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01 Administration

Mission Statement - To monitor and to enforce in a fair and impartial manner: campaign practices and campaign
finance disclosure; lobbying disclosure; business interest disclosure of statewide and state district candidates, elected state
officials, and state department directors; ethical standards of conduct for legislators, public officers, and state employees;
and to investigate legitimate complaints that arise concerning any of the above.

Statutory Authority - Title 13, Chapter 37 and Title 2, Chapter 2, MCA.
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Program Description - The Commissioner of Political Practices is provided for in 13-37-102, MCA, which was enacted in
1975 as part of a campaign finance and practice law reform package, with duties and responsibilities set forth in Title 13,
Chapter 37, part 1, MCA. Additional responsibilities for the office were created through passage of an initiative in 1980
which provided for both lobbying disclosure and disclosure of business interests of elected officials. In 1995 the legislature
enacted the code of ethics and assigned to the commissioner the responsibility for administering ethical standards of
conduct for legislators, public officers, and state employees.

Program Proposed Budget Starting Budget Total Budget Total Executive
Point Adjustments Exec. Budget Adjustments Exec. Budget Budget Request
Budget Item Fiscal 2021 Fiscal 2022 Fiscal 2022 Fiscal 2023 Fiscal 2023 2023 Biennium
FTE 6.00 1.00 7.00 1.00 7.00
Personal Services 426,800 115,123 541,923 131,275 558,075 1,099,998
Operating Expenses 337,410 (69,355) 268,055 (86,044) 251,366 519,421
Total Costs $764,210 $45,768 $809,978 $45,231 $809,441 $1,619,419
General Fund 764,210 45,768 809,978 45,231 809,441 1,619,419
Total Funds $764,210 $45,768 $809,978 $45,231 $809,441 $1,619,419
Program Proposed Budget Adjustments
Budget Adjustments Budget Adjustments
Fiscal 2022 Fiscal 2023
General Fund Total Funds General Fund Total Funds
Statewide Present Law Adjustments
SWPL - 1 - Personal Services 10,163 10,163 12,435 12,435
SWPL - 2 - Fixed Costs (69,291) (69,291) (86,004) (86,004)
SWPL - 3 - Inflation Deflation (64) (64) (40) (40)
Total Statewide Present Law Adjustments ($59,192) ($59,192) ($73,609) ($73,609)
New Proposals
NP - 3201 - Reestablish Attorney Position 118,749 118,749 118,840 118,840
NP - 5555 - Reduce GF Budget for State Share Holiday (13,789) (13,789) 0 0
Total New Proposals $104,960 $104,960 $118,840 $118,840
Total Budget Adjustments $45,768 $45,768 $45,231 $45,231
Statewide Present Law Adjustments
General Fund Total Total Funds
FY 2022 $10,163 $10,163
FY 2023 $12,435 $12,435

SWPL - 1 - Personal Services -

The budget includes adjustments to the present law personal services budget for FY 2022 and FY 2023 to annualize
various personal services costs including FY 2021 statewide pay plan, benefit rate adjustments, longevity adjustments
related to incumbents in each position at the time of the snapshot, and vacancy savings.

General Fund Total Total Funds
FY 2022 ($69,291) ($69,291)
FY 2023 ($86,004) ($86,004)

SWPL - 2 - Fixed Costs -

The budget includes adjustments to funding to pay fixed costs assessed by other agencies within state government for
the services they provide. Examples of fixed costs include liability and property insurance, legislative audit, warrant writer,
payroll processing, and others. The rates charged for these services are approved in a separate portion of the budget.
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General Fund Total Total Funds
FY 2022 ($64) ($64)
FY 2023 ($40) ($40)

SWPL - 3 - Inflation Deflation -

The budget includes adjustments to the budget for fixed costs to reflect budgetary changes generated from the application
of inflation to specific expenditure accounts. Affected accounts include those associated with the statewide Motor Pool
operated by the Department of Transportation.

New Proposals

General Fund Total Total Funds
FY 2022 $118,749 $118,749
FY 2023 $118,840 $118,840

NP - 3201 - Reestablish Attorney Position -

This request reestablishes 1.00 FTE legal counsel for the Commissioner of Political Practices. The legislature established
the 1.00 FTE for legal counsel as one-time-only (OTO) in the 2017 and 2019 biennia with language stating that if the
person appointed as Commissioner of Political Practices was an attorney, the appropriation was void. The appointed
Commissioner was not an attorney, so the position was funded as OTO. COPP is requesting the position as ongoing in its
2023 budget request as the position and the need for it are ongoing.

General Fund Total Total Funds
FY 2022 ($13,789) ($13,789)
FY 2023 $0 $0

NP - 5555 - Reduce GF Budget for State Share Holiday -

Governor Gianforte has proposed legislation to impose a two-month state share holiday for employer contributions into
the state health insurance fund. This change package removes the general fund portion of the savings generated by the
contribution holiday. Savings from other funding sources will remain in the agency to be able to address ongoing functions
of the agency. This change package is contingent on passage and approval of the proposed legislation.
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