 
capacity is measured as a ratio of the district’s taxable value to its local funding needs and costs.  
There is also a GTB mechanism for school retirement that is distributed to counties (rather than 
directly to districts) and is based on a ratio of average number belonging (ANB – a proxy for 
enrollment) to taxable value. Districts that have more students supported by lower local taxable 
valuations receive proportionally larger amounts of GTB aid. HB 483, from the 2025 Legislative 
Session, mandates that half of the first 5% of any increase in monies collected from the 95 mills, plus 
all growth in the 95 mills above 5%, go to various GTB mechanisms to offset local mills starting in FY 
2028.  

The table on page 2 shows how much schools received in GTB from the state and the total K-12 school 
funding from the state by county in FY 2025, as compared to the amount of property tax paid on the 
95 mills in each county. A preliminary estimate for FY 2026 is shown on page 3. The estimates for FY 
2026 are based on data from the school funding model, which was used to build the 2027 biennium 
present law budget. The effects of school funding and property tax legislation have also been 
estimated and added to the amounts from the school funding model. The legislation with impacts 
included in the FY 2026 estimates are listed below: 

• HB 231 and SB 542 (property tax)  
• HB 252 (STARS Act teacher pay incentive) 
• HB 483 (SEPTR overflow modifications, increased transportation reimbursements) 
• HB 515 (major maintenance aid formula changes) 
• HB 573 (transformational learning) 

 
School budget data will be available in mid-November to update this comparison with FY 2026 
numbers.  
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Beaverhead 2,400,566             516,861                8,813,762             3,540,824             
Big Horn 6,032,370             2,238,562             19,987,671           2,225,470             
Blaine 3,846,772             1,650,262             12,755,305           1,493,578             
Broadwater 1,261,604             538,852                4,932,970             2,032,097             
Carbon 2,461,270             548,478                10,463,309           6,099,810             
Carter -                         -                         995,521                7,047,130             
Cascade 23,874,737           8,470,962             83,109,116           20,351,128           
Chouteau 1,639,051             385,977                6,205,843             2,999,604             
Custer 3,433,968             1,115,452             11,400,825           2,482,979             
Daniels 696,071                210,630                2,358,900             624,398                
Dawson 2,778,951             1,064,734             9,596,473             2,415,943             
Deer Lodge 1,853,740             643,524                7,443,235             2,543,035             
Fallon 11,207                   -                         2,883,730             5,691,517             
Fergus 4,092,080             901,360                13,858,377           5,444,891             
Flathead 23,316,982           7,648,186             95,244,513           49,769,405           
Gallatin 15,505,646           2,103,482             77,403,544           69,141,530           
Garfield 516,121                40,810                   1,771,401             813,774                
Glacier 6,539,835             3,148,606             22,811,488           3,151,562             
Golden Valley 436,666                -                         1,551,715             718,210                
Granite 585,435                52,605                   2,813,486             2,125,321             
Hill 6,825,731             3,070,533             23,888,102           4,098,148             
Jefferson 3,768,177             1,149,360             13,444,095           4,295,809             
Judith Basin 539,861                -                         2,527,212             2,283,102             
Lake 9,584,526             3,096,677             33,109,175           8,607,270             
Lewis & Clark 19,847,010           7,359,937             70,690,167           20,353,671           
Liberty 561,546                116,127                2,208,693             1,110,433             
Lincoln 4,847,243             1,503,773             17,360,127           5,564,245             
Madison 1,316,145             -                         6,438,552             33,187,775           
McCone 516,130                114,768                1,906,659             766,423                
Meagher 283,572                52,252                   1,401,622             1,044,296             
Mineral 1,739,855             728,256                6,224,855             1,625,257             
Missoula 26,715,173           10,820,640           100,892,914         33,439,527           
Musselshell 299,595                -                         3,527,538             1,342,128             
Park 2,164,341             133,582                10,516,300           9,113,131             
Petroleum 297,010                109,334                981,160                177,130                
Phillips 1,937,043             702,498                6,618,202             1,555,300             
Pondera 2,321,271             865,116                8,021,912             1,603,143             
Powder River 361,933                -                         1,644,082             955,122                
Powell 1,239,706             315,138                4,858,057             2,453,873             
Prairie 354,199                30,843                   1,283,087             489,795                
Ravalli 11,415,165           4,464,562             42,214,605           14,105,404           
Richland 2,668,158             -                         11,344,461           5,412,641             
Roosevelt 6,154,871             2,438,998             21,078,696           3,180,082             
Rosebud 2,702,667             464,865                12,726,227           5,707,978             
Sanders 2,816,231             735,281                10,692,172           4,641,754             
Sheridan 1,299,025             653,432                4,954,962             1,310,544             
Silver Bow 8,266,563             2,942,271             29,573,592           9,600,884             
Stillwater 1,977,765             211,195                9,319,140             6,556,184             
Sweet Grass 597,948                -                         3,019,951             2,827,625             
Teton 2,714,033             758,032                9,363,587             2,754,149             
Toole 1,334,205             394,762                5,183,843             2,112,791             
Treasure 187,665                -                         790,870                460,100                
Valley 2,811,823             1,204,293             10,387,053           2,737,778             
Wheatland 456,382                -                         2,282,630             1,959,386             
Wibaux -                         -                         940,549                3,639,686             
Yellowstone 46,349,883           17,832,603           166,902,806         47,177,983           
TOTAL $278,555,523 $93,548,474 $1,054,718,843 $438,962,753
*GTB directly reduces local property taxes for education.

County
 School District 
General Fund 
Equity GTB* 

 School 
Retirement Equity 

GTB* 

 Total State K-12 
Funding** 

 Estimated     
Taxes Paid                      

95 Mills 

**K-12 BASE Aid (District General Fund GTB, Direct State Aid, Special Education, and the 
five fully state funded components – Quality Educator Payment, At Risk Payment, Indian 
Education for All, Achievement Gap Payment, and Data for Achievement Payment), 
Retirement GTB, Block Grants, Major Maintenance Aid, Debt Service Assistance, State 
Transportation Reimbursement, State Technology Payment, Transformational Learning, 
and Advanced Opportunities. 

FY 2025
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Beaverhead 2,338,839             477,276                9,956,133             2,969,904             
Big Horn 6,083,462             2,249,462             22,351,294           2,314,112             
Blaine 3,899,988             1,654,537             14,205,289           1,365,936             
Broadwater 1,220,813             565,875                5,456,475             2,281,223             
Carbon 2,307,771             487,976                11,670,499           6,788,612             
Carter -                         -                         1,230,485             8,593,693             
Cascade 23,315,630           8,339,230             88,655,900           19,188,727           
Chouteau 1,601,550             358,165                7,089,268             2,988,827             
Custer 3,433,303             1,097,301             12,353,348           2,532,136             
Daniels 685,672                208,958                2,688,462             571,505                
Dawson 2,785,198             1,044,024             10,645,591           2,211,266             
Deer Lodge 1,738,314             637,549                7,824,272             2,605,213             
Fallon 8,966                     -                         3,453,568             6,171,964             
Fergus 4,071,235             836,839                15,402,851           6,535,786             
Flathead 22,642,451           7,040,812             102,577,938         54,168,151           
Gallatin 14,999,670           1,312,565             84,813,484           70,182,607           
Garfield 514,209                47,638                   2,216,748             974,336                
Glacier 6,650,063             3,145,462             25,301,280           3,474,854             
Golden Valley 427,226                -                         1,831,668             847,463                
Granite 565,985                51,614                   3,247,186             2,069,845             
Hill 6,922,771             3,131,559             26,501,009           3,964,161             
Jefferson 3,685,553             1,110,634             14,772,674           3,838,973             
Judith Basin 485,150                -                         3,023,392             2,761,920             
Lake 9,524,382             3,241,350             36,526,905           11,534,318           
Lewis & Clark 19,393,204           7,180,506             75,644,499           18,646,582           
Liberty 571,642                100,893                2,534,713             841,474                
Lincoln 4,770,124             1,483,597             19,260,322           5,047,941             
Madison 1,294,644             -                         7,453,484             60,851,977           
McCone 498,386                112,722                2,264,105             731,150                
Meagher 261,473                27,889                   1,610,711             875,669                
Mineral 1,682,858             707,957                6,787,103             1,325,769             
Missoula 26,038,841           10,617,251           108,697,891         34,292,884           
Musselshell 297,992                -                         4,125,525             1,553,792             
Park 2,039,948             106,225                11,690,085           8,694,943             
Petroleum 295,625                101,949                1,169,968             165,589                
Phillips 1,899,785             692,892                7,506,588             1,373,793             
Pondera 2,312,878             905,939                8,985,014             1,952,806             
Powder River 321,014                -                         1,983,843             978,869                
Powell 1,206,333             277,376                5,618,175             2,488,348             
Prairie 358,615                49,794                   1,505,737             493,481                
Ravalli 11,402,671           4,270,422             45,975,784           12,696,869           
Richland 2,614,884             -                         12,791,199           5,487,284             
Roosevelt 6,134,345             2,401,317             23,229,560           3,024,224             
Rosebud 2,738,166             442,339                14,279,866           6,036,415             
Sanders 2,684,876             702,448                12,003,034           4,221,397             
Sheridan 1,262,897             657,163                5,545,454             1,229,815             
Silver Bow 8,276,018             2,933,439             31,956,470           8,396,347             
Stillwater 2,007,819             250,588                10,869,242           6,003,468             
Sweet Grass 574,988                1,917                     3,460,591             2,631,128             
Teton 2,652,903             704,269                10,452,301           2,305,495             
Toole 1,371,370             421,573                5,882,604             2,039,174             
Treasure 194,219                -                         973,196                465,733                
Valley 2,735,309             1,200,956             11,499,009           2,570,985             
Wheatland 411,869                -                         2,551,215             1,980,547             
Wibaux -                         -                         1,087,272             4,259,766             
Yellowstone 46,292,879           17,392,981           183,056,471         43,997,978           
TOTAL $274,506,776 $90,783,229 $1,156,246,750 $468,597,224
*GTB directly reduces local property taxes for education.

**K-12 BASE Aid (District General Fund GTB, Direct State Aid, Special Education, and the 
five fully state funded components – Quality Educator Payment, At Risk Payment, Indian 
Education for All, Achievement Gap Payment, and Data for Achievement Payment), 
Retirement GTB, Block Grants, Major Maintenance Aid, Debt Service Assistance, State 
Transportation Reimbursement, State Technology Payment, Transformational Learning, 
and Advanced Opportunities. 

FY 2026 (ESTIMATED)

County
 School District 
General Fund 
Equity GTB* 

 School 
Retirement Equity 

GTB* 

 Total State K-12 
Funding** 

 Estimated     
Taxes Paid                      

95 Mills 
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