SECTION C PUBLIC COMMENT
Saturday 1/30/2021

Details:
Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-03 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes
Organization: McCone Conservation District
Name: Steve Wanderaas
Email: swbarsw@midrivers.com
Phone: (406) 650-7864
City, State: Vida, Mt
Written Statement: Mr. Chairman & Committee Members
McCone Conservation District cannot do the work we do to protect & promote the natural resources & citizens of
McCone Co. & the state of Montana without the financial & technical support we receive from DNRC (especially the
CARDD division).
Please support HB2.
Thank You
Steve Wanderaas
Chairman McCone Conservation District
Files:
Testify via Zoom: No
Zoom Method: N/A

Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes
Organization: Valley County Conservation District
Name: Gene Granada

Email: vecdmt20@gmail.com

Phone: (406) 263-2325

City, State: Glasgow, MT

Written Statement: Not Provided

Files: VCCD HB2 Testimony.pdf

Testify via Zoom: No

Zoom Method: N/A
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Ar. Chaitman, Mr. Vice-Chialnoan, and Henotahle Members of the Joine Appropristiones Subsommilles On
Marieal Resourees s | rnsporiation:

Cim behult of the Beard of Supervisors of e Villey Cously Conservaiion Districl. 4 wowd fike 1o tarmalis
crpress ol suppart far the Conseosaion woul Bemone Developmeot Division (CABINY) budmet request. Chr
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[ERITEINE mid cormmunily enhancoment in nral Montasa.

Aaliditigundiy, cor Conservativn District weowld [ike o extend suppor for e hieanai? €ive Comseryaiin
Diatrivis Couneil (MBCDUL whose funding alze resides within this appenpr o5 ik, BRCOC has served o
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Reapeatinliv,

L. .

Ardlrras .'..;’AWW'-{-_P
Liene Ciranada, Chair
Walley Uiy Consereation Distriet Boant of Swparvizsars

Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes
Organization: Hill County Conservation District
Name: Ted Brown

Email: ted.brown@hubinternational.com
Phone: (406) 262-4243

City, State: Chinook, MT

Written Statement: Not Provided

Files: HILL CD HB2 TESTIMONY.pdf

Testify via Zoom: No

Zoom Method: N/A
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206 25 fvenis Wiest Suite #1
Hill County

Conservation Havre, Montana X8501
District ADG-265-6792

BOUCAL £ CRARTH SETST OCISITMATICN

The Honarhle Representative Xonneth fiotmlund, Chair
The Honwrobde Semalor Duone Ankney, Vice Choir
Joint Appropriaticns Subcommittes On Noturel Resources and Tronspariaiion

Teesday, Febiuary 2, 2021

Board o Supervisors
Hill Courry Conseration District

Suppart for H.B. Na_ X General Appropriobiaes Act of 2021, Relating to the Funaiag of the Deportient
of Nelurel Resources givd Conservation, Conserwation and Resounce Developrent Division

Wi Chairrman, My Wice Chaivmain, and the Honorable Members of this Committae:

The Hill Crunty Conservaton District bas beneflted tremendowshy from the prograss aed staff of the
Conscrvation and Resource Develapment Division (CARDD). Because of the remmote natura of our
communities along Lhe Hi Lise, cconamic and ediscatinnal resources can be sparss, The vaikous
orograms offerad by CARDD make elors within our Conservation District possibie. The Inss or reduction
in Lhizse programs would severnly impede aur abifity to serve Hill County. The Boaid of Supervisars of
the Hill County Conservation Districl urge this connmillee 1o grant the epartment of Natumi Rescuroes
and Conserwalion, Conscryaton and Hesaurce Develnpment Division, the budgel reques) as presented,

Thiank o for your time and consideration.

Rispoctfully,
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Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes
Organization: Glacier County Conservation District
Name: Todd Eney

Email: glaciercountycd@gmail.com

Phone: (406) 873-5618

City, State: Cut Bank, MT

Written Statement: Not Provided

Files: GCCD H.B. No. 2 Testimony.pdf

Testify via Zoom: No

Zoom Method: N/A
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1he Honarable Represeneative Kenne Lt Holmbend, Chair
The Honarable Senator Duane Ankney, Vice-Chair

Tuesday, Febivary 2, 3021

Testimony aft (he koard of Supenisors, Glacier Counly Conservation District

Support for H.B. Bo. 2: General Approprigtions Ack of 2021, Relaling (e the Funding of the Depan lesent of
Natural Resoarces and Conservation, Conservatinn and Resource Development Divisinn

Wr. Chaiirmman, dMr. Vice Chainman, and Mernbers of the Cormrilions:

The Glacier County Conservation District worold bike to cxpress our sincereul support Tor e budgel presented
beFore you at this hearing. The Conservalion and Resource Developnent Nivision (CARND] has givan our
Conservalion District, and urimately the residents af Glaciar County, extraordinary supporl through seveal
grant pragrams. fn 2013, we received a 223 Grant that was used ta build a community garden in Cul Buntk, wilh
the goal of connecting adolts 2nd children to the soid wd their lood . We receive annyal mini-grants that are
wsed Lo prowide educational programs to the srudents in Glacier Counby. We have alse recerved Lo Poliinator
Grants and continue o receve Admeislralion Granls each vear used fo support the numerous aperations we
atrinisier

The proprams nitered through CARDD arc absolebely inlegral Lo vonservation effarts in Glacier County. Like
many othier countivs and Consesvation Mistricts in Momana, Glacier County has mel financl diffieulties and
uncertainty. As a result, owr comenunity relies on CARDD's programs, stafl and assistance. We urge you to
vorsader e needs of our counby and grant this budget as requested, 5o We an continus 1o provide common
sense conservation to the residenks of Glacier Uounty,

e Linank you Ter your Lime and consideration.

Hespectufly,

S ST L

Todd Eney. Chair Terad Wahl
P Al T il

Wlars Suta Chins Lewris

T . 4

Chuck Smith

Giaefer County Cansensation (iatiict Bancd af Superesors

Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-01 09:00 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes

Organization: Montana Association of Conservation Districts

Name: Jim Simpson, President MACD

Email: jim.g.simpson@gmail.com

Phone: (406) 871-6011

City, State: Polson

Written Statement: Date: February 2, 2021 Testimony HB 2 Joint Subcommittee Natural Resources and
Transportation Jim Simpson, Montana Association of Conservation District President (MACD)

With your permission, Mr. Chairman, I'd like to give you some background and my thoughts about conservation
district current and future funding needs


mailto:jim.g.simpson@gmail.com

| would like to begin my testimony with a brief review of Montana’s 58 conservation districts. Conservation districts
are a subdivision of Montana state government dating back to 1939. Each district has between 5 and 7 elected and or
appointed, unpaid supervisors. The supervisors meet at least once a month at which time they administer the
Montana Stream Bed and Bank act Preservation Law (aka 310 Law) and manage and implement conservation work in
their districts. Conservation districts primary source of operating funds comes from a mill levy assessed against
property in their district. The total amount of mill levy dollars derived from this assessment varies widely, with 42 of
the 58 conservation districts receiving less than $40,000 per year to hire and retain an administrator, conduct
conservation work and pay their bills. Conservation districts implement conservation work in their districts that
makes sense for their constituents. Conservation Districts are this state’s natural resources wise use leaders

My testimony is divided into three distinct funding related needs.

First, we are concerned about funds available in the current fiscal year. We need funding to support conservation
work in the next 6 months. CARD as well as conservation districts are facing a very significant shortfall in revenue as
a result of declining coal tax revenues. This issue could be addressed in HB 3 and we are hoping for your support.

Second, | would like to speak to funding for CARD and conservation districts for the biennium beginning July 1, 2021.
MACD supports the Governor’s budget request for CARD and thus conservation districts. In addition, MACD requests
that you consider an enhancement to this budget that will create a base budget for all Conservation districts of
$80,000 per year. The total estimated amount required to reach this base budget is $2.7mm per year. | would like to
draw you attention to the attached spread sheet which supports this request.

Third, | would like to speak to future funding for conservation districts. MACD requests that you consider the
inclusion of an interim study in the appropriate legislation. The study would examine conservation districts and
recommend the establishment of a conservation district trust fund, managed by the State of Montana. As part of the
study, revenue streams to support the trust would be identified and the rules under which the trust would be
managed and earnings distributed recommended.

Thank you for your time. | am available for any questions you may have.
Attachment: (a) Spread sheet showing 2020 projected mill levy income for CD’s (b) List of Conservation projects being

carried out state wide regionally and at the district level.
Files: 2021 vs 2023 base budget.pdf CD activity 2021.pdf Testify via Zoom: Yes Zoom Method: Computer



A sample: Conservation District and Association Projects 2021
Grade school education relating to conservation and agriculture
Soil Health seminars
Pollinator education, establishment of pollinator plots, outreach
Management of the “Streambed and bank Preservation “Act.
Rangeland Education
Irrigation water conservation and management
Mob Grazing education and outreach
Ground water quality studies
Stream restoration projects
Forest fuels mitigation projects
Tree planting projects
Scholarships for students pursuing a natural resource degree
Establishment and maintenance of community gardens.
Sage Grouse mitigation inftiative
In partnership with Fish, Wildlife & Parks, staff and manage 4 Al5 checdk stations.
No till drill and tree planter rental programs
Study and address urban storm water runoff
Flood mitigation planning
Well water testing cost share
No interest loans & cost share programs for producers implementing conservation practices
River-basin wide conservation on the Milk, Missouri, and Yellowstone Rivers
Saline Seep mitigation and reclamation
Envirothon
Shelter behs

Hosting Big Sky Watershed Corps people for a variety of conservation projects.



Comse rvation 2020 Projectsd

District Lewy Income:

Fiathend 5 33424707

Miszouls 5 27024202 Current Ask MALD GOAL
Gamtn |4 2008720

[T 5 16353430 Conesereation mml‘.ﬂﬁ Base uperalils
Hittemoat 5 13633973 Districts with budget of budget of
Lewis and Clark 5§ 133amT2 less Ehan 536,000 580,000
Macizon 5 12897754 820,000 projected Exampie Exampis
Wellowstone 5 111 05346 incnme, 2020 Distribution Distritwrtion
Lake 5 7E.E57ET 3 TEEITET 5 134213
Roszbud 5 7708076 3 77.030.76 5 2,569.24
Linooin 5 TL,Em39 % T1,E35 29 k1 B 14071
Richiand 5 ITEMTZ 2 57,504 72 % 22,398 28
Mile High 5 455361 3 45,533.61 H 33,044.39
Caroon 5 8633334 2 8E5,533.34 % 33,066 56
Park 5 aa4Tiaa H 4447324 % 35,524 76
il 5§ apd32ze 3 40,132 26 3 39,867.14
Shacier 5 37mzel 3 37,2325% 3 42 167.05
JeffErson 5 3541552 2 3IEME ST % 43,583 08
S T R 3 3212553 53,810 H 47.81037
Chowteau 5 30,80100 2 30,204 00 55,199 % 49,193 00
Stillwater 5 30,7000 3 30,760.00 55,240 3 43,240.00
Beaverhead 5 2530378 3 25,303.78 56,636 3 50,596.22
(Gre=n Mourtsin 5 2774308 2 2774508 58251 % 52,250.52
[ 5 2924376 2 2384375 540,156 % 54 156 24
Fondera § 25,2409 3 13,2903 510,758 H 54,753.41
Eefom 1% 2a%E00 3 23,1200 $11,282 H 55,432.00
Valley 5 2238173 2 22E81 73 543,158 % 57 15825
Toole 5 20,90513 2 20,506.1% 545,094 % 55,093 85
Blaire 5§ n3EEsy 3 20,383.5% 515415 3 53,416.05
Sig sancy 5 I20,04819 2 20,083 1% 545 356 % 55,355 85
Liberty 5 1599957 2 15,555 67 546,000 % 50,0033
Rogsevelt 5 1543413 3 15,134.3% 516,266 3 E0,BE5.85
Sheridan 5§ 1553461 3 12,534.51 517,065 H E1,065.39
Teton 5 1593461 % 12,5345 517,065 H E1,065.39
Prame § 1240007 3 12,400.07 517,600 H £1,599.53
Granite 5  1B47371 2 1B 47851 $17.821 % 51,821 49
Ruby Valley 5 1757100 3 17,372.00 518428 3 £2,422.00
HNorthem Fowell § 1779239 3 1729238 518,748 E 5274761
Custer 5 1533748 2 1635748 519,543 % 63,542 52
Lower Musseishell 5 13,70500 % 1%,706.00 530,294 % 54,294 00
Philips 5 1353370 3 13,333.70 520,454 3 £4,464.30
Upper Muzsseishell | $  13,26132 3 132603 520,738 H 54.738.48
Deer Lodze 5 1857738 2 1857738 s21323 % 6532262
Broadwater 5 18305734 2 1430654 S21593 % 65,593 46
Eastern Sanders 5§ 1353263 3 1363253 522367 3 £8,367.37
Ceniels 5 1342590 2 1342650 S22 ET3 % B6,E73.10
Mineral 5 12,907.40 % 12,507 40 533093 % 7,092 60
Sweet Grass 5 2snm 3 12,621 5% 523378 3 E7.37845
Little Beaver 5 1A 3 1241234 523588 3 E7.587.76
Trensume 5 1zmsEs 3 1122288 524717 H §8,717.11
Togwh Bamn |5 i0a4323 3 1044333 $35557 H E8,556.75
McCons 5 4023330 2 10,283 30 535,717 % 59, 71680
Meagher ] 5,333.14 3 533514 526441 3 T0,440.86
Cartzr 5 514348 3 £i43.48 529,257 3 7385652
Powder River 5 3,404 99 2 3,404 59 530,595 % 74,595 01
Garfieid 5 455994 2 456358 531334 % 75,334.06
Wibsux 5 4,30541 3 420011 531,795 3 75,734.89
Petroleum H 2317 5 237 533,583 3 77.682.78

Totsl § 2,787,793.10

i

121753496 % FINIELED 5 2,862 DEY04
Approxmate Approximate:

Amount Required  Amount Required

o Bring 80 CD's o Bring 51 C0°s
o o base of o & base of
436,000 year 580,000/ year

Sunday 1/31/2021

Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: No

Organization: N/A

Name: Neil Turnbull

Email: nturnbull2@gmail.com

Phone: (406) 787-7199

City, State: Brocton, Mt.

Written Statement: Rep. Holmlund,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment and express my support for HB 2. In particular, | am writing to support
funding for the conservation districts which provide a valuable service to us as ag producers. We operate a
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farm/ranch and use the Missouri river water to raise crops for feed to winter our cattle herd as well as raise cash
crops. We are facing a severe threat from fish wildlife and parks in the near future concerning the pallid sturgeon.
The conservation district is providing us information and facilitating cooperation to work with the FWP agency and
the US Army Corps of Engineers. The district was instrumental in challenging the EIS by pointing out numbers of
producers using the water and also the high value of these crops which affects many communities and operations in
Montana. We do not have an organized irrigation district so rely on the conservation district to help us fight the fight
we need. | ask that you give strong consideration to continue funding the conservation districts. In my opinion if you
could reduce the FWP budget and increase the conservation | would be appreciative.

Respectfully,

Neil Turnbull

Files:

Testify via Zoom: No

Zoom Method: N/A

Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes
Organization: Ruby Valley Conservation District
Name: Audra Bell

Email: audra@rvcd.org

Phone: (208) 819-6313

City, State: Sheridan, MT

Written Statement: Not Provided

Files: HB223 Testimony.pdf

Testify via Zoom: No

Zoom Method: N/A
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PO Box 295, Sheridan, MT 59749 (406) 842-5741 X101 mod@lnversnet WAWWRVCD ORG
January 31, 2021

Dear Committes Members,

Through DMRC HEZ23 and district development funding, the Ruby Valley Conservation District and Ruby
Watershed Council has accomplished a variety of watershed improvernent projects. This funding source has
been utlized to pay for staff coordination of upland restoration projects and riparian restoration

projects as well as educational opportunities for community members. For years, we have optimized

DNRC funding o improve the Ruby Valley and we hope to continue applying this funding source o
“protect the land and preserve our heritage.”

Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-03 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: No

Organization: N/A

Name: Rlchard and Connie lversen

Email: riio@midrivers.com

Phone: (406) 489-7770

City, State: Culberston, Mt.

Written Statement: Not Provided

Files: Rep Holmlund and members of the com-pdf.pdf Testify via Zoom: No Zoom Method: N/A
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Rep Holmlund and members of the committes
Subject: HE 2 DNRC, Conservation and Resource Development Division, (Page 15, lines 24 &25)

We are Dick and Connie versen of Culbertson, Mt. Our family farms and ranches in Richland County on
the Missouri River. We would like to express our support for HB 2 as it provides vital funding for DNRC
at the state level, our local conservation district (CD) and the Missouri River Conservation Districts
Council [MRCDC). The MRCDC and CD keeps us informed on important conservation issues facing us.

Owr local Conservation District and MRCDC have been critical in puaranteeing irrigators downstream of
Fort Peck Dam, like ourselves, have access to water during irrigation season. Since the U.5. Corps of
Engineers proposes doing test flows out of Ft Peck Dam, the CD and MRCDC have kept us informed and
ensured that our interests were considered during the ongoing MEPA process. With the help of MRCDC
and our local conservation districts were able to convince the Corps to do an economic analysis and
pump site survey to better understand how the proposal could impact irrigators. Had this not
happened, the Draft EIS would have been released without consideration of these facts and likely
jeopardized our ability to irrfigate.

50, in conclusion please support in HE 2 funding for the DNRC, Conservation and Resource Development
Division, (Page 15, lines 24 &25) to its full extent. We as ranchers in Eastern Montana need the DNRC,
CDs and MRCDC help.

Thanks
Dick and Connie lversen
13749 CR 332,

Culbertson, Mt. 55218

Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes

Organization: Montana Wood Products Association

Name: Julia Altemus

Email: julia@montanaforests.com

Phone: (406) 241-7047

City, State: Missoula, MT

Written Statement: January 31, 2021

Representative Kenneth Holmlund

Chair, Natural Resources and Transportation Joint Subcommittees for Appropriations and Finance and Claims State
Capitol, Room 317C Helena, MT 59601
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RE: HB 2 Section C — Department of Natural Resources and Conservation — Trust Lands Division Dear Chair Ken
Holmlund and Committee:

On behalf of the Montana Wood Products Association, we offer our support for the request by the Trust Lands
Management Division for an increase of 2.00 FTE, including personal services and operating budget.

Recently, the Division performed a mid-term Sustained Yield Calculation (SYC) due to an increase in timberland
holdings and advanced modeling technologies. As a result, the new SYC increased to 60mmbf with an additional
8mmbf of opportunity wood in eastern Montana, which is a 5% increase in annual target for the current biennium.
The FTE will provide additional timber sale capacity for the Forest Management program.

Montana’s timber industry relies on the sustainable supply of wood fiber from the state’s Forest Management
program. We encourage your support of the Division’s request.

Best regards,

Julia Altemus

Julia Altemus

Executive Director

Montana Wood Products Association

Files: MWPA Testimony HB 2 Section C DNRC Trust Lands.pdf Testify via Zoom: Yes Zoom Method: Computer
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Representative Kenneth Holmlund

Chair, Natural Resources and Transportation

Joint Subcommittees for Appropriations and Finance and Claims
State Capitol, Room 317C

Helena, MT 59601

RE: HB 2 Section C — Department of Natural Resources and Conservation — Trust Lands Division
Dear Chair Ken Holmlund and Committes:

On behalf of the Montana Wood Products Association, we offer our support for the request by the
Trust Lands Management Division for an increase of 2.00 FTE, including personal services and
operating budget.

Recently, the Divisicn performed a mid-term Sustained Yield Calculation (S$YC) due to an increase in
timberland holdings and advanced modeling technologies. As a result, the new 5YC increased to
60mmbf with an additional Bmmbf of opportunity wood in eastern Montana, which is a 5% increase in
annual target for the current biennium. The FTE will provide additional timber sale capacity for the
Forest Management program.

Montana’s timber industry relies on the sustainable supply of wood fiber from the state’s Forest
Management program. We encourage your support of the Division's request.

Best regards,
Julia Altemus
Julia Altemus

Executive Director
Meontana Wood Products Association

PO, Bo 1967, Missoula MT 59606  Phone (406) 2417047 wwww.monianaiorests.com

Monday 2/1/2021

Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes

Organization: Blaine County Conservation District

Name: Greg Jergeson

Email: gjergeson@gmail.com

Phone: (406) 949-0495

City, State: Chinook

Written Statement: As the Chinook Urban Supervisor on and Treasurer for the Blaine County Conservation District, |
wish to lend my name in support of the budget requested by DNRC, and especially for the Conservation districts
Bureau. The Department has been very helpful for our work here in Blaine County.
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Files:
Testify via Zoom: No
Zoom Method: N/A

Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes

Organization: Judith Basin Conservation District

Name: Teresa Wilhelms

Email: judithbasincd@macdnet.org

Phone: (406) 566-2311

City, State: Stanford Montana

Written Statement: The Judith Basin Conservation District supports the DNRC funding in house bill HB2. DNRC
Conservation District Bureau (DNRC-CDB) has been a valuable asset to Conservation Districts across the state of
Montana, providing technical assistance for project planning and stream permitting, financial assistance, and legal
support. The DNRC-CDB has provided local Conservation Districts much needed support for conservation education,
conservation practices and on the ground projects that benefit the landowners, producers, and residents of
Montana. We ask that you support funding of the DNRC in HB-2, so that the DNRC-CDB can continue to assist the
Conservation Districts in implementing conservation programs for Montana.

Files:

Testify via Zoom: No

Zoom Method: N/A

Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes

Organization: Custer County and Yellowstone River Conservation
Name: Keith Holmlund

Email: k.holmlund@co.custer.mt.us

Phone: (406) 874-3350

City, State: Miles City, MT.

Written Statement: Comments in support of Conservation Districts
Files:

Testify via Zoom: Yes

Zoom Method: Computer

Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes

Organization: Pondera County Conservation District

Name: Jane Holzer

Email: holzerja@hotmail.com

Phone: (406) 799-6267

City, State: Conrad, MT
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Written Statement: | am in support of full funding for DNRC/Conservation and Resource Development Division. The
technical and financial assistance provided by CARDD supports the individual conservation districts' resource and
education programs and their legal responsibilities. | am speaking in particular about the Pondera Co Conservation
District (PCCD) but in general for all Montana CDs. In addition, PCCD oversees the very successful salinity program
for 34 Eastern MT counties. The line item funding for salinity control provides continuity for technical staff and
resources to address saline soil and water conditions for private property. | am recently retired from 41 years with
the salinity program as the agronomist and Program Director so | can attest to the excellent reclamation success
achieved to bring land back into production and protect water resources. | now serve as a Pondera Co. CD
supervisor. | am available for questions.

Files:

Testify via Zoom: Yes

Zoom Method: Computer

Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-03 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: No
Organization: N/A

Name: Peter Fritsch

Email: tetonriver.mt@gmail.com

Phone: (406) 600-6353

City, State: Choteau, MT

Written Statement: Not Provided

Files:

Testify via Zoom: Yes

Zoom Method: Computer

Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes
Organization: Ruby Valley Conservation District
Name: John C Anderson

Email: jck@3rivers.net

Phone: (406) 842-5306

City, State: Alder

Written Statement: Not Provided

Files:

Testify via Zoom: Yes

Zoom Method: Computer

Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-03 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: No

Organization: N/A

Name: Mike Ames
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Email: mike@h20agri.com

Phone: (701) 770-5108

City, State: Belgrade

Written Statement: Mike and Jan Ames, owners YDOC Land and Livestock at Frazer Mt. a 2500 acre irrigated farm
and ranch in NE Montana along the Mighty Missouri River. The Missouri River is our life line to insure a feed base for
our livestock operation and irrigated crop production for the farming operation. YDOC would not exist without the
reliable water source from the Missouri River which is being threatened by the Army Corps of Engineers to change
the discharges from Fort Peck dam to possibly benefit the Pallid Sturgeon. There are more logical alternatives to
benefit the Pallid Sturgeon then adversly affecting every water user below Fort Peck Dam. The Missouri River
Conservation District Council (MRCDC) and local conservation districts play a vital role working with Irrigators and
water users along the Missouri River and there funding is vital to our area and the entire State of Montana. Please
support HB 2 funding for the DNRC and the conservation and resource development division, page 15 line 24 and 25
to its fullest extend. Value added agriculture is very important to our survival and sustainability in eastern Montana.
Thank You, Mike and Jan Ames, 100 Belle Creek Road , Belgrade Mt. 59714

Files:

Testify via Zoom: No

Zoom Method: N/A

Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-03 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes

Organization: Big Hole Watershed Committee

Name: Pedro Marques

Email: pmarques@bhwc.org

Phone: (406) 552-2369

City, State: Divide

Written Statement: Honorable Chair and members of the Joint Committee, on behalf of the Big Hole Watershed
Committee, | would like to submit my support for Section C of HB 2. This section funds the critical work of the
DNRC's water resources division, which, since the formation of the Watershed Committee 25 years ago, has been a
major ally in the management of Drought, understanding of the hydrology and water resources of the Big Hole, for
the benefit of all users.

We support full funding of the DNRCs Water Resources division under HB-2.

The Big Hole Watershed Committee is multi-stakeholder consensus-based group with 23 governing board members
representing all water interests in our watershed.

Files:

Testify via Zoom: Yes

Zoom Method: Computer

Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-03 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: No

Organization: N/A

Name: Jennifer Schoonen

Email: jennifer@blackfootchallenge.org

Phone: (406) 360-6445

City, State: Missoula, MT
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Written Statement: Hello -- | work as a water resources program manager for a local nonprofit watershed group in
the Blackfoot watershed. In my professional capacity, | work closely with many staff from the Department of Natural
Resources and Conservation. Our work -- with communities, ranchers and farmers, and recreationists -- all benefits
greatly from the technical and financial support we receive from the DNRC. DNRC grants have helped us implement
irrigation efficiency projects, stream restoration work, and drought resiliency planning. We also rely heavily on the
state's stream gage network and have worked closely with DNRC staff in the last couple of years to ensure the
sustainability of the stream gaging system. Stream gages inform our drought response planning process and ensure
communities are prepared for potential drought year water use restrictions. The DNRC Water Resources Division
provides critical coordination and support to local watershed groups and communities across the state. Thank you for
your consideration in supporting their budget for the next biennium.

Files:

Testify via Zoom: No

Zoom Method: N/A

Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes

Organization: Sun River Watershed Group

Name: Tracy Wendt

Email: sunriverwatershed@gmail.com

Phone: (406) 214-2868

City, State: Great Falls, MT

Written Statement: Dear Chairman Holmlund and Committee:

On behalf of the Sun River Watershed Group (SRWG), | am writing to encourage the Appropriations Subcommittee to
approve the Department of Natural Resources and Conservation Budget, HB2, Section C. SRWG especially values the
partnership with and support we receive from the Water Resources Division. We have uploaded a letter of support
including examples of the value DNRC provides. | regret that | am unavailable to appear in person or via Zoom due to
scheduling conflicts. Thank you.

Files: 2021 Legislative Support HB2 Sect C SRWG.pdf Testify via Zoom: No Zoom Method: N/A
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SUN RIVER

WATCREHED SRGUP

February 1, 2021

Honorable Chairman Kenneth Holmlund
Montana State Legislature, State Capitol
Helena, Montana

RE: HEZ Section C Natural Resources and Transportation
Dear Chairman Holmlund and Committee:

On behalf of the Sun River Watershed Group [(SRWG), | am writing to encourage the Appropriations Subcommitiee
to approve the Department of Natural Resources and Conservation Budget, HEZ, Section C. SRWG especially values
the partnership with and support we receive from the Water Resources Division.

SRWG is a 501e3 nonprofit organization headgquartered in Great Falls. Our mission is to protect and restore the
resources of the Sun River watershed and its communities. To support this mission, we implement projects that
improve water guality and water management, conirol weeds, enhance habitat for fish and wildlife, restore
hydrologic processes, and educate the public about our natural resources. We host events for volunteers and lead
planning and on-the-ground projects. We also further our mission through work with local conservation districts,
irrigation districts, government agencies, and other organizations.

SRWG is a small nonprofit, with one staff person and a board of directors. We could not accomplish the work we do
to suppert local communities and natural resources without the good work of our partners like DNRC. Some of the
important work SRWG relies on DNRC's Water Resources Division for includes:

Support for seasonal stream gages

Funding for the USGS stream gage at Muddy Creek

Grant funding and administration, especially the Watershed Management Grant

Participation in the state-wide siream gage working group

Providing advice and support to SRWG's Water Management Working Group

Administration of water rights across the Sun River watershed, for our residents and irrigation districts
Facilitation of additional parmerships

Education and training via the Montana Water Summit

Advice and gnidance for projects involving water management

I would like to provide two examples of the incredible walue DNRC's Water Resources Division provides for SEWG:

In 2020, SRWG was unable to raise funding to keep a USGS stream gage operating on Muddy Creek. This gage has
been in operation for over 80 years, one of the longest stream flow data sets in the state. The gage is important for
flood forecasting, water management, and understanding the impacts of irrization in this sub-watershed. The gage
is also used by DNRC for administration of water rights. SRWG reached out to several parmers to ry and raise
funding to keep the gage going. DNRC was able to help partially fund the gage and, becanse of their willingness to
help fund it, another parmer stepped up to fund the difference and keep the gage going. Without DNRC’s financial
support and Paul Azevedo's help reaching out to this other parmer, the gage would not be operating today.

DNRC is also helping SRWG provide a valuable outreach tool for our community. SEWG had applied for funding to
hire a consultant to build a River Conditions page for our website, This page will show real-time stream gage data,

PO Box 7312 (406) 214 2568
Great Falls, MT 59406 info@sunriverwatershed.org
Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes
Organization: Richland County Conservation District
Name: Julie Goss

Email: julie.goss@mt.nacdnet.net

Phone: (406) 433-2103

City, State: Sidney, MT

Written Statement: Not Provided

Files: hb2 letter.pdf

Testify via Zoom: No

Zoom Method: N/A
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Richland County Gonservation District
2745 W Holly 5T

Sidney, MT 59270

406-433-2103x300H

lanuary 29, 2021

Representative Holmlund,
Re: HB2

On behalf of the Richland County Conservation District, | would like to express our support for HB2.
The funding included in HB 2 provides vital support for the work we do at the local level. For example,
Richland County Conservation District has been working on an Aquifer study in the West Crane Area.
This aquifer is being developed at a rapid rate for irrigation. Richland County Conservation District with
the funding from the Conservation District 223 grant program has purchased several data loggers that
assist us in monitoring the water use in the aquifer. This information is vital to the modeling of the
aquifer. This is just one of the many projects where 223 grant funds were used to assist the Richland
County Conservation District.

Richland County has the unigue distinction of being the only Conservation District who are members of
both the Missouri River Conservation District Council (MRCDC) and the Yellowstone River Conservation
Diistrict Council. (YRCDC) We have experienced firsthand the value of conservation districts working
together to achieve a goal espedazlly when dealing with a federal agency such as the U. 5. Army Corp of
Engineers. (USACE) MRCDC's involvement with the engoing U.5. Corps of Engineers planned Fort Peck
Dam Test Flow has been instrumental in ensuring irrigators interests are represented. With MRCDC's
help, we were able to postpone release of the associated Draft Environmental Impact Statement until
after the Conps had completed a thorough economic analysis and irrigation pump-site survey. MRCDC
continues to keep our conservation districts informed by acting as our liaison with the USACE while we
keep our county’'s imigators on the Missouri up-to-speed. We continue to support funding the
conservation district river coundils.

Chair Holmlund and members of the loint Appropriations Subcommittee on Natural Resources and
Transportation, thank you for the opportunity to comment as well as your continued service to the State
of Montana. We hope you will support HE2 and the continued funding for consenation districts it
provides.

If you have any questions, please contact Julie Goss, Richland County Conservation District
Administrator at richlandcd@gmail.com.

Sincersly,

pan Young

Dan Young, Chairman
Richland County Conservation District

Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes
Organization: Lincoln Conservation District
Name: Rae Lynn Hays

Email: lincolncd@interbel.net

Phone: (406) 297-2233

City, State: Eureka, MT

Written Statement: Not Provided

Files: HB2 Testimony.pdf

Testify via Zoom: No

Zoom Method: N/A
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\-a Linco‘l_n

Comsg
PO Box 2170
Eureka, MTS9917
Phone: 406-297-2231
Fax 405-296-7188 voww_lincolned.org

incolnedTinterbel. net

Joint Appregrigtions Subsommittes un Natiral Resources and Transportation
Written | estimony [Jouse Bill 2
Febmaey 2, 202]

Mister Chairman Hunlund, Viee Chair Aukoey. and Members of the Commitee:

1 am the Distrier Admmistrator lior the Lincoln Conservalion Thstrict. Oor Conseryvation Districe works
diligently to protect and conserve naturel resources in Lineoln County, Not only de we fulfill1he state
mamdale to administer the 310 Tany, bt we alae deliver educariona) peogeans e the public und faci litate
conversaiions al e local level i foster herer nadecstunding of issues suTrounding naniml resources

The Lincoln Conservelion Distriel is o proponent of Honse Bill 2 With a limited hudas thal stems from a
cenaty mill levy, we lsve inilisod Dmding Crom the Bontana MR o supplemaent one operating bodget,
celiver cducational prograns, and inplenent stream restoration projects,

ot revently, wa selied on grant Tunding as well a5 echnical expertise to complete 4 ome-rile steeam
restaration praject on the Tobacco River, With DNRC : aszistonee, we were ahle ro enhanes habitat
conditinng in an impartant reach of the Tohacen River that serves as a cniieal migratory corridur o
spawning and rearing rethwraries in the Tipper Tohzceo River drainage. Similarly, we were able /o nelore
stveam heafh on Mud Cresk which was once an old @il site. These projects would ol bave eca
possible withuu the sttt amd fonding from DMRC, We also rely henvily om this sgency Tor rechnical
wasislance o adininistering the 3 10 Law.

The statt and financial conuribotions from DYVRC are virally important i eoe il of natora | resoarce
conservabion. [T vou bhave vy questions, please feel e ko cuntact me,

i thccrnl}t',
‘iﬁ’;ﬂ&%ﬁlz W, Hfu:- revs
Fae Tamn Elu.}'s i

Mistrict Administealor
| imenln Congervation Listrict

Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-02 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes
Organization: Milk River Watershed Alliance
Name: Sarah Hitchcock

Email: sarah@milkrivermt.org

Phone: (406) 942-2266

City, State: Glasgow, MT

Written Statement: Not Provided

Files: MRWA.pdf

Testify via Zoom: Yes

Zoom Method: Computer
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MILK RIVER WATERSHED ALLIANCE
54099 US HIGHWAY 2 WEST - GLASGOW, NT 59230
[406] 230-0761 - CONTACT@MILKRIVERNT DRG
WWW MILKRIVERNT.DRG

Juint Appropriations Subcommittee on Natural Resources and Transportation
The Honorahle Representative Kenneth Holmlond, Chair
The Honorable Representative Senator Duane Ankney, Vice-Chair

Tuesday, February 1, 2011

Written Testimony of:
Sarah Hitcheock, Coordinator
Milk River Watershed Alliznce

Suppart for H.B. No. 3: General Appropristions At of 2030, Relating to the Foading of the Department of Natural Resowrces and
Conservation, Conservation 2nd Resource Development Mivision

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Vice-Chairman, 2nd Honorahle Memhbers of the Committec:

As Coordinator for the Milk River Watershed Alliance (MRWA), | am tasked with promoting the preservation and rebabilitation of
the Milk River Project. To accomplish this task, 1 work very closely with and represent the Conservation Districts that share the
Milk River: Glacier, Hill, Blaine, Phillips, and Valley. Because of the rural nature of the commanities along the Hi-Line, the
Conservation Districts struggle to fund the most essential services they are required by law to provide.

Thankfully, the Conservation and Resource Development Division (CARDD) has continually offered financial stability for each of
these districts. Should CARDD funding be reduced, in even the slightest of margins, rural Conservation Districts’ ability to operate
would be fundamentally challenged. Even with CARDD grants and programs, many of these districts struggle. 1 would like to express
MRW A"s suppart for the hudget proposal before you. Additionally, MRWA supports the proposal for an enbanced base hudget for all
conservatinn districts in the amount of §80,000 annually. Montana is recognized worldwide for its commitment to conservation and
natursl resource preservation; imagine the potential of these districts if they have the funding to sustain their existing programs,
and expand conservation efforts within their jurisdiction.

Not only does CARDD support cach and every Conservation District in the seate, they also support countless conservation-focused
organizations such as MEWA. In 1017, MEW A received 2 $50,000 Technical Assistance Grant to fund administrative and operating
expenses. In 2020, an additional grant in the amount of 20,000 was awarded to continue the financial support of MEWA. With this
funding, MBWA has heen able to hire a full-time coordinator to build partoerships, collaborate with government agencies and
NGOs, and educate the puhlic on the issucs that face the Milk River Watershed. CARDD 35 crucial to the operations of MEWA.

On behalf of the Milk River Watershed Alliance, I would like to ask this Committee to approve the proposed funding for the
Department of Natural Resourees and Conservation, Conservation and Resource Development Division, and ask for the
consideration of an enhanced budget during this legislative session.

Respectiully,

Sarab Hitchenck
Coordinstor, Mill River Watershed Alimee

THE MLK RIVER WATERSHED ALLIANCE IS & LOCALLY LED) DRGANEZATION WORKING TOGETHER T0 PRESERVE, PROTECT. AND ENHANCE BATIRAL RESOURCES
WITHN THE MLK RIVER W ATERSHED WHLE MAINTAINING THE QUALITY OF LFE

Tuesday 2/2/2021

Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-03 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: No

Organization: N/A

Name: Neil lversen

Email: neiliversen@gmail.com

Phone: (406) 480-5841

City, State: Bainville, MT

Written Statement: My family farms and ranches in northeast Montana along the Missouri River. We irrigate and
have a commercial cattle operation.
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HB 2 provides funding for our local conservation district (CD) as well as the Missouri River Conservation Districts
Council (MRCDC). As irrigators downstream of Fort Peck Dam we live in fear of the USACE's ongoing test flow
proposal. The CD's and MRCDC have kept us informed and ensured that we have a seat at the table for a decision
that could change our livelihoods and our lives.

Thank you for your time and | urge your support of HB 2 and the continued funding for conservation districts it
provides.

Files:

Testify via Zoom: No

Zoom Method: N/A

Details:

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-03 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Natural Resources and Transportation
Position: Proponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes

Organization: Montana Watershed Coordination Council

Name: Ethan Kunard

Email: ethan@mtwatersheds.org

Phone: (406) 475-1420

City, State: Helena

Written Statement: Not Provided

Files: HB-2 Letter to Committee_ MWCC.pdf Testify via Zoom: No Zoom Method: N/A
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MOMTANA WATERSHED
COORDINATION COURCII
Uniting and Supporting Watershed Communities

Febmary 2, 2021

Chairman Holmlnad

Matnral Resonrces & Transportation Appropriations Subcommittes
Boom 317C, Montana State Capitol

Helena, MT 59620

RE: HB-2, Department of Naitnral Resonsces & Conservation
Dear Chairman Holmlund:

I’'m writing to you and members of the Committee on behalf of the Montana Watershed
Coordination Conacil to express our full support of the Montana Department of Namral Resonrces
and Conservation (DINRC) budget as proposed in Honse Ball 2.

Oms orpanization supports a network of nearly 100 community-based watershed and conservation
organizations thronghout the state who work on local land and water mesoncce issmes. These include
watesshed groups, conservation districts, local collaboratives, and tribal nations. As these local
groups continoe planning and implementing measnres that maintain and enhance the conditions of
Montana’s nameal resonzces, they depend on snpport offered throngh onr state agency partners at
the Montana DNRC.

The services, programs, and expertise offered through the DNRC provide emecial resonrces that
snpport locally-driven conservation effosts in all corners of the state. The personnel, programs, and
financial assistance offered through the agency support widely diverse land and water management
needs, inclnding: irripation efficiency, forest health and wildfire hazard mitipation, invasire species
management, dronght and flood mitipation, local resonsce planning, and mnch more. Not only does
this work ensnre Montanans have aceess to 2 elean and healthfnl environment but it also ensures
onr communities continne to thrive in onr natorl resonsce-based economy.

We enconrage yonr sepport to invest in Montana’s natmral resonzces, and communities, by ensnring
the Montana DNRC has the resonsces necessary to continue this important work in the next
bienninm and into the fotce.

- T
o i
i

Ethan Eunard

Ezecutive Director

PO Box 1416

Helena, MT 59624
7l

{406) 475-1420

www.miwatersheds.org = P.O Box 1416, Helena, MT 50601 « (408) 475-1420



