
STATE OF MOI{TANA
O}'FICE OT THE GOVERNOR

trXECUTIVE, OIiDER No. 14-2015

IIXECUI'IVE ORDER CRIi,;\TTN(i 'THE PROTECT PIONT ANA KIDS COMMISSION

WHEREAS, the health and safef olMontana children who have been abused or neglected or

are at substantial risk of child abuse or neglect is of the highest priority to our state;

WHEREAS, Montana has seen a significant increase in the number of childrEn wlto have been

victims of child abusc or neglcct coming into foster care;

WHEREAS, the impacts of this increasc in the number of children and lamilies being served by

the child protection system has resulted in delays and capacity issues;

WHEREAS, the state has statutory and moral obligations to provide services that result in

improving the safbty, permanency, and well-being of the clrildren arrd thmilies in these cases;

and.

WHEREAS, the public perception and understarrdirrg of the child protection system is critical to

effectivc intervention on behalf of vulnerable children and is ultirnately necessary to prevent
future cases ofchild abuse and neglect.

NOW, TIIEREFCIRE, I, STEVE BULLOCK, Govcrnor of the State ef Montana, by the

authority vested in nre under fhe larvs and Constitution of thc State of N4ontana, de hereby
establish the Protect ll'lontana Kids Comrnission.

SUBPO$E:,

'l-he purpose of the Protect Montana Kids Comrnission shall be to advise the Governor on an
evidence-based, cornprehensive sct of recommendations to align the Montana Child Protectien
Systenr with national standards and best practices in the field of child welfare.
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DUTIES:

The Protect Montana Kicls Commission's responsibilities shall be:

1.

2.

4.

To foster cooperatign, communication, and coordinated approaches to support improved

outcomes in child abuse and neglect cases;

To report to thc Governor'S office on the status of abused and neglected children and

their families receiving services from the child protection system;

To work toward establishing permanent funding for child protection system improvement

priorities,

To provide recommendations to the govemor by March 3l,2A16 regarding:

a, Changes in Montana child abuse and neglect statutes necessary to align them with

best practices and scientific evidence re[arding what is necessaly to protect the

best interests of children;

b, Structural changes and enhancementS to the systcm-that ma,v result in improved

outcomes tbr ch'iidren and families who are served by the child protection system

and lead to a decrease in the uumber of children in Montana being abused or

neglected;

c. lncreasing transparency in the child protection system;

d. The need for additional resouxces in the different agencies engaged in the work of

protecting .hilJr.n, such as the Child and Famiiy Services Division' the County

Attorney,s difi;;;; mt Ofn.t of the Public Defbnder, the Attorney General's

Office, and the Judicial Branch;
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'fhe Comntittee will consisl of up to twelv'e (12) merubers, appointed by and serving at the

pleasure of the Covernor, from tire tbllowing categorics. One of the voLing members rvili be

appointe<lb,v the Governor as Chair, and tfue Covernor: will work to ensure geographic, gender

and racial diversity amongst the membership'

* Nine 19) Voting Members, one of rvlrcm will be appointed by the Govemor as Chair:

o MembJ ofthe public, who can fit any of the categories belorv or who generally

represents the Public-at-large;
a1 Montana tr-ibai rnernber, prefbrabiy someone $,ith backgrouud or experience in

chilci abuse prevention or the public service systent;

a CA$A volunteer or foster Parent;
o, person with experierre o, bu*kground on scientiiic evidence and research

regar:ding rvhaiis necessary to protect the best interests of childreu;

o Representative of an organization involved in cirild abuse preveution;

o Diirricf Court Judge or representative of the Judici'al Branch;

o private attomey wirh experience in child abuse and neglect cases:

o CountY AttorneY;

o r'\" representative of the Governor's Otlhce'

r Three (3) Non-Voting, Ex-Officio Memhers:

oARepresentativeofDPHHS,tlreI)irectororl)esigrree;
oArepresentativeoftheoffrceofthePublicDefender;
o A representative ilf the Departrnent of Justice'

The committee will be administrativoly attached to the office o1'the Governor'

(]Oh{PR,NSA'tION:

Ctomrnirtee members are eligibie for compen$ation under section 2-15-122(5) N4CA, and.shall be

"onrp*',rur.d 
in the amountlo be cletermiirccl by the Oftice of the Governor not to exceed $50 for

.o,,li,loy in lvhich the nrenrber is actually and rtecessarily engaged in the performance of

Cornmittee duties. ,ttt'*Hgiut. rnernbers shall be reimbursod tbr travel expenses pursuiint to the

sarue secticln.
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DURA'I'ION:

'fhis order is effective immediately, and the Comrnittee shall expired or be renewed by

$eptenrber 1,2017.

GIVEN undcr my hand and the GREAT SE,{L of
the ,State of Montana, this 21It day of September, 201 5

,,ft-*"

STEVE BULL0CK. Governor

A'f1'ES'{'ED:
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