Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-04 08:00 AM - (H) JAS on Judicial Branch, Law Enforcement, and
Justice

Position: Informational Witness

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes

Organization: Montana State Council on Judicial Accountability

Name: Janee Weber

Email: janee@mtscoja.org

Phone: (406) 860-9886

City, State: Billings, MT

Written Statement: Chair, members of the committee.

There has been a disparity of truth about medical treatment care at MSP. As you can see by the attached death
certificate, MSP medical was responsible for the early death of Mr. Holms. If you audit his records and see the kites
that were denied last year for food supplements such as protein drinks, etc. you will quickly see the negligence. Mr.
Holms had heart surgery before incarceration and was suppose to have followup care in prison, (denied). There were
many times he was too weak to walk down cafeteria, medical was alerted of this. The doctor stated renal failure was
caused by the malnutrition. His body shut down and didn't have the resources to recover.

The unprofessional manner in which family members have been treated when calling in about health concerns is
uncalled for. Proper communication training for medical staff should be in their budget.

Currently, there are many men who have hepatitis C. 2 men died a horrific painful death within the last two years of
liver cancer because they were denied treatment in the early stages that would have prevented it. An audit would
prove how many others currently have been denied treatment even though medicaid covers the cost. Any lawsuit
that stems from this negligence (there is one coming)should result in criminal charges brought against those who
personally did this as this is not DOC policy.

| also have data on inmates who have had broken bones, medical did an x-ray, then waited for 6 weeks to cast or set
the bone.

Incarceration is the punishment for ones crimes. Being separated from family, locked up, etc. That is the punishment
we the people are paying for. Correctional officers and medical staff are being paid to care for these individuals.
Their job is not to add additional punishment and unkindness because of their feelings.

| can put you in touch with the attorney who has the data on this negligence.

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-04 08:00 AM - (H) JAS on Judicial Branch, Law Enforcement, and
Justice

Position: Informational Witness

Representing an Entity/Another Person: No

Organization: N/A

Name: Joanne R Roberts

Email: rose21tcmm7@yahoo.com

Phone: (406) 309-1668

City, State: Kalispell

Written Statement: My son, Michael, was denied parole at his 25% completion of sentence in Oct., 2020. He was
never initially told he needed to complete Victim Impact (he signed up on his own in April, 2020.) He was never told
he was "endorsed for anger management". Page 20 of your biennial report states "Currently the department offers
about 20 different evidence based programs at its facilities designed to address substance use disorders, anger
management, cognitive restructuring and more. That statement is not true. There is no Anger Management
program at CCC, among many others as were directed by Senate Bill 59. Mt. Code 53-1-211. Where are these
evidence-based programs at CCC to help inmates work towards their goal of parole?? It is fiscally irresponsible
(570.90 a day) keeping inmates incarcerated and not offering programs for rehabilitation and release. Who is
responsible for this? CoreCivic, DOC, Mt. Correctional Enterprises, etc., etc. COVID is no excuse as they all could be
accomplished online. Thank you.
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Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-05 08:00 AM - (H) JAS on Judicial Branch, Law Enforcement, and
Justice

Position: Opponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes

Organization: Indian People's Action and myself

Name: Lita J Pepion

Email: LitaPepion@hotmail.com

Phone: (406) 208-5779

City, State: Billings, MT

Written Statement: Little has changed since this 2013 Native American Analysis of the Montana Department of
Corrections. With the high rate of Native American inmates surely we can do better than 1 Native American Liasian
who is really just a Token Indian - has no power and can't do much but talk. We also need Native centered pre-
release centers and sober living homes to be funded by DOC as our people are stressed into FAILURE by the current
methods being used. When | listen to DOC testimony | start to think my family members and those | work with were
in a totally different program because I'm hearing help, evidence based programs, etc. yet almost everybody | talk to
hasn't gotten any help - unless punishment, oppression, lost opportunity, living in poverty working a slave job for
minimum wage is help?? | don't think it is - and from what | see in my work, it's very, very damaging to individuals,
families, communities and society as a whole. | worry for our future of felons who are really addicts, alcoholics or
struggle with mental issues.

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-05 08:00 AM - (H) JAS on Judicial Branch, Law Enforcement, and
Justice

Position: Opponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes

Organization: Opening Doors

Name: Marcos Bullchild

Email: marcosbullchild2@gmail.com

Phone: (406) 217-3185

City, State: Great falls

Written Statement: During my time on probation | encountered a lot of challenges. It was assumed that | was high by
my treatment provider. | was sent directly to the probation and parole to do a urine analysis. Upon my arrival | was
met by law enforcement and my probation officer. Whom where ready to lock me up due to the false information
that my treatment provider gave my probation officer. Once | passed my UA the officers where upset that they could
not arrest me due to a negative result. The officers where trying hard to elevate the situation to get me to react that
would lead to an arrest. Going through this experience put truth behind some of the claims that | would receive
regarding these intense encounters with the probation and parole and the great falls police department. This is an
issue as a tax payer and registered vote. That needs to be corrected. It can lead to physical ramifications such as
broken arms or death.



mailto:LitaPepion@hotmail.com
mailto:marcosbullchild2@gmail.com

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-05 08:00 AM - (H) JAS on Judicial Branch, Law Enforcement, and
Justice

Position: Opponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes

Organization: Opening Doors

Name: Marcos Bullchild

Email: marcosbullchild2@gmail.com

Phone: (406) 217-3185

City, State: Great falls

Written Statement: During my time on probation | encountered a lot of challenges. It was assumed that | was high by
my treatment provider. | was sent directly to the probation and parole to do a urine analysis. Upon my arrival | was
met by law enforcement and my probation officer. Whom where ready to lock me up due to the false information
that my treatment provider gave my probation officer. Once | passed my UA the officers where upset that they could
not arrest me due to a negative result. The officers where trying hard to elevate the situation to get me to react that
would lead to an arrest. Going through this experience put truth behind some of the claims that | would receive
regarding these intense encounters with the probation and parole and the great falls police department. This is an
issue as a tax payer and registered vote. That needs to be corrected. It can lead to physical ramifications such as
broken arms or death.

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-05 08:00 AM - (H) JAS on Judicial Branch, Law Enforcement, and
Justice

Position: Opponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes

Organization: Indian People's Action and myself

Name: Lita J Pepion

Email: LitaPepion@hotmail.com

Phone: (406) 208-5779

City, State: Billings, MT

Written Statement: Little has changed since this 2013 Native American Analysis of the Montana Department of
Corrections. With the high rate of Native American inmates surely we can do better than 1 Native American Liasian
who is really just a Token Indian - has no power and can't do much but talk. We also need Native centered pre-
release centers and sober living homes to be funded by DOC as our people are stressed into FAILURE by the current
methods being used. When | listen to DOC testimony | start to think my family members and those | work with were
in a totally different program because I'm hearing help, evidence based programs, etc. yet almost everybody | talk to
hasn't gotten any help - unless punishment, oppression, lost opportunity, living in poverty working a slave job for
minimum wage is help?? | don't think it is - and from what | see in my work, it's very, very damaging to individuals,
families, communities and society as a whole. | worry for our future of felons who are really addicts, alcoholics or
struggle with mental issues.

Bill: HB-2: General Appropriations Act 2021-02-04 08:00 AM - (H) JAS on Judicial Branch, Law Enforcement, and
Justice

Position: Opponent

Representing an Entity/Another Person: No

Organization: N/A

Name: Laurie Little Dog

Email: LaurieLittleDog@gmail.com

Phone: (406) 308-3378

City, State: Bozeman, MT
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‘Form of erasure:' Indigenous inmates may be
misrepresented in 2020 census, activist says

Nora Mabie Great Falls Tribune
Published 6 am MT August 26, 2020 | Updated 10:26 am MT August 27, 2020

Before the Montana State Prison restricted visitation due to COVID-19, Laurie Little Dog,
38, made frequent visits to the facility in Deer Lodge.

Her husband has been incarcerated in Montana since 2017, and Little Dog advocates for
him and other inmates.

She regularly attends Prison Issues Board meetings and Law and Justice Interim
Committee meetings, and she has formed "alliances" with other family members of people
who are incarcerated in the hours they spend together waiting for visitation.

After completing her own census form, something dawned on Little Dog — in her visits to
the prison, no one spoke of the census.

Little Dog traces her maternal lineage to Jicarilla

Apache and Ute Indian tribes and her husband is Blackfeet.
Aware that accurate census counts are critical in
apportioning federal funds to tribes, she wondered how
Native American inmates were counted.

"When I asked inmates, they had no idea," she said. "So, I
contacted the Department of Corrections, which said the
census was taken care of, but when I asked inmates if they
had ever declared a tribal name, they said no."

"I just kept asking questions and getting answers I
didn't like," she said. "People who are incarcerated
are vulnerable when it comes to government
protections. They don't have agency to challenge
prison policy or mistreatment; they can't really _ :
launch a legal fight from a locked cell. So, for me, it's ﬁiﬂf:fjffffﬂfT,fi;ﬁﬁlfff:’ﬁ:i;iﬁ:ﬁfn
a moral obligation to carry this fight for them." in the 2020 census. Courtesy of Laurie Little Dog

Native Rights Activist Laurie Little Dog is urging the
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Laurie Little Dog frequently visits her husband who is incarcerated at the Montana State Prison in Deer Lodge.
SKYLAR RISPENS/GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE

Native Americans are overrepresented in Montana's criminal justice system. Though they
comprise 6.7% of the state's population, as of April 28, they accounted for 21.3% of the
inmate population in Montana DOC facilities.

If Indigenous people who are incarcerated are misrepresented in the 2020 census, activists
argue the inaccurate data will not only misinform lawmakers and the public but also
further marginalize Native Americans through erasure.

How did the Department of Corrections submit 2020 census
data on behalf of inmates?

Jails and prisons are classified by the census as
"group quarters," or places where people live or
stay in a group living arrangement.

Carolynn Bright, communications director of the
Montana DOC, wrote in an email that the
department submitted inmate information to the
U.S. Census Bureau by extracting it from their

. ~ [BOARD OF _
Offender Management Information System CRIME CONTROL

(OMIS) on April 28. : = WEST ENTRANCE 2 |

OMIS is an electronic system used by the department to collect and monitor 1nformat10n
on all adult offenders. Data in OMIS is compiled while an offender is under

supervision and can be used to determine the type, length and location of an offender's
incarceration, according to a 2014 audit to the Montana Legislature.


https://leg.mt.gov/content/Publications/Audit/Report/13DP-04.pdf

According to Bright, the DOC received instructions from the census that "tribal affiliation
was an optional category, and because tribal information is unverified, the department
should not submit it."

"The DOC has learned that tribal affiliation is important to the allocation of resources for
Native Americans and the department has received permission from census staff to
resubmit its census information, including tribal affiliation," she wrote.

Tribal programs, health care, education and disaster relief are funded based on census
data, so an inaccurate count could potentially hurt Indigenous communities for the
next decade.

DOC Director Reginald Michael said in a statement that the agency "is committed to
providing the most accurate and representative information regarding the populations in
our custodial environments for the 2020 census... After further inquiry, we have decided it
would be most appropriate to revise our submission, to include all tribal affiliation data
that is maintained in our offender management information system. We will ensure that is
achieved by (the Aug. 26) deadline.”

However, Little Dog said the decision to extract information
from OMIS or other DOC data and resubmit to the census "is
dangerous" and "not a solution."

Little Dog said that culling information from OMIS for census
purposes is harmful, as inmates were unaware that OMIS
information would be used for the census. She added that
OMIS is inconsistent because it does not require or track if
Native inmates affiliate with a specific tribe.

"Not all tribal information is in there because not all inmates
are asked," she said.

Little Dog said people who are incarcerated may also self-
identify differently in OMIS than they would in the census.

"Race is weaponized in prison. That's true everywhere. There are survival reasons why
someone may identify differently or code-switch when they enter the criminal justice
system," she explained.

Why does this matter?

» United States
'+ Census
- 2020

| U.S. Census Form Enclosed
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Little Dog said the practice of identifying
Indigenous people solely as "Native American,"
rather than recognizing their specific tribal
affiliations dates back to colonialism.

"The idea that an Indian is an Indian is a pan-
Indian belief. Tribes are diverse linguistically,
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culturally and spiritually. Pre-America matters, and the roots that exist today are
important. To ignore them is a form of erasure," she said.

Because different tribes observe different traditions and cultural practices, Little Dog said
tribal affiliation information could also better inform which traditions the DOC allows
inmates to observe.

Accurate census data can also inform future policy.

As Native Americans are overrepresented in the criminal justice system, Little Dog said an
inaccurate census count would be an "underrepresentation of an overrepresentation."

"If more incarcerated Natives are counted as Natives and are equally able to write in the
name of their tribe or tribes, it's more likely that the DOC would have culturally relevant
programs specifically targeted for them, which could improve recidivism," she said
referring to the rate at which formerly incarcerated people return to jail or prison.

But the accurate count won't just influence
policies and data, Little Dog argues the act of
enumeration also "validates

(inmates') personhood and sense of self-
worth," which can be especially meaningful
when incarcerated.

"Let's face it — there's a lot of people that
will die in prison, and if this is their final
mark on who they are, that is not fair. Let
Native Americans are overrepresented in Montana’s criminal justice them claim their own identity, and let that

system. Though they comprise 6.7% of the state’s population, as of be the final Say’" she said.
April 28, they accounted for 21.3% of the inmate population in Montana

Department of Corrections facilities. Getty Images

Mounting political pressure

Colleen McCarthy, partnership specialist for
the U.S. Census Bureau, said at the State-Tribal
Relations Committee meeting on Monday that
the Bureau "escalated this issue and is trying to
get an answer and trying to help get this
resolved."

At the same meeting, Jason Smith, director of
the Governor's Office of Indian Affairs, said he
was in conversation with the DOC's Michael
and was "trying to figure out how they could
resubmit the information."

United States Senator Jon Tester wrote in a statement Tuesday that his
“office is looking into” how the Montana Department of Corrections
submitted 2020 census information. Alex Brandon, AP



"I don't think there's resistance," he said of the DOC. Smith and McCarthy both could not
be reached for further comment.

State-Tribal Relations Committee Chair Sen. Jason
Small, R-Busby, announced on Monday he would write
a letter to the DOC advocating for tribal members to be
counted appropriately.

Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont., wrote in a statement
Tuesday that his "office is looking into this."

s "Getting a fair, accurate census count is critical for
Montana and especially for our Native American
communities. That’s why I am pushing for Congress to
block the Census Bureau’s decision to end census
collection efforts a month earlier than they previously
planned and to make sure we uphold our constitutional
obligation to ensure a complete count in Indian

I Country—and I strongly urge my colleagues to join me
ﬂ in this fight," he wrote.

Possible solutions:

To fairly and accurately count Indigenous people who are incarcerated, Little Dog is urging
the DOC to distribute census forms to every inmate.

Even after the Aug. 26 group quarters enumeration census M
deadline has passed, Little Dog hopes tribes will dispute the 0&96 g\)

g
count. . G?L“Q'l“ &

<

"We will need tribes' support, tribal leaders' support, and it { ‘ﬁ' ’
would be really freaking cool if we could get the support of . @

the DOC," she said. "I would love to see the DOC work
nation-to-nation by modeling a well-run system or RY
developing a custom system for enumeration," she said.

Nora Mabie covers Indigenous communities for the Great Falls Tribune. She can be
reached at nmabie@greatfallstribune.com. Follow her on
Facebook @NoraMabieJournalist or on Twitter @NoraMabie.
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M Gma || Laurie Little Dog <laurielittledog@gmail.com>

Request for a phone conversation with Lt. Governor Cooney at 1:30 PM today

Cooney, Mike <MCooney@mt.gov> Fri, Sep 25, 2020, 9:44 AM
To: Laurie Little Dog <laurielittledog@gmail.com>

Cc: Craigle, Mary <Mary.Craigle@mt.gov>, Wolken, Cynthia <Cynthia.Wolken@mt.gov>, Michael, Reg
<Reginald.Michael@mt.gov>, Parisot, Reilly <RParisot@mt.gov>, butterflyjosh4@gmail.com <butterflyjosh4@gmail.com>

Laurie, | am hoping to also reach out to the appropriate Census officials to inquire about some of the questions
discussed yesterday.

I'm very pleased with the recent court ruling but know that there are plans to appeal so too soon to celebrate.
Thanks.

Mike

Sent from my iPhone

On Sep 24, 2020, at 11:47 PM, Laurie Little Dog <laurielittledog@gmail.com> wrote:

Thank you for the Zoom call earlier this afternoon.

The main take away from the meeting is that the framework for what needs to happen to ensure that all
incarcerated persons are afforded access to report their information directly to U.S Census Bureau is
better understood.

Good news was just announced an hour ago that the U.S. Census must keep counts rolling ‘till October
31. *A copy of Judge Koh's preliminary injunction is attached to this email.

Source:
https://www.npr.org/2020/09/24/912071784/court-orders-census-counting-to-continue-through-oct-31-
appeal-expected [npr.org]

At any rate, this is good news for Montana overall. Immediate action to coordinate and streamline efforts
to provide census access to incarcerated persons thorough out Montana is critical.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this endeavor. | have reached out my previous contact in
DC, but have not yet directly connected with him today. | also reached out to Lily Griego-Romero today. |
hope to speak with her at some point tomorrow. Perhaps we can coordinate another meeting... preferably
sooner than later.

Laurie Little Dog
(505) 660-5678



On Thu, Sep 24, 2020 at 9:41 AM Laurie Little Dog <laurielittledog@gmail.com> wrote:
Thank you Reilly, I'll be there.

On Thu, Sep 24, 2020 at 9:03 AM Parisot, Reilly <RParisot@mt.gov> wrote:

Good morning, Laurie and Josh:

Lt. Governor Cooney has made time available on his schedule to speak on the phone today at 1:30 -
2:00 PM to discuss Census issues related to counting Native Americans in Montana. Please see
below for the call-in information:

Reilly Parisot is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Discussion RE: Census 2020

Time: Sep 24, 2020 01:30 PM Mountain Time (US and Canada)





















be less money allocated to Native American specific programming, and resources while
incarcerated. It deflects attention from the disparities that native people face as part of
the larger society in Montana. On one hand, native Americans are disproportionately
involved in the criminal justice system. At the same time, native people are under
served as victims of crime in Montana. Getting accurate data and publishing accurate
data is critical to managing these disparities across the system.

This page is taken from the 2021 Biennial Report on page 8:

Please understand that the numbers that were put in front of you simply are not
accurate. We would like to work together to try and resolve these issues but we would
also like to make it known on public record that native people Will not stand to have any
state entities such as a department of corrections try and misrepresent the social
problems that we face.

We do hope that this information will be considered by the Joint Appropriations
Committee for Judiciary, law-enforcement, and justice. We ask that you please include
DOC’s budget an appropriate amount of money to increase the resources that
incarcerated native people have to access programming, religious accommodations,
and re-staff the position of Native American liaison. We would like to immediately



discuss the reasons why this position needs to be re-staffed. This request is supported
across Montana Tribes and communities.

Thank you,

Laurie Little Dog
(505) 660-5678
LaurieLittleDog@gmail.com
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