
SUBCOMMITTEE F PUBLIC COMMENT 1-20-2021 

Wednesday 1-20-2021 

Details:  
Bill: HB-6: Renewable Resource Grants 2021-01-21 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Informational Witness  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Montana DNRC  
Name: Autumn Coleman  
Email: autumn.coleman@mt.gov  
Phone: (406) 444-6687  
City, State: Helena  
Written Statement: Representing DNRC.  Available to provide background on the Renewable Resource Grant and 
Loan Program, answer any questions about funding for the Program or individual projects or subgrant programs.  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: Yes  
Zoom Method: Computer 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-6: Renewable Resource Grants 2021-01-22 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Informational Witness  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Montana DNRC  
Name: Autumn Coleman  
Email: autumn.coleman@mt.gov  
Phone: (406) 444-6687  
City, State: Helena  
Written Statement: Representing DNRC.  Available to provide background on the Renewable Resource Grant and 
Loan Program, answer any questions about funding for the Program or individual projects or subgrant programs.  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: Yes  
Zoom Method: Computer 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-6: Renewable Resource Grants 2021-01-22 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Informational Witness  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: No  
Organization: N/A  
Name: Lindsay Volpe  
Email: lmvolpe@mt.gov  
Phone: (406) 444-9766  
City, State: Helena, MT  
Written Statement: DNRC RRGL Program Manager  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: Yes  
Zoom Method: Computer 
 

mailto:autumn.coleman@mt.gov
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Details:  
Bill: HB-6: Renewable Resource Grants 2021-01-21 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning 
Position: Proponent 
Representing an Entity/Another Person: No 
Organization: N/A 
Name: Sandra J Jones 
Email: roundupmayor@yahoo.com 
Phone: (406) 855-1574 
City, State: Roundup 
Written Statement: Honorable Chairman and Members of the Committee I am Sandra Jones, Mayor of the City of 
Roundup and I am here as a proponent for  HB 6, HB 11, and HB 14 
 
On behalf of the City of Roundup I want to say that we appreciate all of the help that has been provided to us 
through these programs.  Over the past 10 years we have been moving forward in accordance with our priorities as 
laid out in our Capital Improvement Plan focused on upgrading our water system to make it sustainable.  And we 
have now completed 5 phases of replacing the antiquated, one hundred years old water mains distribution system.  
The amount of iron in our water mixed with the antiquated cast iron water main pipes diminishes the quality of our 
water. 
During this time the City of Roundup has raised water rates accordingly and has implemented a $15.00 a month 
Capital Surcharge to help offset debt incurred for the project.  The City of Roundup is also part of the Central 
Montana Regional Water Authority (CMRWA) which has been working for these past 19 years to bring a new source 
of water into the City.  Federal Authorization has now been approved for the CMRWA.  The TSEP, DNRC-RRGL and 
other funding programs from the State and Federal governments have allowed us to keep our rates fairly reasonable 
to prepare for the large rate increase coming when the CMRWA begins serving Roundup.   
We are now respectfully asking for help from these programs again to complete the final phase of this water 
distribution infrastructure project.  We are hopeful that the completion of the infrastructure project will serve to 
coincide with the timing of receiving the new source of water from the CMRWA.  
Thank you for your time and I along with our Engineer Greg Lukasik and Public Works Director Lon Sibley are here to 
answer any question you may have.   
 
Respectfully 
Roundup Mayor 
Sandra Jones 
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: Yes 
Zoom Method: Computer 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-6: Renewable Resource Grants 2021-01-21 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: City of Thompson Falls  
Name: Carrie Gardner  
Email: cgardner@greatwesteng.com  
Phone: (406) 459-6816  
City, State: Helena, Montana  
Written Statement: I am sitting in as a technical reference for any technical questions the committee may have.  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: No  

mailto:roundupmayor@yahoo.com
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Zoom Method: N/A 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-11: Treasure State Endowment Program 2021-01-21 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: City of Thompson Falls  
Name: Carrie Gardner  
Email: cgardner@greatwesteng.com  
Phone: (406) 459-6816  
City, State: HELENA, Montana  
Written Statement: I am sitting in as a technical reference for any technical questions the committee may have.  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: Yes  
Zoom Method: Computer 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-6: Renewable Resource Grants 2021-01-21 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: No  
Organization: N/A  
Name: Carrie Gardner  
Email: cgardner@greatwesteng.com  
Phone: (406) 459-6816  
City, State: HELENA  
Written Statement: I am sitting in as a technical reference should the committee have any technical questions.  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: Yes  
Zoom Method: Computer 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-6: Renewable Resource Grants 2021-01-21 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Yellowstone Conservation District  
Name: Ray Beck  
Email: beck_ray2001@yahoo.com  
Phone: (406) 431-4465  
City, State: Helena  
Written Statement: Mr. Chair and members of the committee my name is Ray Beck, I'm representing the Yellowstone 
Conservation District (YCD).  The YCD would like to go on record supporting the Lockwood Water and Sewer District 
waste water project.  This is an important project for the protection of human and the natural resource health in the 
area.  Thank you  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: Yes  
Zoom Method: Computer 
 

mailto:cgardner@greatwesteng.com
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Details:  
Bill: HB-11: Treasure State Endowment Program 2021-01-21 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: No  
Organization: N/A  
Name: Mike Ariztia  
Email: mikea@lockwoodwater.com  
Phone: (406) 259-4120  
City, State: Billings  
Written Statement: Not Provided  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: Yes  
Zoom Method: Computer 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-14: Long-Range Building Bonding Program 2021-01-22 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Informational Witness  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: City of Fort Benton  
Name: Joel Pilcher  
Email: jpilcher@greatwesteng.com  
Phone: (406) 431-8244  
City, State: Helena, MT  
Written Statement: Not Provided  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: Yes  
Zoom Method: Computer 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-11: Treasure State Endowment Program 2021-01-21 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Informational Witness  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Cooke City Sewer District  
Name: Jackie Haines  
Email: jackiej.haines@gmail.com  
Phone: (406) 599-9898  
City, State: Bozeman  
Written Statement: N/A, I plan to be an informational witness  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: No  
Zoom Method: N/A 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-6: Renewable Resource Grants 2021-01-21 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Informational Witness  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Cooke City Sewer District  
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Name: Jackie Haines  
Email: jackiej.haines@gmail.com  
Phone: (406) 599-9898  
City, State: Bozeman  
Written Statement: N/A, I will be an informational witness  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: No  
Zoom Method: N/A 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-6: Renewable Resource Grants 2021-01-21 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Informational Witness  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Colter Pass, Cooke City and Silvergate County Dist  
Name: Lisa Ledoux  
Email: lisa@nrmedd.org  
Phone: (406) 600-9526  
City, State: Belgrade, MT  
Written Statement: I am going to be at the Hearing in support of Colter Pass, Cooke City and Silvergate County Sewer 
District.  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: No  
Zoom Method: N/A 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-6: Renewable Resource Grants 2021-01-21 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning 
Position: Proponent 
Representing an Entity/Another Person: No 
Organization: N/A 
Name: Bob Smith 
Email: cathsebob@aol.com 
Phone: (406) 223-0908 
City, State: Cooke City, MT 
Written Statement: My name is Bob Smith and I am the Chairman of the Colter Pass, Cooke City and Silvergate 
County Sewer District. I am testifying via Zoom for HB 6 and HB 11. Please see uploaded written testimony and letters 
of support. Thank you to the committee and I look forward to testifying tomorrow morning.  
Files: DNRC Legislative Session Final Written Testimony Package.pdf Testify via Zoom: Yes Zoom Method: Computer 
 

mailto:jackiej.haines@gmail.com
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Details:  
Bill: HB-14: Long-Range Building Bonding Program 2021-01-21 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning 
Position: Proponent 
Representing an Entity/Another Person: No 
Organization: N/A 
Name: Tammy Comer 
Email: ffield@3rivers.net 
Phone: (406) 467-2510 
City, State: Fairfield, MT 
Written Statement: Not Provided 
Files: Fairfield Legislative Hearing Written Testimony.pdf Testify via Zoom: Yes Zoom Method: Computer 
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Details:  
Bill: HB-14: Long-Range Building Bonding Program 2021-01-21 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning 
Position: Proponent 
Representing an Entity/Another Person: No 
Organization: N/A 
Name: Chris Hindoien 
Email: chindoien@choteaumt.org 
Phone: (406) 590-3031 
City, State: Choteau, MT 
Written Statement: Not Provided 
Files: Choteau Legislative Hearing Written Testimony.pdf Testify via Zoom: Yes Zoom Method: Computer 
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Details:  
Bill: HB-11: Treasure State Endowment Program 2021-01-21 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning 
Position: Proponent 
Representing an Entity/Another Person: No 
Organization: N/A 
Name: Chris Hindoien 
Email: chindoien@choteaumt.org 
Phone: (406) 590-3031 
City, State: Choteau, MT 
Written Statement: Not Provided 
Files: Choteau Legislative Hearing Written Testimony.pdf Testify via Zoom: Yes Zoom Method: Computer 
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Details:  
Bill: HB-6: Renewable Resource Grants 2021-01-22 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning 
Position: Proponent 
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes 
Organization: Lower Clark Fork Watershed Group 
Name: Brita Olson 
Email: brita@lcfwg.org 
Phone: (208) 304-3852 
City, State: Trout Creek, MT 
Written Statement: Not Provided 
Files: Testimony in support of HB6_LCFWG.pdf Testify via Zoom: No Zoom Method: N/A 

mailto:brita@lcfwg.org


  

Thursday, 1-21-2021 

Details:  
Bill: HB-6: Renewable Resource Grants 2021-01-22 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Informational Witness  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: No  
Organization: N/A  
Name: David C Larson  
Email: dclarson@mt.gov  
Phone: (406) 444-2951  
City, State: Helena, MT  
Written Statement: Not Provided  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: Yes  

mailto:dclarson@mt.gov


Zoom Method: Computer 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-6: Renewable Resource Grants 2021-01-22 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Opponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Hill County Commissioners  
Name: Jake  
Email: strissel@hillcounty.us  
Phone: (406) 265-5481  
City, State: Havre, Montana  
Written Statement: Not Provided  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: Yes  
Zoom Method: Computer 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-6: Renewable Resource Grants 2021-01-22 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Informational Witness  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: No  
Organization: N/A  
Name: Ann Kulczyk  
Email: akulczyk@mt.gov  
Phone: (406) 228-8126  
City, State: Glasgow, MT  
Written Statement: Not Provided  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: No  
Zoom Method: N/A 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-6: Renewable Resource Grants 2021-01-22 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Montana Association of Conservation Districts  
Name: Jeffrey Tiberi  
Email: Tiberi52@gmail.com  
Phone: (406) 465-8813  
City, State: Helena  
Written Statement: HB 6 has over the years provided funds for many of Montana's Conservation Districts to get 
conservation on the ground. We have been responsible stewards of any funds the Legislature has allocated. The 
requests in this Session's bill layout a number of water related projects that we hope to be able to make progress on 
if funding is made available. The Montana Association of Conservation Districts supports HB 6 and hopes that you will 
help us continue our efforts to conserve Montana's natural resources.  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: Yes  
Zoom Method: Computer 
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Details:  
Bill: HB-6: Renewable Resource Grants 2021-01-22 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Montana Association of Conservation Districts  
Name: Jeffrey Tiberi  
Email: Tiberi52@gmail.com  
Phone: (406) 465-8813  
City, State: Helena  
Written Statement: HB 6 has over the years provided funds for many of Montana's Conservation Districts to get 
conservation on the ground. We have been responsible stewards of any funds the Legislature has allocated. The 
requests in this Session's bill layout a number of water related projects that we hope to be able to make progress on 
if funding is made available. The Montana Association of Conservation Districts supports HB 6 and hopes that you will 
help us continue our efforts to conserve Montana's natural resources.  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: Yes  
Zoom Method: Computer 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-11: Treasure State Endowment Program 2021-01-22 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: No  
Organization: N/A  
Name: Richard Morris  
Email: FBenton@itstriangle.com  
Phone: (406) 622-5494  
City, State: Fort Benton, MT  
Written Statement: Not Provided  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: Yes  
Zoom Method: Computer 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-14: Long-Range Building Bonding Program 2021-01-22 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: No  
Organization: N/A  
Name: Krista Lee Evans  
Email: blakecrk@gmail.com  
Phone: (406) 439-2215  
City, State: Helena, MT  
Written Statement: Montana Milk Producers Association supports the Veterinary Diagnostic Lab proposal.  The state 
milk lab is a part of the veterinary diagnostic lab.  The milk lab's services are critical to the continued supply of safe 
fresh milk to Montana consumers.  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: No  
Zoom Method: N/A 
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Details:  
Bill: HB-6: Renewable Resource Grants 2021-01-22 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: No  
Organization: N/A  
Name: Bill Hallinan  
Email: wjhallinan@gmail.com  
Phone: (406) 461-9876  
City, State: Helena, MT  
Written Statement: I fully support this bill, goals, and funding. I would suggest a follow up audit in five year to gauge 
the success of the bill. Measures by which the programs success will be gauged should be indicated in the bill's 
language. The goal should be to indicate which renewable standards will apply for the success of the program goals 
to be evident.  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: No  
Zoom Method: N/A 
 

Details:  
Bill: HB-14: Long-Range Building Bonding Program 2021-01-22 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: No  
Organization: N/A  
Name: Nick O. Chiechi  
Email: office@nvcwsd.com  
Phone: (406) 524-3374  
City, State: Saint Marie, MT  
Written Statement: Greg Lukasik from Great West Engineering will be testifying on our behalf.  
Files: Letter.pdf   
Testify via Zoom: No  
Zoom Method: N/A 
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Details:  
Bill: HB-11: Treasure State Endowment Program 2021-01-22 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: No  
Organization: N/A  
Name: Matthew Locati  
Email: darbytownmayor@gmail.com  
Phone: (406) 381-3909  
City, State: Darby, MT  
Written Statement: Not Provided  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: Yes  
Zoom Method: Computer 
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Details:  
Bill: HB-11: Treasure State Endowment Program 2021-01-22 08:30 AM - (H) JAS on Long-Range Planning  
Position: Proponent  
Representing an Entity/Another Person: Yes  
Organization: Big Sky Economic Development  
Name: Steve Arveschoug  
Email: stevea@bigskyeda.org  
Phone: (406) 869-8401  
City, State: Billings  
Written Statement: Big Sky Economic Development would like to offer comments in support of HB 11.  
 
TSEP funding is essential for communities across Montana to be able to repair and replace aging infrastructure as 
well as develop new infrastructure.  Yellowstone County has accessed TSEP funding to replace many bridges 
throughout the county that were deficient.  Communities need and rely on TSEP funding for costly water systems, 
wastewater treatment facilities, storm sewer systems, solid waste disposal and bridges.  This funding provides a 
critical funding source for our communities to help alleviate public health and safety concerns. 
 
We also appreciate the legislature's consideration of funding the Lockwood water and sewer District, it is a critical 
need in Yellowstone County.  
Files:   
Testify via Zoom: No  
Zoom Method: N/A 
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