
SECTION C PUBLIC COMMENT  

Saturday 1/30/2021 

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-03 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: McCone Conservation District  
Name: Steve Wanderaas  
Email: swbarsw@midrivers.com  
Phone: (406) 650-7864  
City, State: Vida, Mt  
Written Statement: Mr. Chairman & Committee Members 
       McCone Conservation District cannot do the work we do to protect & promote the natural resources & citizens of 
McCone Co. & the state of Montana without the financial & technical support we receive from DNRC (especially the 
CARDD division). 
       Please support HB2. 
Thank You  
Steve Wanderaas 
Chairman McCone Conservation District  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: No  
Zoom Method: N/A 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Valley County Conservation District  
Name: Gene Granada  
Email: vccdmt20@gmail.com  
Phone: (406) 263-2325  
City, State: Glasgow, MT  
Written Statement: Not Provided  
Files: VCCD HB2 Testimony.pdf   
Testify via Zoom: No  
Zoom Method: N/A 
 

mailto:swbarsw@midrivers.com
mailto:vccdmt20@gmail.com


  

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Hill County Conservation District  
Name: Ted Brown  
Email: ted.brown@hubinternational.com  
Phone: (406) 262-4243  
City, State: Chinook, MT  
Written Statement: Not Provided  
Files: HILL CD HB2 TESTIMONY.pdf   
Testify via Zoom: No  
Zoom Method: N/A 
 

mailto:ted.brown@hubinternational.com


  

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Glacier County Conservation District  
Name: Todd Eney  
Email: glaciercountycd@gmail.com  
Phone: (406) 873-5618  
City, State: Cut Bank, MT  
Written Statement: Not Provided  
Files: GCCD H.B. No. 2 Testimony.pdf   
Testify via Zoom: No  
Zoom Method: N/A 
 

mailto:glaciercountycd@gmail.com


  

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-01 09:00 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation 
Position: Proponent 
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes 
Organization: Montana Association of Conservation Districts 
Name: Jim Simpson, President MACD 
Email: jim.g.simpson@gmail.com 
Phone: (406) 871-6011 
City, State: Polson 
Written Statement: Date: February 2, 2021 Testimony HB 2 Joint Subcommittee Natural Resources and 
Transportation Jim Simpson, Montana Association of Conservation District President (MACD) 
 
With your permission, Mr. Chairman, I’d like to give you some background and my thoughts about conservation 
district current and future funding needs  

mailto:jim.g.simpson@gmail.com


 
I would like to begin my testimony with a brief review of Montana’s 58 conservation districts. Conservation districts 
are a subdivision of Montana state government dating back to 1939. Each district has between 5 and 7 elected and or 
appointed, unpaid supervisors. The supervisors meet at least once a month at which time they administer the 
Montana Stream Bed and Bank act Preservation Law (aka 310 Law) and manage and implement conservation work in 
their districts. Conservation districts primary source of operating funds comes from a mill levy assessed against 
property in their district. The total amount of mill levy dollars derived from this assessment varies widely, with 42 of 
the 58 conservation districts receiving less than $40,000 per year to hire and retain an administrator, conduct 
conservation work and pay their bills. Conservation districts implement conservation work in their districts that 
makes sense for their constituents. Conservation Districts are this state’s natural resources wise use leaders 
 
My testimony is divided into three distinct funding related needs. 
 
First, we are concerned about funds available in the current fiscal year. We need funding to support conservation 
work in the next  6 months . CARD as well as conservation districts are facing a very significant shortfall in revenue as 
a result of declining coal tax revenues. This issue could be addressed in HB 3 and we are hoping for your support.  
 
Second, I would like to speak to funding for CARD and conservation districts for the biennium beginning July 1, 2021. 
MACD supports the Governor’s budget request for CARD and thus conservation districts. In addition, MACD requests 
that you consider an enhancement to this budget that will create a base budget for all Conservation districts of 
$80,000 per year. The total estimated amount required to reach this base budget is $2.7mm per year. I would like to 
draw you attention to the attached spread sheet which supports this request. 
 
Third, I would like to speak to future funding for conservation districts. MACD requests that you consider the 
inclusion of an interim study in the appropriate legislation. The study would examine conservation districts and 
recommend the establishment of a conservation district trust fund, managed by the State of Montana. As part of the 
study, revenue streams to support the trust would be identified and the rules under which the trust would be 
managed and earnings distributed recommended.  
 
Thank you for your time. I am available for any questions you may have. 
 
Attachment: (a) Spread sheet showing 2020 projected mill levy income for CD’s (b) List of Conservation projects being 
carried out state wide regionally and at the district level.  
Files: 2021 vs 2023 base budget.pdf CD activity 2021.pdf Testify via Zoom: Yes Zoom Method: Computer 
 



  



  

Sunday 1/31/2021 

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: No  
Organization: N/A  
Name: Neil Turnbull  
Email: nturnbull2@gmail.com  
Phone: (406) 787-7199  
City, State: Brocton, Mt.  
Written Statement: Rep. Holmlund, 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment and express my support for HB 2. In particular, I am writing to support 
funding for the conservation districts which provide a valuable service to us as ag producers. We operate a 

mailto:nturnbull2@gmail.com


farm/ranch and use the Missouri river water to raise crops for feed to winter our cattle herd as well as raise cash 
crops. We are facing a severe threat from fish wildlife and parks in the near future concerning the pallid sturgeon. 
The conservation district is providing us information and facilitating cooperation to work with the FWP agency and 
the US Army Corps of Engineers.  The district was instrumental in challenging the EIS by pointing out numbers of 
producers using the water and also the high value of these crops which affects many communities and operations in 
Montana. We do not have an organized irrigation district so rely on the conservation district to help us fight the fight 
we need. I ask that you give strong consideration to continue funding the conservation districts. In my opinion if you 
could reduce the FWP budget and increase the conservation I would be appreciative.  
Respectfully,  
Neil Turnbull  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: No  
Zoom Method: N/A 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Ruby Valley Conservation District  
Name: Audra Bell  
Email: audra@rvcd.org  
Phone: (208) 819-6313  
City, State: Sheridan, MT  
Written Statement: Not Provided  
Files: HB223 Testimony.pdf   
Testify via Zoom: No  
Zoom Method: N/A 
 

mailto:audra@rvcd.org


  

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-03 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation 
Position: Proponent 
Representing an Entity/Another Person: No 
Organization: N/A 
Name: RIchard and Connie Iversen 
Email: rjio@midrivers.com 
Phone: (406) 489-7770 
City, State: Culberston, Mt.  
Written Statement: Not Provided 
Files: Rep Holmlund and members of the com-pdf.pdf Testify via Zoom: No Zoom Method: N/A 
 

mailto:rjio@midrivers.com


  

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation 
Position: Proponent 
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes 
Organization: Montana Wood Products Association 
Name: Julia Altemus 
Email: julia@montanaforests.com 
Phone: (406) 241-7047 
City, State: Missoula, MT 
Written Statement: January 31, 2021 
Representative Kenneth Holmlund 
Chair, Natural Resources and Transportation Joint Subcommittees for Appropriations and Finance and Claims State 
Capitol, Room 317C Helena, MT 59601 

mailto:julia@montanaforests.com


RE: HB 2 Section C – Department of Natural Resources and Conservation – Trust Lands Division Dear Chair Ken 
Holmlund and Committee: 
On behalf of the Montana Wood Products Association, we offer our support for the request by the Trust Lands 
Management Division for an increase of 2.00 FTE, including personal services and operating budget. 
Recently, the Division performed a mid-term Sustained Yield Calculation (SYC) due to an increase in timberland 
holdings and advanced modeling technologies. As a result, the new SYC increased to 60mmbf with an additional 
8mmbf of opportunity wood in eastern Montana, which is a 5% increase in annual target for the current biennium. 
The FTE will provide additional timber sale capacity for the Forest Management program. 
Montana’s timber industry relies on the sustainable supply of wood fiber from the state’s Forest Management 
program. We encourage your support of the Division’s request. 
Best regards, 
Julia Altemus 
Julia Altemus 
Executive Director 
Montana Wood Products Association 
Files: MWPA Testimony HB 2 Section C DNRC Trust Lands.pdf Testify via Zoom: Yes Zoom Method: Computer 
 



  

Monday 2/1/2021 

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Blaine County Conservation District  
Name: Greg Jergeson  
Email: gjergeson@gmail.com  
Phone: (406) 949-0495  
City, State: Chinook  
Written Statement: As the Chinook Urban Supervisor on and Treasurer for the Blaine County Conservation District, I 
wish to lend my name in support of the budget requested by DNRC, and especially for the Conservation districts 
Bureau.  The Department has been very helpful for our work here in Blaine County.  

mailto:gjergeson@gmail.com


Files:   
Testify via Zoom: No  
Zoom Method: N/A 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Judith Basin Conservation District  
Name: Teresa Wilhelms  
Email: judithbasincd@macdnet.org  
Phone: (406) 566-2311  
City, State: Stanford Montana  
Written Statement: The Judith Basin Conservation District supports the DNRC funding in house bill HB2.  DNRC 
Conservation District Bureau (DNRC-CDB) has been a valuable asset to Conservation Districts across the state of 
Montana, providing technical assistance for project planning and stream permitting,  financial assistance,  and legal 
support.  The DNRC-CDB has provided local Conservation Districts much needed support for conservation education, 
conservation practices and on the ground projects that benefit the landowners, producers, and residents of 
Montana.  We ask that you support funding of the DNRC in HB-2, so that the DNRC-CDB can continue to assist the 
Conservation Districts in implementing  conservation programs for Montana.  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: No  
Zoom Method: N/A 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Custer County and Yellowstone River Conservation  
Name: Keith Holmlund  
Email: k.holmlund@co.custer.mt.us  
Phone: (406) 874-3350  
City, State: Miles City, MT.  
Written Statement: Comments in support of Conservation Districts  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: Yes  
Zoom Method: Computer 

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Pondera County Conservation District  
Name: Jane Holzer  
Email: holzerja@hotmail.com  
Phone: (406) 799-6267  
City, State: Conrad, MT  

mailto:judithbasincd@macdnet.org
mailto:k.holmlund@co.custer.mt.us
mailto:holzerja@hotmail.com


Written Statement: I am in support of full funding for DNRC/Conservation and Resource Development Division.  The 
technical and financial assistance provided by CARDD supports the individual conservation districts' resource and 
education programs and their legal responsibilities. I am speaking in particular about the Pondera Co Conservation 
District (PCCD) but in general for all Montana CDs.  In addition, PCCD oversees the very successful salinity program 
for 34 Eastern MT counties.  The line item funding for salinity control provides continuity for technical staff and 
resources to address saline soil and water conditions for private property.  I am recently retired from 41 years with 
the salinity program as the agronomist and Program Director so I can attest to the excellent reclamation success 
achieved to bring land back into production and protect water resources.  I now serve as a Pondera Co. CD 
supervisor.  I am available for questions.  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: Yes  
Zoom Method: Computer 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-03 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: No  
Organization: N/A  
Name: Peter Fritsch  
Email: tetonriver.mt@gmail.com  
Phone: (406) 600-6353  
City, State: Choteau, MT  
Written Statement: Not Provided  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: Yes  
Zoom Method: Computer 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Ruby Valley Conservation District  
Name: John C Anderson  
Email: jck@3rivers.net  
Phone: (406) 842-5306  
City, State: Alder  
Written Statement: Not Provided  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: Yes  
Zoom Method: Computer 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-03 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: No  
Organization: N/A  
Name: Mike Ames  

mailto:tetonriver.mt@gmail.com
mailto:jck@3rivers.net


Email: mike@h2oagri.com  
Phone: (701) 770-5108  
City, State: Belgrade  
Written Statement: Mike and Jan Ames, owners YDOC Land and Livestock at Frazer Mt. a 2500 acre irrigated farm 
and ranch in NE Montana along the Mighty Missouri River. The Missouri River is our life line to insure a feed base for 
our livestock operation and irrigated crop production for the farming operation. YDOC would not exist without the 
reliable water source from the Missouri River which is being  threatened by the Army Corps of Engineers to change 
the discharges from Fort Peck dam to possibly benefit the Pallid Sturgeon. There are more logical alternatives to 
benefit the Pallid Sturgeon then adversly affecting every water user below Fort Peck Dam. The Missouri River 
Conservation District Council (MRCDC) and local conservation districts play a vital role working with Irrigators and 
water users along the Missouri River and  there funding is vital to our area and the entire State of Montana. Please 
support HB 2 funding for the DNRC and the conservation and resource development division, page 15 line 24 and 25 
to its fullest extend. Value added agriculture is very important to our survival and sustainability in eastern Montana. 
Thank You, Mike and Jan Ames, 100 Belle Creek Road , Belgrade Mt.  59714  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: No  
Zoom Method: N/A 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-03 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Big Hole Watershed Committee  
Name: Pedro Marques  
Email: pmarques@bhwc.org  
Phone: (406) 552-2369  
City, State: Divide  
Written Statement: Honorable Chair and members of the Joint Committee, on behalf of the Big Hole Watershed 
Committee, I would like to submit my support for Section C of HB 2.  This section funds the critical work of the 
DNRC's water resources division, which, since the formation of the Watershed Committee 25 years ago, has been a 
major ally in the management of Drought, understanding of the hydrology and water resources of the Big Hole, for 
the benefit of all users. 
We support full funding of the DNRCs Water Resources division under HB-2. 
The Big Hole Watershed Committee is multi-stakeholder consensus-based group with 23 governing board members 
representing all water interests in our watershed.  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: Yes  
Zoom Method: Computer 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-03 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: No  
Organization: N/A  
Name: Jennifer Schoonen  
Email: jennifer@blackfootchallenge.org  
Phone: (406) 360-6445  
City, State: Missoula, MT  

mailto:mike@h2oagri.com
mailto:pmarques@bhwc.org
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Written Statement: Hello -- I work as a water resources program manager for a local nonprofit watershed group in 
the Blackfoot watershed. In my professional capacity, I work closely with many staff from the Department of Natural 
Resources and Conservation. Our work -- with communities, ranchers and farmers, and recreationists -- all benefits 
greatly from the technical and financial support we receive from the DNRC. DNRC grants have helped us implement 
irrigation efficiency projects, stream restoration work, and drought resiliency planning. We also rely heavily on the 
state's stream gage network and have worked closely with DNRC staff in the last couple of years to ensure the 
sustainability of the stream gaging system. Stream gages inform our drought response planning process and ensure 
communities are prepared for potential drought year water use restrictions. The DNRC Water Resources Division 
provides critical coordination and support to local watershed groups and communities across the state. Thank you for 
your consideration in supporting their budget for the next biennium.  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: No  
Zoom Method: N/A 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation 
Position: Proponent 
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes 
Organization: Sun River Watershed Group 
Name: Tracy Wendt 
Email: sunriverwatershed@gmail.com 
Phone: (406) 214-2868 
City, State: Great Falls, MT 
Written Statement: Dear Chairman Holmlund and Committee: 
 
On behalf of the Sun River Watershed Group (SRWG), I am writing to encourage the Appropriations Subcommittee to 
approve the Department of Natural Resources and Conservation Budget, HB2, Section C. SRWG especially values the 
partnership with and support we receive from the Water Resources Division. We have uploaded a letter of support 
including examples of the value DNRC provides. I regret that I am unavailable to appear in person or via Zoom due to 
scheduling conflicts. Thank you.  
Files: 2021 Legislative Support HB2 Sect C SRWG.pdf Testify via Zoom: No Zoom Method: N/A 
 

mailto:sunriverwatershed@gmail.com


  

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Richland County Conservation District  
Name: Julie Goss  
Email: julie.goss@mt.nacdnet.net  
Phone: (406) 433-2103  
City, State: Sidney, MT  
Written Statement: Not Provided  
Files: hb2 letter.pdf   
Testify via Zoom: No  
Zoom Method: N/A 
 

mailto:julie.goss@mt.nacdnet.net


  

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Lincoln Conservation District  
Name: Rae Lynn Hays  
Email: lincolncd@interbel.net  
Phone: (406) 297-2233  
City, State: Eureka, MT  
Written Statement: Not Provided  
Files: HB2 Testimony.pdf   
Testify via Zoom: No  
Zoom Method: N/A 
 

mailto:lincolncd@interbel.net


  

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Milk River Watershed Alliance  
Name: Sarah Hitchcock  
Email: sarah@milkrivermt.org  
Phone: (406) 942-2266  
City, State: Glasgow, MT  
Written Statement: Not Provided  
Files: MRWA.pdf   
Testify via Zoom: Yes  
Zoom Method: Computer 
 

mailto:sarah@milkrivermt.org


  

Tuesday 2/2/2021 

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-03 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: No  
Organization: N/A  
Name: Neil Iversen  
Email: neiliversen@gmail.com  
Phone: (406) 480-5841  
City, State: Bainville, MT  
Written Statement: My family farms and ranches in northeast Montana along the Missouri River.  We irrigate and 
have a commercial cattle operation.  
 

mailto:neiliversen@gmail.com


HB 2 provides funding for our local conservation district (CD) as well as the Missouri River Conservation Districts 
Council (MRCDC).  As irrigators downstream of Fort Peck Dam we live in fear of the USACE's  ongoing test flow 
proposal.  The CD's and MRCDC have kept us informed and ensured that we have a seat at the table for a decision 
that could change our livelihoods and our lives. 
 
Thank you for your time and I urge your support of HB 2 and the continued funding for conservation districts it 
provides.  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: No  
Zoom Method: N/A 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-03 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation 
Position: Proponent 
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes 
Organization: Montana Watershed Coordination Council 
Name: Ethan Kunard 
Email: ethan@mtwatersheds.org 
Phone: (406) 475-1420 
City, State: Helena 
Written Statement: Not Provided 
Files: HB-2 Letter to Committee_MWCC.pdf Testify via Zoom: No Zoom Method: N/A 
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