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OFFICERS AND MEMBERS
OF THE MONTANA SENATE

2015
50 Members
29 Republicans 21 Democrats
OFFICERS
PreSident ....eeiiieiie e a e Debby Barrett
President Pro Tempore .........eececeviiiieciieieecieee et Eric Moore
Majority Leader .........oeeeeiiiiieeiiiee et Matthew Rosendale
Majority Whips .... ...Ed Buttrey, Cary Smith
MiINOority LEAAET ..covueiiiiiiiiiiecie ettt Jon Sesso
Minority WRIPS cooveeeiieeiiieiiieeieeeiee et Robyn Driscoll, Tom Facey
Secretary of the Senate........occeeiiieiiiiiiiiiiieee e Marilyn Miller
SErZEaANt AT ATTIIS .oouuvieiiiiiiiieeeiiee ettt ettt et e s Carl Spencer
MEMBERS
Name Party District Preferred Mailing Address
Ankney, Duane R 20 PO Box 2138, Colstrip MT 59323-2138
Arntzen, Elsie R 26 2323 Azalea Ln, Billings MT 59102-2516

Barrett, Debby
Barrett, Dick
Blasdel, Mark
Brenden, John
Brown, Dee
Brown, Taylor
Buttrey, Edward
Caferro, Mary
Cohenour, Jill
Connell, Pat
Driscoll, Robyn
Facey, Tom
Fielder, Jennifer
Hamlett, Bradley Maxon
Hansen, Kristin
Hinkle, Jedediah
Hoven, Brian
Howard, David
Jones, Llew
Kary, Doug
Kaufmann, Christine
Keane, Jim

36 18580 MT Highway 324, Dillon MT 59725-8031
45 219 Agnes Ave, Missoula MT 59801-8730

4 PO Box 1493, Kalispell MT 59903-1493
17 PO Box 970, Scobey MT 59263-0970

2 PO Box 444, Hungry Horse MT 59919-0444
28 775 Squaw Creek Rd, Huntley MT 59037-9219
11 27 Granite Hill Ln, Great Falls MT 59405-8041
41 607 N Davis St, Helena MT 59601-3737
42 2610 Colt Dr, East Helena MT 59635-3442
43 567 Tiffany Ln, Hamilton MT 59840-9241
25 404 Houle Dr, Billings MT 59102-4861
50 418 Plymouth St, Missoula MT 59801-4133

7 PO Box 2558, Thompson Falls MT 59873-2558
15 PO Box 49, Cascade MT 59421-0049
14 PO Box 1957, Havre MT 59501-1957
32 2451 Daws Dr Apt B, Bozeman MT 59718-6982
13 1501 Meadowlark Dr, Great Falls MT 59404-3325
29 PO Box 10, Park City MT 59063-0010

9 1102 4th Ave SW, Conrad MT 59425-1919
22 415 W Wicks Ln, Billings MT 59105-3457
40 825 Breckenridge St, Helena MT 59601-4433
38 2131 Wall St, Butte MT 59701-5527

Keenan, Bob 5 PO Box 697, Bigfork MT 59911-0697
Larsen, Cliff 47 8925 Lavalle Creek Rd, Missoula MT 59808-9324
Malek, Sue 46 1400 Prairie Way, Missoula MT 59802-3420

McNally, Mary

Moe, Mary Sheehy
Moore, Frederick (Eric)
Phillips, Mike
Pomnichowski, JP
Ripley, Rick
Rosendale, Matthew
Sales, Scott

Sands, Diane

Sesso, Jon

Smith, Cary
Stewart-Peregoy, Sharon

24 PO Box 20584, Billings MT 59104-0584

12 8 Prospect Dr, Great Falls MT 59405-4120

19 487 Signal Butte Rd, Miles City MT 59301-9205

31 9 W Arnold St, Bozeman MT 59715-6127

33 222 Westridge Dr, Bozeman MT 59715-6025

10 8920 MT Highway 200, Wolf Creek MT 59648-8639
18 1954 Highway 16, Glendive MT 59330-9218

35 PO Box 11163, Bozeman MT 59719-1163

49 4487 Nicole Ct, Missoula MT 59803-2791

37 811 W Galena St, Butte MT 59701-1540

27 3650 Decathlon Pkwy Apt 9, Billings MT 59102-7215
21 PO Box 211, Crow Agency MT 59022-0211
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Swandal, Nels
Taylor, Janna
Thomas, Fred
Tutvedt, Bruce
Vance, Gordon
Vincent, Chas
Vuckovich, Gene
Webb, Roger
Whitford, Lea
Windy Boy, Jonathan
Wolken, Cynthia
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30
44
34

39
23

16
48

PO Box 147, Wilsall MT 59086-0147

PO Box 233, Dayton MT 59914-0233

1004 S Burnt Fork Rd, Stevensville MT 59870-6658
2335 W Valley Dr, Kalispell MT 59901-6958
PO Box 1, Belgrade MT 59714-0001

34 Paul Bunyan Ln, Libby MT 59923-7990
1205 W 3rd St, Anaconda MT 59711-1801

1132 Ginger Ave, Billings MT 59105-2062

221 Ed Williams Rd, Cut Bank MT 59427-9144
PO Box 195, Box Elder MT 59521-0195

PO Box 16503, Missoula MT 59808-6503



OFFICERS AND MEMBERS
OF THE MONTANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

2015
100 Members

59 Republicans 41 Democrats

OFFICERS
SPEAKET ...t e e arae e Austin Knudsen
Speaker Pro Tempore. .......cccuvviiiciiieeieiiie ettt e e eiaaee e Lee Randall
Majority LEAET ....ccuuviiiiiiiiiieeeiieee e Keith Regier
Majority Whips......c.c.cceuee. Jerry Bennett, Alan Doane, Greg Hertz, Sarah Laszloffy
MiINOrity Leader ......cocoeiviiiieiiiiee ettt e Chuck Hunter
Minority Caucus Chair ..........ccccvviiiiiiiieeiiiieeecciiee e Carolyn Pease-Lopez
Minority Whips .....cccceeeeveiieeieciiieeees Bryce Bennett, Jenny Eck, Margie MacDonald
Chief Clerk of the HOUSE .....c.uvveiieeiiiicieiiee e Lindsey Grovom
Sergeant at Arms Dennis Lenz

MEMBERS
Name Party District Preferred Mailing Address
Ballance, Nancy R 87 PO Box 314, Hamilton MT 59840-0314
Bennett, Bryce D 91 PO Box 9062, Missoula MT 59807-9062

1 784 Taylor Rd, Libby MT 59923-8458
58 PO Box 340, Joliet MT 59041-0340

Bennett, Jerry
Berglee, Seth

Berry, Tom 40 PO Box 277, Roundup MT 59072-0277
Brodehl, Randy 9 16 White Bark, Kalispell MT 59901-2122
Brown, Bob 13 PO Box 1907, Thompson Falls MT 59873-1907

63 503 S Willson Ave, Bozeman MT 59715-5236
67 4143 Rain Roper Dr, Bozeman MT 59715-0634
17 PO Box 423, Choteau MT 59422-0423

Brown, Zach
Burnett, Tom
Clark, Christy

Cook, Rob 18 223 1st Ave SW, Conrad MT 59425-1805
Court, Virginia 50 18 Heatherwood Ln, Billings MT 59102-2449
Cuffe, Mike 2 PO Box 1685, Eureka MT 59917-1685

Curdy, Willis
Custer, Geraldine
Doane, Alan

Dudik, Kimberly
Dunwell, Mary Ann
Eck, Jenny

Ehli, Ron

Ellis, Janet
Essmann, Jeff
Fiscus, Clayton
Fitzpatrick, Steve
Flynn, Kelly

Funk, Moffie
Garner, Frank
Glimm, Carl

Greef, Edward
Hagstrom, Dave
Harris, Bill
Hayman, Denise
Hertz, Greg

Hess, Stephanie
Hill, Ellie Boldman
Hollandsworth, Roy
Holmlund, Kenneth
Hunter, Chuck

98 11280 Kona Ranch Rd, Missoula MT 59804-9790
39 PO Box 1075, Forsyth MT 59327-1075
36 268 County Road 521, Bloomfield MT 59315-9500
94 PO Box 16712, Missoula MT 59808-6712
84 2520 Lookout Cir, Helena MT 59601-5615
79 PO Box 1206, Helena MT 59624-1206
86 PO Box 765, Hamilton MT 59840-0765
81 PO Box 385, Helena MT 59624-0385
54 PO Box 80945, Billings MT 59108-0945
43 1800 Mary St, Billings MT 59105-4804
20 3203 15th Ave S, Great Falls MT 59405-5416
70 PO Box 233, Townsend MT 59644-0233
82 825 8th Ave, Helena MT 59601-3716
7 PO Box 10176, Kalispell MT 59904-0176
6 5107 Ashley Lake Rd, Kila MT 59920-9787
88 PO Box 1327, Florence MT 59833-1327
52 324 S 31st St, Billings MT 59101-3942
29 PO Box 205, Winnett MT 59087-0205
66 120 Sourdough Ridge Rd, Bozeman MT 59715-9264
12 PO Box 1747, Polson MT 59860-1747
28 PO Box 28, Havre MT 59501-0028
90 501 Daly Ave, Missoula MT 59801-4412
27 1463 Prairie Dr, Brady MT 59416-8928
38 1612 Tompy St, Miles City MT 59301-4431
83 717 Dearborn Ave, Helena MT 59601-2712
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Jacobson, Tom
Jones, Donald
Karjala, Jessica
Kelker, Kathy
Kipp III, George
Knudsen, Austin
Lamm, Debra
Lang, Mike
Laszloffy, Sarah
Lavin, Steve
Lieser, Ed

Lynch, Ryan
MacDonald, Margie
Mandeville, Forrest
Manzella, Theresa
McCarthy, Kelly
McClafferty, Edie
McConnell, Nate
McKamey, Wendy
*McNiven, Jonathan
Mehlhoff, Robert
Meyers, G. Bruce
Miller, Mike
Monforton, Matthew
Moore, David (Doc)
Mortensen, Dale
Noland, Mark
Noonan, Pat

Olsen, Andrea
Olszewski, Albert
Osmundson, Ryan
Pease-Lopez, Carolyn
Peppers, Rae
Perry, Zac

Person, Andrew
Pierson, Gordon
Pinocci, Randall
Pope, Christopher
Price, Jean
Randall, Lee
Redfield, Alan
Regier, Keith

Ricci, Vince
**Richmond, Tom
Salomon, Daniel
Schreiner, Casey
Schwaderer, Nicholas
Shaw, Ray

Smith, Bridget
Staffanson, Scott
Steenberg, Tom
Swanson, Kathy
Tropila, Mitch
Tschida, Brad
Wagoner, Kirk

Webber, Susan
Welborn, Jeffrey
White, Kerry
Williams, Kathleen
Wilson, Nancy
Wittich, Art
Woods, Tom
Zolnikov, Daniel

*Resigned November 9, 2014
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**Appointed to fill vacated HB 56 seat

521 Riverview Dr E, Great Falls MT 59404-1634
1945 Clark Ave, Billings MT 59102-4019
6125 Masters Blvd, Billings MT 59106-1036
2438 Rimrock Rd, Billings MT 59102-0556
PO Box 191, Heart Butte MT 59448-0191
PO Box 624, Culbertson MT 59218-0624
PO Box 1390, Livingston MT 59047-1390
PO Box 109, Malta MT 59538-0109
PO Box 80613, Billings MT 59108-0613
PO Box 11241, Kalispell MT 59904-4241
1355 Lion Mountain Dr, Whitefish MT 59937-8072
PO Box 934, Butte MT 59703-0934
4111 June Dr, Billings MT 59106-1565
PO Box 337, Columbus MT 59019-0337
640 Gold Creek Loop, Hamilton MT 59840-9742
625 Yellowstone Ave, Billings MT 59101-1624
1311 Stuart Ave, Butte MT 59701-5014
PO Box 8511, Missoula MT 59807-8511
33 Upper Millegan Rd, Great Falls MT 59405-8427
3445 Rock Pillar Rd, Huntley MT 59037-9237
407 9th St NW, Great Falls MT 59404-2333
PO Box 3016, Box Elder MT 59521-3016
20906 MT Highway 141, Helmville MT 59843-9025
32 Kelly Ct, Bozeman MT 59718-7630
3919 Paxson St, Missoula MT 59801-8941
446 Caravan Ave, Billings MT 59105-2839
PO Box 1852, Bigfork MT 59911-1852
PO Box 90, Ramsay MT 59748-0090
622 Rollins St, Missoula MT 59801-3719
PO Box 11243, Kalispell MT 59904-1243
1394 S Buffalo Canyon Rd, Buffalo MT 59418-8005
5723 US Highway 87 E, Billings MT 59101-9074
PO Box 497, Lame Deer MT 59043-0497
PO Box 268, Hungry Horse MT 59919-0268
PO Box 8452, Missoula MT 59807-8452
603 Washington St, Deer Lodge MT 59722-1347
66 Sun River Cascade Rd, Sun River MT 59483-9749
1508 S Willson Ave, Bozeman MT 59715-5563
422 15th St S, Great Falls MT 59405-2424
101 Randall Ln, Broadus MT 59317-9519
538 Mill Creek Rd, Livingston MT 59047-8709
1078 Stillwater Rd, Kalispell MT 59901-6902
1231 5th Ave, Laurel MT 59044-9602
3103 Westfield Dr, Billings MT 59106-1402
42470 Salomon Rd, Ronan MT 59864-9272
2223 6th Ave N, Great Falls MT 59401-1819
PO Box 370, Superior MT 59872-0370
251 Bivens Creek Rd, Sheridan MT 59749-9638
516 Hill St, Wolf Point MT 59201-1245
34704 County Road 122, Sidney MT 59270-6353
4802 Aspen Dr, Missoula MT 59802-5218
308 E 6th St, Anaconda MT 59711-3016
PO Box 929, Great Falls MT 59403-0929
10825 Mullan Rd, Missoula MT 59808-9479
1 Jackson Creek Rd #2347,

Montana City MT 59634-9714
PO Box 1011, Browning MT 59417-1011
PO Box 790, Dillon MT 59725-0790
4000 Blackwood Rd, Bozeman MT 59718-7621
PO Box 548, Bozeman MT 59771-0548
332 S 1st St W Apt A, Missoula MT 59801-1802
3116 Sourdough Rd, Bozeman MT 59715-9260
1122 N Spruce Dr, Bozeman MT 59715-5949
PO Box 50403, Billings MT 59105-0403



TITLE CONTENTS
HOUSE AND SENATE BILLS

Chapter

1

(House Bill No. 1; Ballance) APPROPRIATING MONEY FOR THE
OPERATION OF THE CURRENT AND SUBSEQUENT LEGISLATURE;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . .. ..

(Senate Bill No. 18; Barrett) REVISING THE TIMEFRAME IN WHICH
THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE IS REQUIRED TO CALCULATE
THE GROWTH RATE OF THE ENTITLEMENT SHARE POOL; AND
AMENDING SECTION 15-1-121, MCA. . . . . .. .. ... ... ....

(Senate Bill No. 33; Taylor) REVISING REPORTS TO THE REVENUE
AND TRANSPORTATION INTERIM COMMITTEE; AND AMENDING
SECTIONS 15-1-230, 15-24-3211, 15-32-703, 15-70-369, AND 61-10-154,

(House Bill No. 63; Swanson) MODERNIZING AND REVISING
LICENSING REQUIREMENTS AND REGULATION OF
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS, PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS,
ENGINEER INTERNS, LAND SURVEYOR INTERNS, AND
BUSINESSES OFFERING ENGINEERING AND LAND SURVEYING
SERVICES; AMENDING SECTIONS 37-67-101, 37-67-103, 37-67-202,
37-67-312, 37-67-313, 37-67-314, AND 37-67-331, MCA; REPEALING
SECTIONS 37-67-302, 37-67-303, 37-67-305, 37-67-306, 37-67-307,
37-67-308, 37-67-309, 37-67-310, 37-67-311, 37-67-320, AND 37-67-321,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . .

(House Bill No. 82; Hertz) ALLOWING DEVELOPMENT OF A BOAT
DOCK AT WILD HORSE ISLAND STATE PARK; AND AMENDING
SECTION 77-1-405, MCA . . . . . . . .. ... . . .. . ... ...

(House Bill No. 121; Karjala) EXTENDING THE APPLICATION OF THE
BOND VALIDATING ACT; AMENDING SECTION 17-5-205, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . ... ... ..

(House Bill No. 125; Swanson) REVISING A DEFINITION CONCERNING
STATE AGENCY EXPENDITURES TO REFLECT A TERMINOLOGY
CHANGE BY THE GOVERNMENTAL ACCOUNTING STANDARDS
BOARD; AMENDING SECTION 17-8-107, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . . .. ... ... ... .....

(House Bill No. 31; Kelker) REVISING SCHOOL FINANCE LAWS;
CLARIFYING THE RATIO OF SPECIAL EDUCATION ALLOWABLE
COST PAYMENT USED TO CALCULATE A DISTRICT’'S MAXIMUM
GENERAL FUND BUDGET; DEFINING “GUARANTEED TAX BASE AID
BUDGET AREA”; CLARIFYING THE FORMULA FOR DETERMINING
THE STATEWIDE ELEMENTARY GUARANTEED TAX BASE RATIO
AND THE STATEWIDE HIGH SCHOOL GUARANTEED TAX BASE
RATIO; CLARIFYING THE FORMULA USED TO CALCULATE A
DISTRICT’'S GUARANTEED TAX BASE AID; PERMITTING TRUSTEES
TO PURCHASE AND MAINTAIN COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS OR
SAFETY DEVICES FOR BUSES OWNED OR RENTED BY THE SCHOOL
DISTRICT; EXPANDING THE USE OF THE BUS DEPRECIATION
RESERVE FUND TO INCLUDE COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS AND
SAFETY DEVICES INSTALLED ON A BUS; AMENDING SECTIONS
20-9-306, 20-9-366, 20-9-368, 20-10-107, AND 20-10-147, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . . ... ... ... .....

11

20

21

21

21



10

11
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18
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(House Bill No. 56; White) REVISING THE VALUATION OF CERTAIN
CLASS THREE AGRICULTURAL PROPERTY; AMENDING SECTION
15-7-202, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(House Bill No. 64; Webber) ADOPTING THE MOST RECENT
APPLICABLE FEDERAL MILITARY LAWS, INCLUDING THE
UNIFORM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE, THAT ARE APPLICABLE TO
THE MONTANA NATIONAL GUARD; AMENDING SECTION 10-1-104,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY DATE. . . . .. ... ..

(House Bill No. 65; Funk) REQUIRING THAT LOCAL GOVERNMENTS
SUBMIT FEES FOR SPECIAL AUDITS OR REVIEWS TO THE STATE
TREASURER RATHER THAN THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE;
AMENDING SECTION 2-7-503, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . ... ... ... ... .....

(House Bill No. 66; Hertz) REVISING BANKING LAWS RELATED TO
DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF
ADMINISTRATION AND COURTS; PROVIDING THAT CALL REPORTS
ELECTRONICALLY TRANSMITTED TO FEDERAL BANKING
AUTHORITIES SATISFY THE REQUIREMENT FOR TRANSMITTAL
TO THE DEPARTMENT; ELIMINATING THE DEPARTMENT’S
OBLIGATION TO REQUISITION CALL REPORTS; REQUIRING
PERMANENT RETENTION BY BANKS OF CALL REPORT SIGNATURE
PAGES; CLARIFYING CONFIDENTIALITY OF CERTAIN REPORTS;
ELIMINATING THE CERTIFICATION OF A FIDUCIARY FOREIGN
TRUST COMPANY'S PAID-IN CAPITAL AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO
FILING A BOND; ELIMINATING THE PENALTY FOR FAILING TO
MAKE A CALL REPORT; AMENDING SECTIONS 32-1-231, 32-1-232,
32-1-233, 32-1-234, AND 32-1-1005, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTION
32-1-235, MCA . . . . ...

(House Bill No. 75; Hess) CREATING A SEXUAL ASSAULT
PROSECUTION UNIT WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE . .

(House Bill No. 79; Lynch) REVISING EXEMPTIONS FOR
ELECTRICIANS AND PLUMBERS RELATED TO APPRENTICESHIPS
AND CERTAIN STUDENTS ENROLLED IN ACCREDITED COLLEGE
OR UNIVERSITY ELECTRICAL OR PLUMBING COURSES;
AMENDING SECTIONS 37-68-103, 37-68-311, AND 37-69-102, MCA;
REPEALING SECTIONS 37-68-303 AND 37-69-302, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . .. ... ... ... .....

(House Bill No. 81; Lynch) PROVIDING FOR A BARBERING
NONCHEMICAL LICENSE; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
TO IMPLEMENT THE SCOPE OF PRACTICE AND REGULATIONS FOR
THE BARBERING NONCHEMICAL LICENSE AND SCHOOLS THAT
TEACH BARBERING NONCHEMICAL; AND AMENDING SECTIONS
2-15-1747, 37-31-101, 37-31-103, 37-31-203, 37-31-301, 37-31-302,
37-31-303, 37-31-304, 37-31-305, 37-31-308, 37-31-311, 37-31-312,
37-31-323, 37-31-331, 37-33-404, AND 49-2-101, MCA. . . . . . ... ..

(House Bill No. 139; McConnell) ALLOWING A DEPUTY PUBLIC
DEFENDER TO PARTICIPATE IN CERTAIN ELIGIBILITY
DETERMINATIONS; AND AMENDING SECTION 47-1-111, MCA . . .

(House Bill No. 143; McConnell) SUSPENDING PAYMENT OF PUBLIC
DEFENDER FEES DURING PERIODS OF INCARCERATION; AND
AMENDING SECTIONS 46-8-113 AND 46-8-114, MCA. . . . . . . . ..

(Senate Bill No. 5; Windy Boy) PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF AND FUNDING FOR DEPLOYMENT OF ALL-HAZARD INCIDENT
MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE TEAMS; ALLOWING FOR COSTS

i
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INCURRED BY A TEAM TO BE PAID USING INCIDENT RESPONSE
EXPENDITURE AUTHORITY; REQUIRING RULES PROMULGATED
BY THE STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION TO INCLUDE
CERTAIN PROCEDURES FOR TEAMS AND TEAM MEMBERS;
AMENDING SECTIONS 10-3-103, 10-3-310, AND 10-3-1204, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . .. ... ... ... .....

(Senate Bill No. 10; Keane) EXEMPTING CERTAIN NATURAL GAS
UTILITIES FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF A UNIVERSAL SYSTEM
BENEFITS PROGRAM; AMENDING SECTION 69-3-1408, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A
RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE. . . . . .. ... .. ......

(Senate Bill No. 11; Keane) EXEMPTING CERTAIN PUBLIC UTILITIES
FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE UNIVERSAL SYSTEM
BENEFITS PROGRAM; AMENDING SECTION 69-8-402, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A
RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE. . . . . . ... ... ......

(Senate Bill No. 15; Swandal) CLARIFYING THAT RETIRED JUDGES OR
JUSTICES MAY HANDLE ALL PHASES OF A CASE IF CALLED FOR
SERVICE; AMENDING SECTION 19-5-103, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . ... ... ... .. ......

(Senate Bill No. 26; Swandal) CLARIFYING THAT SEARCH WARRANT
APPLICATIONS MAY BE SUBMITTED ELECTRONICALLY;
AMENDING SECTION 46-5-221, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . . .. ... ... .. ......

(Senate Bill No. 75; Vuckovich) GENERALLY REVISING
NONDEPOSITORY LENDING LAWS; CLARIFYING PROCEDURAL
DUE PROCESS FOR BOTH DEFERRED DEPOSIT LENDERS UNDER
TITLE 31 AND CONSUMER LENDERS UNDER TITLE 32; CLARIFYING
THE SERVICE OF PROCESS BY CERTIFIED MAIL; CLARIFYING
THAT ONLY A RESPONDENT TO A COMPLAINT IS ENTITLED TO A
CONTESTED CASE HEARING; INCREASING THE TIME FOR
PERSONS TO EXERCISE CERTAIN LEGAL RIGHTS; PROVIDING THE
DEPARTMENT WITH ACCESS TO LENDERS’ RECORDS
MAINTAINED OUT OF STATE; ALLOWING AN INSUFFICIENT
FUNDS FEE FOR DISHONORED FORMS OF PAYMENT OTHER THAN
CHECKS ON CONSUMER LOANS; ELIMINATING A CRIMINAL
PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS OF THE MONTANA DEFERRED
DEPOSIT LOAN ACT; AMENDING SECTIONS 31-1-712, 31-1-713,
31-1-727, 32-5-202, 32-5-207, 32-5-402, 32-5-407, AND 32-5-408, MCA;
AND REPEALING SECTION 31-1-725, MCA . . . . . .. ... ... ..

(Senate Bill No. 98; Facey) REVISING THE MONTANA MORTGAGE ACT
TO CLARIFY LICENSING REQUIREMENTS; REVISING
DEFINITIONS; REMOVING EXEMPT COMPANY REGISTRATION;
CLARIFYING PRELICENSING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS;
AMENDING EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS; CLARIFYING
CONTROL PERSONS WHO MUST MEET LICENSING
REQUIREMENTS; CLARIFYING THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF
DESIGNATED MANAGERS; ALLOWING SURETY BONDS TO BE HELD
BY THE NATIONWIDE MORTGAGE LICENSING SYSTEM AND
REGISTRY (NMLS) AND ALLOWING REPORTS AND NOTICES TO BE
FILED AND DELIVERED THROUGH THE NMLS; ADOPTING NMLS
FORMS AND POLICIES; ADDRESSING LICENSING OF LOAN
PROCESSOR OR LOAN UNDERWRITER ENTITIES; ALLOWING THE
DEPARTMENT TO SET SERVICING STANDARDS BY RULE;
REVISING THE DEPARTMENT’S RULEMAKING AUTHORITY;
AMENDING SECTIONS 32-9-102, 32-9-103, 32-9-104, 32-9-105, 32-9-107,
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32-9-109, 32-9-112, 32-9-113, 32-9-122, 32-9-123, 32-9-129, 32-9-130,
32-9-166, 32-9-169, AND 32-9-170, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . . . . . oo

(House Bill No. 32, Wagoner) CREATING THE OFFENSE OF MISUSE OF
CONFIDENTIAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE INFORMATION; AND
PROVIDING PENALTIES. . . . . . . . ... . . e

(House Bill No. 41; Hunter) REVISING TAX APPEAL LAWS; ALLOWING
CERTAIN INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY TAXPAYERS TO APPEAL TO THE
STATE TAX APPEAL BOARD OR THE COUNTY TAX APPEAL BOARD;
PROVIDING THAT THE STATE TAX APPEAL BOARD’S REVIEW OF
INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY APPEALS MUST BE DE NOVO;
CLARIFYING APPEALS THAT MUST BE MADE TO THE STATE TAX
APPEAL BOARD; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 15-2-301, 15-2-302, AND
15-15-103, MCA . . . . . . . . e

(House Bill No. 52; Dunwell) REVISING LAWS RELATED TO THE USE
OF ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES; ALLOWING THE DIRECTORS OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND THE DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION TO ACCEPT DOCUMENTS ELECTRONICALLY;
AMENDING SECTION 15-1-208, MCA; REPEALING SECTION
16-11-110, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(House Bill No. 57; Funk) ENHANCING PROTECTIONS FROM
SECURITIES FRAUD FOR THE ELDERLY OR PERSONS WITH
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES; INCREASING ACCESS TO THE
SECURITIES ASSISTANCE RESTITUTION FUND FOR THE ELDERLY
OR PERSONS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES; AMENDING
SECTIONS 30-10-103, 30-10-305, 30-10-306, 30-10-1003, AND 30-10-1006,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . .

(House Bill No. 67; Smith) REMOVING THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
AS THE SOURCE FOR DETERMINING THE AVERAGE PRICE FOR A
BARREL OF WEST TEXAS INTERMEDIATE CRUDE OIL; AND
AMENDING SECTIONS 15-36-303, 15-36-304, AND 20-9-518, MCA. . .

(House Bill No. 91; Clark) STANDARDIZING THE PER DIEM
PAYMENTS TO MEMBERS OF DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
ADVISORY BOARDS AND COUNCILS; AMENDING SECTIONS
80-2-202, 80-8-108, 80-11-203, 80-11-305, 80-11-404, AND 90-9-201, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . .. ..

(House Bill No. 105; Woods) AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE TO OPERATE AN ANALYTICAL LABORATORY;
ALLOWING THE DEPARTMENT TO SET FEES FOR ANALYTICAL
SERVICES; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . .. ... ...

(House Bill No. 108; Salomon) LIMITING ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES
FOR THE NOXIOUS WEED MANAGEMENT PROGRAM TO 12% OF
THE TOTAL AMOUNT AWARDED THROUGH GRANTS AND
CONTRACTSIN THE PREVIOUS FISCAL YEAR; AMENDING SECTION
80-7-814, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(House Bill No. 109; Salomon) ALLOWING THE DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE TO PROVIDE SAMPLING SERVICES IN
CROP-RELATED DISPUTES; PROVIDING FOR FEES; AND GRANTING
RULEMAKING AUTHORITY . . . . . . .. ... o ..

(House Bill No. 110; Holmlund) CLARIFYING EDUCATIONAL
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE BOARD OF FUNERAL SERVICE; AND
AMENDING SECTION 37-19-302, MCA . . . . . . ... ... ......
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(House Bill No. 112; Regier) EXTENDING THE SUNSET ON WIRELESS
9-1-1 FUNDING FOR LESS-POPULATED COUNTIES; AMENDING
SECTION 10-4-313, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. .

(House Bill No. 122; Randall) REVISING PROVISIONS RELATED TO
WITHHOLDING OF TAX FOR AGRICULTURAL LABOR; DEFINING
“AGRICULTURAL LABOR”; AMENDING SECTION 15-30-2501, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A
RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE. . . . . .. ... ... .....

(House Bill No. 136; Eck) ALLOWING ELECTRONIC MEANS AS A
METHOD OF ACCEPTING A VICTIM NOTIFICATION REQUEST AND
OF PROVIDING NOTIFICATION TO VICTIMS; AMENDING SECTION
46-24-213, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(House Bill No. 184; Hertz) CLARIFYING THAT CERTIFIED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANTS ARE EXEMPT FROM THE REGULATORY
REQUIREMENTS OF PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS, PRIVATE
SECURITY AND FIRE ENTITIES, AND PROCESS SERVERS WHEN
ENGAGED IN AN INVESTIGATION INCIDENT TO THE PRACTICE OF
ACCOUNTANCY; AND AMENDING SECTION 37-60-105, MCA . . . .

(Senate Bill No. 4; Facey) AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENT OF
SUBSTITUTE WORKERS’ COMPENSATION JUDGES DURING A
VACANCY; AND AMENDING SECTION 39-71-2901, MCA . . . . . ..

(Senate Bill No. 19; Ripley) INCREASING THE PER CAPITA LIVESTOCK
FEES ASSESSED BY LIVESTOCK AND CATTLE PROTECTIVE
DISTRICTS FOR THE LIVESTOCK SPECIAL DEPUTY FUND:;
AMENDING SECTIONS 81-6-104, 81-6-204, AND 81-6-209, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . .. .. ... ... .....

(Senate Bill No. 27; Brown) REVISING INTERIM COMMITTEE DUTIES
RELATED TO ADMINISTRATIVE RULE REVIEW, DRAFT
LEGISLATION REVIEW, PROGRAM EVALUATION, AND
MONITORING OF CERTAIN AGENCIES; AMENDING SECTIONS
5-5-227 AND 5-5-228, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVEDATE . . ... .. ... ... ... ... .. . . . .....

(Senate Bill No. 35; Facey) ELIMINATING THE CERTIFICATE OF
EXISTENCE REQUIREMENTS FOR OUT-OF-STATE BUSINESSES;
REQUIRING CERTAIN STATEMENTS FROM OUT-OF-STATE
BUSINESSES IN LIEU OF A CERTIFICATE OF EXISTENCE;
AMENDING SECTIONS 35-1-217, 35-1-311, 35-1-1028, 35-2-119,
35-2-307, 35-2-822, 35-8-108, 35-8-1003, AND 35-12-1302, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . ... ... ..

(Senate Bill No. 36; Facey) REQUIRING A FOREIGN LIMITED
PARTNERSHIP TO AMEND ITS CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY TO
TRANSACT BUSINESS UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES;
REQUIRING CERTAIN INFORMATION TO AMEND A CERTIFICATE
OF AUTHORITY TO TRANSACT BUSINESS; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . .+« v o v ooeee oo

(Senate Bill No. 46; Pomnichowski) ALLOWING FISHING, HUNTING,
AND TRAPPING LICENSES TO BE SIGNED ELECTRONICALLY;
AMENDING SECTION 87-2-107, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . . ... ... ... .......

(Senate Bill No. 70; Keane) REVISING THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY CRANE INSPECTORS;
AMENDING SECTION 50-76-110, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVEDATE . . ... ... .. ... ... .. ... . . . .....
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(Senate Bill No. 71; Keane) REVISING THE INSPECTION FEE FOR TWO
OR MORE BOILERS; AMENDING SECTION 50-74-219, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . . ... ... ... .....

(Senate Bill No. 78; Tutvedt) ELIMINATING THE MINT COMMITTEE
AND LAWS RELATED TO THE MINT COMMITTEE; REPEALING
SECTIONS 2-15-3006, 80-11-401, 80-11-402, 80-11-403, 80-11-404,
80-11-405, 80-11-412, 80-11-413, 80-11-414, 80-11-415, 80-11-4186,
80-11-417, 80-11-418, AND 80-11-419, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . . . . . . . . . e .

(House Bill No. 26; MacDonald) AMENDING THE AMOUNT OF UNPAID,
UNSECURED OBLIGATIONS AND THE AMOUNT OF ASSETS THAT
THE PARTIES TO A SUMMARY DISSOLUTION PROCEEDING MAY
HAVE; AND AMENDING SECTION 40-4-130, MCA . . . . . ... ...

(House Bill No. 84; Bennett) GENERALLY REVISING ELECTION LAWS;
CONSOLIDATING AND STANDARDIZING CERTAIN DATES AND
DEADLINES FOR ELECTION ADMINISTRATION; PROVIDING FOR
EXCEPTIONS TO STANDARD PROVISIONS IF SPECIFICALLY
AUTHORIZED BY LAW; REQUIRING THAT SPECIAL PURPOSE
DISTRICT ELECTIONS, OTHER THAN FUNDING ELECTIONS, BE
CONDUCTED ON THE SAME DAY AS SCHOOL TRUSTEE
ELECTIONS; PROVIDING THAT COUNTY ELECTION
ADMINISTRATORS CONDUCT ALL SPECIAL PURPOSE DISTRICT
AND COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT ELECTIONS; APPLYING
LATE VOTER REGISTRATION PROVISIONS TO SCHOOL ELECTIONS
CONDUCTED BY SCHOOL DISTRICT CLERKS; REVISING AND
CLARIFYING CERTAIN TERMS OF OFFICE PROVISIONS FOR
CERTAIN ELECTED OFFICIALS; ELIMINATING ANY
REQUIREMENTS FOR CANDIDATE NOMINATION PETITIONS
SIGNED BY A CERTAIN NUMBER OR ELECTORS AS A
PREREQUISITE TO CANDIDACY; REVISING INFORMATION TO BE
INCLUDED IN A CALL FOR CERTAIN ELECTIONS; REVISING
CERTAIN PROVISIONS REGARDING ELECTIONS CONDUCTED BY
MAIL; REVISING CERTAIN PROVISIONS CONCERNING PUBLIC
NOTICE OF ELECTIONS; REVISING DEFINITIONS; ELIMINATING
REDUNDANT AND OUTDATED PROVISIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS
2-16-622, 3-1-1013, 3-6-201, 3-10-101, 3-11-101, 7-1-201, 7-1-2121,
7-1-4130, 7-2-2215, 7-2-2604, 7-2-2705, 7-2-2709, 7-2-2804, 7-2-4104,
7-2-4106, 7-2-4314, 7-2-4601, 7-2-4602, 7-2-4606, 7-2-4733, 7-2-4902,
7-2-4904, 7-3-103, 7-3-121, 7-3-122, 7-3-125, 7-3-149, 7-3-154, 7-3-155,

7-3-160, 7-3-173, 7-3-174, 7-3-175, 7-3-176, 7-3-178, 7-3-186, 7-3-187,
7-3-192, 7-3-1204, 7-3-1205, 7-3-1206, 7-3-1208, 7-3-1209, 7-3-1216,
7-3-1218, 7-3-1219, 7-3-1229, 7-3-1231, 7-3-1254, 7-3-1271, 7-3-4208,
7-3-4210, 7-3-4212, 7-3-4214, 7-3-4222, 7-3-4223, 7-3-4305, 7-3-4307,
7-3-4309, 7-3-4310, 7-3-4311, 7-3-4316, 7-3-4319, 7-3-4322, 7-3-4462,
7-5-131, 7-5-132, 7-5-4321, 7-5-4322, 7-6-1501, 7-6-1502, 7-6-1504,
7-6-1505, 7-6-1506, 7-6-1508, 7-6-1509, 7-6-1532, 7-6-1533, 7-6-1535,
7-6-1536, 7-6-1541, 7-6-1542, 7-6-1543, 7-6-1544, 7-6-1546, 7-6-1547,
7-6-1548, 7-6-1551, 7-7-2223, 7-7-2227, 7-7-2229, 7-7-2237, 7-7-2404,
7-7-2405, 7-7-2406, 7-7-4226, 7-7-4227, 7-7-4235, 7-7-4426, 7-8-4201,
7-10-101, 7-10-102, 7-10-104, 7-10-110, 7-11-1011, 7-11-1012, 7-12-4243,
7-13-2201, 7-13-2204, 7-13-2208, 7-13-2210, 7-13-2211, 7-13-2214,
7-13-2217, 7-13-2222, 7-13-2225, 7-13-2231, 7-13-2234, 7-13-2241,
7-13-2258, 7-13-2261, 7-13-2262, 7-13-2271, 7-13-2272, 7-13-2273,
7-13-2276, 7-13-2321, 7-13-2323, 7-13-2324, 7-13-2328, 7-13-2333,
7-13-2341, 7-13-2342, 7-13-2352, 7-13-4204, 7-13-4511, 7-13-4512,
7-13-4535, 7-14-210, 7-14-211, 7-14-212, 7-14-214, 7-14-1106, 7-14-1134,
7-14-1633, 7-14-2507, 7-14-4512, 7-14-4642, 7-16-2102, 7-16-2109,
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7-33-2106, 7-34-2110, 7-34-2112, 7-34-2117, 13-1-101, 13-1-104, 13-1-1086,
13-1-107, 13-1-108, 13-1-301, 13-1-401, 13-2-301, 13-2-304, 13-3-202,
13-10-201, 13-10-208, 13-10-209, 13-10-211, 13-10-325, 13-10-326,
13-10-327, 13-10-405, 13-12-201, 13-13-205, 13-14-112, 13-14-113,
13-14-115, 13-15-206, 13-19-205, 13-19-207, 13-35-107, 13-37-126,
13-37-206, 15-10-425, 15-65-101, 16-1-205, 16-4-420, 20-1-101, 20-3-202,
20-3-301, 20-3-305, 20-3-306, 20-3-307, 20-3-313, 20-3-321, 20-3-337,
20-3-338, 20-3-341, 20-9-426, 20-9-428, 20-9-471, 20-15-203, 20-15-204,
20-15-207, 20-15-208, 20-15-209, 20-15-219, 20-15-221, 20-15-222,
20-15-224, 20-15-225, 20-15-231, 20-15-241, 20-20-105, 20-20-1086,
20-20-201, 20-20-204, 20-20-311, 20-20-312, 20-20-401, 20-20-417,
22-1-304, 22-1-703, 22-1-706, 22-1-708, 22-1-709, 22-1-710, 76-5-1106,
76-15-303, 76-15-304, 76-15-305, 76-15-311, 76-15-312, 76-15-508,
76-15-605, 85-7-1702, 85-7-1712, 85-7-1837, 85-7-1974, 85-7-2013,
85-8-302, 85-8-306, 85-8-624, 85-9-103, 85-9-203, 85-9-206, 85-9-302,
85-9-408, 85-9-501, 85-9-602, AND 85-9-623, MCA; REPEALING
SECTIONS 7-2-2219, 7-2-2605, 7-2-2603, 7-2-2710, 7-2-4105, 7-2-4603,
7-2-4903, 7-3-121, 7-3-124, 7-3-4209, 7-3-4306, 7-3-4308, 7-3-4341, 7-5-136,
7-6-1531, 7-6-1537, 7-6-1538, 7-6-1545, 7-6-1549, 7-7-2228, 7-7-4427,
7-13-2235, 7-13-2236, 7-13-2243, 7-13-2246, 7-13-2247, 7-13-2254,
7-13-2255, 7-13-2256, 7-34-2116, 20-3-304, 20-3-344, 20-15-205, 20-15-206,
20-20-101, 20-20-202, 76-15-302, AND 85-9-422, MCA; AND PROVIDING A
DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . . o oo

(House Bill No. 94; Flynn) ALLOWING NATURAL DISASTER
MULTIPERIL INSURANCE TO BE SOLD AS SURPLUS LINES
INSURANCE; AMENDING SECTIONS 33-2-301 AND 33-2-302, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . .. ..

(House Bill No. 134; Eck) PROHIBITING A YOUTH ADJUDICATED FOR
ONLY MISDEMEANOR OFFENSES FROM BEING PLACED IN A
STATE PRISON; AMENDING SECTION 41-5-208, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . ... ... ..

(Senate Bill No. 58; Connell) PROVIDING FOR REVISED NOTICE
REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN WATER RIGHTS APPLICATIONS OR
CHANGES; AMENDING SECTIONS 85-2-307 AND 85-2-804, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . .. ... ...

(Senate Bill No. 59; Driscoll) CLARIFYING THE COURT'S ROLE IN THE
ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION PROCESS FOR ASSIGNING
COUNSEL AT PUBLIC EXPENSE; AND AMENDING SECTION
47-1-111, MCA . . . . o e

(Senate Bill No. 62; Brown) REVISING THE REPORTING AND
PAYMENT DATES FOR PER CAPITA LIVESTOCK FEES; AMENDING
SECTIONS 15-24-903, 15-24-905, 15-24-906, 15-24-921, AND 81-7-603,
MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN
APPLICABILITY DATE . . . . . . . . ... . o o

(Senate Bill No. 65; Driscoll) REVISING AND CLARIFYING THE
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED; DIRECTING THE CODE
COMMISSIONER TO CORRECT ERRONEOUS REFERENCES
CONTAINED IN MATERIAL ENACTED BY THE 64TH LEGISLATURE
AND PREVIOUS LEGISLATURES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS
2-15-3110, 2-17-546, 7-31-202, 7-32-303, 7-33-4107, 10-1-1402, 13-13-212,
13-21-212, 13-35-502, 15-30-2604, 15-31-150, 19-20-408, 19-20-410,
20-1-213, 33-22-703, 37-47-101, 39-71-703, 39-71-1101, 41-2-103, 45-7-309,
45-9-203, 46-18-201, 46-18-245, 46-18-256, 46-23-1027, 50-2-109, 53-4-209,
61-10-121, 69-13-302, 72-5-446, 72-38-111, 72-38-132, 72-38-301,
72-38-802, 75-1-102, 77-1-103, 77-1-218, 82-2-203, AND 87-2-525, MCA .
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(Senate Bill No. 81; Facey) REVISING MEMBERSHIP OF CERTAIN
LICENSING BOARDS; INCREASING THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED
NURSES AND REDUCING THE NUMBER OF LICENSED PRACTICAL
NURSES ON THE BOARD OF NURSING; INCREASING THE NUMBER
OF MEMBERS ON THE BOARD OF CHIROPRACTORS AND
REMOVING A LIMITATION ON MEMBERSHIP; REMOVING
MANDATORY INCLUSION OF A LICENSED AUDIOLOGIST ON THE
BOARD OF HEARING AID DISPENSERS AND REVISING OTHER
MEMBERSHIP QUALIFICATIONS; REMOVING POLITICAL
AFFILIATION REQUIREMENTS FOR THE BOARD OF REALTY
REGULATION; CLARIFYING HUNTING AND FISHING OUTFITTER
QUALIFICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP ON THE BOARD OF
OUTFITTERS; AMENDING SECTIONS 2-15-1734, 2-15-1737, 2-15-1740,
2-15-1757, AND 2-15-1773, MCA; AND PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATES

(Senate Bill No. 104; Arntzen) REQUIRING ALL LICENSEES FOR THE
BOARD OF MASSAGE THERAPY TO MEET SIMILAR
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LICENSURE; REMOVING THE
GRANDFATHER STATUS OF CERTAIN LICENSEES; AMENDING
SECTION 37-33-501, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTION 37-33-503, MCA

(Senate Bill No. 117; Tutvedt) REVISING THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE
RAIL SERVICE COMPETITION COUNCIL; AMENDING SECTION
2-15-2511, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE
AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE. . . . . . ... ... ... ... ....

(Senate Bill No. 164; Hoven) REVISING DEFINITIONS RELATED TO
SKIING; AND AMENDING SECTION 23-2-702, MCA . . . .. ... ..

(House Bill No. 27; Hayman) PROVIDING FOR AN INCREASE IN THE
BASIC ENTITLEMENT, THE TOTAL PER-ANB ENTITLEMENT, THE
TOTAL AMERICAN INDIAN ACHIEVEMENT GAP PAYMENT, THE
TOTAL INDIAN EDUCATION FOR ALL PAYMENT, THE TOTAL
DATA-FOR-ACHIEVEMENT PAYMENT, AND THE TOTAL QUALITY
EDUCATOR PAYMENT; PROVIDING FOR THE CALCULATION OF
THE DATA-FOR-ACHIEVEMENT PAYMENT IN 20-9-306 INSTEAD OF
20-9-325; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-9-306 AND 20-9-325, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE.

(House Bill No. 38; Schreiner) REVISING GAMBLING CONTROL LAWS;
REVISING DEFINITIONS; REVISING THE AUTHORITY AND DUTIES
OF GAMBLING INVESTIGATORS; REVISING THE POWERS AND
DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE RELATED TO
GAMBLING CONTROL; AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT TO
ESTABLISH A CALCUTTA POOL PERMIT APPLICATION;
ESTABLISHING A PERMIT FEE; AMENDING LIVE CARD GAME
PERMIT REQUIREMENTS; AMENDING THE DEFINITION OF
“SPORTS TAB GAME”; AMENDING SECTIONS 23-5-112, 23-5-113,
23-5-115, 23-5-222, 23-5-306, AND 23-5-501, MCA; AND PROVIDING
EFFECTIVEDATES. . . . . . . . . . e

(House Bill No. 74; Lynch) REVISING DATA SYSTEM SECURITY
BREACH NOTIFICATION LAWS; REQUIRING THE ATTORNEY
GENERAL AND INSURANCE COMMISSIONER TO BE NOTIFIED OF A
DATA SYSTEM SECURITY BREACH; AND AMENDING SECTIONS
2-6-501, 2-6-504, 30-14-1704, AND 33-19-321, MCA . . . . . . ... ...

(House Bill No. 103; Brown) GENERALLY REVISING LAWS RELATED
TO REGULATION BY THE STATE AUDITOR; MODIFYING
DOCUMENTARY REQUIREMENTS FOR SECURITY REGISTRATION
BY QUALIFICATION; CLARIFYING EMPLOYER ABILITY TO FUND
EMPLOYEE INDIVIDUAL HEALTH INSURANCE POLICIES;
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CLARIFYING PROCESS FOR SHARING EXAMINATION REPORTS
WITH GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES; ALIGNING CONTESTED CASE
TIMING WITH THE MONTANA ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT;
MODIFYING RISK-BASED CAPITAL REQUIREMENTS;
ESTABLISHING A FARM MUTUAL INSURER VOLUNTARY
DISSOLUTION PROCESS; CLARIFYING DUTY OF GUARANTY
ASSOCIATION FOR EXCESS WORKERS’ COMPENSATION;
CLARIFYING LIFE INSURANCE TIMELY SETTLEMENT DISCOUNT
RATE; ADOPTING CERTIFICATION TERMINOLOGY FOR HEALTH
SERVICE CORPORATIONS; PERMITTING MULTIPLE EMPLOYER
WELFARE ARRANGEMENTS TO UTILIZE GENERALLY ACCEPTED
ACCOUNTING PRINCIPLES FOR REPORTING PURPOSES;
ELIMINATING THE REQUIREMENT FOR RETURN OF PAPER
LICENSES BY CERTAIN LICENSEES; REVISING MONTANA
COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH ASSOCIATION LAWS; AMENDING
SECTIONS 15-30-2110, 17-6-606, 27-1-732, 30-10-205, 33-1-409, 33-1-701,
33-2-117, 33-2-708, 33-2-1902, 33-2-1904, 33-4-101, 33-7-117, 33-10-105,
33-17-1502, 33-20-114, 33-20-1603, 33-22-132, 33-22-138, 33-22-140,
33-22-142, 33-22-143, 33-22-706, 33-22-1501, 33-22-1502, 33-22-1504,
33-22-1513, 33-22-1804, 33-30-107, 33-30-108, 33-30-201, 33-30-204,
33-35-301, 53-2-215, AND 53-4-1007, MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS
33-2-1912, 33-17-1003, 33-18-214, 33-22-166, 33-22-245, 33-22-1501,
33-22-1502, 33-22-1503, 33-22-1504, 33-22-1505, 33-22-1511, 33-22-1512,
33-22-1513, 33-22-1514, 33-22-1515, 33-22-1516, 33-22-1517, 33-22-1518,
33-22-1521, 33-22-1523, 33-22-1524, AND 33-31-322, MCA; AND
PROVIDING EFFECTIVEDATES . . . . .. ... ... ... ......

(House Bill No. 128; Hill) REQUIRING THE BOARD OF PARDONS AND
PAROLE TO COMPLY WITH THE MONTANA ADMINISTRATIVE
PROCEDURE ACT; PROVIDING THAT THE BOARD OF PARDONS AND
PAROLE IS EXEMPT FROM THE CONTESTED CASE AND JUDICIAL
REVIEW OF CONTESTED CASES PORTIONS OF THE MONTANA
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT; AND AMENDING SECTION
2-4-102, MCA . . . . . .

(House Bill No. 147; Wittich) ADOPTING THE NURSE LICENSURE
COMPACT; PROVIDING SUPPLEMENTAL PROVISIONS; AND
PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY . . . .. ... ........

(House Bill No. 157; Perry) EXTENDING SCHOOL DISTRICT LEASING
AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-6-609 AND 20-6-625, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . .. ..

(House Bill No. 195; McConnell) REVISING PRETRIAL DIVERSION
LAWS TO ALLOW DEFERRAL OF PROSECUTION TO BE ENTERED
INTO UPON NOTICE BY THE PROSECUTOR; AMENDING SECTION
46-16-130, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(House Bill No. 248; Holmlund) REVISING THE REQUIREMENTS FOR
SOLICITING AND ADVERTISING BIDS FOR CONTRACTS FOR
COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICTS; AMENDING SECTION 20-15-104,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . .

(Senate Bill No. 1; Kary) ALLOWING THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO
COLLECT CERTAIN FEES; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY;
AMENDING SECTIONS 20-7-604 AND 82-1-104, MCA; AND PROVIDING
AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . ... ... ... ......

(Senate Bill No. 6; Thomas) CLARIFYING THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF
REVENUE’S UNIFORM DISPUTE REVIEW PROCEDURES PROVIDE
THE RIGHT TO REQUEST ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION
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METHODS, INCLUDING MEDIATION; AMENDING SECTION 15-1-211,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . .

(Senate Bill No. 16; Brown) REVISING HOW THE COMMISSIONER OF
POLITICAL PRACTICES IS APPOINTED AND REVISING
QUALIFICATIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-37-102, 13-37-104, AND
13-37-107, MCA . . . . . .

(Senate Bill No. 28; Cohenour) ELIMINATING CONDITIONS ON STATE
REVOLVING LOAN FUND PROGRAMS NO LONGER REQUIRED BY
FEDERAL LAW; AMENDING SECTIONS 75-5-1113 AND 75-6-224, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . .. ..

(Senate Bill No. 29; Brown) REMOVING THE LIMIT ON TUITION
WAIVERS FOR SELECTED AND APPROVED NONRESIDENT
STUDENTS IN THE MONTANA UNIVERSITY SYSTEM; AMENDING
SECTION 20-25-421, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVEDATE . . .. .. ... ... ... . . . . . . ...,

(Senate Bill No. 32; Sesso) REVISING LAWS RELATED TO THE USE OF
PREMIUMS IN STATE BOND SALES; ALLOWING PREMIUMS PAID
TO BE USED FOR DEBT SERVICE PAYMENT OR TO PAY PROJECT
COSTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 17-5-710, 17-5-803, 75-5-1121, AND
75-6-225, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(Senate Bill No. 50; Fielder) REVISING OFFENSES RELATED TO THE
VISUAL OBSERVATION OR RECORDATION OF A PERSON WITHOUT
THE PERSON’S KNOWLEDGE; AMENDING SECTION 45-5-223, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . ... ..

(Senate Bill No. 51; Barrett) ALLOWING THE DEPARTMENT OF
REVENUE TO SHARE INFORMATION RELATED TO DEBT OFFSET
OR COLLECTION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE;
AMENDING SECTIONS 15-30-2618, 15-31-511, AND 90-1-113, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . . ...

(Senate Bill No. 63; Brown) CLARIFYING THE LEGISLATIVE AUDIT
COMMITTEE’S COST-EFFECTIVENESS PRIVATIZATION REVIEW
PROCESS TO INCLUDE INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE OFFICE
OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM PLANNING; AMENDING SECTION
2-8-304, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(Senate Bill No. 64; Keane) REVISING LAWS GOVERNING THE
MONTANA HERITAGE PRESERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT
COMMISSION; REMOVING CERTAIN REFERENCES TO THE
COMMISSION ACQUIRING AND PURCHASING PROPERTY;
REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT THAT PROPERTIES BECOME
SELF-SUPPORTING; REVISING HOW COMMISSION MEMBERS MAY
BE APPOINTED; REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT THAT CERTAIN
FUNDS BE DEPOSITED IN THE CULTURAL AND AESTHETIC TRUST;
REMOVING LANGUAGE EXPRESSING THE INTENT OF A PREVIOUS
LEGISLATURE THAT NO GENERAL FUND MONEY BE USED TO
FUND OPERATIONS; REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT THAT
CERTAIN SALE PROCEEDS BE PLACED IN A TRUST FUND; AND
AMENDING SECTIONS 22-3-1001, 22-3-1002, 22-3-1003, AND 22-3-1004,

(Senate Bill No. 67; Larsen) GENERALLY REVISING LAWS RELATED
TO MISSING PERSONS; AMENDING THE DEFINITION OF “MISSING
CHILD” TO INCLUDE PERSONS UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE;
REQUIRING LAW ENFORCEMENT TO INFORM ALL ON-DUTY
OFFICERS AND TO ENTER THE MISSING CHILD REPORT INTO THE
NATIONAL CRIME INFORMATION CENTER SYSTEM WITHIN 2
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HOURS OF THE REPORT; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 44-2-502 AND
44-2-505, MCA . . . . . . ..

(Senate Bill No. 76; Vuckovich) AUTHORIZING ADMINISTRATIVE
SUSPENSION BY A LICENSING BOARD OR THE DEPARTMENT OF
LABOR AND INDUSTRY OF A PROFESSIONAL OR OCCUPATIONAL
LICENSE IN ROUTINE MATTERS AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO
DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS; EXTENDING RULEMAKING
AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS 37-1-131, 37-1-141, 37-1-306,
37-1-309, 37-1-313, 37-1-403, 37-1-407, AND 37-51-204, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . ... ... ... ......

(Senate Bill No. 85; Buttrey) PROVIDING ADDITIONAL METHODS FOR
COLLECTING DEBTS OWED TO THE UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE
FUND; AMENDING SECTIONS 39-51-1307 AND 39-51-3206, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE
APPLICABILITY DATE . . . . . . . . ... o

(Senate Bill No. 95; Kaufmann) REQUIRING THE DIRECTOR OF
REVENUE TO APPOINT AN ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR THE PURPOSE
OF COMPLYING WITH THE MULTISTATE TAX COMPACT IF LOCAL
SUBDIVISIONS ARE AFFECTED BY THE COMPACT; AND AMENDING
SECTION 2-15-1311, MCA . . . . . . . . . . i

(Senate Bill No. 108; Moore) CLARIFYING THE CALCULATION OF THE
ANNUAL PER CAPITA FEE; AMENDING SECTION 15-24-922, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . ... ... ... ... ..

(Senate Bill No. 113; Sesso) REVISING LAWS TO PERMIT LONG-TERM
INVESTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUNDS WITH THE BOARD
OF INVESTMENTS; PROVIDING CRITERIA AND CONDITIONS FOR
LONG-TERM INVESTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUNDS;
AMENDING SECTIONS 17-6-204 AND 20-15-403, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . ... ... ..

(Senate Bill No. 163; Buttrey) CREATING THE PRIMARY SECTOR
BUSINESS TRAINING ACCOUNT IN THE STATE SPECIAL REVENUE
FUND; AMENDING SECTIONS 39-11-103 AND 39-11-202, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A
RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE. . . . . ... ... .......

(Senate Bill No. 135; Facey) EXPANDING EXEMPTIONS FROM STATE
OVERTIME REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN AIR CARRIER
EMPLOYEES VOLUNTARILY TRADING WORK HOURS; AMENDING
SECTION 39-3-406, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . . . ... ... .

(Senate Bill No. 72; Brown) REPEALING PROHIBITIONS ON POLITICAL
PARTY ENDORSEMENTS AND EXPENDITURES WITH RESPECT TO
JUDICIAL CANDIDATES; CLARIFYING THAT POLITICAL PARTY
CONTRIBUTION PROHIBITIONS APPLY TO JUSTICES OF THE
PEACE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 3-10-201 AND 13-35-231, MCA .

(Senate Bill No. 139; Sands) PROVIDING THAT THE PORTION OF JURY
LISTS SELECTED FROM REGISTERED ELECTORS WILL INCLUDE
ONLY REGISTERED ACTIVE ELECTORS; AMENDING SECTION
3-15-402, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(House Bill No. 19; Hill) CLARIFYING THE AUTHORITY OF THE
GOVERNOR TO CHANGE THE PRESIDING OFFICER OF THE BOARD
OF PARDONS AND PAROLE; AND AMENDING SECTION 2-15-2302,
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(House Bill No. 80; Lynch) REVISING CERTAIN LICENSING BOARD
LAWS; AMENDING FINES REGARDING PROOF OF LICENSE
VIOLATIONS FOR THE STATE ELECTRICAL BOARD AND THE
BOARD OF PLUMBING; CLARIFYING THE JURISDICTION OF THE
STATE ELECTRICAL BOARD REGARDING LOW-VOLTAGE WORK;
REVISING MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS FOR JOURNEYMAN
PLUMBER LICENSURE; AMENDING SECTIONS 37-68-103, 37-68-316,
37-69-304, AND 37-69-310, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE . . . . . .

(House Bill No. 83; Hayman) REPEALING REQUIREMENTS FOR
VISITOR INFORMATION CENTER SIGNS HANDLED AS JOINT
PROJECTS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND THE
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION; REPEALING SECTION
60-2-243, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(House Bill No. 144; Redfield) REQUIRING THAT GAME BIRD HUNTERS
OBTAIN LANDOWNER PERMISSION TO HUNT ON PRIVATE
PROPERTY; AND AMENDING SECTION 87-6-415, MCA . . . . . . ..

(House Bill No. 98; McClafferty) REVISING REQUIREMENTS FOR
MOTOR VEHICLE TIRE TRACTION DEVICES; REMOVING THE
REQUIREMENT THAT TIRE TRACTION EQUIPMENT CONFORM TO
RULES ESTABLISHED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE;
AMENDING SECTIONS 61-9-406 AND 61-9-520, MCA; AND PROVIDING
AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE . . . .« o oot

(House Bill No. 161; Ricci) REVISING THE REQUIREMENTS FOR
DETERMINATION OF CAUSE RESULTING FROM INVESTIGATION
INTO THE CAUSE AND CIRCUMSTANCES OF A FIRE; AND
AMENDING SECTION 50-63-201, MCA . . . . . . ... ... ......

(House Bill No. 260; Lynch) REVISING LAWS RELATING TO PAYMENT
OF PUBLICATION AND NOTICE OF A PETITION TO CHANGE
IRRIGATION DISTRICT BOUNDARIES; AMENDING SECTION
85-7-1805, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(House Bill No. 43; MacDonald) PROVIDING THAT THE GOVERNOR
HAS THE FINAL AUTHORITY WITH RESPECT TO CLEMENCY AND
MAY DETERMINE WHETHER A CLEMENCY HEARING TAKES
PLACE AND WHETHER CLEMENCY IS GRANTED IF THE BOARD OF
PARDONS AND PAROLE DENIES AN APPLICANT A HEARING OR
DENIES CLEMENCY; PROHIBITING CLEMENCY
RECOMMENDATIONS AND DECISIONS IF THE APPLICANT IS
RELATED OR CONNECTED TO THE GOVERNOR OR WORKS OR HAS
WORKED IN THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR SINCE THE
GOVERNOR TOOK OFFICE; AMENDING SECTIONS 46-23-103,
46-23-104, 46-23-301, 46-23-302, AND 46-23-307, MCA; AND PROVIDING
AN APPLICABILITY DATE. . . . . . . . . . . . ..

(House Bill No. 50; Steenberg) CLARIFYING PENALTY PROVISIONS
FOR LIQUOR LICENSING BY ADDING NEWER LIQUOR LICENSE
TYPES TO THE EXISTING PENALTY PROVISIONS; AMENDING
SECTION 16-4-406, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . . . . . e

(House Bill No. 53; Person) PROVIDING AN EXCEPTION FOR MEMBERS
OF THE MILITARY AND CERTAIN FAMILY MEMBERS TO THE
PROHIBITION ON PROPERTY OR CASUALTY INSURERS PROVIDING
DISCOUNTS OR REBATES; AMENDING SECTION 33-18-210, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . ... ..
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(House Bill No. 126; Peppers) PROVIDING COMPENSATION TO BURIAL
PRESERVATION BOARD MEMBERS WHEN PERFORMING BOARD
ACTIVITIES; AMENDING SECTIONS 22-3-804 AND 22-3-811, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . ... ... .. ....

(House Bill No. 133; MacDonald) AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC
DEFENDER COMMISSION TO AWARD FIXED FEE CONTRACTS IN
CERTAIN CASES; AND AMENDING SECTION 47-1-216, MCA. . . . .

(House Bill No. 187; Steenberg) CLARIFYING LAWS PERTAINING TO
THE ASSIGNMENT OF ROAD AND STREET ADDRESSES;
SPECIFYING THAT COUNTIES MAY DESIGNATE STREET NAMES
AND ADDRESSES IN UNINCORPORATED AREAS; AMENDING
SECTION 7-14-2101, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . . . .. e

(House Bill No. 265; Staffanson) ALLOWING USE OF ALFALFA SEED
ASSESSMENTS, GRANTS, AND GIFTS FOR THE ALFALFA
LEAF-CUTTING BEE PROGRAM; AMENDING SECTIONS 80-6-1109,
80-6-1112, 80-11-304, AND 80-11-310, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVEDATE . . ... ... .. ... ... ... . . . . .....

(House Bill No. 466; Miller) REVISING RESTITUTION LAWS RELATED
TO GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES; REVISING THE DEFINITION OF
“VICTIM” TO AUTHORIZE A GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY TO RECOVER
COSTS OR LOSSES INCURRED AS A RESULT OF EXTRADITING AN
OFFENDER FROM AN OUT-OF-STATE JURISDICTION TO MONTANA;
AMENDING SECTION 46-18-243, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . .. ... ... ... ......

(House Bill No. 61; Lang) GENERALLY REVISING RAILROAD LAWS;
UPDATING RAILROAD LAWS TO COMPLY WITH FEDERAL
PREEMPTION OF STATE REGULATION OF RAILROADS;
ELIMINATING CERTAIN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
AUTHORITY OVER FREIGHT AND PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE;
ELIMINATING CERTAIN RAILROAD REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO
THE TRANSPORTATION OF PERSONS, PROPERTY, OR BOTH;
ELIMINATING CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO RAILROAD
EQUIPMENT; ELIMINATING COMMISSION AUTHORITY OVER
RAILROAD RATES; ELIMINATING RAILROAD CORPORATION
REQUIREMENTS; ELIMINATING REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO
LOADING PLATFORMS AND SPURS; ELIMINATING CERTAIN
RAILROAD EMPLOYEE PROTECTIONS RELATED TO RAILROAD
CLOSURES; UPDATING FEDERAL REFERENCES TO RAILROAD
REGULATIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 10-3-1309, 15-6-227, 25-2-122,
69-12-209, 69-14-102, 69-14-111, 69-14-252, AND 69-14-1102, MCA;
REPEALING SECTIONS 69-14-101, 69-14-112, 69-14-113, 69-14-114,
69-14-115, 69-14-116, 69-14-117, 69-14-118, 69-14-120, 69-14-131,
69-14-132, 69-14-133, 69-14-134, 69-14-135, 69-14-137, 69-14-201,
69-14-202, 69-14-203, 69-14-204, 69-14-205, 69-14-206, 69-14-207,
69-14-208, 69-14-209, 69-14-210, 69-14-211, 69-14-212, 69-14-213,
69-14-214, 69-14-215, 69-14-216, 69-14-231, 69-14-232, 69-14-233,
69-14-234, 69-14-235, 69-14-236, 69-14-237, 69-14-238, 69-14-321,
69-14-322, 69-14-401, 69-14-402, 69-14-501, 69-14-502, 69-14-503,
69-14-504, 69-14-505, 69-14-506, 69-14-507, 69-14-508, 69-14-509,
69-14-510, 69-14-511, 69-14-512, 69-14-513, 69-14-514, 69-14-515,
69-14-531, 69-14-532, 69-14-533, 69-14-534, 69-14-535, 69-14-536,
69-14-537, 69-14-538, 69-14-539, 69-14-551, 69-14-552, 69-14-553,
69-14-554, 69-14-555, 69-14-556, 69-14-557, 69-14-558, 69-14-559,
69-14-560, 69-14-561, 69-14-562, 69-14-563, 69-14-801, 69-14-803,
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69-14-804, 69-14-805, 69-14-811, 69-14-812, 69-14-813, 69-14-814, AND
69-14-1001, MCA . . . . . . . . .

(House Bill No. 212; Wagoner) CLARIFYING THE TYPES OF FISH AND
GAME HARVEST PROTECTED UNDER THE MONTANA
CONSTITUTION; PROVIDING LEGISLATIVE INTENT; REVISING
DEFINITIONS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 87-2-101 AND 87-6-101,

(House Bill No. 296; Noonan) REVISING LAWS RELATED TO
COORDINATION OF PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS;
CREATING A MUTUAL AID FREQUENCY PROGRAM FOR LAND
MOBILE RADIO; REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT OF
ADMINISTRATION TO DEVELOP A MANUAL CONCERNING
MUTUAL AID FREQUENCIES FOR LAND MOBILE RADIO;
PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY;
REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION TO
COORDINATE CERTAIN PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS;
AMENDING SECTIONS 2-17-506, 2-17-512, AND 2-17-543, MCA; AND
REPEALING SECTIONS 2-17-541 AND 2-17-542, MCA . . . . .. . ..

(Senate Bill No. 49; Keane) EXPANDING WHERE A PETROLEUM
MIXING ZONE MAY BE USED; PROVIDING RULEMAKING
AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS 75-11-307 AND 75-11-508, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . .. ..

(Senate Bill No. 56; Hamlett) REVISING NOTICE REQUIREMENTS FOR
USE OF NAVIGABLE RIVERBEDS; EXTENDING THE
AUTHORIZATION OF USE FORM FILING DEADLINE; SPECIFYING
CERTAIN NOTICE DATES; AMENDING SECTIONS 77-1-1112 AND
77-1-1114, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(Senate Bill No. 111; Ankney) CLARIFYING THAT AN OWNER OR
OPERATOR OF A WIND GENERATION FACILITY IS SUBJECT TO
CERTAIN IMPACT FEES EACH YEAR FOR THE FIRST 3 YEARS
AFTER CONSTRUCTION OF THE FACILITY; AMENDING SECTION
15-24-3004, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE
DATE . . . . .

(House Bill No. 88; Laszloffy) GENERALLY REVISING LAWS
REGARDING SEX OFFENDER REGISTRATION; REQUIRING THE
OFFENDER TO PROVIDE E-MAIL ADDRESSES AND SOCIAL MEDIA
SCREEN NAMES WHEN REGISTERING; REQUIRING OFFENDERS
CONVICTED IN OTHER JURISDICTIONS THAT DO NOT DO A RISK
LEVEL ASSESSMENT TO UNDERGO A PSYCHOSEXUAL
EVALUATION; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 46-18-111, 46-18-222,
46-23-502, 46-23-504, AND 46-23-509, MCA . . . . . . . .. ... ....

(House Bill No. 129; Hill) PROVIDING THAT A PARENT WHO IS
SUBJECT TO A PARENTING PLAN AND WHO INTENDS TO CHANGE
RESIDENCE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR FILING THE MOTION TO AMEND
THE PARENTING PLAN IF THE PARENTS CANNOT AGREE TO A
CHANGE IN THE RESIDENTIAL SCHEDULE; AND AMENDING
SECTION 40-4-217, MCA . . . . . . . ... ... . . ...

(House Bill No. 165; Regier) REVISING GRANDPARENT-GRANDCHILD
CONTACT LAWS TO ALLOW FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A
GUARDIAN AD LITEM; AND AMENDING SECTION 40-9-102, MCA .

(House Bill No. 186; Pease-Lopez) REVISING LAWS RELATED TO
PROTECTING VICTIMS OF SEXUAL OFFENSES; REQUIRING A
SENTENCING JUDGE AND THE STATE BOARD OF PARDONS AND
PAROLE TO ORDER AN OFFENDER TO REFRAIN FROM
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CONTACTING A VICTIM OF A SEXUAL OFFENSE OR AN IMMEDIATE
FAMILY MEMBER OF THE VICTIM IF REQUESTED BY THE VICTIM
OR IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBER; REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT
OF CORRECTIONS TO REQUEST A SENTENCING JUDGE TO ADD A
CONDITION OF PROBATION THAT ORDERS THE OFFENDER TO
REFRAIN FROM CONTACTING A VICTIM OF A SEXUAL OFFENSE OR
AN IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBER OF THE VICTIM IF REQUESTED
BY THE VICTIM OR IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBER; REVISING
VICTIM NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS TO INFORM A VICTIM OF
A SEXUAL OFFENSE OF THE VICTIM’S RIGHT TO REQUEST THAT
AN OFFENDER BE ORDERED TO REFRAIN FROM CONTACTING THE
VICTIM; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 46-18-255, 46-23-215, 46-23-1011,
46-24-203, AND 46-24-212, MCA . . . . . . .. .. ... ... .. ...

(House Bill No. 206; Lang) REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT THAT THE
GRASS CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEET IN HELENA;
AMENDING SECTION 76-16-112, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . ... ... ... .. ......

(House Bill No. 221; MacDonald) ALLOWING CERTAIN INJURED LAW
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS AND FIREFIGHTERS TO FISH WITH A
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION LICENSE; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . .. ... ... ... ......

(Senate Bill No. 21, Cohenour) PROVIDING FOR AUTOMATIC
FORFEITURE OF HUNTING, FISHING, AND TRAPPING LICENSES
AND PRIVILEGES FOR UNLAWFUL PROCUREMENT, POSSESSION,
USE, OR TRANSFER OF REPLACEMENT LICENSES, PERMITS, OR
TAGS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 87-6-302 AND 87-6-304, MCA. . .

(Senate Bill No. 53; Barrett) CLARIFYING THE DUTIES OF A CREDIT
UNION’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS; REQUIRING DEVELOPMENT OF
CERTAIN POLICIES RELATING TO CREDIT UNION OPERATIONS
AND FUNCTIONS; PROVIDING DIRECTOR DUTIES AND MINIMUM
COMPETENCIES; CLASSIFYING DIRECTORS DUTIES AS GENERAL,
NONDELEGABLE, AND DELEGABLE; PROVIDING RULEMAKING
AUTHORITY; AND REPEALING SECTION 32-3-412, MCA . . . . . ..

(Senate Bill No. 80; Brown) ELIMINATING CERTAIN AGENCY
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS TO THE LEGISLATIVE AUDIT
COMMITTEE; AMENDING SECTIONS 17-7-160, 17-7-161, AND
17-7-162, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(Senate Bill No. 96; Keane) EXPANDING THE USES OF THE ORPHAN
SHARE ACCOUNT TO PAY CERTAIN REMEDIAL ACTION COSTS
INCURRED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY;
REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT TO REPORT USE OF THE ACCOUNT
TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL; AMENDING
SECTIONS 75-10-711 AND 75-10-743, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . ... ... ... .. ......

(Senate Bill No. 110; Buttrey) PROVIDING FOR TEMPORARY
REGISTRATION PERMITS FOR CERTAIN VEHICLES USED FOR
RECREATIONAL PURPOSES; PROVIDING RULEMAKING
AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-1-101 AND 61-3-224, MCA;
AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . .. ... ..

(Senate Bill No. 119; Kary) CLARIFYING ELIGIBLE VOTERS IN
CERTAIN ELECTIONS; CLARIFYING THAT CERTAIN OFFICERS OF A
COMPANY MAY PETITION, PROTEST, OR VOTE IN CERTAIN
CIRCUMSTANCES ON BEHALF OF THE PROPERTY OWNED BY THE
COMPANY; AMENDING SECTION 7-1-4134, MCA; AND REPEALING
SECTION 7-13-2254, MCA . . . . . . . . ... ... .. .. . . .....
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(Senate Bill No. 82; Hamlett) DELEGATING WATER-RELATED DUTIES
FROM THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL TO THE WATER
POLICY COMMITTEE; TRANSFERRING ADMINISTRATIVE RULE
REVIEW, DRAFT LEGISLATION REVIEW, PROGRAM EVALUATION,
AND MONITORING FUNCTIONS FROM THE ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY COUNCIL TO THE WATER POLICY COMMITTEE FOR
ISSUES WHERE THE PRIMARY CONCERN IS THE QUALITY OR
QUANTITY OF WATER; TRANSFERRING VARIOUS REPORTING
REQUIREMENTS FROM THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL
TO THE WATER POLICY COMMITTEE; AMENDING SECTIONS
5-5-202, 5-5-231, 75-1-208, 75-1-324, 75-5-313, 75-5-703, 85-1-203,
85-1-621, 85-2-105, 85-2-281, 85-2-350, AND 85-2-436, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . ... ... ..

(House Bill No. 90; Olsen) REVISING WORKERS COMPENSATION
LAWS TO REQUIRE NOTICE TO CLAIMANTS OF CLAIMS EXAMINER
CHANGES, UPDATE AND SIMPLIFY FEE SCHEDULE
INFORMATION, PERMIT PAID TIME OFF TO BE USED FOR A
WAITING PERIOD, AND MAKE ASSESSMENT PERIODS CURRENT
FOR CERTAIN FUNDS; AMENDING SECTIONS 39-71-107, 39-71-704,
39-71-736, AND 39-71-915, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE . . . . .

(House Bill No. 158; MacDonald) GENERALLY REVISING SCHOOL
IMMUNIZATION LAWS; ADDING VARICELLA TO THE LIST OF
REQUIRED IMMUNIZATIONS; REVISING REQUIREMENTS
RELATED TO THE PERTUSSIS VACCINATION; AND AMENDING
SECTIONS 20-5-403 AND 20-5-404, MCA . . . . .. ... ... .....

(House Bill No. 225; Ricci) REVISING FUNERAL TRUST BANKING
PROVISIONS; EXTENDING THE TIME PERIOD WITHIN WHICH
MONEY MUST BE DEPOSITED; REMOVING A REQUIREMENT THAT
ADEPOSITORY ENTITY HAVE ITS PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS
IN THIS STATE; AND AMENDING SECTION 37-19-828, MCA . . . . .

(House Bill No. 246; Perry) REQUIRING THAT CERTAIN FEES
COLLECTED FOR OVERSIZE OR OVERWEIGHT LOAD PERMITS BE
FORWARDED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR
DEPOSIT IN THE HIGHWAY NONRESTRICTED ACCOUNT;
AMENDING SECTION 61-10-126, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . .. ... ... ... ......

(House Bill No. 354, Brodehl) CREATING A LOSS MITIGATION
PROGRAM AND PROVIDING CONDITIONS FORITS USE; REQUIRING
THE OFFICE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM PLANNING TO APPROVE
ANY DISTRIBUTION OVER $30,000 PER REQUEST TO A SINGLE
AGENCY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE . . ... ... ..

(House Bill No. 387; McConnell) EXTENDING THE TIME PERIOD
WITHIN WHICH A TEMPORARY BUS ROUTE CHANGE MUST BE
CONFIRMED BY THE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE;
AMENDING SECTION 20-10-132, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . . .. ... ... .. ......

(House Bill No. 393; Richmond) ALLOWING THE BOARD OF OIL AND
GAS CONSERVATION TO CERTIFY THE AMOUNT OF CARBON
DIOXIDE STORED INCIDENTALLY THROUGH AN OIL OR GAS
ENHANCED RECOVERY PROJECT. . . . .. ... ... ... .....

(Senate Bill No. 22; Cohenour) GENERALLY REVISING BEHAVIORAL
HEALTH OCCUPATION LAWS; REVISING LAWS CONCERNING
SOCIAL WORK, PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING, AND MARRIAGE
AND FAMILY THERAPY; RENAMING THE BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK
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EXAMINERS AND PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS TO THE BOARD OF
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH; PROVIDING FOR REGISTRATION AND
REGULATION OF PERSONS SEEKING LICENSURE AS SOCIAL
WORKERS, PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS, OR MARRIAGE AND
FAMILY THERAPISTS; REQUIRING BACKGROUND CHECKS FOR
APPLICANTS FOR MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY LICENSURE;
AND AMENDING SECTIONS 2-15-1744, 37-17-104, 37-22-102, 37-22-305,
37-23-102, 37-23-201, 37-37-102, AND 37-37-201, MCA . . . . . . .. ..

(Senate Bill No. 97; Vincent) REVISING THE PROCESS TO MODIFY
CLASSIFICATION OF STATE WATER BODIES; REMOVING
RESTRICTIONS ON THE ADOPTION AND REVISION OF
CLASSIFICATIONS; REMOVING THE EXCEPTION FOR TEMPORARY
CLASSIFICATIONS; AND AMENDING SECTION 75-5-302, MCA . . .

(Senate Bill No. 105; Arntzen) GENERALLY REVISING THE
ADMINISTRATION OF UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY; CLARIFYING
EXCLUSIONS FROM THE DEFINITION OF “EMPLOYMENT”;
CLARIFYING WHEN CERTAIN WAGE ADJUSTMENTS CANNOT BE
MADE; SPECIFYING THE GROUNDS FOR EMPLOYER APPEALS OF
CLASSIFICATION AND CONTRIBUTION RATES; CLARIFYING
EXPERIENCE RATING FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYERS; REVISING
NOTICE PROCEDURES; AMENDING SECTIONS 2-15-1704, 15-31-150,
39-51-201, 39-51-204, 39-51-1110, 39-51-1206, 39-51-1212, 39-51-1219,
39-51-2402, 39-51-2403, 39-51-2404, AND 39-51-2410, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . .. ... ... ... ....

(Senate Bill No. 124; Brown) GENERALLY REVISING PUBLIC
PARTICIPATION LAWS; REQUIRING THE BOARD OF
INVESTMENTS, THE PUBLIC EMPLOYEES® RETIREMENT BOARD,
THE TEACHERS RETIREMENT BOARD, THE BOARD OF PUBLIC
EDUCATION, AND THE BOARD OF REGENTS OF HIGHER
EDUCATION TO RECORD THEIR PUBLIC MEETINGS IN AUDIO OR
VIDEO FORMATS; REQUIRING PUBLICATION OF THE AUDIO OR
VIDEO RECORDINGS ON THE INTERNET OR VIA BROADCAST
TELEVISION WITHIN 1 BUSINESS DAY; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . . . ... . .

(Senate Bill No. 131; Kary) REVISING LAWS REGARDING CONCEALED
WEAPONS PERMIT RENEWALS BY PROVIDING THAT
FINGERPRINTING DOES NOT HAVE TO BE REPEATED WHEN
PERMITS ARE RENEWED AND ESTABLISHING A TIME PERIOD FOR
THE SHERIFF TO DETERMINE WHETHER A RENEWAL PERMIT
WILL BE GRANTED; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 45-8-322 AND
45-8-323, MCA . . . . . . .

(Senate Bill No. 142; Smith) AUTHORIZING ACCESS TO AND THE USE
OF EXPERIMENTAL TREATMENTS FOR A TERMINAL ILLNESS;
ESTABLISHING CONDITIONS FOR THE USE OF EXPERIMENTAL
TREATMENTS; PROHIBITING SANCTIONS OF HEALTH CARE
PROVIDERS; CLARIFYING THE DUTIES OF HEALTH INSURERS
REGARDING EXPERIMENTAL TREATMENTS; PROHIBITING
CERTAIN ACTIONS BY STATE OFFICIALS; PROVIDING IMMUNITY;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . ... ..

(Senate Bill No. 152; Smith) EXTENDING LAWS, DEFINITIONS,
RULEMAKING AUTHORITY, AND OTHER PROVISIONS RELATED TO
OUTFITTER’S ASSISTANTS; AMENDING SECTION 11, CHAPTER 241,
LAWS OF 2013; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

519

527

528

544

545

548

551



137

138

139

140

141

142

143

MONTANA SESSION LAWS 2015

(House Bill No. 12; Hill) PROVIDING FOR A DECREE OF DISSOLUTION
WITHOUT A HEARING WHEN THE DISSOLUTION IS
UNCONTESTED; AMENDING SECTION 40-4-108, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY DATE . . . .. ... ... ... ...

(House Bill No. 54; Person) REPLACING THE TITLE USED TO IDENTIFY
THE UNITED STATES OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR CERTAIN
ACTIONS UNDER THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT; PROVIDING A
DEFINITION OF “COMMISSIONER OF SOCIAL SECURITY”; AND
AMENDING SECTIONS 19-1-102, 19-1-304, 19-1-401, 19-1-402, AND
19-1-823, MCA . . . . . . . .

(House Bill No. 95; McCarthy) GENERALLY REVISING THE PUBLIC
ADJUSTER LAWS; CLARIFYING THAT LICENSURE LAWS APPLY TO
PUBLIC ADJUSTERS; OUTLINING CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS FOR
PUBLIC ADJUSTERS; CREATING STANDARDS OF CONDUCT FOR
PUBLIC ADJUSTERS; APPLYING CONTINUING EDUCATION
REQUIREMENTS TO PUBLIC ADJUSTERS; PROVIDING PENALTIES;
AMENDING SECTIONS 33-1-402, 33-2-708, 33-17-102, 33-17-301,
33-17-1001, 33-17-1002, 33-17-1004, 33-17-1202, 33-17-1203, AND
33-17-1205, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE
DATE . . . . .

(House Bill No. 124; McKamey) REVISING RETIREMENT PLAN LAWS
TO ENSURE FEDERAL TAX QUALIFICATION; REVISING
COMMINGLED AND GROUP TRUST PROVISIONS TO COMPLY WITH
FEDERAL LAW; REVISING THE MORTALITY TABLES USED TO
DETERMINE COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL LAW; REVISING
REFERENCES TO ELIGIBILITY FOR MILITARY SERVICE TO
COMPLY WITH FEDERAL LAW; REVISING THE CATCH-UP AGE FOR
PUBLIC SAFETY EMPLOYEES PARTICIPATING IN A DEFERRED
COMPENSATION PLAN TO COMPLY WITH NORMAL RETIREMENT
AGE PROVISIONS; REVISING THE DEFINITION OF DEFERRED
COMPENSATION PLAN PARTICIPANT TO INCLUDE ANYONE
ENROLLED IN A DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLAN, WHETHER
STILL EMPLOYED OR NOT; AMENDING SECTIONS 19-2-504,
19-2-1001, 19-2-1014, 19-3-2102, 19-50-101, AND 19-50-104, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A
RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE. . . . . .. ... ... .....

(House Bill No. 132, Garner) ALLOWING THE REALLOCATION OF
CERTAIN UNSPENT SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TO COUNTIES
THAT HAVE AN ESTABLISHED DRINKING AND DRIVING
PREVENTION PROGRAM ON AN EQUAL BASIS; AMENDING
SECTION 61-2-108, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. .

(House Bill No. 162; Schwaderer) REVISING LAWS RELATED TO THE
MONTANA DIGITAL ACADEMY; PROHIBITING A SCHOOL DISTRICT
FROM CHARGING A FEE TO A STUDENT WHO ENROLLS IN A
MONTANA DIGITAL ACADEMY CLASS THAT THE DISTRICT
REQUIRES FOR GRADUATION; PROVIDING FUNDING FOR THE
ACADEMY THROUGH FEES FOR COURSES PAID BY SCHOOL
DISTRICTS; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING
SECTION 20-7-1201, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE .

(House Bill No. 233; Tropila) GENERALLY REVISING THE JUVENILE
DELINQUENCY INTERVENTION ACT; ALLOCATING PARENTAL
CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY A PARENT OR GUARDIAN OF A YOUTH
UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE YOUTH COURT TO THE OFFICE
OF COURT ADMINISTRATOR; AUTHORIZING THE OFFICE OF
COURT ADMINISTRATOR TO ADMINISTER JUVENILE PLACEMENT
FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO THE JUDICIAL BRANCH; REQUIRING

XViil

551

553

555

565

573

574



Xix

144

145

146

147

148

149

TITLE CONTENTS

THE COST CONTAINMENT REVIEW PANEL TO SERVE IN AN
ADVISORY CAPACITY TO THE OFFICE OF COURT ADMINISTRATOR;
REQUIRING THE OFFICE OF COURT ADMINISTRATOR TO
ESTABLISH AND ADMINISTER A COST CONTAINMENT POOL;
MAKING DISCRETIONARY THE OFFICE OF COURT
ADMINISTRATOR’S EVALUATION OF OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENTS,
PROGRAMS, AND SERVICES; PROVIDING FUNDING FOR THE
EVALUATION FROM THE COST CONTAINMENT POOL; INCREASING
THE FUNDING AVAILABLE FOR THE EVALUATION; ELIMINATING
THE REQUIREMENT THAT A YOUTH COURT SUBMIT QUARTERLY
REPORTS DOCUMENTING THE USE OF DIVERSION AND
PREVENTION PROGRAMS AND PLACEMENT SERVICES;
EXPANDING THE PURPOSES FOR WHICH A JUDICIAL DISTRICT
MAY USE ITS ALLOCATION FROM THE YOUTH COURT
INTERVENTION ACCOUNT; REVISING THE POWERS AND DUTIES
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS; REVISING THE SCOPE
OF JUDICIAL BRANCH POLICIES AND PROCEDURES; AMENDING
SECTIONS 41-5-103, 41-5-112, 41-5-121, 41-5-130, 41-5-131, 41-5-132,
41-5-1504, 41-5-1512, 41-5-1513, 41-5-2003, 41-5-2004, 41-5-2005,
41-5-2006, 41-5-2011, 41-5-2012, AND 53-1-203, MCA; AND PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . . .. .. .. . ...

(Senate Bill No. 60; Driscoll) REVISING INDECENT EXPOSURE LAWS;
CREATING THE OFFENSE OF INDECENT EXPOSURE TO A MINOR;
PROVIDING PENALTIES; REVISING SEXUAL OFFENDER REGISTRY
PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE OFFENSE OF INDECENT
EXPOSURE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 45-5-504 AND 46-23-502,

(Senate Bill No. 94; Buttrey) REVISING DEFINITIONS AND
TERMINOLOGY CONCERNING THE PROCUREMENT OF OFFICE
SUPPLIES FOR STATE AGENCIES; AMENDING SECTIONS 18-4-301
AND 18-4-302, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE
DATE . . . . .

(Senate Bill No. 184; Cohenour) REVISING REQUIREMENTS
REGARDING PROOF OF MOTOR VEHICLE LIABILITY INSURANCE;
ALLOWING A MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATOR TO DISPLAY AN
ELECTRONIC DOCUMENT SHOWING PROOF OF MOTOR VEHICLE
LIABILITY INSURANCE; PROVIDING THAT A RESPONSE FROM THE
ONLINE MOTOR VEHICLE LIABILITY INSURANCE VERIFICATION
SYSTEM SUPERSEDES AN ELECTRONIC DOCUMENT SHOWING
PROOF OF MOTOR VEHICLE LIABILITY INSURANCE; AND
AMENDING SECTIONS 61-6-302 AND 61-6-309, MCA. . . . . ... ..

(Senate Bill No. 196; Caferro) AUTHORIZING PRIVATE EMPLOYERS TO
ADOPT HIRING PREFERENCES FOR VETERANS; AND PROVIDING
THAT THE HIRING PREFERENCE MAY NOT BE INTERPRETED TO
CONFLICT WITH STATE AND LOCAL EQUAL OPPORTUNITY LAWS

(Senate Bill No. 332; Buttrey) ESTABLISHING THE JOSEPH J. DUNN
MEMORIAL HIGHWAY IN CASCADE COUNTY, MONTANA, ON
INTERSTATE 15 BETWEEN GREAT FALLS AND ULM, ADJACENT TO
THE OFFICE OF THE CASCADE COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT;
DIRECTING THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO INSTALL
SIGNS AT THE LOCATION AND TO INCLUDE THE LOCATION ON
THE NEXT PUBLICATION OF THE STATE HIGHWAY MAP; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . ... ... ..

(House Bill No. 279; Essmann) REVISING THE REQUIREMENTS FOR
TAGGING GAME ANIMALS AND GAME BIRDS; DEFINING “SITE OF
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THE KILL”; AMENDING SECTIONS 87-6-101, 87-6-404, 87-6-411, AND
87-6-412, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . . ..

(House Bill No. 355; Doane) ALLOWING A HORSE TO BE
SURRENDERED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF LIVESTOCK AT A SITE
MUTUALLY AGREED UPON BY THE HORSE'S OWNER AND THE
DEPARTMENT; AND AMENDING SECTION 81-10-102, MCA . . . . .

(House Bill No. 390; Lang) REVISING LAWS RELATED TO COMMODITY
ADVISORY COMMITTEES; CLARIFYING THE PROCESS FOR
CREATION OF A COMMODITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE AND
ADOPTION OF RESEARCH AND MARKET DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMS; ELIMINATING THE MONTANA CORN CROP ADVISORY
COMMITTEE; AMENDING SECTIONS 80-11-510 AND 80-11-512, MCA;
REPEALING ARM 4.6.501, 4.6.502, 4.6.503, AND 4.6.504; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . ... ... ..

(House Bill No. 412; Zolnikov) PROVIDING THAT A PERSON UNDER 21
YEARS OF AGE MAY NOT BE CHARGED OR PROSECUTED FOR
CERTAIN CRIMINAL OFFENSES IF THE PERSON SEEKS MEDICAL
TREATMENT FOR THE PERSON OR ANOTHER PERSON IN CERTAIN
CIRCUMSTANCES FOR CONSUMING INTOXICATING SUBSTANCES
OR IF EVIDENCE FOR THE CHARGE OR PROSECUTION WAS
OBTAINED AS A RESULT OF THE PERSON’S SEEKING OR
RECEIVING MEDICAL TREATMENT FOR CONSUMING
INTOXICATING SUBSTANCES; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; AND
AMENDING SECTION 45-5-624, MCA. . . . . .. ... ... ......

(House Bill No. 414; Lang) REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT THAT A
LICENSE PLATE BE ISSUED UPON REGISTRATION OF AN
OUT-OF-STATE VEHICLE USED IN GAINFUL OCCUPATION IN
MONTANA; AMENDING SECTION 61-3-701, MCA; AND PROVIDING A
DELAYED EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . . ... ... ... ... .....

(Senate Bill No. 77; Barrett) REVISING LICENSURE AND OTHER
REGULATIONS BY THE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS FOR
PHYSICIANS AND PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS; CREATING A
RESIDENT PHYSICIAN LICENSE; REPEALING SPECIALIZED,
TELEMEDICINE, AND TEMPORARY PHYSICIAN LICENSES;
PROVIDING THE BOARD WITH RULEMAKING AUTHORITY FOR
TELEMEDICINE GUIDELINES AND SHORT-TERM LICENSES;
REVISING AND UPDATING ACCREDITATION ENTITIES; AMENDING
SECTIONS 27-6-103, 37-3-102, 37-3-103, 37-3-201, 37-3-203, 37-3-204,
37-3-211, 37-3-301, 37-3-303, 37-3-305, 37-3-307, 37-3-308, 37-3-312,
37-3-321, 37-3-323, 37-3-403, AND 37-20-402, MCA; REPEALING
SECTIONS 37-3-304, 37-3-306, 37-3-311, 37-3-315, 37-3-327, 37-3-328,
37-3-341, 37-3-342, 37-3-343, 37-3-344, 37-3-345, 37-3-347, 37-3-348,
37-3-349, AND 37-6-304, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

(Senate Bill No. 88; Brenden) ESTABLISHING CONSERVATION
DISTRICT PROCUREMENT LAWS; PROVIDING FOR COMPETITIVE
BIDDING AND EXEMPTIONS; LIMITING TERMS OF CONTRACTS;
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . ... .. ... ....

(Senate Bill No. 89; Brenden) REQUIRING SUPREME COURT JUSTICES
AND DISTRICT COURT JUDGES TO FILE BUSINESS DISCLOSURE
STATEMENTS; AND AMENDING SECTION 2-2-106, MCA . . . . . ..

(House Bill No. 87; McClafferty) REVISING THE CALCULATION OF
AVERAGE NUMBER BELONGING BY ELIMINATING THE
REQUIREMENT FOR A COUNT OF PUPILS ON THE FIRST MONDAY
OF DECEMBER; CLARIFYING THAT PART-TIME PUPILS ARE
INCLUDED IN ANB CALCULATIONS; AMENDING SECTION 20-9-311,
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MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN
APPLICABILITY DATE . . . . ... ... ... ... .. .........

(House Bill No. 183; Mandeville) REQUIRING THAT CERTAIN PARKS
THAT ARE WHOLLY SURROUNDED BY PROPERTY BEING OR
ALREADY ANNEXED BY A MUNICIPALITY BE INCLUDED IN THE
ANNEXATION; AND AMENDING SECTION 7-2-4211, MCA . . . . . .

(House Bill No. 197; Regier) PROVIDING FOR AN ENHANCED
SENTENCE FOR A PERSON CONVICTED OF A FORCIBLE FELONY
AGAINST APREGNANT WOMAN. . . . ... ... ... ... ... ..

(House Bill No. 289; Greef) REVISING ZONING REQUIREMENTS FOR
TARGETED ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS; ALLOWING
PROVISIONS ADOPTED THROUGH ZONING BY PETITION TO
FULFILL THE ZONING REQUIREMENTS FOR CREATION OF A
TARGETED ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT; AND
AMENDING SECTION 7-15-4279, MCA . . . . . . . . ... ... ....

(House Bill No. 382; Dunwell) REVISING TERMINOLOGY RELATING TO
MENTAL ILLNESS; REPLACING REFERENCES TO “MENTAL
DISEASE OR DEFECT”, “MENTAL DEFECT”, AND SIMILAR PHRASES
WITH REFERENCES TO “MENTAL DISEASE OR DISORDER”,
“MENTAL DISORDER”, AND SIMILAR PHRASES; AMENDING
SECTIONS 37-3-103, 37-60-303, 39-3-406, 39-30-103, 44-5-103, 45-2-101,
45-2-211, 45-5-501, 45-8-321, 46-14-101, 46-14-102, 46-14-103, 46-14-202,
46-14-204, 46-14-206, 46-14-214, 46-14-217, 46-14-301, 46-14-302,
46-14-304, 46-14-311, 46-14-312, 46-15-323, 53-1-104, 80-20-102, AND
81-30-102, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(House Bill No. 397; Dudik) REQUIRING THE RELEASE OF AN
ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATE UPON THE WRITTEN REQUEST OF
AN ADULT ADOPTEE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 42-2-409, 42-6-102,
42-6-109, AND 50-15-223, MCA . . . . . . ... ... ... .. ... ...

(House Bill No. 481; Hunter) PROVIDING ONE ADDITIONAL
REGISTRATION EXEMPTION TO SECURITIES LAWS; ALLOWING
SECURITIES ISSUERS TO ENGAGE IN CERTAIN SECURITIES
TRANSACTIONS IF CONDUCTED WITHIN THIS STATE; AMENDING
SECTION 30-10-105, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE .

(House Bill No. 518; Ehli) REVISING LAWS RELATED TO SEARCH
WARRANTS; PROVIDING JUDGES WITH THE AUTHORITY TO
TEMPORARILY SEAL DOCUMENTS SEIZED PURSUANT TO SEARCH
WARRANTS WHEN THE DEMAND OF INDIVIDUAL PRIVACY
CLEARLY EXCEEDS THE MERITS OF PUBLIC DISCLOSURE;
AMENDING SECTION 46-11-701, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . . ... ... ... ... ....

(House Bill No. 588; Cook) REVISING LAWS RELATED TO A
REDUCTION IN SPENDING; AMENDING SECTION 17-7-140, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . .. ..

(Senate Bill No. 41; Facey) GENERALLY REVISING BUSINESS NAME
AND REGISTRATION LAWS; PROVIDING RULEMAKING
AUTHORITY; REVISING PROVISIONS RELATED TO ASSUMED
BUSINESS NAMES, CONTESTED CASES, CORPORATE NAMES,
FOREIGN LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY CERTIFICATES OF
AUTHORITY, AND REGISTRATION OF LIMITED LIABILITY
PARTNERSHIPS; AMENDING SECTIONS 30-13-203, 35-1-310, 35-4-206,
35-8-1003, 35-10-701, AND 35-10-703, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . ... ... ... .. ......
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(Senate Bill No. 151; Kary) ELIMINATING THE REQUIREMENT THAT
CAMPAIGN REPORTS ALSO BE FILED WITH AN ELECTION
ADMINISTRATOR; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 13-37-201 AND
13-37-225, MCA . . . . . ..

(Senate Bill No. 174; Moe) REVISING LAWS GOVERNING THE
INVESTMENT AND EXPENDITURE OF PERMANENT CARE AND
IMPROVEMENT FUNDS MANAGED BY TRUSTEES OF A CEMETERY
ASSOCIATION; ALLOWING PERMANENT CARE AND
IMPROVEMENT FUNDS TO BE MANAGED AND INVESTED
PURSUANT TO THE UNIFORM PRUDENT MANAGEMENT OF
INSTITUTIONAL FUNDS ACT; AMENDING SECTION 35-20-313, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . .. ..

(House Bill No. 44; Berry) REVISING LAWS RELATED TO THE
LICENSING OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS; CREATING A SINGLE
LICENSE TYPE FOR PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS; ELIMINATING THE
ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES AND PERMITS FOR PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANTS; ELIMINATING THE ISSUANCE OF LICENSES FOR
LICENSED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS; ALLOWING FOR A
REGISTRATION FEE; REVISING REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTIFIED
PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 2-7-501, 2-15-1756,
15-61-102, 15-63-102, 37-50-101, 37-50-102, 37-50-203, 37-50-301,
37-50-302, 37-50-305, 37-50-309, 37-50-314, 37-50-316, 37-50-325,
37-50-330, 37-50-335, 37-50-341, 37-50-401, 37-50-402, 37-50-403,
80-4-502, AND 80-4-601, MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 37-50-303,
37-50-304, 37-50-310, 37-50-311, 37-50-312, 37-50-313, MCA; AND
PROVIDING EFFECTIVEDATES . . . . ... ... ... .. ......

(House Bill No. 107; Cook) REVISING THE ALLOCATION OF
EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTIONS IN THE PUBLIC EMPLOYEES’
RETIREMENT SYSTEM; REALLOCATING CERTAIN EMPLOYER
CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE SYSTEM’S DEFINED BENEFIT PLAN
TO MEMBER ACCOUNTS IN THE SYSTEM’S DEFINED
CONTRIBUTION PLAN; STRIKING THE ALLOCATION OF
TEMPORARY CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE DEFINED CONTRIBUTION
PLAN DISABILITY FUND; ELIMINATING A PROVISION REQUIRING
THE PUBLIC EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT BOARD TO ACTUARIALLY
ADJUST CERTAIN CONTRIBUTIONS BETWEEN THE SYSTEM’S
DEFINED BENEFIT PLAN AND THE SYSTEM’'S DEFINED
CONTRIBUTION PLAN; REALLOCATING A TEMPORARY EMPLOYER
CONTRIBUTION FROM PAYING GENERAL LIABILITIES TO PAYING
PLAN CHOICE RATE LIABILITIES AND THEN DIRECTING THE
CONTRIBUTION TO MEMBER ACCOUNTS; AMENDING SECTIONS
19-2-303, 19-2-407, 19-3-2117, AND 19-21-214, MCA; REPEALING
SECTION 19-3-2121, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE
AND A RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE . . . ... ... ....

(House Bill No. 193; Salomon) REVISING THE PROCESSES FOR
APPEALING COUNTY ZONING DECISIONS; PROVIDING THAT A
DECISION OF A BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MAY BE APPEALED TO A
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS IF THE COMMISSIONERS
ESTABLISH A PROCESS AND A DECISION BY A BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OR A BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MAY BE
APPEALED TO A COURT OF RECORD; AND AMENDING SECTIONS
76-2-226, 76-2-227, AND 76-2-228, MCA . . . . . . ... ... ... ...

(House Bill No. 194; Redfield) REQUIRING A FORAGE ANALYSIS AS
PART OF A MANAGEMENT PLAN BEFORE WILD BUFFALO OR
BISON ARE RELEASED OR TRANSPLANTED ONTO PRIVATE OR
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PUBLIC LAND IN MONTANA; AMENDING SECTION 87-1-216, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . . . ..

(House Bill No. 222; Hollandsworth) PROHIBITING LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS WITH SELF-GOVERNING POWERS FROM
REQUIRING FEES AND PERMITS FOR MOVEMENT OF OVERSIZE
LOADS ON CERTAIN HIGHWAYS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS
7-1-111, 7-14-4102, 7-14-4103, 7-14-4104, 61-10-121, AND 61-12-101, MCA

(House Bill No. 227; Dudik) ADOPTING THE 2008 UNIFORM FAMILY
SUPPORT ACT; AMENDING SECTIONS 40-5-103, 40-5-143, 40-5-144,
40-5-145, 40-5-146, 40-5-147, 40-5-148, 40-5-149, 40-5-150, 40-5-151,
40-5-152, 40-5-153, 40-5-154, 40-5-157, 40-5-158, 40-5-159, 40-5-160,
40-5-161, 40-5-162, 40-5-163, 40-5-164, 40-5-165, 40-5-166, 40-5-171,
40-5-172, 40-5-173, 40-5-174, 40-5-175, 40-5-176, 40-5-177, 40-5-178,
40-5-179, 40-5-180, 40-5-181, 40-5-183, 40-5-184, 40-5-185, 40-5-186,
40-5-187, 40-5-188, 40-5-189, 40-5-190, 40-5-191, 40-5-192, 40-5-193,
40-5-194, 40-5-195, 40-5-196, 40-5-197, 40-5-272, AND 40-5-923, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . ... ... .. ....

(House Bill No. 232; Dudik) PROVIDING AN INCREASED PENALTY FOR
THE THEFT OF IDENTITY OF A MINOR; AMENDING SECTION
45-6-332, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY DATE . . . . .

(House Bill No. 252; McCarthy) ELIMINATING THE REQUIREMENT
THAT RESEARCH AND COMMERCIALIZATION ACCOUNT FUNDS BE
SPENT FOR RESEARCH INTO CLEAN COAL AND RENEWABLE
RESOURCES; AMENDING SECTIONS 90-3-1002 AND 90-3-1003, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . ... ... ... ... ..

(House Bill No. 285; Flynn) PROVIDING FOR REVISED DEFINITIONS
RELATED TO GUEST RANCHES; CLARIFYING WHAT CONSTITUTES
A SEASONAL ESTABLISHMENT AND A SMALL ESTABLISHMENT;
AMENDING SECTION 50-51-102, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . ... ... ... .. ......

(House Bill No. 366; Custer) ALLOWING A CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT
AND JUSTICE OF THE PEACE TO RECEIVE UP TO $2,000 A YEAR IN
ADDITION TO BASE SALARY; AMENDING SECTION 7-4-2503, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . .. ... ... ... ..

(House Bill No. 396; Jones) REMOVING THE TERMINATION DATE FOR
THE SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT ANALYSIS UNDER THE MONTANA
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT; AND REPEALING SECTION 6,
CHAPTER 318, LAWSOF 2013. . . . . . ... ... ... .. ......

(House Bill No. 410; Essmann) GENERALLY REVISING LAWS
REGARDING OLDER PERSONS, INCAPACITATED PERSONS, AND
DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED PERSONS; PROVIDING FOR THE
ADMISSIBILITY OF HEARSAY STATEMENTS UNDER CERTAIN
CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE REASONABLE GUARANTEES OF
TRUSTWORTHINESS ARE PRESENT IN CASES OF EXPLOITATION
OF OLDER PERSONS, INCAPACITATED PERSONS, AND PERSONS
WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES; CREATING THE OFFENSE
OF EXPLOITATION OF AN OLDER PERSON, INCAPACITATED
PERSON, OR DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED PERSON; PROVIDING
PENALTIES; AND AMENDING SECTION 52-3-825, MCA. . . . . . ..

(House Bill No. 436; Dudik) REVISING THE MONTANA UNIFORM
TRUST CODE BY MAKING IT TECHNICALLY CONSISTENT WITH
THE UNIFORM TRUST CODE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 72-38-132,
72-38-301, 72-38-802, 72-38-1008, AND 72-38-1013, MCA . . . . . . ..
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(House Bill No. 482; Hunter) PROVIDING THAT AN OFFENDER WHO IS
A PROFESSIONAL LICENSED BY THE STATE AND COMMITS THE
OFFENSE OF SEXUAL ASSAULT MUST REGISTER AS A SEXUAL
OFFENDER ON THE SEXUAL AND VIOLENT OFFENDER REGISTRY
IN CERTAIN CASES; REVISING DEFINITIONS; AMENDING SECTION
46-23-502, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE
AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE. . . . . . ... ... ... ... ....

(House Bill No. 513; Person) REVISING LAWS REGARDING
PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN MENTAL HEALTH
PROFESSIONALS AND CLIENTS; AMENDING SECTION 26-1-807,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . .

(House Bill No. 522; Berry) ESTABLISHING LAWS RELATED TO
TRANSACTIONS REGARDING MONTANA FARM MUTUAL
INSURERS; ALLOWING MONTANA FARM MUTUAL INSURERS TO
UNDERGO MERGERS AND BULK REINSURANCE AGREEMENTS .

(Senate Bill No. 31; Whitford) ALLOWING RAW HONEY TO BE
BARTERED AND SOLD AS A RAW AND UNPROCESSED FARM
PRODUCT AT FARMER'S MARKETS WITHOUT A SPECIAL LICENSE;
AMENDING SECTIONS 50-50-102 AND 50-50-202, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . ... ... ..

(Senate Bill No. 39; Smith) GENERALLY REVISING THE LAWS
RELATED TO PATENT AND COPYRIGHT TROLLING; PROVIDING
FOR THE CIVIL OFFENSE OF BAD FAITH ASSERTION OF A PATENT
RIGHT, INCLUDING REMEDIES AND DAMAGES AVAILABLE FOR
THE OFFENSE; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(Senate Bill No. 79, Facey) CLARIFYING THE FUNDING
REQUIREMENTS WITH RESPECT TO PROFESSIONAL AND
OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING BOARDS; PROVIDING RULEMAKING
AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS 37-1-134 AND 81-1-102, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . ... ... ......

(Senate Bill No. 109; Swandal) PROVIDING FOR ATTORNEY FEES AND
COSTS FOR THE PROPERTY OWNER IN AN ASSET FORFEITURE
PROCEEDING; AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY DATE . . . . .

(Senate Bill No. 141; Jones) REPEALING THE TERMINATION OF A
PROVISION ALLOWING CERTAIN RETIRED TEACHERS,
SPECIALISTS, AND ADMINISTRATORS UNDER THE TEACHERS
RETIREMENT SYSTEM TO BE REEMPLOYED IN CERTAIN
CIRCUMSTANCES WITHOUT BEING SUBJECT TO THE STANDARD
LIMITATIONS; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(Senate Bill No. 42; Malek) REVISING THE ALLOCATION OF
EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTIONS IN THE PUBLIC EMPLOYEES’
RETIREMENT SYSTEM DEFINED CONTRIBUTION PLAN AND THE
UNIVERSITY SYSTEM RETIREMENT PROGRAM; AMENDING
SECTIONS 19-2-303, 19-2-407, 19-3-2117, AND 19-21-214, MCA;
REPEALING SECTION 19-3-2121, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE
APPLICABILITYDATE . . . . . . ... . . .

(Senate Bill No. 74; Moe) ALLOCATING ADDITIONAL EMPLOYER
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR MONTANA UNIVERSITY SYSTEM
EMPLOYEES WHO ARE IN POSITIONS COVERED UNDER THE
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM; AMENDING SECTION
19-21-214, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE
AND A RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE . . . . .. .. ... ..
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(House Bill No. 36; Lynch) ALLOWING A CHANGE OF A WATER RIGHT
PERMIT VOLUME FOR FAILURE TO COMPLETE APPROPRIATION
WITHIN THE PERMIT TIME LIMIT; AMENDING SECTIONS 85-2-312
AND 85-2-402, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE
DATE . . . . .

(House Bill No. 39; Price) ALLOWING USE OF ELECTRONIC FUNDS
TRANSFERS FOR CERTAIN PAYMENTS RELATED TO THE SALE AND
LEASE OF STATE TRUST LAND; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 77-1-905
AND 77-2-363, MCA . . . . . . ...

(House Bill No. 40; Berry) REVISING APPOINTMENT AND TERMS OF
MEMBERS TO BOARDS OF ADJUSTMENTS FOR CONSERVATION
DISTRICTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 76-15-706, 76-15-721, AND
76-15-722, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(House Bill No. 49; Perry) REVISING THE BOARD OF LAND
COMMISSIONERS” REQUIREMENTS FOR REPORTING TO STATE
TRUST LAND BENEFICIARIES; AMENDING SECTION 77-1-223, MCA;
AND REPEALING SECTIONS 77-1-224 AND 77-1-225, MCA . . . . . .

(House Bill No. 100; Garner) REVISING THE DUTIES OF THE PUBLIC
SAFETY OFFICER STANDARDS AND TRAINING COUNCIL RELATED
TO CERTIFICATION OF PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS; REMOVING
REFERENCES TO THE GENERAL EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
TEST; ALLOWING CERTAIN MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONALS TO
EXAMINE AND EVALUATE THE MENTAL HEALTH OF A PEACE
OFFICER CANDIDATE; ALLOWING SUBSTITUTION OF A
STANDARDIZED MENTAL HEALTH EVALUATION INSTRUMENT
FOR THE MENTAL HEALTH EXAMINATION; REVISING CERTAIN
COURSE REQUIREMENTS; REMOVING APPLICATION
REQUIREMENTS BEFORE THE COUNCIL ISSUES A CERTIFICATE
TO A PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER WHO MEETS CERTAIN
EDUCATIONAL AND PROBATIONARY REQUIREMENTS;
ESTABLISHING THE COUNCIL AS A CRIMINAL JUSTICE AGENCY
FOR THE PURPOSES OF THE MONTANA CRIMINAL JUSTICE
INFORMATION ACT; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-32-303 AND 44-4-403,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . .

(House Bill No. 111; Regier) REVISING SENTENCING FOR FELONY
DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR DRUGS;
AMENDING SECTION 61-8-731, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
APPLICABILITYDATE . . . . ... .. .. . . . ...

(House Bill No. 135; Eck) REVISING PAROLE CRITERIA; EXPANDING
EXISTING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY OF THE BOARD OF PARDONS
AND PAROLE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 46-23-201 AND 46-23-202,

(House Bill No. 241; Berry) CLARIFYING THAT CERTAIN AUTHORIZED
EMERGENCY VEHICLES ARE NOT CONSIDERED COMMERCIAL
MOTOR VEHICLES; AND AMENDING SECTION 61-1-101, MCA . . .

(House Bill No. 272; Hill) CREATING THE UNIFORM COLLABORATIVE
LAW ACT; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS AND REQUIREMENTS FOR
PARTICIPATION IN THE COLLABORATIVE LAW PROCESS;
PROVIDING A DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLABORATIVE LAW
AGREEMENT; REQUIRING NOTIFICATION OF A COURT WHEN
ENTERING THE COLLABORATIVE LAW PROCESS; REQUIRING
FULL DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION TO THE OPPOSING PARTY;
REQUIRING A COLLABORATIVE LAWYER TO MAKE REASONABLE
INQUIRY INTO WHETHER THE PARTIES HAVE A HISTORY OF A
VIOLENT RELATIONSHIP; PROVIDING PRIVILEGES AGAINST
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DISCLOSURE FOR COLLABORATIVE LAW COMMUNICATIONS; AND
PROVIDING AUTHORITY FOR A COURT TO ENFORCE A
COLLABORATIVE LAW AGREEMENT IN THE CASE OF
NONCOMPLIANCE . . . . . ... .. oo

(House Bill No. 367; Custer) REVISING FEES OF THE COUNTY CLERK
WITH REGARD TO FILING OF SUBDIVISION AND TOWNSITE PLATS
AND CERTIFICATES OF SURVEY; INCREASING THE FEE FOR
FILING OF SUBDIVISION AND TOWNSITE PLATS; CLARIFYING THE
FEE FOR FILING EACH PAGE OF A DOCUMENT REQUIRED TO BE
FILED WITH A SUBDIVISION, TOWNSITE PLAT, OR CERTIFICATE
OF SURVEY; AND AMENDING SECTION 7-4-2631, MCA. . . . . . ..

(House Bill No. 372; Garner) REPEALING THE MONTANA NATIONAL
GUARD REENLISTMENT OR EXTENSION ACT OF 1981; REPEALING
SECTIONS 10-1-801, 10-1-802, 10-1-803, 10-1-804, 10-1-805, AND
10-1-806, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(House Bill No. 429; Hill) ENACTING THE INTERSTATE MEDICAL
LICENSURE COMPACT; PROVIDING FOR THE INTERSTATE
LICENSURE OF PHYSICIANS; AND DESIGNATING AN APPOINTING
AUTHORITY . . . . . .o o e

(House Bill No. 507; Pierson) REVISING LAWS RELATING TO
INVESTIGATIONS OF ALLEGED MISTREATMENT, NEGLECT, OR
ABUSE OF RESIDENTS AT A RESIDENTIAL FACILITY; CLARIFYING
THE TIMEFRAME FOR INITIATING AN INVESTIGATION;
PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTION
53-20-163, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(House Bill No. 537; Berry) REVISING LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
LAWS TO PERMIT A COMPANY TO BE ORGANIZED FOR CAPTIVE
INSURANCE; AMENDING SECTION 35-8-106, MCA; AND PROVIDING
AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE . . . ... ... ... .......

(Senate Bill No. 8; Webb) ALLOWING PRESCRIBING OF CERTAIN
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS BY ELECTRONIC MEANS; AMENDING
SECTIONS 50-31-307, 50-31-308, AND 50-32-208, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . .. ... ...

(House Bill No. 35; Ehli) APPROPRIATING MONEY FOR SHORT-TERM
VOLUNTARY INPATIENT MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT;
PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS
53-21-1202, 53-21-1203, AND 53-21-1204, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVEDATE . . .. ... ... ... ... .. .. . . . . .....

(House Bill No. 47; Pease-Lopez) APPROPRIATING MONEY FOR
MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS DIVERSION PILOT PROJECTS FOR
YOUTH; REQUIRING A REPORT; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE . . . . e

(House Bill No. 69; Custer) UPDATING THE TRAINING
REQUIREMENTS FOR ELECTION ADMINISTRATORS AND
ELECTION STAFF; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-1-203 AND 13-4-203,
MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . . ..

(House Bill No. 85; Woods) GENERALLY REVISING ADMINISTRATIVE
AND FEDERAL TAX QUALIFICATION PROVISIONS OF THE
TEACHERS RETIREMENT SYSTEM; REVISING PROVISIONS
RELATED TO THE CORRECTION OF ERRORS, RECOVERY OF
AMOUNTS DUE RESULTING FROM ERRORS, CREDITABLE
SERVICE, OPTIONAL RETIREMENT ALLOWANCES,
COMPENSATION LIMITATIONS, MAXIMUM CONTRIBUTIONS,
DIFFERENTIAL WAGE PAYMENTS, DISABILITY BENEFITS, DEATH
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BENEFITS, AND GROUP INSURANCE PREMIUM WITHHOLDING;
AMENDING SECTIONS 19-20-401, 19-20-402, 19-20-403, 19-20-404,
19-20-405, 19-20-408, 19-20-409, 19-20-410, 19-20-426, 19-20-427,
19-20-702, 19-20-715, 19-20-716, 19-20-718, 19-20-802, 19-20-904,
19-20-1001, AND 19-20-1101, MCA; REPEALING SECTION 19-20-705,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE
APPLICABILITYDATE . . . . . . . ... . . .

(House Bill No. 102; Pinocci) REVISING REGULATION OF REAL
ESTATE TRANSACTIONS; PROVIDING AND CLARIFYING
DEFINITIONS; CLARIFYING EXEMPTIONS FROM LICENSING
PROVISIONS; REQUIRING A LICENSE TO CONDUCT REAL ESTATE
BUSINESS IF THE REAL ESTATE IS LOCATED WITHIN THE STATE;
REQUIRING A REAL ESTATE LICENSEE ACTING AS AN AGENT TO
COMPLY WITH DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS; AMENDING
SECTIONS 37-51-102, 37-51-103, 37-51-301, 37-51-306, 37-51-313, AND
37-51-602, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(House Bill No. 117; Lynch) PROVIDING ADDITIONAL MECHANISMS
FOR REGULATING UNLICENSED PRACTICE OF A PROFESSION OR
OCCUPATION FOR THE STATE ELECTRICAL BOARD, BOARD OF
PLUMBERS, AND BOARD OF REALTY REGULATION; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN
APPLICABILITYDATE . . . . . ... ... ... .. . ... .......

(House Bill No. 164; Schwaderer) REVISING THE DISPOSITION OF
PROCEEDS FROM A TRUSTEE SALE; ADDING ADDITIONAL FILING
REQUIREMENTS UPON DEPOSIT OF SURPLUS FUNDS WITH THE
COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER; ALLOWING A LIENHOLDER TO
FILE A PETITION REQUESTING DISBURSEMENT OF SURPLUS
FUNDS FROM A TRUSTEE SALE TO SATISFY THE LIEN; REQUIRING
THE COUNTY TREASURER TO DISBURSE SURPLUS FUNDS
ACCORDING TO COURT ORDER; AND AMENDING SECTION 71-1-316,

(House Bill No. 198; Regier) CLARIFYING THAT A BALLOT MAY NOT
STATE A CANDIDATE’S TITLE OR CERTAIN OTHER DESIGNATIONS;
AND AMENDING SECTIONS 13-12-203 AND 20-20-401, MCA . . . . .

(House Bill No. 207; Zolnikov) PROHIBITING GOVERNMENTAL
BODIES FROM REQUESTING OR REQUIRING THE DISCLOSURE OF
PRIVILEGED NEWS MEDIA INFORMATION FROM SERVICES THAT
TRANSMIT ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS; PROHIBITING AN
ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION SERVICE FROM BEING
ADJUDGED IN CONTEMPT IF THE ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION
SERVICE REFUSES TO DISCLOSE CERTAIN INFORMATION; AND
AMENDING SECTION 26-1-902, MCA. . . . . . . ... ... ......

(House Bill No. 375; Lavin) INCREASING MOTOR VEHICLE LIABILITY
INSURANCE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR PROPERTY DAMAGE;
AMENDING SECTION 61-6-103, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
APPLICABILITYDATE . . . . ... .. .. . . ...

(House Bill No. 392; Garner) ESTABLISHING PROVISIONS
CONCERNING THE REEMPLOYMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE
MUNICIPAL POLICE OFFICERS RETIREMENT SYSTEM; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A
RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE. . . . .. ... ... ......

(House Bill No. 461; Lavin) REVISING LAWS GOVERNING THE SALARY
SCHEDULE OF A JUSTICE OF THE PEACE AND A DEPUTY COUNTY
ATTORNEY; CLARIFYING THAT A JUSTICE OF THE PEACE MAY
RECEIVE COMPENSATION IN ADDITION TO THE JUSTICE’'S BASE
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SALARY; PROVIDING FOR LONGEVITY INCREASES FOR DEPUTY
COUNTY ATTORNEYS; AMENDING SECTION 7-4-2503, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . . ... ... ... .....

(Senate Bill No. 338; Arntzen) EXCLUDING CERTAIN VEHICLES FROM
CERTAIN MAXIMUM WEIGHT LIMITATIONS IF TRAVELING ON
PORTIONS OF MONTANA HIGHWAY 16; EXTENDING RULEMAKING
AUTHORITY; AND AMENDING SECTION 61-10-107, MCA. . . . . . .

(House Bill No. 99; McClafferty) GENERALLY REVISING THE
ADMINISTRATION OF GASOLINE AND SPECIAL FUEL TAXES;
COMBINING THE GASOLINE TAX AND SPECIAL FUEL TAX INTO
ONE PART OF LAW; ALLOWING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF A
PROBATIONARY DISTRIBUTOR’S LICENSE; ELIMINATING THE
REISSUANCE FEE FOR A SUSPENDED OR REVOKED
DISTRIBUTOR’S LICENSE; REVISING THE TIME PERIOD FOR
WHICH DISTRIBUTORS MUST KEEP RECORDS; AMENDING
SECTIONS 7-14-301, 7-14-304, 15-30-2618, 15-70-104, 15-70-113,
15-70-121, 15-70-231, 15-70-235, 15-70-236, 15-70-301, 15-70-320,
15-70-326, 15-70-330, 15-70-341, 15-70-343, 15-70-344, 15-70-345,
15-70-348, 15-70-349, 15-70-351, 15-70-352, 15-70-353, 15-70-354,
15-70-356, 15-70-357, 15-70-361, 15-70-362, 15-70-364, 15-70-366,
15-70-503, 15-70-521, 15-70-522, 15-70-719, 60-3-201, 60-3-202, 61-12-206,
67-1-301, 75-11-302, AND 75-11-314, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTIONS
15-70-201, 15-70-202, 15-70-204, 15-70-205, 15-70-206, 15-70-207,
15-70-208, 15-70-209, 15-70-210, 15-70-211, 15-70-212, 15-70-221,
15-70-222, 15-70-223, 15-70-224, 15-70-225, 15-70-226, 15-70-232,
15-70-233, 15-70-242, 15-70-321, 15-70-324, AND 15-70-372, MCA . . . .

(House Bill No. 168; Fitzpatrick) CLARIFYING THE APPLICABILITY OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND
CONSERVATION’S DEFINITION OF “COMBINED APPROPRIATION”
FOR WATER RIGHT PERMIT EXCEPTIONS IN CERTAIN
CIRCUMSTANCES AND PROVIDING RETROACTIVE
APPLICABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE
DATE . . . . .

(House Bill No. 208; Moore) REVISING PAWNBROKER REGISTER
REQUIREMENTS; ELIMINATING THE REQUIREMENT THAT THE
REGISTER INCLUDE A RECORD OF THE SALE OF PAWNED
ARTICLES; RESERVING TO PEACE OFFICERS THE RIGHT TO
INSPECT THE REGISTER; AND AMENDING SECTION 31-1-402, MCA

(House Bill No. 240; Berry) ALLOWING SURPLUS LINES INSURANCE
PRODUCERS TO CHARGE A FLAT FEE IN CONNECTION WITH
SURPLUS LINES INSURANCE TRANSACTIONS; AMENDING
SECTIONS 33-2-311 AND 33-18-212, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE . . ... ... ..

(House Bill No. 319; Olszewski) REVISING HEALTH CARE PROVIDER
AND HEALTH CARE FACILITIES LIEN LAWS TO INCLUDE
ADDITIONAL HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS AND FACILITIES; AND
AMENDING SECTIONS 71-3-1111, 71-3-1112, 71-3-1114, 71-3-1115,
71-3-1117, AND 71-3-1118 MCA . . . . . . . . . . ... ...

(House Bill No. 324; Welborn) ELIMINATING THE REQUIREMENT FOR
INSURERS TO PROVIDE CERTIFICATION OF CREDITABLE
COVERAGE; ALLOWING FOR CERTIFICATION TO BE ISSUED UPON
REQUEST; AMENDING SECTION 33-22-142, MCA; AND PROVIDING
AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . ... ... ... ......

(House Bill No. 353; Greef) REVISING LAWS RELATED TO A VACANCY
ON THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION; REQUIRING THE
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GOVERNOR’S APPOINTEE TO FILL A VACANCY TO BE FROM THE
SAME POLITICAL PARTY AND DISTRICT AS THE FORMER
INCUMBENT; REQUIRING THE GOVERNOR TO APPOINT AN
INDIVIDUAL FROM LISTS OF NOMINEES PROVIDED BY THE
AFFECTED STATE PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE; PROVIDING
TIMELINES FOR THE APPOINTMENT PROCESS; AMENDING
SECTION 69-1-106, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVEDATE . . .. ... ... ... ... ... . . . . . ...,

(House Bill No. 363; Funk) REPEALING LAWS PROVIDING FOR THE
SUSPENSION OF STATE-ISSUED LICENSES OF DEBTORS WHO
HAVE DEFAULTED ON STUDENT LOANS; AMENDING SECTION
20-26-1101, MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 20-26-1115, 20-26-1116,
20-26-1117, 20-26-1118, 20-26-1119, 20-26-1120, AND 20-26-1121, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . ... ..

(House Bill No. 431, Dunwell) ALLOWING A PLAQUE, STATUE, OR
OTHER ITEM OF TRIBUTE COMMEMORATING MONTANA’S FIRST
TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR, SIDNEY EDGERTON, TO BE PLACED IN
A STATE CAPITOL COMPLEX BUILDING OR ON THE GROUNDS OF
THE CAPITOL COMPLEX; PROVIDING THAT THE MONTANA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY PROCURE THE ITEM AND ADMINISTER
FUNDS FOR THAT PURPOSE; REQUIRING PRIVATE FUNDING;
AMENDING SECTION 2-17-808, MCA; PROVIDING FOR CONTINGENT
VOIDNESS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE . . . .. .. ..

(House Bill No. 536; Berry) REVISING CAPTIVE INSURANCE LAWS TO
APPLY TO ENTITIES FORMED OR OPERATED FOR THE BENEFIT OF
A POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THE STATE; AMENDING SECTIONS
33-1-102 AND 33-28-101, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . . . ... . .

(House Bill No. 555; Fitzpatrick) INCREASING THE ALLOWANCE THAT
MAY BE PAID TO VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS; AND AMENDING
SECTION 19-17-110, MCA . . . . . . . . . .. . o .

(House Bill No. 573; Lavin) ALLOWING FOR AN ELECTRONIC
ODOMETER STATEMENT WHEN TRANSFERRING VEHICLE
OWNERSHIP; ELIMINATING THE REQUIREMENT THAT A
MANUFACTURER’S CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN BE SUBMITTED WITH
AN APPLICATION FOR A VEHICLE TITLE; AND AMENDING
SECTIONS 61-3-206, 61-3-216, 61-3-509, AND 61-4-104, MCA . . . . . .

(Senate Bill No. 140; Jones) REVISING THE METHODOLOGY FOR
BUDGET COMPARISONS; PROVIDING A METHODOLOGY FOR
EXPENDITURE COMPARISONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 17-7-150
AND 17-7-151, MCA; AND PROVIDING A TERMINATION DATE. . . .

(Senate Bill No. 144; Buttrey) CONSOLIDATING TWO EXISTING
PROCUREMENT ACCOUNTS INTO ONE STATE SPECIAL REVENUE
ACCOUNT; REVISING ACCEPTABLE USE OF MONEY IN THE
ACCOUNT; AMENDING SECTION 18-4-227, MCA; AND PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . . . . .. .

(Senate Bill No. 327; Blasdel) ESTABLISHING A DEADLINE FOR THE
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION TO ISSUE AN ORDER FOR RATE
SCHEDULES FOR THE PURCHASE OF ELECTRICITY FROM A
QUALIFYING SMALL POWER PRODUCTION FACILITY; AMENDING
SECTION 69-3-603, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE . .

(House Bill No. 68; Kelker) REVISING DEFINITIONS CONCERNING
THE DUTY STATUS OF MONTANA NATIONAL GUARD MEMBERS;
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CLARIFYING WHAT DUTY STATUS IS COVERED BY THE
PROVISIONS OF THE MONTANA NATIONAL GUARD CIVIL RELIEF
ACT, THE MONTANA MILITARY SERVICE EMPLOYMENT RIGHTS
ACT, AND THE UNIFORM PROBATE CODE; AMENDING SECTIONS
10-1-902, 10-1-1002, 10-1-1003, 10-1-1006, 10-1-1007, 10-1-1201, 19-2-707,
20-25-421, AND 72-5-103, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . . . .. .. .

(House Bill No. 209; Schreiner) REVISING ELECTION LAWS RELATED
TO THE DESIGNATION OF AN AGENT TO ASSIST AN ELECTOR WITH
THE REGISTRATION AND VOTING PROCESS; PROVIDING THAT
THE USE OF AN AGENT IS AREASONABLE ACCOMMODATION; AND
AMENDING SECTION 13-1-116, MCA. . . . . . . . . ... ... ....

(House Bill No. 288; Richmond) REPEALING THE DEPARTMENT OF
ADMINISTRATION’S AUTHORITY TO TRANSFER INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY FUNDS, EQUIPMENT, FACILITIES, AND
EMPLOYEES; AMENDING SECTIONS 2-17-513 AND 2-17-516, MCA;
REPEALING SECTION 2-17-531, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . . . ... . . ..

(House Bill No. 331; Schwaderer) REVISING SIGNAGE AND
GEOGRAPHICAL DESIGNATION LAWS; REQUIRING STATE
LANDHOLDING AND LAND-MANAGING AGENCIES TO REMOVE
THE WORDS “HALF-BREED” OR “BREED” FROM MAPS, SIGNS, OR
MARKERS WHENEVER AGENCIES UPDATE MAPS OR REPLACE
SIGNS AND MARKERS BECAUSE OF WEAR OR VANDALISM;
REQUIRING THE DIRECTOR OF INDIAN AFFAIRS TO ENSURE THAT
A LITTLE SHELL CHIPPEWA TRIBAL MEMBER IS APPOINTED TO
THE ADVISORY GROUP ON NAMING SITES AND FEATURES;
AMENDING SECTION 2-15-149, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . . . .. . . ... .. ......

(House Bill No. 478; Williams) IMPLEMENTING SAFETY STANDARDS
AND OVERSIGHT FOR COTTAGE FOOD OPERATIONS AND VARIOUS
RETAIL FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS; PROVIDING CONDITIONS AND
REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS FOR COTTAGE FOOD
OPERATIONS; CLARIFYING TERMS RELATING TO AND STATE
REGULATION OF MOBILE FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS; PROVIDING
FOR LOCAL BOARDS OF HEALTH TO OVERSEE AND ISSUE
PERMITS FOR TEMPORARY FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS; CLARIFYING
REGULATION OF COTTAGE FOOD OPERATIONS IN RELATION TO
CERTAIN PRODUCTS; EXTENDING THE RULEMAKING AUTHORITY
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 30-12-301, 50-31-103,
50-46-309, 50-50-101, 50-50-102, 50-50-103, 50-50-105, 50-50-109,
50-50-110, 50-50-201, 50-50-202, 50-50-203, 50-50-205, 50-50-208,
50-50-209, 50-50-211, 50-50-212, 50-50-213, 50-50-214, 50-50-215,
50-50-301, 50-50-302, 50-50-303, 50-50-305, 50-57-102, AND 81-22-208,

(House Bill No. 529; Court) PROHIBITING A CANDIDATE FROM
SERVING AS A POLL WATCHER; AND AMENDING SECTION
13-13-120, MCA . . . . . . .o

(House Bill No. 580; Bennett) PROHIBITING CERTAIN PERSONS FROM
DISTRIBUTING ANYTHING OF VALUE TO ELECTORS AT OR
OUTSIDE A POLLING PLACE ON ELECTION DAY; AND AMENDING
SECTION 13-35-211, MCA . . . . . . . ... ... . ... . .. ...,
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(House Bill No. 439; Redfield) REQUIRING THE BOARD OF LIVESTOCK
TO ELECTRONICALLY RECORD MEETINGS; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . ... ... ... .. ......

(House Bill No. 578; Lang) REQUIRING THAT THE NORTHEAST
MONTANA VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK IN FORT PECK, MONTANA,
BE DESIGNATED ON OFFICIAL STATE MAPS . . . . . ... .....

(Senate Bill No. 101; Driscoll) ALLOWING THE DEPARTMENT OF
CORRECTIONS TO SET A PERCENTAGE OF EARNINGS THAT
INMATE WORKERS ARE REQUIRED TO SAVE; PROVIDING
RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AND AMENDING SECTION 53-1-107,

(Senate Bill No. 255; Brown) REVISING THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE
ADVANCING AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION IN MONTANA
PROGRAM; REMOVING THE LIMIT ON PAYMENTS PER SCHOOL
YEAR; AUTHORIZING PAYMENTS TO EXISTING PROGRAMS THAT
ADD ADDITIONAL TEACHERS; AMENDING SECTION 20-7-334, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . .. ... ... ... ..

(House Bill No. 342; Bennett) ALLOWING FOR ELECTRONIC ADDRESS
CONFIRMATION FOR AN ELECTOR RESPONDING TO THE
BIENNIAL ABSENTEE BALLOT LIST CONFIRMATION MAILING;
ALLOWING AN ELECTOR TO RESPOND TO THE CONFIRMATION
MAILING USING E-MAIL; ALLOWING AN ELECTION
ADMINISTRATOR TO ESTABLISH A WEBSITE FOR ELECTORS TO
RESPOND TO THE CONFIRMATION MAILING; AND AMENDING
SECTION 13-13-212, MCA . . . . . . . .. ... ... .. . ... ...

(House Bill No. 400; Custer) ALLOWING AN ELECTOR WITH A
DISABILITY TO VOTE USING AN ELECTRONIC BALLOT; PROVIDING
VOTING PROCEDURES RELATING TO ELECTRONIC BALLOTS FOR
ELECTORS WITH DISABILITIES; REVISING THE SECRETARY OF
STATE’S RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AND AMENDING SECTION
13-19-301, MCA . . . . . . . e

(House Bill No. 101; Steenberg) GENERALLY REVISING LAWS
RELATED TO THE ADMINISTRATION OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEE
RETIREMENT SYSTEMS; REVISING PROVISIONS OF THE PUBLIC
EMPLOYEES’, JUDGES’, HHIGHWAY PATROL OFFICERS’, SHERIFFS’,
GAME WARDENS AND PEACE OFFICERS’, MUNICIPAL POLICE
OFFICERS’, AND FIREFIGHTERS’ UNIFIED RETIREMENT SYSTEMS;
REVISING PROVISIONS OF THE VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS’
COMPENSATION ACT; PROVIDING FOR RECOVERY OF IMPROPER
PAYMENTS; REVISING CERTAIN BENEFITS FOR CONTINGENT
ANNUITANTS AND BENEFICIARIES; CLARIFYING OPTIONAL
MEMBERSHIP PROVISIONS; CLARIFYING THE CALCULATION OF
CERTAIN BENEFITS; REVISING CERTAIN BENEFIT PAYMENTS
AND MEMBERSHIP ELECTION PROVISIONS; ELIMINATING
EXPIRED PROVISIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 5-2-304, 19-2-405,
19-2-801, 19-2-903, 19-2-904, 19-2-908, 19-3-411, 19-3-412, 19-3-904,
19-3-1105, 19-3-1106, 19-3-1210, 19-3-1501, 19-3-2141, 19-5-701, 19-5-802,
19-7-301, 19-7-410, 19-7-503, 19-7-1001, 19-8-302, 19-8-801, 19-8-1001,
19-8-1002, 19-9-301, 19-9-1206, 19-17-112, AND 19-20-302, MCA;
REPEALING SECTION 19-9-1020, MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED
EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . . . . .. . . e

(House Bill No. 557; Harris) REVISING WHAT CONSTITUTES A LEGAL
FENCE IN MONTANA; ADDING THREE-WIRE ELECTRIC FENCE TO
THE LIST OF LEGAL FENCES; AMENDING SECTIONS 76-16-322 AND
81-4-101, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE
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(House Bill No. 564; Person) GENERALLY REVISING STATE LAW
RELATED TO THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT; REVISING DEFINITIONS;
UPDATING REFERENCES TO FEDERAL LAW; UPDATING
LANGUAGE CONCERNING EXCLUSIONS, REFERENDUMS,
RULEMAKING, AGREEMENTS, AND CONTRIBUTIONS; AND
AMENDING SECTIONS 19-1-102, 19-1-103, 19-1-104, 19-1-201, 19-1-202,
19-1-302, 19-1-303, 19-1-304, 19-1-401, 19-1-402, 19-1-501, 19-1-502,
19-1-503, 19-1-702, 19-1-704, 19-1-811, 19-1-815, 19-1-822, 19-1-823,
19-1-824, AND 19-1-826, MCA. . . . . . . . . .. ... ... ...

(Senate Bill No. 48; Vincent) REQUIRING ELECTRONIC REPORTING OF
EPHEDRINE OR PSEUDOEPHEDRINE SALES; PROVIDING FOR THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF AND PARTICIPATION IN AN ELECTRONIC
RECORDKEEPING AND MONITORING SYSTEM; PROVIDING
IMMUNITY; AMENDING SECTIONS 50-32-501 AND 50-32-502, MCA;
AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . .. ... ..

(Senate Bill No. 150; Windy Boy) INCREASING THE AMOUNT OF
UNIVERSAL SYSTEM BENEFITS FUNDS USED BY A PUBLIC
UTILITY FOR LOW-INCOME ENERGY AND WEATHERIZATION
ASSISTANCE; CLARIFYING WAYS A PUBLIC UTILITY MAY PROVIDE
ASSISTANCE; AMENDING SECTIONS 69-8-402 AND 69-8-412, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A
RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE. . . . . ... ... .......

(House Bill No. 284; Dudik) PROMOTING SAFE SCHOOLS AND
CREATING THE BULLY-FREE MONTANA ACT; PROVIDING
DEFINITIONS; PROHIBITING BULLYING OF STUDENTS; AND
CLARIFYINGREDRESS . . . . ... ... ... ... ..........

(House Bill No. 259; Moore) CLARIFYING CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS
FOR AUTOMOBILE DEALERS, WHOLESALERS, AND AUCTIONS FOR
MAINTAINING VEHICLE OWNERSHIP RECORDS; AUTHORIZING
AUTOMOBILE DEALERS, WHOLESALERS, AND AUCTIONS TO
MAINTAIN A PHOTOCOPY, ELECTRONIC, OR DIGITAL RECORD OF
VEHICLE OWNERSHIP; AND AMENDING SECTION 61-4-104, MCA .

(House Bill No. 280; Essmann) GENERALLY REVISING AND
CLARIFYING LAWS RELATED TO BICYCLE TRAFFIC; REVISING THE
DEFINITION OF “BICYCLE”; PROVIDING A DEFINITION OF
“ELECTRICALLY ASSISTED BICYCLE”; ALLOWING BICYCLISTS TO
OVERTAKE AND PASS ON THE RIGHT SHOULDER OF A ROADWAY;
PROVIDING CIRCUMSTANCES WHEN A FASTER VEHICLE MAY
PASS A BICYCLE WITHIN A NO-PASSING ZONE; REVISING WHERE
BICYCLES MAY BE RIDDEN ON ROADWAYS; REVISING THE
REQUIREMENTS FOR NIGHTTIME VISIBILITY AND BRAKING FOR
BICYCLES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-102, 61-8-324, 61-8-326,
61-8-604, 61-8-605, 61-8-606, AND 61-8-607, MCA. . . . ... ... ...

(House Bill No. 318; Hill) REQUIRING COVERAGE OF CERTAIN
THERAPIES FOR CHILDREN WITH DOWN SYNDROME; AMENDING
SECTIONS 2-18-704, 33-31-111, AND 33-35-306, MCA; AND PROVIDING
A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE. . .

(House Bill No. 460; Mehlhoff) DESIGNATING THE MONTANA
VETERANS MEMORIAL IN GREAT FALLS, MONTANA, AS A
MONTANA VETERANS' MEMORIAL . . . . . ... ...........

(Senate Bill No. 238; Blasdel) ESTABLISHING A DEFERRED
RETIREMENT OPTION PLAN IN THE HIGHWAY PATROL OFFICERS’
RETIREMENT SYSTEM; SPECIFYING ELIGIBILITY AND
PARTICIPATION CRITERIA; SPECIFYING CONTRIBUTIONS AND
THE INTEREST RATE TO BE CREDITED; PROVIDING FOR
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259

260

261

262

SURVIVORSHIP BENEFITS AND DISTRIBUTION OPTIONS;
GRANTING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTION
19-6-710, MCA; AND PROVIDING A CONTINGENT VOIDNESS . . . .

(Senate Bill No. 289; Ankney) GENERALLY REVISING CAMPAIGN
FINANCE LAWS; REVISING DEFINITIONS OF “CONTRIBUTION”,
“EXPENDITURE”, AND “POLITICAL COMMITTEE”; CLARIFYING
TYPES OF POLITICAL COMMITTEES; DEFINING
CAMPAIGN-RELATED TERMS; REVISING ATTRIBUTION
REQUIREMENTS; PROHIBITING A UNION FROM CONTRIBUTING
TO CANDIDATES; REQUIRING THE COMMISSIONER OF POLITICAL
PRACTICES TO ADOPT RULES TO DETERMINE THE PRIMARY
PURPOSE OF AN INCIDENTAL COMMITTEE AND TO DEFINE WHAT
CONSTITUTES A DE MINIMIS ACT, CONTRIBUTION, OR
EXPENDITURE; REVISING WHEN A POLITICAL COMMITTEE FILES
CERTIFICATION WITH THE COMMISSIONER; CLARIFYING
DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN ELECTION
MATERIALS; REVISING THE TIMES FOR FILING CERTAIN
REPORTS; CLARIFYING DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS FOR
CONTRIBUTIONS AND EXPENDITURES; ALLOWING THE
COMMISSIONER OF POLITICAL PRACTICES TO REQUIRE CERTAIN
REPORTS TO BE FILED ELECTRONICALLY; REQUIRING THE
COMMISSIONER TO POST CERTAIN REPORT INFORMATION ON A
WEBSITE; PROVIDING DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS FOR
INCIDENTAL COMMITTEES; CLARIFYING THAT CERTAIN
DISCLOSURE REPORTS ARE TO BE FILED REGARDLESS OF AN
ENTITY’S TAX STATUS; REVISING AND EXPANDING THE
COMMISSIONER’S RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING
SECTIONS 2-2-121, 13-1-101, 13-35-225, 13-35-227, 13-35-402, 13-37-114,
13-37-201, 13-37-216, 13-37-219, 13-37-225, 13-37-226, 13-37-228,
13-37-229, 13-37-231, AND 13-37-402, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTION
13-37-230, MCA . . . . . . e

(House Bill No. 250; Wagoner) CLARIFYING THAT SOUND REDUCTION
DEVICES MAY BE USED ON FIREARMS WHILE HUNTING
WILDLIFE; AMENDING SECTION 87-6-401, MCA; AND PROVIDING
AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . ... ... ... ......

(House Bill No. 330; Schwaderer) ESTABLISHING STANDARDS AND
LIMITS FOR LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACQUISITION AND USE
OF CERTAIN EQUIPMENT; AND REQUIRING A LOCAL LAW
ENFORCEMENT AGENCY TO PROVIDE PUBLIC NOTIFICATION . .

(House Bill No. 334; Cook) GENERALLY REVISING LAWS APPLICABLE
TO COUNTY GOVERNMENT; AMENDING THE THRESHOLD FOR
CERTAIN LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUDITS; AMENDING THE
DEFINITION OF “POLITICAL SUBDIVISION”; REQUIRING CERTAIN
BOARDS, DISTRICTS, AND COMMISSIONS TO SUBMIT THEIR
MINUTES TO THE COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER FOR
ELECTRONIC STORAGE AT NO COST; REQUIRING A PUBLIC
LOCATION FOR POSTING COUNTY INFORMATION; ADJUSTING
RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS FOR COUNTY COMMISSIONERS;
PROVIDING FOR APPOINTMENT TO FILL A VACANCY CREATED BY
A NONPARTISAN COMMISSIONER; AMENDING THE
REQUIREMENTS FOR SETTING CONSOLIDATED OFFICE
SALARIES; REQUIRING THAT A PLAN BE ADOPTED FOR A CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT FUND; REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT THAT A
COUNTY TREASURER MAKE AN ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT TO
THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT; AMENDING REQUIREMENTS
CONCERNING WHENA COUNTY MUST SUBMIT INDEBTEDNESS OR
LIABILITY TO A VOTE OF THE ELECTORS OF THE COUNTY;
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REVISING THE ALLOWABLE METHODS OF ASSESSMENT FOR
SPECIAL DISTRICTS; REVISING DEADLINES FOR A RESOLUTION
LEVYING COSTS IN A LIGHTING DISTRICT; REVISING COUNTY
LAND AND ROAD SURVEYOR REQUIREMENTS AND COUNTY
ENGINEER REQUIREMENTS; REVISING THE BODY EMPLOYING A
WEED COORDINATOR; REVISING THE GROUNDS FOR
TERMINATION AND WRITTEN NOTICE REQUIREMENTS FOR
TERMINATION OF A DEPUTY SHERIFF; REPEALING
REQUIREMENTS CONCERNING COUNTY TREASURER RECEIPTS;
REPEALING CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS WITH RESPECT TO
INCREASING PROPERTY TAXES; AMENDING SECTIONS 2-7-503,
2-9-101, 7-4-2104, 7-4-2106, 7-4-2312, 7-4-2631, 7-4-2801, 7-6-616,
7-6-2801, 7-7-2101, 7-11-1024, 7-12-2202, 7-14-2606, 7-22-2101, 7-32-2107,
7-32-2108, AND 20-9-212, MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 7-6-2116 AND
15-10-203, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . . ..

(House Bill No. 343; Bennett) PROHIBITING AN EMPLOYER FROM
REQUESTING ONLINE PASSWORDS OR USER NAMES FOR AN
EMPLOYEE'S OR JOB APPLICANT'S PERSONAL SOCIAL MEDIA
ACCOUNTS; PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS; DEFINING “PERSONAL
SOCIAL MEDIA”; PROVIDING PENALTIES; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . ... ... ... ... ......

(House Bill No. 350; Shaw) REVISING VENDOR REPRESENTATIVE
REQUIREMENTS FOR LIQUOR SALES; PROVIDING RULEMAKING
AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTION 16-3-107, MCA; AND PROVIDING
AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE . . . .. .. ... ... ......

(House Bill No. 422; Ehli) CREATING A PILOT PROJECT TO IMPROVE
OUTCOMES FOR YOUTH IN THE CHILDREN'S MENTAL HEALTH
SYSTEM; REQUIRING AN INTERIM STUDY OF EVIDENCE-BASED
OUTCOMES; PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN
DEVELOPMENT OF EVIDENCE-BASED OUTCOMES MODELS;
REQUIRING COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA; PROVIDING
FOR DEVELOPMENT OF OPTIONS FOR PERFORMANCE-BASED
REIMBURSEMENT; PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A TERMINATION DATE . .

(House Bill No. 447; Wagoner) ALLOWING A PERSON WHO PREVAILS
IN AN ACTION TO ENFORCE THE CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT TO
PARTICIPATE TO BE AWARDED COSTS AND REASONABLE
ATTORNEY FEES; AMENDING SECTION 2-3-114, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN
APPLICABILITYDATE . . . . . . . . e

(House Bill No. 503; Berry) PROVIDING THAT LOSS INFORMATION
RELATED TO INSURANCE MUST BE PROVIDED TO THE
POLICYHOLDER ON REQUEST; INCLUDING LOSS RESERVES AS
PART OF LOSS INFORMATION FOR WORKERS COMPENSATION
CLAIMS; LIMITING THE USES OF LOSS INFORMATION BY
POLICYHOLDERS AND PROHIBITING FURTHER DISCLOSURE OF
LOSS INFORMATION; AMENDING SECTION 39-71-606, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . ... ... ..

(Senate Bill No. 34; Facey) REVISING LAWS RELATED TO FUNDING
AND ACCESS FOR THE SALE OF STATE CABIN OR HOME SITES;
ALLOWING ADVANCE PAYMENT OF SURVEY COSTS; PROVIDING
FOR ACCESS EASEMENTS TO CABIN OR HOME SITES; AMENDING
SECTIONS 77-2-318, 77-2-325, AND 77-2-363, MCA; AND PROVIDING
AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE . . . ... ... ... .......
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273

274
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(Senate Bill No. 57; Vincent) REVISING WATER RIGHTS
ADJUDICATION LAWS; REVISING PROVISIONS OF THE WATER
ADJUDICATION ACCOUNT; REVISING DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL
RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION PERFORMANCE BENCHMARKS
RELATED TO WATER RIGHTS ADJUDICATION; REVISING
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO WATER RIGHTS
ADJUDICATION; AMENDING SECTIONS 17-7-102, 85-2-231, 85-2-237,
85-2-270, 85-2-271, 85-2-280, 85-2-281, AND 85-2-282, MCA; AMENDING
SECTION 18, CHAPTER 288, LAWS OF 2005, AND SECTION 11,
CHAPTER 319, LAWS OF 2007; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE . . . . .

(Senate Bill No. 168; Buttrey) PROTECTING THE EDUCATIONAL
RIGHTS OF MEMBERS OF THE RESERVE COMPONENTS OF THE
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES AND THE MONTANA NATIONAL
GUARD; CREATING THE MONTANA MILITARY SERVICE HIGHER
EDUCATION ACT; PROVIDING CERTAIN ACADEMIC AND
FINANCIAL PROTECTIONS FOR STUDENTS CALLED TO ACTIVE
DUTY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE . . . ... ... ...

(Senate Bill No. 183; Brown) REVISING MILK LICENSING
ASSESSMENTS; REQUIRING MONTHLY PAYMENTS; ELIMINATING
AUTOMATIC TERMINATION OF A LICENSE FOR NONPAYMENT;
PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTION
81-23-202, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . . ..

(Senate Bill No. 209; Rosendale) REGULATING THE USE OF VEHICLE
EVENT DATA RECORDERS; CLARIFYING OWNERSHIP OF VEHICLE
EVENT DATA AND THE OWNERSHIP OF VEHICLE DATA UPON
TRANSFER OF A VEHICLE; AUTHORIZING A COURT TO ORDER
PRODUCTION OF VEHICLE DATA WITH A SEARCH WARRANT; AND
PROVIDING FOR THE RELEASE OF VEHICLE EVENT DATA IN
CERTAIN CASES . . . . . . . . .

(Senate Bill No. 219; Taylor) REQUIRING AUTOMATIC DISMISSAL OF
CHARGES FOLLOWING COMPLETION OF A DEFERRED
IMPOSITION OF SENTENCE FOR A FELONY CONVICTION;
AMENDING SECTION 46-18-204, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
APPLICABILITYDATE . . . . .. ... ... . . . ... .

(Senate Bill No. 220, Kaufmann) ABOLISHING THE ELECTRONIC
GOVERNMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL; TRANSFERRING THE
COUNCIL’S DUTIES TO THE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY BOARD;
REQUIRING A REPORT TO THE STATE ADMINISTRATION AND
VETERANS’ AFFAIRS INTERIM COMMITTEE; AMENDING SECTIONS
2-17-513, 2-17-1102, AND 2-17-1103, MCA; REPEALING SECTION
2-17-1105, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . . ..

(Senate Bill No. 221; Barrett) DIRECTING THE DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION TO ATTEMPT TO
DISPOSE OF THE WILLOW CREEK DAM PROJECT; AMENDING
SECTION 85-1-211, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . . . ... . .

(Senate Bill No. 237; Blasdel) REVISING REQUIREMENTS GOVERNING
ALOCAL GOVERNMENT IMPACT FEE SERVICE AREA REPORT AND
IMPACT FEE ADVISORY COMMITTEE; INCREASING THE TIME
PERIOD FOR WHEN THE BUDGET COMPONENT OF AN IMPACT FEE
SERVICE AREA REPORT MUST BE REVIEWED; ELIMINATING THE
REQUIREMENT THAT AN ACCOUNTANT SERVE ON AN IMPACT FEE
ADVISORY COMMITTEE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-6-1602 AND
7-6-1604, MCA . . . . . ..
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(Senate Bill No. 240; Buttrey) CONTINUING MONTANA’S
PARTICIPATION IN THE INTERSTATE COMPACT ON EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITY FOR MILITARY CHILDREN; REQUIRING A BIENNIAL
REPORT ON THE STATE’S PARTICIPATION AND EFFORTS;
AMENDING SECTION 20-1-231, MCA; REPEALING SECTION 4,
CHAPTER 321, LAWS OF 2013; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . . ... ... .

(Senate Bill No. 256; Hamlett) CLARIFYING THE ATTORNEY
GENERAL’S AUTHORITY TO INTERVENE IN LITIGATION
INVOLVING PROJECTS THAT LIE WITHIN A LANDSCAPE-SCALE
INSECT AND DISEASE AREA DESIGNATED BY THE U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE; AMENDING SECTION 76-13-154,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . .

(Senate Bill No. 270; Taylor) EXEMPTING CERTAIN SEASONAL
ESTABLISHMENTS FROM MINIMUM WAGE REQUIREMENTS;
AMENDING SECTION 39-3-406, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . ... ... ... ... .....

(Senate Bill No. 307; Stewart-Peregoy) REVISING RECOGNITION OF
FOREIGN BUSINESS ENTITIES TO INCLUDE ENTITIES FORMED
UNDER LAWS OF A FEDERALLY RECOGNIZED INDIAN TRIBE;
REVISING DEFINITIONS FOR CONSISTENCY; AMENDING
SECTIONS 35-1-113, 35-1-311, 35-1-819, 35-1-1028, 35-1-1029, 35-1-1037,
35-1-1038, 35-2-114, 35-2-307, 35-2-613, 35-2-822, 35-2-823, 35-2-831,
35-2-832, 35-3-205, 35-4-109, 35-5-201, 35-8-102, 35-8-108, 35-8-1007,
35-8-1010, 35-8-1011, 35-10-641, 35-12-504, AND 35-12-1301, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . .. ... ...

(Senate Bill No. 330; Hamlett) REQUIRING A REVIEW OF STATE
WATER RESERVATIONS BY JULY 1, 2016; REQUIRING A REPORT TO
THE WATER POLICY INTERIM COMMITTEE; CLARIFYING ACTIONS
RELATED TO STATE WATER RESERVATIONS; AMENDING SECTION
85-2-316, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(Senate Bill No. 333; Hinkle) CLARIFYING POLICY TOWARD
NONRESIDENT HUNTERS; AND AMENDING SECTION 87-3-303, MCA

(Senate Bill No. 361; Hamlett) CLARIFYING WHO MAY OBJECT TO
PROCEEDINGS IN THE WATER COURT BY REVISING THE
DEFINITION OF “GOOD CAUSE SHOWN”; AND AMENDING SECTION
85-2-233, MCA . . . . . . . e

(House Bill No. 60; Curdy) REVISING PENALTY AND INTEREST
PROVISIONS FOR GASOLINE AND SPECIAL FUEL TAXES;
AMENDING PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE WAIVER OF
PENALTIES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 15-70-210 AND 15-70-352,

(House Bill No. 89; Dudik) GENERALLY REVISING HUMAN
TRAFFICKING LAWS; PROVIDING FOR TRAFFICKING-RELATED
OFFENSES; PROVIDING PENALTIES; PROVIDING EVIDENTIARY
STANDARDS FOR TRAFFICKING PROSECUTIONS; PROVIDING
IMMUNITY FOR CHILD TRAFFICKING VICTIMS; PROVIDING AN
AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE; PROVIDING FOR TRAFFICKING VICTIM
CONFIDENTIALITY; ESTABLISHING A CIVIL CAUSE OF ACTION
FOR TRAFFICKING VICTIMS; ESTABLISHING PROTOCOL FOR
ASSISTING TRAFFICKING VICTIMS IN ACCESSING CERTAIN
SERVICES OR BENEFITS; CREATING A HUMAN TRAFFICKING
EDUCATION SPECIAL REVENUE ACCOUNT; EXTENDING THE
TERMINATION DATE OF THE CRIME VICTIMS COMPENSATION
ACCOUNT; AMENDING SECTIONS 1-1-411, 44-5-311, 46-18-111,
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286

287

288

289

290

291

292
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46-18-201, 46-18-203, 46-18-205, 46-18-207, 46-18-222, 46-18-231,
46-18-608, 46-23-502, AND 46-23-1011, MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS
45-5-305, 45-5-306, 45-5-310, AND 45-5-311, MCA; AMENDING SECTION
14, CHAPTER 374, LAWS OF 2009; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE . . . e

(House Bill No. 196; Webber) CLARIFYING THAT REIMBURSEMENTS
TO TRIBALLY CONTROLLED COMMUNITY COLLEGES ARE FOR
SERVICES RENDERED; REVISING THE MAXIMUM
REIMBURSEMENT; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-1-225 AND 20-25-428,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . ... ... ...

(House Bill No. 337; Karjala) INCREASING THE RESOURCE LIMITS
FOR WORKERS WITH DISABILITIES WHO ARE RECEIVING
MEDICAID; AMENDING SECTIONS 53-6-113 AND 53-6-131, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . ... ... .. ... ....

(House Bill No. 358; Lynch) GENERALLY REVISING LAWS RELATING
TO LICENSED ADDICTION COUNSELORS; TRANSFERRING THE
DUTIES RELATED TO REGULATING LICENSED ADDICTION
COUNSELORS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY
TO THE BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS AND
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS; RENAMING AND REVISING THE
MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS AND
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS; REQUIRING APPLICANTS FOR
LICENSURE AS ADDICTION COUNSELORS TO SUBMIT TO
BACKGROUND CHECKS; REVISING REGISTRATION AND
REGULATION OF PERSONS SEEKING LICENSURE AS ADDICTION
COUNSELORS; PROVIDING A DEFINITION OF “ADDICTION
COUNSELOR LICENSURE CANDIDATE”; EXTENDING
RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS 2-15-1744,
37-17-104, 37-22-102, 37-22-201, 37-23-102, 37-35-102, 37-35-103,
37-35-201, 37-35-202, AND 37-37-102, MCA; AND REPEALING
SECTIONS 37-35-301, 37-35-303, AND 37-35-304, MCA . . . ... ...

(House Bill No. 525; Noland) REVISING AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES
FUNDING LAWS; CREATING A TRUST FUND AND A GRANT
ACCOUNT; RESTRICTING TRUST FUND EXPENDITURES;
PROVIDING GRANT CRITERIA; PROVIDING RULEMAKING
AUTHORITY; ALLOWING TRUST FUNDS TO BE USED IN AN
EMERGENCY; AMENDING SECTION 80-7-1013, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . .. ... ... ... .....

(House Bill No. 553; Noland) REVISING LAWS RELATED TO AQUATIC
INVASIVE SPECIES; REVISING DEPARTMENTAL DUTIES;
ALLOWING OTHER ENTITIES TO OPERATE CHECK STATIONS;
PROVIDING ENFORCEMENT; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 80-7-1006
AND 80-7-1015, MCA . . . . . . . ..

(House Bill No. 606; Clark) PROVIDING FOR A STATUTORY
APPROPRIATION OF TITLE X FAMILY PLANNING FUNDS;
CREATING A SPECIAL REVENUE ACCOUNT; AMENDING SECTION
17-7-502, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A
TERMINATIONDATE. . . . . ... ... . oo ..

(Senate Bill No. 68; Caferro) EXTENDING THE TERMINATION DATE
FOR THE CRIME VICTIMS COMPENSATION ACCOUNT; AMENDING
SECTION 14, CHAPTER 374, LAWS OF 2009; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . ... ... ... ... ......

(Senate Bill No. 253; McNally) GENERALLY REVISING LAWS RELATED
TO POWERS OF APPOINTMENT; ADOPTING THE UNIFORM POWERS
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OF APPOINTMENT ACT; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 70-1-704,
72-2-618, AND 72-2-714, MCA. . . . . . ... ... .. ... . ... ...

(Senate Bill No. 262; Vincent) RATIFYING A WATER RIGHTS COMPACT
ENTERED INTO BY THE CONFEDERATED SALISH AND KOOTENAI
TRIBES OF THE FLATHEAD RESERVATION, THE STATE OF
MONTANA, AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; CREATING A
UNITARY ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE TO
GOVERN WATER RIGHTS ON THE FLATHEAD RESERVATION;
PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS FROM CERTAIN STATE WATER LAWS
RELATED TO DEPARTMENT POWERS, JUDICIAL ENFORCEMENT,
AND WATER RIGHTS PERMITTING; AMENDING SECTIONS 3-7-211,
85-2-111, 85-2-114, 85-2-301, 85-2-302, 85-2-306, 85-2-427, 85-2-506, AND
85-5-110, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(Senate Bill No. 294; Moore) REVISING THE AUTHORITY OF A
HOSPITAL DISTRICT TO BORROW MONEY; ALLOWING NOTES
ISSUED TO PROVIDE FUNDS FOR A HOSPITAL DISTRICT TO
MATURE OVER ATERM NOT TO EXCEED 30 YEARSIF APPROVED BY
THE DISTRICT ELECTORS; AMENDING SECTION 7-34-2131, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A
RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE. . . . ... ... ... .....

(Senate Bill No. 355; Ankney) ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENTS FOR
THE USE AND REIMBURSEMENT OF FEDERAL PETROLEUM
BROWNFIELDS MONEY AT PETROLEUM TANK RELEASE SITES;
ESTABLISHING THE MONTANA PETROLEUM BROWNFIELDS
REVITALIZATION ACT; ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENTS TO BE
USED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY IN
DETERMINING ELIGIBILITY FOR THE USE OF FEDERAL
BROWNFIELDS GRANTS AT PETROLEUM TANK RELEASE SITES;
PROHIBITING THE DEPARTMENT FROM LIMITING THE USE OF
FEDERAL BROWNFIELDS MONEY AT PETROLEUM TANK RELEASE
SITES UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS; REQUIRING THE
DEPARTMENT TO COORDINATE WITH CERTAIN ENTITIES WHEN
USING FEDERAL BROWNFIELDS GRANTS OBTAINED BY THE
DEPARTMENT AT CERTAIN PETROLEUM TANK RELEASE SITES;
DEFINING TERMS; AMENDING SECTIONS 75-11-307 AND 75-11-309,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . .

(Senate Bill No. 384; Webb) REQUIRING THAT CERTAIN NOTICES OF
NO CONTACT BE ISSUED ONLY AFTER AUTHORIZATION BY A
COURT OF COMPETENT JURISDICTION . . . . .. ... ... ....

(House Bill No. 4; Ballance) APPROPRIATING MONEY THAT WOULD
USUALLY BE APPROPRIATED BY BUDGET AMENDMENT TO
VARIOUS STATE AGENCIES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE
30, 2015; PROVIDING THAT CERTAIN APPROPRIATIONS CONTINUE
INTO STATE AND FEDERAL FISCAL YEARS 2016 AND 2017; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . ... ... ..

(House Bill No. 7; Cuffe) IMPLEMENTING THE RECLAMATION AND
DEVELOPMENT GRANTS PROGRAM; APPROPRIATING MONEY TO
THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND
CONSERVATION FOR GRANTS UNDER THE RECLAMATION AND
DEVELOPMENT GRANTS PROGRAM; PRIORITIZING PROJECT
GRANTS AND AMOUNTS; ESTABLISHING CONDITIONS FOR
GRANTS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . ... ...

(House Bill No. 11; Cuffe) APPROPRIATING MONEY TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO
LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS THROUGH
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301

302

303

304

305

THE TREASURE STATE ENDOWMENT PROGRAM; AUTHORIZING
GRANTS FROM THE TREASURE STATE ENDOWMENT STATE
SPECIAL REVENUE ACCOUNT; PLACING CONDITIONS UPON
GRANTS AND FUNDS; APPROPRIATING MONEY TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE FOR EMERGENCY GRANTS;
APPROPRIATING MONEY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
FOR INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING GRANTS; APPROPRIATING
MONEY FROM THE TREASURE STATE ENDOWMENT REGIONAL
WATER SYSTEM STATE SPECIAL REVENUE ACCOUNT TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION
FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO REGIONAL WATER AUTHORITIES
FOR REGIONAL WATER PROJECTS; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVEDATE . ... ... ... ... ... ... . . . . . .....

(House Bill No. 411; Richmond) REVISING THE PRICE OF A BARREL OF
CRUDE OIL IN RELATION TO THE IMPOSITION OF PRODUCTION
TAX RATES; AMENDING SECTION 15-36-304, MCA; AND PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . ... .. .. . . ...

(Senate Bill No. 279; Hamlett) REQUIRING AN ELECTION UNDER
CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE EVENT OF A VACANCY IN THE
UNITED STATES SENATE; MODIFYING CERTAIN TIMELINES AND
DEADLINES CONCERNING THE ELECTION; ALLOWING THE
GOVERNOR TO MAKE CERTAIN TEMPORARY APPOINTMENTS TO
FILL VACANCIES AND PROVIDING REQUIREMENTS FOR THE
APPOINTMENTS; REQUIRING THE GOVERNOR TO MAKE AN
APPOINTMENT TO FILL CERTAIN VACANCIES IN THE LAST YEAR
OF AN OFFICE’S TERM; PROVIDING THAT THE PROPOSED ACT BE
SUBMITTED TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA;
AMENDING SECTIONS 13-25-203 AND 13-25-205, MCA; REPEALING
SECTION 13-25-202, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . . .. ... . ... ..

(House Bill No. 29; Jacobson) REVISING THE LICENSING AND
REGULATION OF REAL ESTATE APPRAISERS; PROVIDING FOR THE
REGULATION OF REAL ESTATE APPRAISER MENTORS; PROVIDING
FINGERPRINT AND BACKGROUND CHECKS FOR ALL NEW
APPLICANTS; REQUIRING CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE APPRAISERS
TO MEET EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS SET BY THE BOARD;
REQUIRING APPRAISAL MANAGEMENT COMPANIES TO ALLOW
TRAINEES TO PROVIDE APPRAISAL ASSISTANCE TO APPRAISERS
ON THE COMPANY’S APPRAISAL PANEL; REQUIRING APPRAISAL
MANAGEMENT COMPANIES TO ALLOW AN APPRAISER ON THE
COMPANY’S APPRAISAL PANEL TO TRANSFER AN APPRAISAL
ASSIGNMENT TO A LICENSED EMPLOYEE OF THE APPRAISER;
AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-54-102, 37-54-105, 37-54-202, 37-54-302,
37-54-508, AND 37-54-518 MCA . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . ... ...

(House Bill No. 78; Lynch) PROVIDING PRIVACY, DISCLOSURE, AND
OTHER CONSUMER PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS FOR MOTOR
VEHICLE INSURANCE TELEMATICS AGREEMENTS; PROVIDING
RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTION 33-18-210, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY DATE . . . . . .. ... ....

(House Bill No. 180; Smith) EXTENDING THE TERMINATION DATE OF
THE TREASURE STATE ENDOWMENT REGIONAL WATER SYSTEM
FUND; AND AMENDING SECTION 6, CHAPTER 495, LAWS OF 1999,
SECTION 1, CHAPTER 70, LAWS OF 2001, SECTIONS 15 AND 16,
CHAPTER 389, LAWS OF 2011, AND SECTIONS 8, 9, AND 10, CHAPTER
390, LAWSOF 2013 . . . . . . .. ...
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(House Bill No. 258; Williams) CREATING THE MONTANA BENEFIT
CORPORATION ACT; AUTHORIZING AND REGULATING THE
FORMATION AND GOVERNANCE OF BENEFIT CORPORATIONS;
ALLOWING AN EXISTING CORPORATION TO BECOME A BENEFIT
CORPORATION; PROVIDING THAT A BENEFIT CORPORATION MAY
BE FORMED FOR THE PURPOSE OF CREATING GENERAL PUBLIC
BENEFIT OR SPECIFIC PUBLIC BENEFITS; REQUIRING DIRECTORS
TO CONSIDER THE IMPACTS OF ANY ACTION OR PROPOSED
ACTION ON SPECIFIED CONSTITUENCIES; REQUIRING THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS TO PREPARE A STATEMENT RELATING TO
THE PUBLIC BENEFIT PURPOSES OF THE CORPORATION;
REQUIRING THE BENEFIT CORPORATION TO ANNUALLY PREPARE
AND DISSEMINATE A BENEFIT REPORT; DESCRIBING THE
LIMITED FIDUCIARY DUTY AND LIABILITY OF A DIRECTOR OR
OFFICER OF A BENEFIT CORPORATION; AND PROVIDING THAT
THE DUTIES OF A DIRECTOR OR OFFICER AND THE PUBLIC
BENEFIT PURPOSE OF A BENEFIT CORPORATION MAY BE
ENFORCED ONLY IN A BENEFIT ENFORCEMENT PROCEEDING .

(House Bill No. 373; Staffanson) INCREASING THE DEBT LIMIT FOR AN
ELEMENTARY DISTRICT, A K-12 DISTRICT, OR A HIGH SCHOOL
DISTRICT; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-9-406 AND 20-9-407, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . .. ... ...

(House Bill No. 379; Hertz) REVISING CERTAIN PROVISIONS RELATED
TO THE ADMINISTRATION OF TAXES; AMENDING PROVISIONS FOR
THE WAIVER OF INTEREST; REVISING THE LATE FILING PENALTY;
PROVIDING AN AUTOMATIC EXTENSION FOR THE FILING OF
INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAXES; REVISING THE UNIFORM PENALTY
ASSESSMENTS ON DELINQUENT TAXES; PROVIDING THAT
INTEREST ASSESSMENTS ON DELINQUENT INCOME TAXES ARE
BASED ONLY ON THE FEDERAL UNDERPAYMENT RATE ASSESSED
AGAINST INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAXPAYERS; PROVIDING THAT
THE PENALTIES FOR SUBSTANTIAL UNDERSTATEMENT OF A TAX
OR FOR FILING A FRAUDULENT OR FRIVOLOUS RETURN OR
REPORT ARE SIMILAR TO FEDERAL PENALTIES; CLARIFYING THE
ALLOCATION OF A FEDERAL INCOME TAX REFUND; DECREASING
THE STATUTES OF LIMITATION FOR INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX
FROM 5 YEARS TO 3 YEARS TO BE UNIFORM WITH OTHER TAX
TYPES; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-1-206, 15-1-216, 15-30-2110,
15-30-2339, 15-30-2341, 15-30-2512, 15-30-2531, 15-30-2604, 15-30-2605,
15-30-2606, 15-30-2607, 15-30-2609, 15-30-2643, AND 15-30-3003, MCA;
AND PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATES, APPLICABILITY DATES, AND
ATERMINATION DATE . . . . ... .. .. ... . . ... ....

(House Bill No. 434; Lieser) REVISING THE ASBESTOS CONTROL ACT;
REQUIRING A 5-DAY REVIEW PERIOD FOR SMALL ASBESTOS
PROJECTS; ESTABLISHING AN ASBESTOS ADVISORY GROUP TO
ADVISE THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY;
AMENDING SECTION 75-2-502, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . .. ... ... ... ......

(House Bill No. 448; Wagoner) ALLOWING A PERSON ALLEGING A
DEPRIVATION OF RIGHTS WHO PREVAILS IN AN ACTION AGAINST
THE STATE ENFORCING THE CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT TO KNOW
TO BE AWARDED COSTS AND REASONABLE ATTORNEY FEES;
AMENDING SECTION 2-3-221, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE . .

(House Bill No. 470; Clark) ALLOWING FEES PAID UNDER A
GUARANTEED ASSET PROTECTION WAIVER TO BE INCLUDED IN
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THE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF A CONSUMER LOAN; AMENDING
SECTION 32-5-301, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . ... ... ... ... . . . . . ...,

(House Bill No. 491; Lavin) GENERALLY REVISING THE 24/7 SOBRIETY
AND DRUG MONITORING PROGRAM; CLARIFYING THE PURPOSE
AND CORE COMPONENTS OF THE SOBRIETY PROGRAM;
CLARIFYING ELIGIBILITY FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE SOBRIETY
PROGRAM; AMENDING SECTIONS 44-4-1202, 44-4-1203, AND
44-4-1205, MCA; AND PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATES . . . ... ..

(House Bill No. 516; MacDonald) REVISING LAWS RELATING TO
POSTCONVICTION DNA TESTING; AUTHORIZING A COURT TO
ORDER THE STATE TO PRODUCE OR ASSIST IN THE LOCATION OF
CERTAIN EVIDENCE; AUTHORIZING A COURT TO ORDER THE
PRODUCTION OF CERTAIN LABORATORY DOCUMENTS RELATING
TO THE ANALYSIS OF EVIDENCE; REVISING POSTCONVICTION
DNA PROCEEDINGS WHEN THE TESTS RESULTS ARE FAVORABLE
TO THE PETITIONER AND OTHER CONDITIONS ARE SATISFIED;
AUTHORIZING A COURT TO ORDER A DNA PROFILE TO BE
SUBMITTED TO CERTAIN DNA DATABASES; AUTHORIZING VICTIM
SERVICES IN CERTAIN CASES; AMENDING SECTION 46-21-110,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . .

(House Bill No. 523, Berglee) ALLOWING A BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS TO AUTHORIZE TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP OF
IMPROVEMENTS IN A RURAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT UPON
RECEIPT OF A PETITION; REQUIRING THE PETITION TO INCLUDE
CERTAIN INFORMATION; REQUIRING NOTICE OF A PUBLIC
HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TRANSFER; REQUIRING THAT ALL
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF
THE IMPROVEMENTS AND ALL DEBT AND ASSETS OF THE
DISTRICT BE TRANSFERRED IF THE TRANSFER IS APPROVED; AND
AMENDING SECTION 7-8-2211, MCA. . . . . . ... ... ... ....

(House Bill No. 538; Miller) ALLOWING A MONTANA EMPLOYER TO
OBTAIN WORKERS' COMPENSATION COVERAGE FROM NORTH
DAKOTA UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS FOR ITS MONTANA
WORKERS SOLELY WORKING IN NORTH DAKOTA; AMENDING
SECTION 39-71-401, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE
AND ATERMINATIONDATE . . . . . ... ... ... ... ......

(House Bill No. 542; Hertz) EXPANDING THE DUTIES OF THE
TOURISM ADVISORY COUNCIL TO INCLUDE PROMOTION OF
REGIONAL HISTORY MUSEUMS; AMENDING SECTION 2-15-1816,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . .

(House Bill No. 550; Swanson) REVISING AND UPDATING LAWS
RELATED TO CREDIT UNIONS; REQUIRING A SUPERVISORY
COMMITTEE; DEFINING TYPES OF “SHARES”; CLARIFYING
MERGER REQUIREMENTS; ALLOWING CREDIT UNIONS TO HOLD
FUNDS FOR HEALTH SAVINGS ACCOUNTS OR MEDICAL CARE
SAVINGS ACCOUNTS; ALLOWING INVESTMENTS IN CERTAIN
INSTRUMENTS AND DEPOSITS; PROVIDING A TIMEFRAME FOR
FILLING VACANCIES ON BOARDS OF DIRECTORS AND REVISING
OTHER TIMEFRAMES FOR CONSISTENCY; ALLOWING EMPLOYEES
FAVORABLE LOAN RATES; REVISING ACCOUNT VERIFICATION
REQUIREMENTS; EXPANDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY;
AMENDING SECTIONS 32-3-102, 32-3-301, 32-3-321, 32-3-322, 32-3-401,
32-3-403, 32-3-405, 32-3-406, 32-3-416, 32-3-417, 32-3-418, 32-3-608, AND
32-3-701, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTIONS 32-3-413, 32-3-414,
32-3-415, AND 32-3-601, MCA. . . . . .. ... ... .. ... ...,
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(House Bill No. 554; Pierson) REVISING LAWS APPLYING TO
SECURITIES MULTILEVEL MARKETING COMPANIES; CREATING
REQUIREMENTS FOR NOTICE OF ACTIVITY AND CONSENT TO
SERVICE TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE SECURITIES COMMISSIONER,;
REVISING DEFINITIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 30-10-301,
30-10-303, AND 30-10-324, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTION 30-10-216,

(Senate Bill No. 112; Ankney) REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY TO PRIORITIZE DEVELOPMENT OF A
TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD (TMDL) WHEN A COMPLETE TMDL
IS REQUIRED FOR ISSUANCE OF A PERMIT TO DISCHARGE INTO
STATE WATERS; SETTING DEADLINES FOR TMDL COMPLETION;
ALLOWING AN APPLICANT TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR TMDL
DEVELOPMENT UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; ALLOWING
FOR A HEARING BEFORE THE BOARD OF ENVIRONMENTAL
REVIEW; REQUIRING TMDL DEVELOPMENT FOR EXISTING
APPLICATIONS TO DISCHARGE INTO STATE WATERS THAT
REQUIRE A COMPLETE TMDL; AMENDING SECTION 75-5-702, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . .. ..

(Senate Bill No. 123; Tutvedt) REVISING THE REGULATORY
AUTHORITY OVER MONTANA STATE FUND TO PROVIDE
REGULATORY AND COMPLAINT PROCESSES UNDER THE
INSURANCE COMMISSIONER THAT GENERALLY ARE APPLICABLE
TO PRIVATE WORKERS' COMPENSATION INSURERS; PREVENTING
THE INSURANCE COMMISSIONER FROM DISSOLVING OR
SUSPENDING THE LICENSE OF STATE FUND; SUBJECTING THE
RATEMAKING AUTHORITY OF THE STATE FUND’S BOARD OF
DIRECTORS TO THE SAME REVIEW BY THE INSURANCE
COMMISSIONER AS EXPERIENCED BY PRIVATE-SECTOR
INSURERS; REVISING THE BUDGETING AND FINANCIAL
REPORTING FUNCTIONS OF THE STATE FUND TO A CALENDAR
YEAR BASIS; PROVIDING AN ENHANCED RISK-BASED CAPITAL
MECHANISM TO ALERT THE INSURANCE COMMISSIONER TO
POTENTIAL STATE FUND FINANCIAL INSTABILITY; PROVIDING
REHABILITATION AUTHORITY TO THE INSURANCE
COMMISSIONER FOR STATE FUND; REVISING REFERENCE TO
EXCESSIVE RATES AS RELATED TO MARKET COMPETITION;
REMOVING RATE REVIEW FROM THE LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR’S
DUTIES; REMOVING BUDGETARY REVIEW FROM THE
LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ANALYST'S DUTIES; PROVIDING FOR A
TRANSITION; AMENDING SECTIONS 2-4-101, 17-1-102, 17-2-110,
33-1-102, 33-2-1902, 33-16-303, 33-16-1002, 33-16-1008, 33-16-1021,
33-16-1033, 33-16-1035, 39-71-2312, 39-71-2315, 39-71-2316, 39-71-2323,
39-71-2330, 39-71-2332, 39-71-2351, 39-71-2361, AND 39-71-2363, MCA;
REPEALING SECTIONS 33-16-1024, 39-71-2314, AND 39-71-2362, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY
DATE . . . e

(Senate Bill No. 176, Pomnichowski) DESIGNATING THE SCOBEY SOIL
SERIES AS MONTANA’S OFFICIAL STATESOIL . . . . ... ... ..

(Senate Bill No. 191; Driscoll) PROVIDING AN EXCEPTION FROM THE
MONTANA PROCUREMENT ACT FOR CONTRACTS CONCERNING
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AT STATE PARKS, STATE
RECREATIONAL AREAS, STATE MONUMENTS, AND STATE
HISTORIC SITES; AMENDING SECTIONS 18-4-313 AND 23-1-102,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . .
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(Senate Bill No. 213; Thomas) RELATING TO MONTANA SCHOOL
SAFETY; ALLOWING SCHOOL DISTRICTS TEMPORARY AUTHORITY
TO TRANSFER FUNDS INTO THE BUILDING RESERVE FUND FOR
SCHOOL SAFETY AND SECURITY IMPROVEMENTS; AMENDING
SECTION 20-1-401, MCA; AMENDING SECTIONS 9 AND 12, CHAPTER
364, LAWS OF 2013; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE
DATE . . . . . .

(Senate Bill No. 216; Webb) ESTABLISHING FRAUD PREVENTION
TRAINING AND FISCAL ACCOUNTABILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR
CERTAIN MEDICAID IN-HOME CARE SERVICES; REQUIRING
TRAINING AND EDUCATION IN FRAUD PREVENTION; REQUIRING
REPORTING OF COST INFORMATION; PROVIDING RULEMAKING
AUTHORITY; AND AMENDING SECTION 53-6-402, MCA . . . . . ..

(Senate Bill No. 229; Tutvedt) EXTENDING THE DATE BY WHICH A
PERSON OR COUNTY MAY APPLY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION FOR A HISTORIC
RIGHT-OF-WAY DEED AND EXTENDING THE TERMINATION DATE;
AMENDING SECTION 77-1-130, MCA; AMENDING SECTIONS 2, 3, 4, 5,
6, AND 7, CHAPTER 325, LAWS OF 2011; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . . .. ... ... .. ......

(Senate Bill No. 230; Vincent) PROVIDING A PUBLIC SCOPING
PROCESS FOR CERTAIN LAND ACQUISITIONS BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS; AND AMENDING
SECTION 87-1-218, MCA . . . . . . . .. ... .

(Senate Bill No. 232; Moore) REVISING STREAM ACCESS LAWS ONLY
TO REFLECT THE MAJORITY OPINION OF THE SUPREME COURT IN
THE 1987 GALT DECISION; AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2-302 AND
23-2-311, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(Senate Bill No. 318; Swandal) REVISING LAWS RELATED TO NO
CONTACT ORDERS; PROVIDING THAT A NO CONTACT ORDER MAY
BE ISSUED FOR AGGRAVATED ASSAULT OR ASSAULT WITH A
WEAPON COMMITTED AGAINST A PARTNER OR FAMILY MEMBER;
PROVIDING THAT A PERSON MAY NOT BE RELEASED ON BAIL
WITHOUT APPEARING BEFORE A JUDGE WHEN THE PERSON IS
CHARGED WITH VIOLATING A NO CONTACT ORDER; AND
AMENDING SECTIONS 45-5-209, 46-6-311, AND 46-9-302, MCA . . . .

(Senate Bill No. 335; Tutvedt) REVISING THE COMPENSATION FOR
COUNTY TAX APPEAL BOARD MEMBERS; AND AMENDING
SECTIONS 15-2-201 AND 15-15-101, MCA . . . . . .. ... ... ...

(Senate Bill No. 347; Facey) REVISING WORKERS COMPENSATION
COVERAGE OPTIONS FOR VOLUNTEER EMERGENCY MEDICAL
TECHNICIANS, NONTRANSPORTING MEDICAL UNITS, AND
CERTAIN AMBULANCE SERVICES; AMENDING SECTION 39-71-118,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . ... ... ...

(Senate Bill No. 356; Fielder) REVISING LAWS RELATED TO LAW
ENFORCEMENT; AND PROVIDING THAT THE CURRICULUM FOR
THE MONTANA LAW ENFORCEMENT ACADEMY MUST INCLUDE
INSTRUCTION ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS OF CITIZENS .

(Senate Bill No. 368; Rosendale) REQUIRING THAT CERTAIN PIPELINE
INFORMATION BE COLLECTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND MADE AVAILABLE ON A
WEBSITE; REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL
RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION TO PROVIDE A LINK TO THE
INFORMATION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . ..
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(Senate Bill No. 379; Vance) REVISING LAWS TO REQUIRE THE STATE
FUND TO SUBMIT A REPORT ON ITS BUDGET TO THE ECONOMIC
AFFAIRS INTERIM COMMITTEE; AMENDING SECTION 5-5-223, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . .. ..

(Senate Bill No. 47; Pomnichowski) INCREASING ASSESSMENTS FOR
FIRE PROTECTION ON OWNERS OF CLASSIFIED FOREST LAND;
AMENDING SECTION 76-13-201, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . . . . ... ... ... .....

(Senate Bill No. 52; Cohenour) GENERALLY REVISING CAPTIVE
INSURANCE LAWS; PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO FILE
ANNUAL STATEMENTS; CLARIFYING LANGUAGE REGARDING
CERTIFICATES OF AUTHORITY FOR CAPTIVE INSURERS;
ALLOWING FOR A PRO RATA DISTRIBUTION OF TAXES IN THE
YEAR OF CLOSURE; CLARIFYING TAXATION OF SERIES MEMBERS
OF SPECIAL PURPOSE CAPTIVES; AMENDING SECTIONS 33-28-101,
33-28-102, 33-28-104, 33-28-105, 33-28-108, 33-28-109, 33-28-201,
33-28-206, 33-28-207, 33-28-301, AND 33-28-302, MCA; AND PROVIDING
AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE . . . .. .. ... ... ......

(Senate Bill No. 54; Barrett) REVISING THE REALTY TRANSFER ACT;
PROVIDING TAXPAYERS WITH ADDITIONAL ACCESS TO
CONFIDENTIAL SALES PRICE INFORMATION; AMENDING
SECTIONS 15-7-102 AND 15-7-308, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . . ... ... ... .. .....

(Senate Bill No. 66; Sands) REVISING THE YOUTH ACCESS TO
TOBACCO PRODUCTS CONTROL ACT; REVISING THE DEFINITION
OF “TOBACCO PRODUCT”; AMENDING SECTIONS 16-11-122,
16-11-302, 16-11-303, 16-11-304, 16-11-305, 16-11-306, 16-11-308,
16-11-309, 16-11-310, AND 45-5-637, MCA; AND PROVIDING A
DELAYED EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . . ... ... ... .. ......

(Senate Bill No. 91; Thomas) REVISING LAWS RELATED TO
RECIPROCAL TAX COLLECTION; CLARIFYING THE PRIORITY OF
RECIPROCAL COLLECTIONS OF STATE AGENCY AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT DEBTS BETWEEN THE INTERNAL REVENUE
SERVICE AND THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE; ALLOWING FOR
RECIPROCAL COLLECTION AND OFFSET OF TAX LIABILITY
BETWEEN THE STATE AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENT; AMENDING
SECTIONS 15-1-201, 15-1-218, AND 17-4-105, MCA; AND PROVIDING
AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE . . .. ... ... ... ......

(Senate Bill No. 102; Ankney) REVISING AIR QUALITY FEES;
ALLOWING THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY TO
COLLECT AND USE REGISTRATION FEES FOR THE
ADMINISTRATION OF AIR QUALITY PERMITTING AND
REGISTRATION; ALLOWING LOCAL AIR QUALITY PROGRAMS TO
COLLECT AND USE REGISTRATION FEES FOR THE
ADMINISTRATION OF LOCAL AIR QUALITY PERMITTING AND
REGISTRATION; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 75-2-220, 75-2-221, AND
75-2-301, MCA . . . . . . e

(Senate Bill No. 169; Hamlett) REQUIRING AN ELECTION UNDER
CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE EVENT OF A VACANCY IN THE
UNITED STATES SENATE; MODIFYING CERTAIN TIMELINES TO
DETERMINE WHEN A SPECIAL ELECTION WILL BE HELD
CONCURRENTLY WITH ANOTHER ELECTION; ALLOWING THE
GOVERNOR TO MAKE CERTAIN TEMPORARY APPOINTMENTS TO
FILL VACANCIES; REQUIRING THE GOVERNOR TO MAKE AN
APPOINTMENT TO FILL A CERTAIN VACANCY IN THE LAST YEAR
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342

343

344

345
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OF AN OFFICE’S TERM; REQUIRING A TEMPORARY APPOINTEE BE
FROM THE SAME POLITICAL PARTY AS THE VACATING
OFFICEHOLDER; MODIFYING THE DEADLINE FOR A PARTY
NOMINATION OR THE SUBMITTAL OF NOMINATING PETITIONS;
AMENDING SECTIONS 13-25-203 AND 13-25-205, MCA; REPEALING
SECTION 13-25-202, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . . . .. .. .

(Senate Bill No. 181; Arntzen) REQUIRING THE CONSENT OF THE
SENATE FOR APPOINTMENTS TO THE BOARD OF OUTFITTERS;
AMENDING SECTION 2-15-1773, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE . .

(Senate Bill No. 192; Driscoll) AMENDING HEALTH INSURANCE LAWS
TO EXPAND FREEDOM OF CHOICE TO ADDITIONAL
PRACTITIONERS; AMENDING SECTION 33-22-111, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . .. ... ...

(Senate Bill No. 224; Wolken) CREATING A COMMISSION ON
SENTENCING TO STUDY SENTENCING PRACTICES AND POLICIES;
PROVIDING FOR THE SUBMISSION OF RECOMMENDATIONS TO
THE LEGISLATURE BY THE COMMISSION; PROVIDING AN
APPROPRIATION; AND PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATES AND A
TERMINATION DATE. . . . . . . . . . e

(Senate Bill No. 249; Cohenour) GENERALLY REVISING ENERGY
PERFORMANCE CONTRACTS; ESTABLISHING CRITERIA FOR THE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY TO USE IN THE
ADMINISTRATION OF AN ENERGY PERFORMANCE CONTRACT
PROGRAM; ESTABLISHING CRITERIA FOR QUALIFIED ENERGY
SERVICE PROVIDERS; PROVIDING FOR INVESTMENT-GRADE
ENERGY AUDITS; ESTABLISHING CRITERIA FOR GOVERNMENTAL
ENTITIES TO USE IN THE ADMINISTRATION AND FUNDING OF
ENERGY PERFORMANCE CONTRACTS; GRANTING RULEMAKING
AUTHORITY; EXEMPTING ENERGY PERFORMANCE CONTRACTS
FROM CERTAIN CONSOLIDATED CITY-COUNTY GOVERNMENT
AND SPECIAL DISTRICT CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS; AMENDING
SECTIONS 20-9-471, 90-4-1101, 90-4-1102, 90-4-1103, AND 90-4-1109,
MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 90-4-1104, 90-4-1105, 90-4-11086,
90-4-1107, AND 90-4-1108, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY
DATE . . o oot ot e

(Senate Bill No. 298; Fielder) REQUIRING THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
TO PURSUE REIMBURSEMENT OF MONEY OWED TO MONTANA
PURSUANT TO THE ENABLING ACT; DEPOSITING RECOVERED
FUNDS IN THE PERMANENT FUND FOR THE SUPPORT OF
COMMON SCHOOLS; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE
DATE . . . . .

(Senate Bill No. 350; Smith) AUTHORIZING OR REQUIRING ACTION BY
THE COMMISSIONER OF INSURANCE WHEN AN INSURANCE
NAVIGATOR OR AN APPLICANT TO BECOME AN INSURANCE
NAVIGATOR COMMITS CERTAIN ACTS; EXPANDING ACTIONS
THAT AN INSURANCE NAVIGATOR MAY NOT ENGAGE IN;
EXTENDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS
33-17-220 AND 33-17-241, MCA. . . . . . . .. ... ... . ... . ...

(Senate Bill No. 367; Taylor) CLARIFYING THE DISTRIBUTIONS AND
AMOUNTS TO BE TRANSFERRED FROM THE STATE GENERAL
FUND TO THE RESEARCH AND COMMERCIALIZATION STATE
SPECIAL REVENUE ACCOUNT; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-14-112,
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10-2-112, 10-2-603, 10-3-801, 15-1-122, AND 15-35-108, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . ... ... ... ......

(House Bill No. 123; Jones) GENERALLY REVISING AND
REORGANIZING MONTANA PUBLIC RECORDS LAWS; UPDATING
DEFINITIONS AND PROVIDING NEW DEFINITIONS; CLARIFYING
ACCESS TO PUBLIC INFORMATION; PROVIDING SAFETY AND
SECURITY EXCEPTIONS; PROVIDING A PROCEDURE FOR PUBLIC
INFORMATION REQUESTS; ALLOWING FEES FOR PUBLIC
INFORMATION REQUESTS; ALLOWING SPECIAL FEES FOR
CERTAIN INFORMATION; EMPHASIZING THE DISPOSITION OF
PUBLIC RECORDS ACCORDING TO RETENTION SCHEDULES;
UPDATING THE REQUIREMENTS FOR ESSENTIAL RECORDS;
CLARIFYING THE PROHIBITION ON DISSEMINATING
DISTRIBUTION LISTS; REVISING THE RECORDS MANAGEMENT
DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE; REQUIRING
COLLABORATION BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT OF
ADMINISTRATION AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE; EXPANDING
THE MEMBERSHIP AND DUTIES OF THE STATE RECORDS
COMMITTEE; PROVIDING POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE MONTANA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY FOR MANAGING HISTORIC RECORDS AND
CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICER RECORDS; CLARIFYING AGENCY
RESPONSIBILITIES FOR RECORDS MANAGEMENT; REVISING
MEMBERSHIP AND DUTIES OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT
RECORDS COMMITTEE; REDUCING THE NOTICE REQUIREMENTS
BEFORE DESTRUCTION OF CERTAIN LOCAL GOVERNMENT
RECORDS; UPDATING PROTECTIONS OF PERSONAL
INFORMATION; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY;
AMENDING SECTIONS 2-3-212, 2-3-221, 2-3-301, 2-15-2017, 5-11-203,
7.4-2614, 7-5-2132, 7-5-4124, 7-11-1007, 13-1-303, 13-21-228, 15-1-103,
15-1-521, 15-62-209, 17-8-403, 18-4-126, 19-2-403, 19-17-111, 22-1-211,
30-9A-522, 30-14-1603, 30-17-101, 32-11-107, 33-1-1403, 33-28-108,
46-23-110, 53-21-1108, 61-6-157, 61-11-510, AND 81-2-115, MCA; AND
REPEALING SECTIONS 2-6-101, 2-6-102, 2-6-103, 2-6-104, 2-6-105,
2-6-106, 2-6-107, 2-6-108, 2-6-109, 2-6-110, 2-6-111, 2-6-112, 2-6-201,
2-6-202, 2-6-203, 2-6-204, 2-6-205, 2-6-206, 2-6-207, 2-6-208, 2-6-211,
2-6-212, 2-6-213, 2-6-214, 2-6-301, 2-6-302, 2-6-303, 2-6-304, 2-6-307,
2-6-401, 2-6-402, 2-6-403, 2-6-404, 2-6-405, 2-6-501, 2-6-502, 2-6-503, AND
26-504, MOA . .« o o vt e e e

(House Bill No. 145; Cuffe) CREATING A LIVESTOCK LOSSREDUCTION
RESTRICTED ACCOUNT; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY;
AMENDING SECTIONS 2-15-3110, 15-1-122, 81-1-110, AND 81-1-112,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A TERMINATION
DATE . . . . .

(House Bill No. 356; Jones) REVISING FUNDING FOR CAREER AND
VOCATIONAL/TECHNICAL EDUCATION; ESTABLISHING
REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO INCREASES IN STATE FUNDING;
INCREASING DISTRIBUTIONS TO DISTRICTS FOR CAREER AND
VOCATIONAL/TECHNICAL EDUCATION FOR THE 2017 BIENNIUM;
PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION; AMENDING SECTION 20-7-306,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . ... ... ..

(House Bill No. 374; McClafferty) REQUIRING THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC
INSTRUCTION TO DEVELOP SUICIDE AWARENESS AND
PREVENTION TRAINING MATERIALS FOR SCHOOL DISTRICT
EMPLOYEES; RECOMMENDING AT LEAST 2 HOURS OF TRAINING
EVERY 5 YEARS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . . .
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(House Bill No. 421; Berry) REVISING THE COAL SEVERANCE TAX
COAL WASHING CREDIT; EXTENDING THE TERMINATION DATE OF
THE COAL WASHING CREDIT BY 8 YEARS; AMENDING SECTION 7,
CHAPTER 433, LAWS OF 2009; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . .. .. ... ... ...

(House Bill No. 430; Fitzpatrick) PROVIDING FOR AN INTERIM
JUDICIAL REDISTRICTING COMMISSION; PROVIDING AN
APPROPRIATION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A
TERMINATION DATE. . . . . . . . . et

(House Bill No. 472; Jacobson) REVISING LAWS RELATING TO THE
OFFICE OF THE CHILD AND FAMILY OMBUDSMAN;
PERMANENTLY ESTABLISHING THE OFFICE OF THE CHILD AND
FAMILY OMBUDSMAN; PROVIDING POWERS, DUTIES, AND
INVESTIGATIVE PROCEDURES OF THE OMBUDSMAN; REQUIRING
THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES TO
PROVIDE THE OMBUDSMAN WITH CERTAIN REPORTS; PROVIDING
PRIVILEGE; TRANSFERRING APPROPRIATION AUTHORITY;
AMENDING SECTIONS 41-3-205 AND 41-3-208, MCA; AND PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . ... ... ... . . . ... .. ......

(House Bill No. 483; Lieser) RAISING THE PENSION BENEFIT
AVAILABLE TO AN ELIGIBLE MEMBER UNDER THE VOLUNTEER
FIREFIGHTERS® COMPENSATION ACT; AMENDING SECTION
19-17-404, MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE .

(House Bill No. 504; Hayman) REVISING LAWS GOVERNING RURAL
FIRE DISTRICTS AND FIRE SERVICE AREAS; ALLOWING FOR
CONSOLIDATION OF RURAL FIRE DISTRICTS AND FIRE SERVICE
AREAS TO CREATE A NEW RURAL FIRE DISTRICT; REQUIRING A
PLAN OF CONSOLIDATION TO STATE IF THERE WILL BE MUTUAL
ASSUMPTION OF INDEBTEDNESS; CLARIFYING MILL LEVY
AUTHORITY; PROHIBITING CONSOLIDATION IF THE GOVERNING
BOARDS DO NOT AGREE ON ASSUMPTION OF INDEBTEDNESS;
AMENDING SECTIONS 7-33-2120 AND 7-33-2401, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . ... .. ... .. ......

(Senate Bill No. 7; Webb) REVISING THE PRESCRIPTION DRUG
REGISTRY FEE; INCREASING THE FEE; EXTENDING THE
TERMINATION DATE; AMENDING SECTION 37-7-1511, MCA;
AMENDING SECTION 20, CHAPTER 241, LAWS OF 2011; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . .. .. ... .. ......

(Senate Bill No. 93; Connell) CREATING A RESTRICTED-USE DRIVING
PERMIT; ALLOWING A PERSON WHO MAY NOT BE ISSUED A
DRIVER'S LICENSE UNDER THE INTERSTATE DRIVER LICENSE
COMPACT TO PETITION A DISTRICT COURT FOR A
RESTRICTED-USE DRIVING PERMIT; PROVIDING ELIGIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY;
AMENDING SECTIONS 61-5-105 AND 61-5-212, MCA; AND PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . .. ... ... . . . ... ... .....

(Senate Bill No. 128, Hansen) ESTABLISHING A SCHOOL FUNDING
INTERIM COMMISSION; PROVIDING THAT THE COMMISSION BE
FORMED AT LEAST ONCE EVERY 10 YEARS; REQUIRING THE
COMMISSION TO CONDUCT A STUDY OF THE EDUCATIONAL
NEEDS AND COSTS RELATED TO THE BASIC SYSTEM OF FREE
QUALITY PUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS;
PROVIDING FOR COMMISSION MEMBERSHIP AND STAFFING;
REQUIRING ISSUANCE OF A REPORT; AMENDING SECTION
20-9-309, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE
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(Senate Bill No. 136; Hamlett) LIMITING THE COLLECTION OF FEES
FOR THE GENERATION OF REMEDIATION WASTE; AMENDING
SECTIONS 75-10-403 AND 75-10-405, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE
APPLICABILITYDATE . . . . . ... ... ..

(Senate Bill No. 157; Tutvedt) GENERALLY REVISING PROPERTY TAX
LAWS; REVISING THE PROPERTY REAPPRAISAL PROCESS AND
THE TAXATION OF PROPERTY; PROVIDING FOR A 2-YEAR
REAPPRAISAL CYCLE FOR CLASS THREE AGRICULTURAL LAND
AND CLASS FOUR RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL PROPERTY;
REVISING PROPERTY TAX ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS, INCLUDING
FOR DISABLED VETERANS; PROVIDING RULEMAKING
AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS 2-15-122, 5-2-301, 15-1-101,
15-2-301,15-6-133, 15-6-134, 15-6-138, 15-6-143, 15-7-102, 15-7-103,
15-7-111, 15-7-112, 15-7-131, 15-7-139, 15-7-201, 15-8-111, 15-10-420,
15-15-102, 15-15-103, 15-16-101, 15-16-102, 15-24-3202, 15-24-3203,
15-44-103, AND 77-1-208, MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 15-6-193,
15-6-211, 15-6-222, 15-24-2101, 15-24-2102, AND 15-24-2103, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A
RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE. . . . . .. ... .. ......

(Senate Bill No. 193; Tutvedt) GENERALLY REVISING LIQUOR LAWS;
AMENDING LAWS RELATED TO AGENCY LIQUOR STORE
COMMISSIONS BY SPECIFYING COMMISSION RATES BASED ON
SALES; DESIGNATING THE STATE MARKUP RELATING TO RETAIL
SELLING PRICE; AMENDING SECTIONS 16-1-404 AND 16-2-101, MCA;
AND PROVIDING EFFECTIVEDATES . . . . ... ... ... .....

(Senate Bill No. 195; Caferro) APPLYING THE EMPLOYMENT
PROTECTIONS FOR MEMBERS OF MONTANA’S NATIONAL GUARD
TO MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL GUARD IN ANOTHER STATE WHO
ARE EMPLOYED IN MONTANA; AMENDING SECTIONS 10-1-1002,
10-1-1003, 10-1-1005, 10-1-1007, AND 10-1-1009, MCA; AND PROVIDING
AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE . . . .. .. ... ... ......

(Senate Bill No. 258; Hoven) REVISING THE DEFINITION OF
“EMPLOYER” WITH REGARD TO CERTAIN RELIGIOUS
ORGANIZATIONS IN WORKERS’ COMPENSATION INSURANCE
LAWS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 39-71-117 AND 39-71-118, MCA .

(Senate Bill No. 259; Tutvedt) REVISING THE FUNDING FOR CERTAIN
ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
AND INDUSTRY RELATED TO WORKERS COMPENSATION AND
OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH LAWS; INCREASING A
PERCENTAGE THAT MAY BE ASSESSED AGAINST WORKERS’
COMPENSATION INSURERS FOR ADMINISTRATION OF THE
WORKERS COMPENSATION ACT; CREATING A NEW ASSESSMENT
FOR ADMINISTERING OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH
LAWS; PROVIDING FOR A PROCEDURAL TRANSITION; AMENDING
SECTIONS 39-71-201, 39-71-435, 39-71-1050, 50-71-113, 50-71-119,
50-72-106, AND 50-73-107, MCA; AND PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATES

(Senate Bill No. 308; Fielder) PROVIDING A PROPERTY TAX
EXEMPTION FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY LEASED TO A COUNTY,
MUNICIPALITY, OR TAXING UNIT FOR PUBLIC PURPOSES;
REQUIRING THAT THE PROPERTY BE USED FOR PUBLIC PARK,
RECREATION, OR BEAUTIFICATION PURPOSES; AMENDING
SECTION 15-6-201, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE . .
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(Senate Bill No. 364; Cohenour) NAMING THE MONTANA HERITAGE
CENTER AFTER BETTY BABCOCK AND REQUIRING A PLAQUE
COMMEMORATING HER TO BE DISPLAYED AT THE CENTER; AND
AMENDING SECTION 2-17-807, MCA. . . . . . .. ... ... .....

(Senate Bill No. 405; Buttrey) CREATING THE MONTANA HEALTH AND
ECONOMIC LIVELIHOOD PARTNERSHIP ACT TO EXPAND HEALTH
CARE COVERAGE TO ADDITIONAL INDIVIDUALS, IMPROVE
ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE SERVICES, AND CONTROL HEALTH
CARE COSTS; ESTABLISHING A HEALTH CARE COVERAGE
PROGRAM TO PROVIDE CERTAIN LOW-INCOME MONTANANS
WITH ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE SERVICES USING MEDICAID
FUNDS AND AN ARRANGEMENT WITH A THIRD-PARTY
ADMINISTRATOR; IMPLEMENTING CERTAIN MEDICAID REFORMS;
PROVIDING STATUTORY APPROPRIATIONS FOR COSTS OF
PROVIDING HEALTH CARE SERVICES; PROVIDING SUPPORT FOR
HEALTH CARE DELIVERY ACROSS MONTANA; PROVIDING
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR PROGRAM
PARTICIPANTS; ESTABLISHING TIME LIMITS FOR SERVICE OF
PROCESS IN MEDICAL MALPRACTICE CLAIMS; ESTABLISHING AN
OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING
RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; PROVIDING APPROPRIATIONS;
AMENDING SECTIONS 17-7-502 AND 27-2-205, MCA; AND PROVIDING
EFFECTIVE DATES AND A TERMINATION DATE . . . . . ... ...

(House Bill No. 118; Bennett) REGULATING DELIVERY BY
ELECTRONIC MEANS OF INSURANCE NOTICES OR DOCUMENTS;
CLARIFYING THE VALIDITY OF AN ELECTRONIC
REPRESENTATION OF AN INSURANCE CARD AS PROOF OF MOTOR
VEHICLE LIABILITY INSURANCE; PROVIDING RULEMAKING
AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTION 61-6-302, MCA; AND PROVIDING
A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE. . .

(House Bill No. 119; Berry) GENERALLY REVISING INSURANCE LAWS;
IMPLEMENTING ACCREDITATION STANDARDS AND MODEL ACTS
DEVELOPED BY THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF INSURANCE
COMMISSIONERS, INCLUDING STANDARDS FOR RISK
MANAGEMENT AND RETENTION, VALUATION, ENTERPRISE RISK
STANDARDS FOR HOLDING COMPANY SYSTEMS, AND CERTAIN
NONFORFEITURE PROVISIONS; CREATING GUIDELINES AND
RELATED REQUIREMENTS FOR AN INSURER’S SELF-ASSESSMENT
OF RISK AND SOLVENCY; ADOPTING PRINCIPLE-BASED
VALUATION; ADOPTING A VALUATION MANUAL FOR RESERVES;
APPLYING ACTUARIAL STANDARDS TO RESERVE REPORTING;
APPLYING THE VALUATION MANUAL TO ACCIDENT AND HEALTH
PLANS; PROVIDING FOR ENTERPRISE RISK REPORTING:;
GRANTING THE COMMISSIONER OF INSURANCE APPROVAL
AUTHORITY OVER DIVESTITURES; ALLOWING FOR DISCLAIMERS
OF AFFILIATION; EXTENDING CONFIDENTIALITY FOR VARIOUS
REPORTS FILED WITH THE COMMISSIONER; EXPANDING
PENALTIES FOR WITHHOLDING OF CERTAIN INFORMATION;
CLARIFYING CREDIT FOR CEDING INSURERS OR REINSURERS;
REVISING TERMS FOR RISK RETENTION GROUPS, INCLUDING
CLARIFICATION OF INDEPENDENT DIRECTORS AND MATERIAL
RELATIONSHIPS; EXPANDING NONFORFEITURE VALUATION
OPTIONS; EXTENDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING
SECTIONS 33-2-521, 33-2-523, 33-2-525, 33-2-526, 33-2-527, 33-2-537,
33-2-1101, 33-2-1104, 33-2-1105, 33-2-1106, 33-2-1111, 33-2-1112,
33-2-1113, 33-2-1115, 33-2-1116, 33-2-1120, 33-2-1216, 33-2-1217,
33-2-1501, 33-11-103, 33-20-203, 33-20-208, AND 33-31-204, MCA; AND
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PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A
RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE. . . . .. ... ... ......

(House Bill No. 244; Essmann) PROVIDING FOR AN APPROPRIATION
FOR POTENTIAL LITIGATION TO IMPROVE AND PROTECT THE
STATE’'S ACCESS TO AND GROWTH IN DOMESTIC AND
INTERNATIONAL MARKETS AND OTHER LITIGATION; PLACING
CONDITIONS ON THE APPROPRIATION; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . . . ... ... .

(House Bill No. 389, Essmann) REQUIRING PERIODIC
REAPPLICATION BY AN OWNER OF CERTAIN TAX-EXEMPT REAL
PROPERTY FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAINTAINING AN EXEMPTION
FROM PROPERTY TAXES; REQUIRING A PUBLIC LISTING OF
CERTAIN PROPERTY THAT IS EXEMPT FROM TAXATION;
ESTABLISHING A DUTY FOR AN OWNER OF TAX-EXEMPT
PROPERTY TO REPORT A CHANGE IN USE; ESTABLISHING A STATE
SPECIAL REVENUE ACCOUNT; REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT OF
REVENUE TO ESTABLISH A FEE TO OFFSET REVIEW COSTS;
WAIVING THE FEE FOR CERTAIN NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS,;
PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTION
15-16-203, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE
AND A TERMINATION DATE . . . . . . . . ... ... ...

(House Bill No. 468; Pierson) REVISING LAWS RELATING TO THE
MAXIMUM PERIOD OF COMMITMENT OR IMPOSITION OF A
COMMUNITY TREATMENT PLAN FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES; AND AMENDING SECTION
53-20-126, MCA . . . . . . . e

(House Bill No. 486; Cook) REVISING THE DEFINITION OF “BICYCLE”
BY REMOVING THE REFERENCES TO A MOPED; DEFINING
“MOPED” AND ADDING REFERENCES TO EXISTING APPLICABLE
LAWS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 15-6-219, 33-23-204, 61-1-101,
61-8-102, 61-8-601, 61-8-602, 61-8-603, 61-8-604, 61-8-605, 61-8-606,
61-8-607, 61-8-608, 61-8-609, AND 61-12-101, MCA . . . . . . ... ...

(House Bill No. 506; Moore) REVISING DISTILLERY LAWS TO ALLOW A
DISTILLERY TO SELL ITS PRODUCT DIRECTLY TO AN AGENCY
LIQUOR STORE; AMENDING SECTION 16-4-311, MCA; AND
PROVIDING DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATES. . . . ... ... ... ..

(House Bill No. 612; Dudik) ESTABLISHING A CHILD ABUSE COURT
DIVERSION PILOT PROJECT; PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION;
AMENDING SECTIONS 3-1-702 AND 41-3-301, MCA; AND PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A TERMINATION DATE. . . . . ... ..

(Senate Bill No. 234; Thomas) AMENDING PREMIUM TAX RATES AND
FILING FEES FOR CASUALTY INSURERS OFFERING POLICIES OF
LEGAL PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY INSURANCE; AMENDING
SECTIONS 33-2-705, 33-2-708, AND 33-27-108, MCA; AND PROVIDING
AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE
APPLICABILITYDATE . . . . . . . ... . .

(Senate Bill No. 325; Keane) REVISING THE BOARD OF
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS FOR ADOPTING WATER
QUALITY REGULATIONS MORE STRINGENT THAN FEDERAL
REGULATIONS; REVISING IMPLEMENTATION OF WATER QUALITY
STANDARDS THAT ARE PURER THAN A NATURAL CONDITION OF A
WATERCOURSE OR WATER SOURCE; REVISING THE PROCESS FOR
RECLASSIFYING WATER QUALITY STANDARDS; REVISING THE
PROCESS FOR ADOPTING SITE-SPECIFIC WATER QUALITY

1679

1679

1682

1682

1700

1701

1704



li

379

380

381

382

383

384

385

386

TITLE CONTENTS

STANDARDS; PROVIDING A DEFINITION; AMENDING SECTION
75-5-203, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTION 75-5-309, MCA . . . . . .

(Senate Bill No. 345; Arntzen) REVISING THE PROCESS OF ADOPTION
OR AMENDMENT OF ACCREDITATION STANDARDS FOR SCHOOLS;
MAKING REQUIREMENTS OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC
INSTRUCTION; CLARIFYING THE ROLE OF THE EDUCATION AND
LOCAL GOVERNMENT INTERIM COMMITTEE; AMENDING
SECTIONS 20-3-106 AND 20-7-101, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . ... ... ... ........

(House Bill No. 223; Clark) REVISING DEATH CERTIFICATE FEES AND
PROVIDING FOR THEIR USE AS A FUNDING SOURCE FOR THE
BOARD OF FUNERAL SERVICE; REQUIRING THE BOARD TO
REPORT TO THE ECONOMIC AFFAIRS INTERIM COMMITTEE;
AMENDING SECTIONS 7-4-2631 AND 50-15-111, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A
TERMINATIONDATE. . . . . . ... ... ..

(House Bill No. 517; Essmann) REVISING LAWS RELATING TO
GUARDIANSHIP; REVISING LAWS RELATING TO THE
COMMITMENT OF INCAPACITATED PERSONS; PROVIDING
ADMISSION ALTERNATIVES FOR INCAPACITATED PERSONS WITH
CERTAIN CONDITIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 72-5-321 AND
72-5-324, MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE . .

(House Bill No. 577; Holmlund) REVISING PROVISIONS RELATED TO
RACE MEET GAMBLING; DEFINING THE TERM “MONTANA WAGER”
WITH RESPECT TO PARIMUTUEL BETTING ON RACE MEETS;
SPECIFYING THAT ACCEPTING A MONTANA WAGER WITHOUT A
MONTANA LICENSE IS UNLAWFUL AND PUNISHABLE AS AN
ILLEGAL GAMBLING ENTERPRISE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS
23-4-101 AND 23-4-301, MCA . . . . . . . ... ... ..

(House Bill No. 590; Cuffe) PROVIDING A MEANS TO COMPENSATE
FOR THE STORAGE OF WATER BEHIND LIBBY DAM, WHICH WAS
CREATED THROUGH THE COLUMBIA RIVER TREATY; CREATING
THE COLUMBIA RIVER TREATY ACCOUNT; AUTHORIZING THE
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION TO
ADMINISTER THE ACCOUNT; PROVIDING A STATUTORY
APPROPRIATION; PROVIDING FOR A TRANSFER TO THE GENERAL
FUND; AMENDING SECTION 17-7-502, MCA; AND PROVIDING A
CONTINGENT EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . .. ... ... ... ......

(House Bill No. 604; Greef) REQUIRING COLLECTION OF
INFORMATION AND REPORTING BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION ON TRAILS AND PATHS CREATED UNDER THE
MONTANA FOOTPATH AND BICYCLE TRAIL ACT OF 1975; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A
TERMINATION DATE. . . . . . . . . e

(House Bill No. 617; Lavin) ESTABLISHING THE MONTANA STEM
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM; PROVIDING ELIGIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS; CREATING THE MONTANA STEM SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM STATE SPECIAL REVENUE ACCOUNT; PROVIDING
APPROPRIATIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 17-7-502, 20-26-601,
20-26-602, 20-26-603, 20-26-605, 20-26-606, 23-7-102, 23-7-202, AND
23-7-402, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . . ..

(House Bill No. 627; Brodehl) CREATING AN INTERIM TASK FORCE TO
STUDY THE OPERATIONS OF THE OFFICE OF STATE PUBLIC
DEFENDER TO DEVELOP A LONG-TERM ORGANIZATIONAL PLAN
THAT WILL ALLOW THE OPD TO PROVIDE EFFECTIVE ASSISTANCE
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OF COUNSEL TO THOSE THAT QUALIFY; SPECIFYING MEMBERS
AND DUTIES; PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION; AND PROVIDING
EFFECTIVE DATES AND A TERMINATION DATE . . . . . ... ...

(Senate Bill No. 20; Vincent) REALLOCATING A PORTION OF
METALLIFEROUS MINES LICENSE TAX COLLECTIONS; PROVIDING
A TRANSFER OF FUNDS TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
PROTECTION FUND; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-37-117, 75-10-704,
AND 75-10-743, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A
TERMINATION DATE. . . . . . . . . et

(Senate Bill No. 175; Wolken) REVISING LAWS RELATED TO THE
TEMPORARY EMERGENCY LODGING PROGRAM; CLARIFYING TAX
CREDIT REQUIREMENTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-30-2381,
15-31-171, 50-51-114, AND 50-51-115, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE
APPLICABILITY DATE . . . . . . . . ... o

(Senate Bill No. 188; Vincent) CLARIFYING THAT REAL PROPERTY
DAMAGE RESTORATIONS COSTS MAY NOT BE GREATER THAN THE
FAIR MARKET VALUE OF THE PROPERTY IMMEDIATELY BEFORE A
FIRE; DEFINING “FOREST OR RANGE FIRE”; AMENDING SECTION
50-63-104, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE
AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE. . . . . . .. ... ... ... .....

(Senate Bill No. 293; Hamlett) ELIMINATING TERM LIMITS FOR
MEMBERS OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL;
AMENDING SECTION 5-16-103, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . .. ... ... ... ......

(Senate Bill No. 306; Arntzen) UPDATING AND REVISING NOTARIAL
LAWS; PROVIDING FOR RECIPROCITY WITH NOTARIAL ACTS IN
OTHER JURISDICTIONS; ALLOWING FOR ATTESTATIONS OF
ELECTRONIC RECORDS; DESCRIBING THE MAINTENANCE AND
USE OF A NOTARY PUBLIC’S JOURNAL; DESCRIBING PROHIBITED
ACTS; AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO PROVIDE
RULES; AMENDING SECTIONS 1-5-601, 1-5-602, 1-5-603, 1-5-604,
1-5-605, 1-5-606, 1-5-607, 1-5-608, 1-5-609, 1-5-610, AND 1-5-611, MCA;
REPEALING SECTIONS 1-5-401, 1-5-402, 1-5-403, 1-5-404, 1-5-405,
1-5-406, 1-5-407, 1-5-408, 1-5-409, 1-5-415, 1-5-416, 1-5-417, 1-5-418,
1-5-419, AND 1-5-420, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY
DATE . . . . e

(Senate Bill No. 309; Hinkle) REVISING THE UNLOCKING STATE
LANDS PROGRAM TO INCLUDE SPECIFIC FEDERAL LAND:;
INCREASING THE TAX CREDIT FOR QUALIFIED ACCESS; REVISING
CRITERIA FOR PROGRAM PARTICIPATION; AMENDING SECTIONS
15-30-2380 AND 87-1-294, MCA; AMENDING SECTION 6, CHAPTER
346, LAWS OF 2013; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE
AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE. . . . ... ... ... ... ......

(Senate Bill No. 312; Phillips) REVISING UTILITY UNIVERSAL SYSTEM
BENEFITS PROGRAMS; REQUIRING THE ENERGY AND
TELECOMMUNICATIONS INTERIM COMMITTEE TO REVIEW
REPORTS; CLARIFYING LARGE CUSTOMER ANNUAL REPORTING
REQUIREMENTS; PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR UTILITIES AND
LARGE CUSTOMERS THAT FAIL TO FILE UNIVERSAL SYSTEM
BENEFITS REPORTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 69-8-402 AND 69-8-414,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN
APPLICABILITY DATE . . . . . . .. .. .. . ..

(Senate Bill No. 326; Hinkle) REVISING LAWS RELATED TO
RECREATIONAL USE OF STATE LANDS; REQUIRING PUBLIC
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NOTICE PRIOR TO LAND CLOSURES AND RESTRICTIONS ON
GENERAL RECREATIONAL USE; SETTING CAMPING LIMITS;
PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; REQUIRING REPORTING
TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL; AMENDING
SECTION 77-1-804, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVEDATE . . .. ... ... ... ... ... . . . . . .....

(Senate Bill No. 375; Sales) REVISING THE MAXIMUM SPEED LIMITS
FOR CERTAIN VEHICLES TRAVELING ON CERTAIN HIGHWAYS;
REVISING FINES FOR SPEEDING VIOLATIONS; AUTHORIZING THE
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION TO ESTABLISH TEMPORARY
SPEED LIMITS; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-303, 61-8-309, 61-8-312,
61-8-725, AND 61-11-203, MCA . . . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ..

(Senate Bill No. 380; Larsen) INCREASING THE AMOUNT OF FUNDS
AVAILABLE FROM THE PERMANENT COAL TAX TRUST FUND FOR
THE MONTANA VETERANS HOME LOAN MORTGAGE PROGRAM;
AMENDING SECTIONS 17-6-308 AND 90-6-603, MCA; AND PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . . . . ... ... .. . . ... ..

(Senate Bill No. 386; Cohenour) REVISING FILING AND WITHHOLDING
REQUIREMENTS FOR PASS-THROUGH ENTITIES AND LIMITING
THE LATE FILING PENALTY; PROVIDING SIMPLIFICATION OF
PASS-THROUGH ENTITY COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS;
ELIMINATING CONSENT AGREEMENTS BY SECOND-TIER
PASS-THROUGH ENTITIES; PROVIDING RULEMAKING
AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-30-3302 AND 15-30-3313,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY DATE. . . . .. ... ..

(Senate Bill No. 393; Arntzen) REVISING THE FEES FOR FILING
VARIOUS SECURITY INTERESTS IN A MOTOR VEHICLE; REVISING
THE APPLICATION FEES FOR AN ORIGINAL CERTIFICATE OF
TITLE OR AREPLACEMENT CERTIFICATE OF TITLE TO A VEHICLE;
CLARIFYING DISPOSITION OF THE FEES FOR SECURITY INTEREST
FILINGS AND FOR ORIGINAL AND REPLACEMENT VEHICLE
CERTIFICATES OF TITLE; PROVIDING FOR DRIVER'S LICENSE
RENEWAL ONLINE; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY;
AMENDING SECTIONS 61-3-103, 61-3-203, 61-3-204, 61-3-550, AND
61-5-111, MCA; AND PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATES AND AN
APPLICABILITY DATE . . . . . . . . ... o o .

(Senate Bill No. 409; Vincent) REVISING METAL MINE RECLAMATION
LAWS; ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR TAILINGS STORAGE
FACILITIES; ESTABLISHING A FEE; DEFINING TERMS; CREATING
INDEPENDENT REVIEW PANELS; PROVIDING FOR REVIEWS AND
INSPECTIONS; PROVIDING ENFORCEMENT; AMENDING SECTIONS
82-4-301, 82-4-303, 82-4-305, 82-4-335, 82-4-336, 82-4-337, AND 82-4-342,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY DATE. . . . .. ... ..

(House Bill No. 2; Ballance) APPROPRIATING MONEY TO VARIOUS
STATE AGENCIES FOR THE BIENNIUMS ENDING JUNE 30, 2015,
AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2017; AND PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATES

(House Bill No. 9; Cuffe) ESTABLISHING PRIORITIES FOR CULTURAL
AND AESTHETIC PROJECTS GRANT AWARDS; APPROPRIATING
MONEY FOR CULTURAL AND AESTHETIC GRANTS; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . .. ... ... ........

(House Bill No. 28; Eck) REQUIRING THE BOARD OF PARDONS AND
PAROLE TO VIDEO-RECORD AND AUDIO-RECORD MEETINGS OF
THE BOARD AND ALL HEARINGS HELD TO CONSIDER PAROLE,
RESCISSION, REVOCATION, OR CLEMENCY DECISIONS;
REQUIRING THE BOARD TO MAKE THE RECORDINGS PUBLICLY
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AVAILABLE; AMENDING SECTION 46-23-110, MCA; AND PROVIDING
ATERMINATIONDATE . . . ... ... ... ... . ..........

(House Bill No. 33; Ehli) EXPANDING MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS
INTERVENTION AND JAIL DIVERSION SERVICES TO AREAS OF THE
STATE THAT LACK SERVICES; REVISING REQUIREMENTS OF THE
CRISIS INTERVENTION AND JAIL DIVERSION GRANT PROGRAM
FOR COUNTIES; REDUCING LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTITLEMENT
SHARE PAYMENTS AND CERTAIN CALCULATIONS FOR THE
PURPOSE OF PROVIDING FUNDING; PROVIDING AN
APPROPRIATION; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-1-121 AND 53-21-1203,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . ... ... ..

(House Bill No. 34; Ehli) APPROPRIATING FUNDS TO INCREASE THE
NUMBER OF CONTRACTED SECURE PSYCHIATRIC TREATMENT
BEDS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . ... ... ...

(House Bill No. 114; Miller) CLARIFYING LAWS RELATED TO THE
USAGE OF TAXINCREMENT REMITTANCES TO SCHOOL DISTRICTS
TO ENSURE A REDUCTION IN LOCAL PROPERTY TAXES;
PROVIDING A TRANSITION SECTION FOR A SCHOOL DISTRICT
WITH AN EXISTING AGREEMENT WITH A LOCAL GOVERNMENT;
PROVIDING A TIME PERIOD FOR A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO UTILIZE
TAX INCREMENT REMITTANCES; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-15-4291,
20-9-104, AND 20-9-141, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVE DATE AND APPLICABILITY DATES. . . . .. ... ...

(House Bill No. 115; Funk) REVISING BOARD OF NURSING LAWS;
PROVIDING FOR NURSING APPLICANTS TO SUBMIT TO CRIMINAL
BACKGROUND CHECKS; EXPANDING THE NURSING MEDICAL
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM TO ALL LICENSEES; AND AMENDING
SECTION 37-8-202, MCA . . . . . . . . ... ... . .. .. . .. ...,

(House Bill No. 156; Miller) EXEMPTING CERTAIN AIR AND WATER
POLLUTION CONTROL AND CARBON CAPTURE EQUIPMENT FROM
PROPERTY TAXATION AND REDUCING PROPERTY TAXES FOR
CARBON TRANSPORTATION AND SEQUESTRATION EQUIPMENT;
PROVIDING FOR THE CERTIFICATION OF CARBON
SEQUESTRATION EQUIPMENT; ALLOWING A CARRYFORWARD OF
AN EXEMPTION OR RATE REDUCTION AFTER TAX YEAR 2025 FOR
CERTAIN QUALIFYING PROPERTY; PROVIDING RULEMAKING
AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-6-135, 15-6-158, AND 15-6-219,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE, A
RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE, AND A TERMINATION DATE

(House Bill No. 150; Flynn) REVISING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF
FISH AND WILDLIFE LAWS; REVISING PENALTIES FOR
HARASSMENT OF HUNTERS AND WILDLIFE, HUNTING FROM A
HIGHWAY, HUNTING FROM A VEHICLE, AND USE OF A VEHICLE
WHILE HUNTING; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 87-6-215, 87-6-403,
AND 87-6-405, MCA . . . . . . ... ... ...

(House Bill No. 167; Welborn) REVISING LAWS RELATED TO
OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE NONRESIDENT TEMPORARY-USE
PERMITS; INCREASING THE NONRESIDENT TEMPORARY-USE
PERMIT FEE FOR OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES; REQUIRING A
NONRESIDENT TEMPORARY-USE PERMIT FOR ALL OFF-HIGHWAY
VEHICLES OWNED BY NONRESIDENTS; REQUIRING THAT MONEY
COLLECTED FROM THE FEE BE USED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES; AND
AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2-802 AND 23-2-814, MCA. . . . . ... ..
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(House Bill No. 204; Hertz) REVISING LAWS RELATING TO LIABILITY
WAIVERS AND RELEASES; ALLOWING THE USE OF PROSPECTIVE
LIABILITY WAIVERS AND RELEASES TO LIMIT LIABILITY FOR
DAMAGES OR INJURIES SUSTAINED FROM PARTICIPATING IN
SPORTS OR RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES; AMENDING
SECTIONS 27-1-753 AND 28-2-702, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . .. ... ... ... ......

(House Bill No. 211; Wagoner) REQUIRING THE POW/MIA FLAG TO BE
DISPLAYED WITH THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AT SPECIFIED LOCATIONS TO SYMBOLIZE MONTANA’S CONCERN
AND COMMITMENT TO ACHIEVING THE FULLEST POSSIBLE
ACCOUNTING OF U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL WHO ARE OR MAY IN
THE FUTURE BECOME PRISONERS OF WAR, MISSING IN ACTION,
OR OTHERWISE UNACCOUNTED FOR AS A RESULT OF HOSTILE
ACTION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . .. ... ..

(House Bill No. 219; Essmann) MAKING IT A FELONY OFFENSE FOR
CERTAIN HIGH-RISK SEXUAL OFFENDERS TO RESIDE OR WORK
WITHIN CERTAIN GEOGRAPHICALLY RESTRICTED AREAS;
PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS; PROVIDING A PENALTY; PROVIDING
RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS 46-18-255 AND
46-23-520, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE
AND A RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE . . . . ... ... ...

(House Bill No. 226; Richmond) REVISING LAWS RELATED TO
FUNDING OF OIL AND GAS RECLAMATION PROJECTS;
DECREASING FUNDS FOR RECLAMATION AND DEVELOPMENT
GRANTS; INCREASING FUNDS FOR OIL AND GAS DAMAGE
MITIGATION; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-38-202, 82-11-161, AND
90-2-1113, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . . ..

(House Bill No. 228; Berry) TEMPORARILY INCREASING THE COAL
SEVERANCE TAX ALLOCATION TO THE COAL NATURAL
RESOURCE ACCOUNT; ESTABLISHING THE INCREASE UNTIL
JUNE 30, 2017; AMENDING SECTION 15-35-108, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . ... .. ... ... .....

(House Bill No. 270; Richmond) PROVIDING FOR A COMPLIANCE
SCHEDULE TO MEET THE NUTRIENT LIMITS IN A MODIFIED
DISCHARGE PERMIT AFTER AN OBJECTION BY THE
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY; AND PROVIDING FOR
DEPARTMENT REVIEW OF THE COMPLIANCE SCHEDULE. . . . .

(House Bill No. 300; White) CREATING THE SNOWMOBILE TRAIL
PASS; PROVIDING FEES AND PENALTIES; DEFINING TERMS;
REORGANIZING SECTIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-1-122,
23-2-601, 23-2-614, 23-2-644, AND 23-2-657, MCA; AND REPEALING
SECTION 23-2-652, MCA . . . . . . ... ... . ... ...,

(House Bill No. 306; Eck) REMOVING CERTAIN LIMITATIONS ON
UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS FOR VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE, SEXUAL ASSAULT, OR STALKING; AMENDING SECTION
39-51-2111, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . ..

(House Bill No. 359; Lieser) ADJUSTING INFLATION FACTOR
CALCULATION FOR INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX; PROVIDING A
TRANSITION SECTION FOR TAX YEAR 2016; AMENDING SECTIONS
15-30-2101, 15-30-2103, 15-30-2110, 15-30-2114, 15-30-2132, AND
15-30-2602, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY DATE. . . .

(House Bill No. 403; Hagstrom) APPROPRIATING MONEY FOR CAPITAL
PROJECTS FOR THE BIENNIUM ENDING JUNE 30, 2017; PROVIDING
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FOR A TRANSFER OF FUNDS; PROVIDING FOR OTHER MATTERS
RELATING TO THE APPROPRIATIONS; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . ... ... ... .. ......

(House Bill No. 454; Fitzpatrick) REVISING HOW A POLITICAL PARTY
MAY SELECT COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES FOR ELECTION
PRECINCTS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 13-10-201, 13-10-211,
13-38-201, AND 13-38-202, MCA . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. ...

(House Bill No. 463; McCarthy) GENERALLY REVISING FORFEITURE
LAWS; REQUIRING A CRIMINAL CONVICTION FOR FORFEITURE OF
PROPERTY; REQUIRING NOTICE OF SEIZED PROPERTY;
PROVIDING FOR A PRETRIAL HEARING TO DETERMINE THE
VALIDITY OF THE SEIZURE; REQUIRING A HEARING UPON
CRIMINAL CONVICTION TO DETERMINE WHETHER PROPERTY
MUST BE FORFEITED; REQUIRING PROOF BY CLEAR AND
CONVINCING EVIDENCE THAT SEIZED PROPERTY WAS USED IN
CONNECTION WITH OR CONSTITUTES PROCEEDS FROM THE
COMMISSION OF A CRIMINAL OFFENSE; PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS
FOR INNOCENT OWNERS AND PERSONS WITH AN OWNERSHIP
INTEREST IN SEIZED PROPERTY; APPLYING PRETRIAL HEARING
AND INNOCENT OWNER PROVISIONS TO CRIMINAL FORFEITURE
LAWS; CLARIFYING FORFEITURE PROCEEDINGS RELATED TO
COMMONLY DOMESTICATED HOOFED ANIMALS AND MOTOR
VEHICLES FOR DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR
DRUGS; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS
44-12-101, 44-12-102, 44-12-103, 44-12-205, 45-6-328, 45-9-206, AND
61-8-421, MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 44-12-201, 44-12-202, 44-12-203,
AND 44-12-204, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN APPLICABILITY DATE
AND AN EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . . ... .. .. ... ... .....

(House Bill No. 464; Brown) PROVIDING FOR A VOLUNTARY
HIGH-PERFORMANCE BUILDING PROGRAM FOR EXISTING
BUILDINGS WITHIN STATE AGENCIES AND THE MONTANA
UNIVERSITY SYSTEM; PROVIDING FOR TRANSFER OF UTILITY
FUNDS; PROVIDING FOR A STATE SPECIAL REVENUE ACCOUNT;
ESTABLISHING REPORTING REQUIREMENTS; PROVIDING A
STATUTORY APPROPRIATION; AMENDING SECTION 17-7-502, MCA;
AND PROVIDING A TERMINATION DATE. . . . ... ... ... ...

(House Bill No. 487; Jones) CREATING A MONTANA HISTORICAL
SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP AND A MONTANA ORIGINAL GOVERNOR’S
MANSION SPECIAL REVENUE ACCOUNT; PROVIDING FOR
STATUTORY APPROPRIATIONS; AMENDING SECTION 17-7-502,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A
TERMINATION DATE. . . . . . . . . . et

(House Bill No. 488; Regier) GENERALLY REVISING LAWS
CONCERNING DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR
DRUGS; ESTABLISHING A BLOOD-DRAW SEARCH WARRANT
PROCESSING ACCOUNT IN THE STATE SPECIAL REVENUE FUND;
PROVIDING FOR THE IMPOSITION OF A FINE UPON A PERSON’S
REFUSAL TO SUBMIT TO A BLOOD-DRAW TEST; AUTHORIZING THE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO ADOPT RULES FOR THE
COLLECTION, ADMINISTRATION, AND ACCOUNTABILITY OF
BLOOD-DRAW REFUSAL FINES; REVISING LAWS AND PENALTIES
RELATED TO THE OFFENSE OF AGGRAVATED DRIVING UNDER
THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR DRUGS; INCREASING FINES FOR
THE OFFENSE OF DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL
OR DRUGS; INCREASING FINES FOR THE OFFENSE OF DRIVING
WITH EXCESSIVE ALCOHOL CONCENTRATION OR
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DELTA-9-TETRAHYDROCANNABINOL; REVISING LAWS AND
PENALTIES RELATING TO THE OFFENSE OF FELONY DRIVING
UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR DRUGS; REVISING
PENALTIES AND SENTENCING PROVISIONS FOR THE OFFENSE OF
DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR DRUGS;
AMENDING SECTIONS 46-16-130, 61-5-208, 61-5-231, 61-8-401,
61-8-402, 61-8-403, 61-8-405, 61-8-408, 61-8-409, 61-8-421, 61-8-442,
61-8-465, 61-8-714, 61-8-722, 61-8-731, 61-8-732, 61-8-733, 61-8-734, AND
61-8-741, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE
AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE. . . . . . ... ... ... ... ....

(House Bill No. 510; Redfield) FACILITATING IMPROVED LAND AND
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ON PUBLIC LANDS IN MONTANA TO
AID LOCAL GOVERNMENTS IN REDUCING WILDFIRE RISK AND
IMPROVING FOREST HEALTH ON FEDERAL LANDS;
ESTABLISHING DUTIES FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL
RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION; PROVIDING STATE
ASSISTANCE TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS; GRANTING RULEMAKING
AUTHORITY; ESTABLISHING A LOCAL GOVERNMENT FOREST
ADVISOR; PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE AND A TERMINATIONDATE . . . . .. ... ...

(House Bill No. 559; Kipp) REVISING THE MONTANA INDIAN
LANGUAGE PRESERVATION PROGRAM; ALLOWING TRIBAL
GOVERNMENTS OR THEIR DESIGNEES TO ADMINISTER LOCAL
PROGRAMS; REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT FOR LOCAL
PROGRAM ADVISORY BOARDS; REQUIRING THE LOCAL
PROGRAMS TO REPORT TO THE STATE-TRIBAL ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION; REQUIRING THE COMMISSION TO
REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE; PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION;
AMENDING SECTION 7, CHAPTER 410, LAWS OF 2013; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A
TERMINATION DATE. . . . o o oot e e e e

(House Bill No. 560; Hertz) REVISING THE FUND STRUCTURE AND
THE BUDGETING PROCESS FOR THE BOARD OF PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANTS; PROVIDING A STATUTORY APPROPRIATION;
AMENDING SECTIONS 2-15-1756, 17-7-502, 37-1-101, AND 37-50-205,
MCA; REPEALING SECTION 37-50-315, MCA; AND PROVIDING A
DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE AND A TERMINATION DATE . . . ..

(Senate Bill No. 83; Kaufmann) GENERALLY REVISING HEALTH
INSURANCE LAWS; ADOPTING AND REVISING PROCESSES THAT
PROVIDE FOR UTILIZATION REVIEW, GRIEVANCES, AND
EXTERNAL REVIEW OF A HEALTH INSURANCE ISSUER’S ACTIONS;
PROVIDING GUIDELINES FOR INDEPENDENT REVIEW
ORGANIZATIONS FOR EXTERNAL REVIEWS; LIMITING LIABILITY
FOR INDEPENDENT REVIEW ORGANIZATIONS FOR DECISIONS
MADE IN EXTERNAL REVIEWS; REQUIRING HEALTH INSURANCE
ISSUERS TO PAY THE COSTS OF AN EXTERNAL REVIEW;
EXTENDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS
33-30-102, 33-31-111, 33-32-101, 33-32-102, 33-32-103, 33-32-104,
33-32-105, AND 33-33-103, MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 33-32-201,
33-32-203, 33-32-204, 33-37-101, 33-37-102, 33-37-103, 33-37-104,
33-37-105, 33-37-106, AND 33-37-110, MCA; AND PROVIDING A
DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE . . . .

(Senate Bill No. 100; Larsen) GRANTING THE BOARD OF LIVESTOCK
THE POWER TO CONTROL AND ERADICATE FERAL SWINE;
PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; PROHIBITING THE
POSSESSION, HUNTING, AND OTHER ACTIONS RELATED TO
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FERAL SWINE; ESTABLISHING LIMITS ON COST OF DEPARTMENT
OF LIVESTOCK ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS; ESTABLISHING
PENALTIES; AMENDING SECTIONS 81-4-207 AND 81-4-208, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . . .. ..

(Senate Bill No. 180; Hoven) REVISING THE FUNDING SOURCE FOR
THE SENIOR CITIZEN AND PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
TRANSPORTATION SERVICES ACCOUNT; ALLOCATING REVENUE
FROM THE RENTAL CAR SALES AND USE TAX TO THE ACCOUNT;
REMOVING A GENERAL FUND TRANSFER TO THE ACCOUNT;
REVISING THE PROVISION OF FUNDS FROM THE ACCOUNT;
AMENDING SECTIONS 7-14-112, 10-3-801, 15-1-122, AND 15-68-820,
MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN
APPLICABILITYDATE . . . . . . .. ... . . ..

(Senate Bill No. 211; Buttrey) ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES RELATED
TO MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE COST LISTS FOR PRESCRIPTION
DRUGS; REQUIRING DISCLOSURE OF PRICING SOURCES; AND
PROVIDING AN APPEAL PROCESS. . . . . . ... ...........

(Senate Bill No. 252; Jones) REVISING SCHOOL FUNDING RELATED
TO OIL AND NATURAL GAS PRODUCTION TAXES; REMOVING THE
REQUIREMENT THAT SCHOOL DISTRICTS RECEIVING OIL AND
NATURAL GAS PRODUCTION TAX REVENUE BUDGET A PORTION
OF THAT REVENUE IN THE DISTRICT GENERAL FUND;
CLARIFYING DISTRIBUTIONS FROM THE STATE SCHOOL OIL AND
NATURAL GAS IMPACT AND DISTRIBUTION ACCOUNTS;
PROVIDING STATUTORY APPROPRIATIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS
17-7-502, 20-9-310, 20-9-517, AND 20-9-520, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . .. ... ... ... ......

(Senate Bill No. 260; Moore) REVISING DISTRIBUTIONS FROM THE
STATE SCHOOL OIL AND NATURAL GAS DISTRIBUTION ACCOUNT;
PROVIDING FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS BY THE OFFICE OF
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION; GRANTING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY;
PROVIDING STATUTORY APPROPRIATIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS
17-7-502, 20-9-310, 20-9-517, 20-9-518, AND 20-9-520, MCA; AND
PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATES AND A TERMINATION DATE. . . .

(Senate Bill No. 378; Arntzen) REVISING ELIGIBILITY FOR MONTANA’S
INCOME TAX EXEMPTION WITH RESPECT TO SALARIES PAID TO
NATIONAL GUARD MEMBERS UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES;
AMENDING SECTION 15-30-2117, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
APPLICABILITY DATE . . . . . . . . ... . o .

(Senate Bill No. 390; Arntzen) REQUIRING THE ECONOMIC AFFAIRS
INTERIM COMMITTEE TO CONDUCT AN INTERIM STUDY OF FEES
ASSESSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY AND
PROFESSIONAL LICENSING BOARDS; PROVIDING AN
APPROPRIATION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A
TERMINATION DATE. . . . . . . . . e

(Senate Bill No. 399; Thomas) AUTHORIZING THE CREATION OF THE
MONTANA ACHIEVING A BETTER LIFE EXPERIENCE PROGRAM;
REQUIRING THAT THE PROGRAM COMPLY WITH FEDERAL LAW
AUTHORIZING THE PROGRAM; CREATING AN OVERSIGHT
COMMITTEE; PROVIDING FOR TAX-EXEMPT SAVINGS ACCOUNTS
FOR DISABILITY-RELATED EXPENSES; DESIGNATING QUALIFIED
AND NONQUALIFIED WITHDRAWALS; ALLOWING A CHANGE IN
BENEFICIARY; PROVIDING FOR SELECTION OF FINANCIAL
INSTITUTIONS AND PROGRAM MANAGERS; ALLOWING A
DEDUCTION FROM ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME FOR CERTAIN
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO AN ACCOUNT; PROVIDING FORARECAPTURE
TAX FOR CERTAIN WITHDRAWALS OF DEDUCTIBLE
CONTRIBUTIONS; AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES TO CONTRACT WITH ANOTHER
STATE TO ALLOW MONTANA RESIDENTS ACCESS TO THE OTHER
STATE’S 529A PROGRAM; PROVIDING THAT AN ACCOUNT MAY NOT
BE COUNTED AS A RESOURCE FOR DETERMINING ELIGIBILITY
FOR STATE ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS; CREATING AN ACHIEVING A
BETTER LIFE EXPERIENCE SAVINGS TRUST; GRANTING
RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTION 15-30-2110, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A
RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE. . . . . .. ... ... .....

(Senate Bill No. 401; Caferro) REVISING BOXING LAWS; CLARIFYING
THE USE OF DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVES AT PROFESSIONAL
BOXING EVENTS; ESTABLISHING GUIDELINES FOR MEDICAL
EXAMINATIONS PRIOR TO EVENTS AND FOR LICENSURE;
ALLOWING VENUE OWNERS AND PROMOTERS TO DETERMINE
THE NEED FOR SECURITY PERSONNEL; ESTABLISHING LICENSE
FEES; AMENDING SECTIONS 23-3-402, 23-3-404, 23-3-405, AND
23-3-501, MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 23-3-502, 23-3-601, AND
23-3-602, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. . . . .. ..

(Senate Bill No. 418; Jones) AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS AND OTHER
NECESSARY MEASURES TO IMPLEMENT THE GENERAL
APPROPRIATIONS ACT; REVISING LAWS GOVERNING STATE
EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION; PROVIDING LEGISLATIVE POLICY
ON MENTAL HEALTH INVESTMENTS AS SET FORTH IN THE
GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT; PROVIDING FOR LEGISLATIVE
INTENT REGARDING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SENATE BILL NO.
405; AMENDING SECTIONS 2-18-301, 2-18-303, 2-18-703, 2-18-812, AND
87-1-625, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE

(House Bill No. 629; Redfield) PROVIDING THAT THE EXECUTIVE
OFFICER OF THE BOARD OF LIVESTOCK SERVES AT THE
PLEASURE OF THE BOARD OF LIVESTOCK; PROVIDING AN
APPROPRIATION; AMENDING SECTION 81-1-102, MCA; AND
PROVIDING EFFECTIVEDATES . . . . . .. ... ... ... .....

(Senate Bill No. 122; Rosendale) ENSURING THE AVAILABILITY OF
MONTANA AMMUNITION; ENCOURAGING THE FORMATION OF
BUSINESS IN MONTANA PRIMARILY ENGAGED IN THE
MANUFACTURE OF AMMUNITION COMPONENTS; PROVIDING
EXEMPTIONS FROM PROPERTY TAXES; CLARIFYING THAT THE
FIREARMS LIABILITY LAW APPLIES TO AMMUNITION
COMPONENTS MANUFACTURED IN MONTANA; EXPANDING
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CRITERIA TO ENCOMPASS THE
MANUFACTURE OF AMMUNITION COMPONENTS; AMENDING
SECTIONS 15-6-219, 27-1-720, 90-1-118, AND 90-1-202, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE, AN APPLICABILITY
DATE, AND A TERMINATIONDATE . . . . ... ... ... ......

(Senate Bill No. 212; Sales) REVISING PENALTY AND INTEREST
PROVISIONS FOR CERTAIN TAXPAYERS WHO RECEIVE AN
EXTENSION FOR FILING INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RETURNS; AND
AMENDING SECTION 15-30-2604, MCA . . . . . . ... ... .....

(Senate Bill No. 272; Windy Boy) STRENGTHENING MONTANA’S
COMMITMENT IN ITS EDUCATIONAL GOALS TO THE
PRESERVATION OF AMERICAN INDIAN CULTURAL INTEGRITY AS
STATED IN ARTICLE X, SECTION 1, OF THE MONTANA
CONSTITUTION; ENCOURAGING SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO CREATE
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INDIAN LANGUAGE IMMERSION PROGRAMS; PROVIDING
FUNDING; PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION; INCLUDING
AMERICAN INDIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE SPECIALISTS IN
THE QUALITY EDUCATOR PAYMENT; AMENDING SECTION
20-9-327, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE
AND A TERMINATIONDATE . . . ... ... ... ...........

(Senate Bill No. 387; Smith) IMPLEMENTING MAXIMUM PENALTIES
FOR WATER QUALITY VIOLATIONS THAT DO NOT HARM OR HAVE
THE POTENTIAL TO HARM HUMAN HEALTH, THE ENVIRONMENT,
OR THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY’S ABILITY
TO PROTECT HUMAN HEALTH OR THE ENVIRONMENT; AND
AMENDING SECTION 75-5-611, MCA. . . . . ... ... ... .....

(Senate Bill No. 411; Caferro) REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES TO CLOSE THE MONTANA
DEVELOPMENTAL CENTER; CREATING A TEMPORARY
TRANSITION PLANNING COMMITTEE TO ASSIST THE
DEPARTMENT IN DEVELOPING OF A PLAN FOR CLOSURE;
REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT TO MOVE RESIDENTS INTO
COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES; ESTABLISHING THE
DEPARTMENT’S DUTIES; ESTABLISHING LIMITS ON ADMISSIONS
TO THE MONTANA DEVELOPMENTAL CENTER; ESTABLISHING
LIMITS ON EXPENDITURES; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-7-401,
53-20-102, 53-20-104, 53-20-125, 53-20-129, 53-20-146, 53-20-148,
53-20-161, 53-20-163, 53-20-214, AND 90-7-220, MCA; AND PROVIDING
EFFECTIVEDATES. . . . . . . . .. . o .

(Senate Bill No. 261; Hamlett) CREATING THE MONTANA GREATER
SAGE-GROUSE STEWARDSHIP ACT; ESTABLISHING THE
MONTANA SAGE GROUSE OVERSIGHT TEAM; PROVIDING DUTIES
AND RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; PROVIDING FINDINGS AND
DEFINITIONS; ESTABLISHING THE SAGE GROUSE STEWARDSHIP
ACCOUNT; PROVIDING GRANT CRITERIA; ALLOWING FOR
COMPENSATORY MITIGATION; CONDITIONING THE FUNDING OF
LEASES OR CONSERVATION EASEMENTS; PROVIDING FOR
MANAGEMENT OF CONVEYED LANDS; REQUIRING REPORTING;
PROVIDING A CONTINGENT FUND TRANSFER AND
APPROPRIATION; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE
DATE . . . . .

(House Bill No. 6; Cuffe) IMPLEMENTING THE RENEWABLE
RESOURCE GRANT AND LOAN PROGRAM; APPROPRIATING MONEY
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND
CONSERVATION FOR GRANTS UNDER THE RENEWABLE
RESOURCE GRANT AND LOAN PROGRAM; PRIORITIZING PROJECT
GRANTS AND AMOUNTS; ESTABLISHING CONDITIONS FOR
GRANTS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVEDATE. . . . . ... ...

(House Bill No. 8; Cuffe) APPROVING RENEWABLE RESOURCE
PROJECTS AND AUTHORIZING LOANS; REAUTHORIZING
RENEWABLE RESOURCE PROJECTS AUTHORIZED BY THE 63RD
LEGISLATURE; APPROPRIATING MONEY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION FOR LOANS UNDER
THE RENEWABLE RESOURCE GRANT AND LOAN PROGRAM;
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF COAL SEVERANCE TAX BONDS;
AUTHORIZING THE CREATION OF A STATE DEBT AND
APPROPRIATING COAL SEVERANCE TAXES FOR DEBT SERVICE;
PLACING CERTAIN CONDITIONS ON LOANS; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVEDATE . .« o oottt e e
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(House Bill No. 10; McCarthy) REVISING LAWS RELATED TO
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY CAPITAL PROJECTS;
APPROPRIATING MONEY FOR INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
CAPITAL PROJECTS FOR THE BIENNIUM ENDING JUNE 30, 2017;
PROVIDING FOR MATTERS RELATING TO THE APPROPRIATIONS;
PROVIDING FOR A TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM THE GENERAL
FUND TO THE LONG-RANGE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
PROGRAM ACCOUNT; PROVIDING FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND
ACQUISITION OF NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS
FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION, THE DEPARTMENT
OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, THE DEPARTMENT
OF TRANSPORTATION, AND THE JUDICIAL BRANCH; AND
PROVIDING EFFECTIVEDATES . . . . .. ... ............

(House Bill No. 140; Welborn) REVISING LAWS RELATED TO HUNTING
AND FISHING LICENSES; REQUIRING AN ADDITIONAL BUDGET
REVIEW AND REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE; CREATING A BASE
HUNTING LICENSE; REORGANIZING AND RECODIFYING CERTAIN
LICENSE STATUTES; CLARIFYING THE PRICE OF A CLASS B-12
NONRESIDENT ANTLERLESS ELK B TAG LICENSE; INCREASING
FISHING LICENSE FEES; ELIMINATING FREE LICENSES FOR
CERTAIN YOUTH, SENIOR, DISABLED, AND NONRESIDENT
HUNTERS AND ANGLERS AND STANDARDIZING DISCOUNTED
LICENSE PRICES; CLARIFYING THE FEES FOR CLASS B-10
NONRESIDENT BIG GAME COMBINATION LICENSES AND CLASS
B-11 NONRESIDENT DEER COMBINATION LICENSES; EQUALIZING
LICENSES AVAILABLE TO AND FEES FOR NONRESIDENT
RELATIVES OF RESIDENTS AND NONRESIDENTS WHO HUNT WITH
A RESIDENT SPONSOR OR FAMILY MEMBER; INCREASING THE
CLASS B-14 NONRESIDENT COLLEGE STUDENT BIG GAME
COMBINATION LICENSE FEE; INCREASING NONRESIDENT
MOOSE, MOUNTAIN GOAT, MOUNTAIN SHEEP, AND BISON
LICENSE FEES; AUTHORIZING FREE FISHING FOR ALL YOUTH
UNDER AGE 12; REDUCING LICENSE AGE BRACKETS FOR YOUTH;
REVISING DISTRIBUTION OF HUNTING LICENSE REVENUE FOR
HUNTING ACCESS PROGRAMS; CREATING AN APPRENTICE
HUNTING CERTIFICATE FOR YOUTH BETWEEN 10 AND 18 YEARS
OF AGE AND PROVIDING QUALIFYING CONDITIONS; AMENDING
SECTIONS 61-8-369, 87-1-270, 87-1-290, 87-2-104, 87-2-105, 87-2-202,
87-2-301, 87-2-302, 87-2-304, 87-2-306, 87-2-307, 87-2-403, 87-2-404,
87-2-505, 87-2-506, 87-2-510, 87-2-511, 87-2-514, 87-2-520, 87-2-522,
87-2-525, 87-2-526, 87-2-701, 87-2-706, 87-2-711, 87-2-801, 87-2-803,
87-2-805, 87-6-301, 87-6-403, 87-6-405, AND 87-6-921, MCA; REPEALING
SECTIONS 87-2-515 AND 87-2-809, MCA; AND PROVIDING EFFECTIVE
DATES . . . .

(House Bill No. 512; Mortensen) ESTABLISHING AN EASTERN
MONTANA LABORATORY OF CRIMINALISTICS IN YELLOWSTONE
COUNTY; PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION FOR LEASING OF THE
LABORATORY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . . ..

(Senate Bill No. 233; Caferro) ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENTS FOR
MEDICAID-FUNDED DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY SERVICES FOR
CERTAIN MILITARY DEPENDENTS; AMENDING SECTION 53-20-202,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE . . . . .

(Senate Bill No. 283; Brenden) GENERALLY REVISING LEGISLATOR
CONSTITUENT ACCOUNT LAWS; PROVIDING FOR A STIPEND AND
ALLOWING FOR REIMBURSEMENT OF CONSTITUENT SERVICES
EXPENSES NOT PAID FROM A CONSTITUENT SERVICES ACCOUNT
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OR OTHERWISE REIMBURSED; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED
EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . ... ... ... ... .. ... . . . . ...,

(Senate Bill No. 336; Keenan) GENERALLY REVISING RULEMAKING
PROCEDURES; REQUIRING THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES INCLUDE CERTAIN
INFORMATION IN RULEMAKING NOTICES PERTAINING TO THE
DELIVERY OF MEDICAID SERVICES; REQUIRING THE
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES TO
PREPARE AND ELECTRONICALLY SEND A STATEMENT OF
FINDINGS TO INTERESTED PERSONS CONCERNING THE RULE’S
INTENDED OUTCOMES WITHIN A YEAR AFTER THE RULE’S
EFFECTIVE DATE IF THE RULE PERTAINS TO THE DELIVERY OF
MEDICAID SERVICES; PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS; AMENDING
PAYMENTS THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES IS ENTITLED TO COLLECT FROM CERTAIN PROVIDERS;
AMENDING SECTION 53-6-111, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE . . . . ... ...

(Senate Bill No. 385; Webb) GENERALLY REVISING LAWS RELATED TO
LANDLORDS AND TENANTS; REQUIRING THAT A COURT ISSUE A
WRIT OF POSSESSION IF A LANDLORD’S CLAIM FOR POSSESSION
IS GRANTED IN CERTAIN ACTIONS; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; AND
AMENDING SECTIONS 70-24-103, 70-24-427, 70-33-103, AND 70-33-427,

(Senate Bill No. 389; Hamlett) PROVIDING DEFINITIONS FOR
“EPHEMERAL STREAM” AND “INTERMITTENT STREAM”;
AMENDING THE DEFINITION OF “PERENNIAL FLOWING STREAM”;
CLARIFYING THAT A WATER RIGHTS PERMIT IS NOT NEEDED FOR
CONSTRUCTING A STOCK POND WITH AN APPROPRIATION FROM
AN EPHEMERAL OR INTERMITTENT STREAM; AND AMENDING
SECTIONS 85-2-306 AND 85-2-355, MCA . . . . .. ... ........

(Senate Bill No. 396; Buttrey) GENERALLY REVISING MOTOR CARRIER
LAWS; ELIMINATING THE REQUIREMENT THAT CERTAIN MOTOR
CARRIERS DEMONSTRATE PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND
NECESSITY TO ACQUIRE A CERTIFICATE FROM THE PUBLIC
SERVICE COMMISSION; CREATING A CLASS E CLASSIFICATION
FORMOTOR CARRIERS THAT OFFER TRANSPORTATION NETWORK
CARRIER SERVICES; PROVIDING FOR A FEE; PROVIDING
OPERATING REQUIREMENTS FOR CLASS E MOTOR CARRIERS;
PROVIDING A TRANSITION FOR MOTOR CARRIERS OPERATING
WITH A CERTIFICATE; PROVIDING FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
OF TRANSPORTATION NETWORK CARRIERS; REQUIRING
TRANSPORTATION NETWORK CARRIERS TO PROVIDE
DISCLOSURES; PROVIDING INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS;
PROHIBITING LOCAL GOVERNMENTS FROM REGULATING
TRANSPORTATION NETWORK CARRIER SERVICES; PROHIBITING
A LOCAL GOVERNMENT WITH SELF-GOVERNING POWERS FROM
REGULATING TRANSPORTATION NETWORK CARRIER SERVICES;
CLARIFYING EXEMPTIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-1-111,
69-12-101, 69-12-102, 69-12-205, 69-12-210, 69-12-301, 69-12-311,
69-12-312, 69-12-313, 69-12-314, 69-12-321, 69-12-323, 69-12-324,
69-12-404, 69-12-406, 69-12-407, 69-12-415, AND 69-12-501, MCA;
REPEALING SECTION 69-12-328, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVEDATE . . . . . . .. ... . . .

(Senate Bill No. 410; Jones) GENERALLY REVISING LAWS RELATED
TO TAX CREDITS FOR ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
EDUCATION; ALLOWING INCOME TAX CREDITS FOR DONATIONS
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TO PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP
ORGANIZATIONS; PROVIDING SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING TO
PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOR INNOVATIVE EDUCATION; ESTABLISHING
GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS AND DISTRICTS FOR SUPPLEMENTAL
FUNDING DISTRIBUTIONS; CREATING A STATE SPECIAL
REVENUE ACCOUNT; ESTABLISHING OPERATING
REQUIREMENTS, REVIEW PROCESSES, AND TERMINATION
PROCEDURES FOR STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP ORGANIZATIONS;
PROVIDING THAT THE AMOUNT OF A SCHOLARSHIP IS NOT
TAXABLE INCOME; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY;
PROVIDING A STATUTORY APPROPRIATION; AMENDING
SECTIONS 15-30-2110, 15-30-2618, 15-31-511, 17-7-502, AND 20-9-543,
MCA; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE, AN
APPLICABILITY DATE, AND A TERMINATION DATE . . . . . . ...

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTIONS

(Steenberg) REQUESTING AN INTERIM STUDY OF
NEXT-GENERATION 9-1-1 INMONTANA . . . . ... ... ... ...

(Garner) REQUESTING AN INTERIM STUDY OF THE CURRENT
STATE AND FUTURE OF THE MONTANA LAW ENFORCEMENT
ACADEMY, TO INCLUDE A THOROUGH EXAMINATION OF
FUNDING, OPERATIONS, AND CAMPUS NEEDS; AND REQUIRING
THAT THE FINAL RESULTS OF THE STUDY BE REPORTED TO THE
65TH LEGISLATURE . . . . . . .. ... ... . ... . .. . .....

(Lang) URGING PROMPT CONGRESSIONAL AND PRESIDENTIAL
APPROVAL FOR THE KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE . . . . ... ... ..

(White) REQUESTING AN INTERIM STUDY OF ROADS ON FEDERAL
LAND, FEDERAL LAND PARCELS THAT ARE SURROUNDED BY
PRIVATE LAND, AND THE EFFECTS OF DIMINISHED ACCESS ON
RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES. . . . . ... ... ... ......

(Garner) REQUESTING AN INTERIM STUDY TO EXAMINE
EYEWITNESS IDENTIFICATION POLICIES AND PROCEDURES AT
STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES . . ... ...

(Tropila) URGING THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO ACT TO
RESTORE FEDERAL RECOGNITION TO THE LITTLE SHELL TRIBE
OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS OF MONTANA . . . . ... ... ... ....

(MacDonald) REQUESTING AN INTERIM STUDY OF RIDE SHARING
AND MOTOR CARRIER SERVICES IN MONTANA; AND REQUIRING
THAT THE FINAL RESULTS OF THE STUDY BE REPORTED TO THE
65TH LEGISLATURE . . . . . .. ... .. ... . . . . .. . ...,

(Bennett) REQUESTING AN INTERIM STUDY OF OPPORTUNITIES TO
EXPAND OWNERSHIP OF PERSONAL INFORMATION; AND
REQUIRING THAT THE FINAL RESULTS OF THE STUDY BE
REPORTED TO THE 65TH LEGISLATURE. . . . . ... ... .....

(Tschida) REQUESTING AN INTERIM STUDY ON STATUTORY
APPROPRIATIONS AND REQUIRING THAT THE FINAL RESULTS OF
THE STUDY BE REPORTED TO THE 65TH LEGISLATURE . . . . . .
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HOUSE RESOLUTIONS

(Essmann) ADOPTING THE HOUSERULES . . . . .. ... ... ...

(Curdy) RECOGNIZING 75 YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE OF
SMOKEJUMPERS . . . ... ... ... ... ... . ... . . . ...,

(Cuffe) SUPPORTING THE PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION TO
LINCOLN COUNTY FOR LOSSES INCURRED DUE TO THE
CONSTRUCTION OF LIBBY DAM. . . . . ... ... ... .. .....

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTIONS

(Rosendale) ADOPTING THE JOINT LEGISLATIVE RULES . . . . ..

(Hamlett) REQUESTING AN INTERIM STUDY OF THE FEASIBILITY
OF MONTANA ASSUMING AUTHORITY TO ADMINISTER FEDERAL
SECTION 404 PERMITS REQUIRED BY THE CLEAN WATER ACT . .

(Larsen) RECOGNIZING THE MILITARY SERVICE OF MONTANANS
IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES . . . . ... ...

(Brenden) EXPRESSING OPPOSITION TO THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT’S CUTS TO THE MEDICARE PROGRAM UNDER THE
PATIENT PROTECTION AND AFFORDABLE CARE ACT TO FUND
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CHAPTER NO. 1
[HB 1]

AN ACT APPROPRIATING MONEY FOR THE OPERATION OF THE
CURRENT AND SUBSEQUENT LEGISLATURE; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Appropriation. (1) The following amounts are appropriated
from the state general fund for fiscal years 2015, 2016, and 2017 for the
operation of the 64th legislature and the costs of preparing for the 65th
legislature:

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH (1104)

1. Senate $3,402,855
2. House of Representatives 5,455,477
3. Legislative Services Division 643,722

(2) The following amounts are appropriated from the state general fund for
fiscal year 2017 for the initial costs of the 65th legislature:

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH (1104)

1. Senate $222,958
2. House 385,322
3. Legislative Services Division 16,500

Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.
Approved January 26, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 2
[SB 18]

AN ACT REVISING THE TIMEFRAME IN WHICH THE DEPARTMENT OF
REVENUE IS REQUIRED TO CALCULATE THE GROWTH RATE OF THE
ENTITLEMENT SHARE POOL; AND AMENDING SECTION 15-1-121, MCA.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:
Section 1. Section 15-1-121, MCA, is amended to read:

“15-1-121. Entitlement share payment — purpose — appropriation.
(1) As described in 15-1-120(3), each local government is entitled to an annual
amount that is the replacement for revenue received by local governments for
diminishment of property tax base and various earmarked fees and other
revenue that, pursuant to Chapter 574, Laws of 2001, amended by section 4,
Chapter 13, Special Laws of August 2002, and later enactments, were
consolidated to provide aggregation of certain reimbursements, fees, tax
collections, and other revenue in the state treasury with each local
government’s share. The reimbursement under this section is provided by direct
payment from the state treasury rather than the ad hoc system that offset
certain state payments with local government collections due the state and
reimbursements made by percentage splits, with a local government remitting a
portion of collections to the state, retaining a portion, and in some cases sending
a portion to other local governments.

(2) The sources of dedicated revenue that were relinquished by local
governments in exchange for an entitlement share of the state general fund
were:
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(a) personal property tax reimbursements pursuant to sections 167(1)
through (5) and 169(6), Chapter 584, Laws of 1999;

(b) vehicle, boat, and aircraft taxes and fees pursuant to:

(1) Title 23, chapter 2, part 5;

(1) Title 23, chapter 2, part 6;

(i11) Title 23, chapter 2, part 8;

@iv) 61-3-317;

(v) 61-3-321;

(vi) Title 61, chapter 3, part 5, except for 61-3-509(3), as that subsection read
prior to the amendment of 61-3-509 in 2001;

(vi1) Title 61, chapter 3, part 7;

(viiil) 5% of the fees collected under 61-10-122;

(ix) 61-10-130;

(x) 61-10-148; and

(x1) 67-3-205;

(c) gaming revenue pursuant to Title 23, chapter 5, part 6, except for the
permit fee in 23-5-612(2)(a);

(d) district court fees pursuant to:

(1) 25-1-201, except those fees in 25-1-201(1)(d), (1)(g), and (1)();

(i1) 25-1-202;

(ii1) 25-9-506; and

@iv) 27-9-103;

(e) certificate of title fees for manufactured homes pursuant to 15-1-116;

() financial institution taxes collected pursuant to the former provisions of
Title 15, chapter 31, part 7;

(g) all beer, liquor, and wine taxes pursuant to:

(i) 16-1-404;

(1) 16-1-406; and

(ii1) 16-1-411;

(h) late filing fees pursuant to 61-3-220;

(1) title and registration fees pursuant to 61-3-203;

(j) veterans’ cemetery license plate fees pursuant to 61-3-459;
(k) county personalized license plate fees pursuant to 61-3-406;
(1) special mobile equipment fees pursuant to 61-3-431;

(m) single movement permit fees pursuant to 61-4-310;

(n) state aeronautics fees pursuant to 67-3-101; and

(0) department of natural resources and conservation payments in lieu of
taxes pursuant to Title 77, chapter 1, part 5.

(3) (a) Except as provided in subsection (3)(b), the total amount received by
each local government in fiscal year 2010 as an entitlement share payment
under this section is the base component for the fiscal year 2011 distribution,
and in each subsequent year the prior year entitlement share payment,
including any reimbursement payments received pursuant to subsection (7), is
each local government’s base component. The sum of all local governments’ base
components is the fiscal year entitlement share pool.



5 MONTANA SESSION LAWS 2015 Ch. 2

(b) The total amount received by each local government in fiscal year 2011 as
an entitlement share payment under this section is the base component for
fiscal year 2012 and 2013 distributions, and in each subsequent year the prior
year entitlement share payment, including any reimbursement payments
received pursuant to subsection (7), is each local government’s base component.
The sum of all local governments’ base components is the fiscal year entitlement
share pool.

(4) (a) With the exception of fiscal years 2012 and 2013, the base entitlement
share pool must be increased annually by an entitlement share growth rate as
provided for in this subsection (4). The amount determined through the
application of annual growth rates is the entitlement share pool for each fiscal
year, with the exception of fiscal years 2012 and 2013.

(b) By October 1 of each year, the department shall calculate the growth rate
of the entitlement share pool for the ewrrent next fiscal year in the following
manner:

(1) The department shall calculate the entitlement share growth rate based
on the ratio of two factors of state revenue sources for the first, second, and third
most recently completed fiscal years as recorded on the statewide budgeting and
accounting system. The first factor is the sum of the revenue for the first and
second previous completed fiscal years received from the sources referred to in
subseetion subsections (2)(b), (2)(c), and (2)(g) divided by the sum of the revenue
for the second and third previous completed fiscal years received from the same
sources multiplied by 0.75. The second factor is the sum of the revenue for the
first and second previous completed fiscal years received from individual income
tax as provided in Title 15, chapter 30, and corporate income tax as provided in
Title 15, chapter 31, divided by the sum of the revenue for the second and third
previous completed fiscal years received from the same sources multiplied by
0.25.

(i1) Except as provided in subsection (4)(b)(iii), the entitlement share growth
rate is the lesser of:

(A) the sum of the first factor plus the second factor; or

(B) 1.03 for counties, 1.0325 for consolidated local governments, and 1.035
for cities and towns.

(i11) In no instance can the entitlement growth factor be less than 1. The
entitlement share growth rate is applied to the most recently completed fiscal
year entitlement payment to determine the subsequent fiscal year payment.

(5) As used in this section, “local government” means a county, a
consolidated local government, an incorporated city, and an incorporated town.
A local government does not include a tax increment financing district provided
for in subsection (8). The county or consolidated local government is responsible
for making an allocation from the county’s or consolidated local government’s
share of the entitlement share pool to each special district within the county or
consolidated local government in a manner that reasonably reflects each special
district’s loss of revenue sources for which reimbursement is provided in this
section. The allocation for each special district that existed in 2002 must be
based on the relative proportion of the loss of revenue in 2002.

(6) (a) The entitlement share pools calculated in this section, the amounts
determined under 15-1-123(2) for local governments, the funding provided for in
subsection (8) of this section, and the amounts determined under 15-1-123(4) for
tax increment financing districts are statutorily appropriated, as provided in
17-7-502, from the general fund to the department for distribution to local
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governments. Except for the distribution made under 15-1-123(2)(b), the
distributions must be made on a quarterly basis.

(b) (1) The growth amount is the difference between the entitlement share
pool in the current fiscal year and the entitlement share pool in the previous
fiscal year. The growth factor in the entitlement share must be calculated
separately for:

(A) counties;
(B) consolidated local governments; and
(C) incorporated cities and towns.

(i1) In each fiscal year, the growth amount for counties must be allocated as
follows:

(A) 50% of the growth amount must be allocated based upon each county’s
percentage of the prior fiscal year entitlement share pool for all counties; and

(B) 50% of the growth amount must be allocated based upon the percentage
that each county’s population bears to the state population not residing within
consolidated local governments as determined by the latest interim year
population estimates from the Montana department of commerce as supplied by
the United States bureau of the census.

(111) In each fiscal year, the growth amount for consolidated local
governments must be allocated as follows:

(A) 50% of the growth amount must be allocated based upon each
consolidated local government’s percentage of the prior fiscal year entitlement
share pool for all consolidated local governments; and

(B) 50% of the growth amount must be allocated based upon the percentage
that each consolidated local government’s population bears to the state’s total
population residing within consolidated local governments as determined by the
latest interim year population estimates from the Montana department of
commerce as supplied by the United States bureau of the census.

(iv) In each fiscal year, the growth amount for incorporated cities and towns
must be allocated as follows:

(A) 50% of the growth amount must be allocated based upon each
incorporated city’s or town’s percentage of the prior fiscal year entitlement
share pool for all incorporated cities and towns; and

(B) 50% of the growth amount must be allocated based upon the percentage
that each city’s or town’s population bears to the state’s total population residing
within incorporated cities and towns as determined by the latest interim year
population estimates from the Montana department of commerce as supplied by
the United States bureau of the census.

(v) In each fiscal year, the amount of the entitlement share pool before the
growth amount or adjustments made under subsection (7) are applied is to be
distributed to each local government in the same manner as the entitlement
share pool was distributed in the prior fiscal year.

(7) If the legislature enacts a reimbursement provision that is to be
distributed pursuant to this section, the department shall determine the
reimbursement amount as provided in the enactment and add the appropriate
amount to the entitlement share distribution under this section. The total
entitlement share distributions in a fiscal year, including distributions made
pursuant to this subsection, equal the local fiscal year entitlement share pool.
The ratio of each local government’s distribution from the entitlement share
pool must be recomputed to determine each local government’s ratio to be used
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in the subsequent year’s distribution determination under subsections
(6)(b)(AD)(A), (6)(b)(ii1)(A), and (6)(b)(v)(A).

(8) (a) Except for a tax increment financing district entitled to a
reimbursement under 15-1-123(4), if a tax increment financing district was not
in existence during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2000, then the tax increment
financing district is not entitled to any funding. If a tax increment financing
district referred to in subsection (8)(b) terminates, then the funding for the
district provided for in subsection (8)(b) terminates.

(b) Except for the reimbursement made under 15-1-123(4)(b), one-half of the
payments provided for in this subsection (8)(b) must be made by November 30
and the other half by May 31 of each year. Subject to subsection (8)(a), the
entitlement share for tax increment financing districts is as follows:

Deer Lodge TTF District 1 $2,833
Deer Lodge TTF District 2 2,813
Flathead Kalispell - District 2 4,638
Flathead Kalispell - District 3 37,231
Flathead Whitefish District 148,194
Gallatin Bozeman - downtown 31,158
Missoula Missoula - 1-1C 225,251
Missoula Missoula - 4-1C 30,009
Silver Bow Butte - uptown 255,421

(9) The estimated fiscal year entitlement share pool and any subsequent
entitlement share pool for local governments do not include revenue received
from tax increment financing districts, from countywide transportation block
grants, or from countywide retirement block grants.

(10) When there has been an underpayment of a local government’s share of
the entitlement share pool, the department shall distribute the difference
between the underpayment and the correct amount of the entitlement share.
When there has been an overpayment of a local government’s entitlement share,
the local government shall remit the overpaid amount to the department.

(11) A local government may appeal the department’s estimation of the base
component, the entitlement share growth rate, or a local government’s
allocation of the entitlement share pool, according to the uniform dispute review
procedure in 15-1-211.

(12) A payment required pursuant to this section may not be offset by a debt
owed to a state agency by a local government in accordance with Title 17,
chapter 4, part 1.”

Approved February 10, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 3
[SB 33]

AN ACT REVISING REPORTS TO THE REVENUE AND
TRANSPORTATION INTERIM COMMITTEE; AND AMENDING SECTIONS
15-1-230, 15-24-3211, 15-32-703, 15-70-369, AND 61-10-154, MCA.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 15-1-230, MCA, is amended to read:
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“15-1-230. (Temporary) Report on income tax credit to committee.
The department shall report to the revenue and transportation interim
committee atleast-onee-each-year biennially the number and type of taxpayers
claiming the credit under 15-30-2328, the total amount of the credit claimed, the
total amount of the credit recaptured, and the department’s cost associated with
administering the credit. (Terminates December 31, 2019—secs. 2 through 8,
Ch. 317, L. 2013.)

Section 2. Section 15-24-3211, MCA, is amended to read:

“15-24-3211. Report to interim committee. By-September 15,2014 the
The department shall previde—a report to the revenue and transportation

interim committee biennially on the use of property tax abatement abatements
under 15-24-3202 and 15-24-3203. The committee shall, based on information
contained in the report, make recommendations to the next legislature on the
continuation or structure of the abatement.”

Section 3. Section 15-32-703, MCA, is amended to read:

“15-32-703. Biodiesel blending and storage tax credit— recapture —
report to interim committee. (1) An individual, corporation, partnership, or
small business corporation, as defined in 15-30-3301, may receive a credit
against taxes imposed by Title 15, chapter 30 or 31, for the costs of investments
in depreciable property used for storing or blending biodiesel with petroleum
diesel for sale.

(2) Subject to subsection (4), a special fuel distributor or an owner or
operator of a motor fuel outlet qualifying for a credit under this section is
entitled to claim a credit, as provided in subsection (3), for the costs described in
subsection (1) incurred in the 2 tax years before the taxpayer begins blending
biodiesel fuel for sale or in any tax year in which the taxpayer is blending
biodiesel fuel for sale.

(3) (a) The total amount of the credits for all years that may be claimed by a
distributor under this section is 15% of the costs described in subsection (1), up
to a total of $52,500.

(b) The total amount of the credits for all years that may be claimed by an
owner or operator of a motor fuel outlet under this section is 15% of the costs
described in subsection (1), up to a total of $7,500.

(4) The following requirements must also be met for a taxpayer to be entitled
to a tax credit under this section:

(a) The investment must be for depreciable property used primarily to blend
petroleum diesel with biodiesel made entirely from Montana-produced
feedstocks.

(b) Sales of biodiesel must be at least 2% of the taxpayer’s total diesel sales
by the end of the third year following the initial tax year in which the credit is
initially claimed.

(c) (1) The taxpayer claiming a credit must be a person who as an owner,
including a contract purchaser or lessee, or who pursuant to an agreement
owns, leases, or has a beneficial interest in a business that blends biodiesel.

(i1) If more than one person has an interest in a business with qualifying
property, they may allocate all or any part of the investment cost among
themselves and their successors or assigns.

(d) The business must be owned or leased during the tax year by the
taxpayer claiming the credit, except as otherwise provided in subsection (4)(c),
and, except for the 2 tax-year period claimed in subsection (2), must have been
blending biodiesel during the tax year for which the credit is claimed.
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(5) The credit provided by this section is not in lieu of any depreciation or
amortization deduction for the investment or other tax incentive to which the
taxpayer otherwise may be entitled under Title 15.

(6) A tax credit allowable under this section that is not completely used by
the taxpayer in the tax year in which the credit is initially claimed may be
carried forward for credit against the taxpayer’s tax liability for any succeeding
tax year until the total amount of the credit has been deducted from tax liability.
However, a credit may not be carried forward to any tax year in which the
facility is not blending biodiesel or storing biodiesel for blending or beyond the
7th tax year after the tax year for which the credit was initially claimed. If a
facility for which a credit is claimed ceases blending of biodiesel with petroleum
diesel for sale for a period of 12 continuous months within 5 years after the
initial claiming of a credit under this section or within 5 years after a year in
which the credit was carried forward or if the taxpayer claiming the credit fails
to satisfy the conditions of subsection (4)(b), the total credit is subject to
recapture. The person claiming the credit is liable for the total amount of the
credit in the event of recapture.

(7) The taxpayer’s adjusted basis for determining gain or loss may not be
further decreased by any tax credits allowed under this section.

(8) Ifthe taxpayer is a shareholder of an electing small business corporation,
the credit must be computed using the shareholder’s pro rata share of the
corporation’s cost of investing in the biodiesel blending facility. In all other
respects, the allowance and effect of the tax credit apply to the corporation as
otherwise provided by law.

(9) As used in this section, “biodiesel” has the meaning provided in
15-70-301.

(10) The department shall report to the revenue and transportation interim
committee atleast-onee-eachyear biennially regarding the number and type of
taxpayers claiming the credit under this section, the total amount of the credit
claimed, and the department’s cost associated with administering the credit.”

Section 4. Section 15-70-369, MCA, is amended to read:

“15-70-369. Refund for taxes paid on biodiesel by distributor or
retailer — statement — payment — appropriation — records — report
to interim committee. (1) A licensed distributor who pays the special fuel tax
under 15-70-343 on biodiesel, as defined in 15-70-301, may claim a refund equal
to 2 cents a gallon on biodiesel sold during the previous calendar quarter if the
biodiesel is produced entirely from biodiesel ingredients produced in Montana.

(2) The owner or operator of a retail motor fuel outlet may claim a refund
equal to 1 cent a gallon on biodiesel on which the special fuel tax has been paid
and that is purchased from a licensed distributor if the biodiesel is produced
entirely from biodiesel ingredients produced in Montana.

(3) (a) To receive the refund allowed under subsection (1) or (2), the licensed
distributor or the owner or operator of a motor fuel outlet shall file a statement
within 30 days after the end of each calendar quarter on a form provided by the
department.

(b) The statement provided by a licensed distributor must set forth
information required by the department, including the gallons of biodiesel sold
and the source of ingredients used to produce biodiesel.

(¢) The statement provided by the owner or operator of a retail motor fuel
outlet must set forth information required by the department, including the
gallons of biodiesel purchased.
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(4) The payment of the refund allowed by this section must be made by the
department within 90 days after the claim for a refund is filed by the licensed
distributor or the owner or operator of a retail motor fuel outlet. Tax refund
payments under this section are statutorily appropriated, as provided in
17-7-502, from the state general fund.

(5) The records of each licensed distributor or owner or operator of a retail
motor fuel outlet must be kept for a period of not more than 3 years and must
include receipts, invoices, and other information as the department may
require.

(6) The department or its authorized representative may examine the books,
papers, or records of any licensed distributor or owner or operator of a retail
motor fuel outlet.

(7) The department shall report to the revenue and transportation interim
committee atleast-onee-each-year biennially the number and type of taxpayers
claiming the refund under this section, the total amount of the refund claimed,
and the department’s cost associated with administering the refund.”

Section 5. Section 61-10-154, MCA, is amended to read:

“61-10-154. Department of transportation to adopt motor carrier
safety standards — enforcement — designation of peace officers —
duties — violations. (1) As used in this section, the terms “for-hire motor
carrier”’, “private motor carrier”, “gross vehicle weight rating”, and “gross
combination weight rating” have the same meaning as provided in 49 CFR
390.5.

(2) The department of transportation shall adopt, by rule, standards for
safety of operations of:

(a) any for-hire motor carrier or any private motor carrier;

(b) any motor vehicle or vehicle combination used in interstate commerce
that has a gross vehicle weight rating, gross combination weight rating, gross
vehicle weight, or gross combination weight, whichever is greater, of 10,001
pounds or more;

(c) any motor vehicle or vehicle combination used in intrastate commerce
that has a gross vehicle weight rating, gross combination weight rating, gross
vehicle weight, or gross combination weight, whichever is greater, of 26,001
pounds or more and that is not a farm vehicle operating solely in Montana;

(d) any motor vehicle that is designed or used to transport at least 16
passengers, including the driver, and that is not used to transport passengers
for compensation;

(e) any motor vehicle that is designed or used to transport at least nine
passengers, including the driver, for compensation; or

(f) any motor vehicle that is used to transport hazardous materials of a type
or quantity that requires the vehicle to be marked or placarded in accordance
with federal hazardous materials regulations in 49 CFR, part 172.

(3) Standards of safety adopted under this section must substantially
comply, within allowed tolerance guidelines, to the federal motor carrier safety
regulations and the federal hazardous material regulations as applied to motor
carriers and vehicles transporting passengers or property in commerce.

(4) The department of transportation shall work with the highway patrol in
the enforcement of safety standards adopted pursuant to this section. The
highway patrol and the department of transportation shall cooperate to ensure
minimum duplication and maximum coordination of enforcement efforts.
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(5) Inorder to enforce compliance with safety standards adopted pursuant to
this section, the department of transportation shall designate employees as
peace officers. The designated employees must be employed in the
administration of the motor carrier services functions of the department of
transportation. Each employee designated as a peace officer may:

(a) issue citations and make arrests in connection with violations of safety
standards adopted under this section;

(b) issue summons;

(c) accept bail;

(d) serve warrants for arrest;

(e) make reasonable inspections of cargo carried by commercial motor
vehicles;

(f) enforce the provisions of Title 49 of the United States Code and
regulations that have been adopted under Title 49 and make reasonable safety
inspections of commercial motor vehicles used by motor carriers; and

(g) require production of documents relating to the cargo, driver, routing, or
ownership of commercial motor vehicles.

(6) In addition to other enforcement duties assigned under 61-10-141 and
this section, an employee of the department of transportation who is appointed
as a peace officer pursuant to 61-12-201 or this section has:

(a) the same authority to enforce provisions of the motor carriers law as that
granted to the public service commission under 69-12-203;

(b) the duty to secure or make copies, or both, of all bills of lading or other
evidence of delivery for shipment of agricultural seeds, as defined in 80-5-120,
that have been sold or are intended for sale in Montana and to forward the copies
to the department of agriculture within 24 hours of the date that the bill of
lading was obtained; and

(c) the authority, if probable cause exists, to stop and inspect a supply tank
connected to the engine of any diesel-powered motor vehicle operating on the
public highways of this state in order to determine compliance with Title 15,
chapter 70, part 3.

(7) A violation of the standards adopted pursuant to this section is
punishable as provided in 61-9-512, and the court, upon conviction, as defined in
61-5-213, shall forward a record of conviction to the department within 5 days in
accordance with 61-11-101.

(8) The department of transportation shall report to the revenue and
transportation interim committee atteast-enee—each—year biennially on its
enforcement of the provisions of Title 15, chapter 70, part 3, pursuant to the
authority provided in subsection (6)(c) and on any impacts that enforcement has
had on the state special revenue fund.”

Approved February 10, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 4
[HB 63]

AN ACT MODERNIZING AND REVISING LICENSING REQUIREMENTS
AND REGULATION OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS, PROFESSIONAL
LAND SURVEYORS, ENGINEER INTERNS, LAND SURVEYOR INTERNS,
AND BUSINESSES OFFERING ENGINEERING AND LAND SURVEYING
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SERVICES; AMENDING SECTIONS 37-67-101, 37-67-103, 37-67-202,
37-67-312, 37-67-313, 37-67-314, AND 37-67-331, MCA; REPEALING
SECTIONS 37-67-302, 37-67-303, 37-67-305, 37-67-306, 37-67-307, 37-67-308,
37-67-309, 37-67-310, 37-67-311, 37-67-320, AND 37-67-321, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 37-67-101, MCA, is amended to read:

“37-67-101. Definitions. As used in this chapter, the following definitions
apply:

(1) “Board” means the board of professional engineers and professional land
surveyors provided for in 2-15-1763.

(2) “Branch office” means any office or location where business is conducted
that is not the headquarters, main office, home office, or other primary location of
a sole proprietorship, firm, partnership, or corporation for purposes of regulation
under [section 13].

2)(3) “Department” means the department of labor and industry provided
for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 17.

3)(4) “Engineer intern” means a person who complies with the
requirements for education, experience, and character and has passed an
examination in the fundamental engineering subjects, as provided in this
chapter.

“4)(5) (a) “Engineering survey” means all survey activities required to
support the sound conception, planning, design, construction, maintenance,
operation, and association of engineering projects;but-exeludes.

(b) The term does not include the surveying of real property for the
establishment of land boundaries, rights-of-way, easements, and the dependent
or independent surveys or resurveys of the public land survey system.

5)(6) “Land surveyor intern” means a person who has qualified for, taken,
and passed an examination on the basic disciplines of land surveying, as
provided in this chapter.

£6)(7) (a) “Practice of engineering” means:

(1) any service or creative work the adequate performance of which requires
engineering education, training, and experience in the application of special
knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to the
services or creative work as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning
and design of engineering works and systems, planning the use of water,
teaching of advanced engineering subjects, engineering surveys, and the
inspection of construction for the purpose of ensuring compliance with drawings
and specifications;

(i1) any of the functions described in subsection (6)}a)@) (7)(a)(i) that embrace
the services or work, either public or private, in connection with any utilities,
structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects,
and industrial or consumer products or equipment of mechanical, electrical,
hydraulic, pneumatic, or thermal nature insofar as they involve safeguarding
life, health, or property.

(b) The term includes other professional services necessary to the planning,
progress, and completion of any engineering services.

(c) The term does not include the work ordinarily performed by persons who
operate or maintain machinery or equipment, communication lines, signal
circuits, electric powerlines, or pipelines.
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€H(8) “Practice of land surveying” means any service or work, the
performance of which requires the application of special knowledge of the
principles of mathematics, physical sciences, applied sciences, and:

(a) the principles of property boundary law to the recovery and preservation
of evidence pertaining to earlier land surveys;

(b) teaching of land surveying subjects;

(c) measurement and allocation of lines, angles, elevations, and coordinate
systems;

(d) location of natural and constructed features in the air, on the surface of
the earth, within underground workings, and on the beds of bodies of water,
including work for the determination of areas and volumes;

(e) monumenting of property boundaries;

() platting and layout of lands and the subdivisions of land, including the
alignment and grades of streets and roads in subdivisions;

(g) preparation and perpetuation of maps, plats, field note records, and
property descriptions; and

(h) locating, relocating, establishing, reestablishing, laying out, or retracing
of any property line or boundary of any tract of land or road, right-of-way,
easement, right-of-way easement, alignment, or elevation of any of the fixed
works embraced within the practice of engineering.

8)(9) “Professional engineer” means a person who, by reason of special
knowledge and use of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences and
the principles and methods of engineering analysis and design acquired by
engineering education and engineering experience, is qualified to practice
engineering and who has been licensed as a professional engineer by the board.

€9)(10) “Professional land surveyor” means a person who:

(a) has been licensed as a land surveyor by the board;

(b) is a professional specialist in the technique, analysis, and application of
measuring land,;

(c) 1is skilled and educated in the principles of mathematically related
physical and applied sciences, relevant requirements of law for adequate
evidence, and all requisites to the surveying of real property; and

(d) 1s engaged in the practice of land surveying.

46)(11) “Responsible charge” means direct charge and control and personal
supervision either of engineering work or of land surveying. Only a professional
engineer or a professional land surveyor may legally assume responsible charge
under this chapter.”

Section 2. Section 37-67-103, MCA, is amended to read:

“37-67-103. Exemptions. The following are exempt from eeverage
licensure under this chapter:

(1) the practice of any other legally recognized professions or trades;

(2) the mere execution of work by a contractor, as distinguished from its
planning or design or the supervision of the construction of work as a lead
supervisor or superintendent;

(3) the work of an employee or a subordinate of a person holding a license
under this chapter or an employee of a person practicing lawfully under this
chapter if the work does not include final engineering or land surveying designs
or decisions and is done under the direct supervision of a person holding a
license under this chapter or a person practicing lawfully under this chapter;
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(4) the practice of professional engineering by licensed architects when the
practice is purely incidental to their practice of architecture.”

Section 3. Section 37-67-202, MCA, is amended to read:

“37-67-202. Rulemaking. The board may adopt rules;+
proeedure; reasonably necessary for the proper performance of its duties and the
regulation of the proceedings before it.”

Section 4. Application — contents — fees. An application must include
a completed form that must be accompanied by a nonrefundable application fee
prescribed by the board and all other required supplemental documents and
information. The form must be approved by the department.

Section 5. Qualifications of applicant for examination and
licensure as professional engineer. (1) An applicant who meets any of the
following sets of requirements must be admitted to the principles and practices
of engineering examination:

(a) a baccalaureate degree in engineering or engineering technology in a
board-approved curriculum, passage of the fundamentals of engineering
examination, certification as an engineer intern, a specific record of at least 4
years of progressive experience under the supervision of a licensed professional
engineer, and references as required by the board;

(b) a master’'s degree in engineering or engineering technology in a
board-approved curriculum, passage of the fundamentals of engineering
examination, certification as an engineer intern, a specific record of at least 4
years of progressive experience under the supervision of a licensed professional
engineer, and references as required by the board;

(c) a baccalaureate degree in an engineering, engineering technology, or
other science curriculum, passage of the fundamentals of engineering
examination, certification as an engineer intern, a specific record of at least 20
years of experience on engineering projects that indicate to the board that the
applicant is competent to practice engineering, with at least 10 years of that
experience under the supervision of a licensed professional engineer, and
references as required by the board;

(d) a doctoral degree in engineering from an institution with an engineering
program approved by the board, passage of the fundamentals of engineering
examination, certification as an engineer intern, a specific record of at least 2
years of progressive experience on engineering projects of a grade and character
that indicate to the board that the applicant is competent to practice
engineering, and references as required by the board; or

(e) a doctoral degree in engineering from an institution with an engineering
program approved by the board, a specific record of at least 4 years of
progressive experience on engineering projects that indicate to the board that
the applicant is competent to practice engineering, and references as required
by the board.

(2) Upon passage of the principles and practices of engineering examination,
an applicant must be granted a license to practice engineering in this state.

Section 6. Qualifications of applicant for certification as engineer
intern. An applicant who meets any of the following sets of requirements must
be granted a certificate as an engineer intern:

(1) a baccalaureate or master’s degree in engineering or engineering
technology in a curriculum approved by the board, passage of the fundamentals
of engineering examination, and references as required by the board; or
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(2) a baccalaureate degree in a science curriculum other than a
board-approved engineering or engineering technology curriculum, passage of
the fundamentals of engineering examination, a specific record of at least 4
years of progressive experience under the supervision of a licensed professional
engineer, and references as required by the board. An applicant approved for
certification pursuant to this subsection is eligible for licensure as a professional
engineer only under [section 5(1)(c)].

(3) Certification as an engineer intern does not authorize the holder to
practice as a professional engineer.

Section 7. Qualifications of applicant for examination and
licensure as professional land surveyor. (1) An applicant who meets any of
the following sets of requirements must be admitted to the principles and
practices of surveying examination and the Montana state-specific land
surveyor examination:

(a) abaccalaureate degree in land surveying that meets the board-approved
land surveying curriculum, passage of the fundamentals of surveying
examination, at least 4 years of combined office and field experience in land
surveying under the direct supervision of a licensed professional land surveyor
of which at least 3 years must be progressive experience on land surveying
projects, and references and exhibits of land surveying projects as required by
the board;

(b) an associate degree in land surveying that meets the board-approved
land surveying curriculum, passage of the fundamentals of surveying
examination, at least 6 years of combined office and field experience in land
surveying under the direct supervision of a licensed professional land surveyor
of which at least 4 1/2 years must be progressive experience on land surveying
projects, and references and exhibits of land surveying projects as required by
the board;

(c) a baccalaureate degree with a minor in land surveying that meets the
board-approved land surveying curriculum, passage of the fundamentals of
surveying examination, at least 6 years of combined office and field experience
in land surveying under the direct supervision of a licensed professional land
surveyor of which at least 4 1/2 years must be progressive experience on land
surveying projects, and references and exhibits of land surveying projects as
required by the board; or

(d) before October 1, 2022, passage of the fundamentals of surveying
examination, at least 10 years of combined office and field experience in land
surveying under the direct supervision of a licensed professional land surveyor
of which at least 6 years must be progressive experience on land surveying
projects, and references and exhibits of land surveying projects as required by
the board.

(2) Upon passage of both examinations, the applicant must be granted a
license to practice land surveying in this state.

Section 8. Qualifications of applicant for examination and
certification as land surveyor intern. (1) An applicant who meets any of the
following sets of requirements must be admitted to the fundamentals of
surveying examination:

(a) abaccalaureate degree in land surveying that meets the board-approved
land surveying curriculum, passage of the fundamentals of surveying
examination, and references as required by the board;
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(b) an associate degree in land surveying that meets the board-approved
land surveying curriculum, passage of the fundamentals of surveying
examination, and references as required by the board;

(c) a baccalaureate degree with a minor in land surveying that meets the
board-approved land surveying curriculum, passage of the fundamentals of
surveying examination, and references as required by the board; or

(d) Dbefore October 1, 2022, passage of the fundamentals of surveying
examination, at least 6 years of combined office and field experience in land
surveying under the direct supervision of a licensed professional land surveyor
of which at least 4 1/2 years must be progressive experience in charge of land
surveying projects, and references and exhibits as required by the board.

(2) Upon passage of the fundamentals of surveying examination, an
applicant must be granted a certificate as a Montana land surveyor intern.

(3) Certification as a land surveyor intern does not authorize the holder to
practice as a professional land surveyor.

Section 9. Examinations — fees — third-party services. (1)
Examinations will be at times and places established by the board or by a
third-party examination services provider. The board recognizes the following
examinations for licensure or certification:

(a) the fundamentals of engineering examination;

(b) the principles and practices of engineering examination;

(c) the fundamentals of surveying examination;

(d) the principles and practices of surveying examination; and

(e) the Montana state-specific land surveyor examination.

(2) The fees for examinations shall be set by the board or by a third party
contracted by the board to provide examination services. The board may charge
a fee for reexamination, a rescheduling of an examination, or an additional
examination not required for licensure or certification.

(38) The board may use a third party to provide examination and grading
services.

(4) The board reserves the right to require applicants to meet all
requirements for licensure or certification prior to being admitted to an exam
but may waive this requirement as part of an agreement with a third-party
examination services provider.

(5) All examination fees are nonrefundable.

Section 10. Section 37-67-312, MCA, is amended to read:

“37-67-312. Licensure of professional engineers without
examination by comity erendersement. i ifi
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{3} A person holding a license or certificate of registration to engage in the
practice of engineering in another state, territory, or possession of the United
States, the District of Columbia, or any foreign country may be issued a license
in this state if the person applies in the manner required by the board, meets the
qualifications provided in 37-67-306 [section 5], and has-taken-andpassed-the
ex&mﬂa&%}eﬁ&pfeﬂdeekfeﬂﬁ%?-%—%{%&ﬁd%q-% has passed the principles
and practzces of englneeang examination. Thepexpeﬂeﬂee—fequﬁeﬁaeﬂés—ef

An applzcant whose anal licensure in another state does not meet the experzence
requirements of [section 5] must be required to demonstrate 2 years of
postlicensure experience for each year of prelicensure deficiency.”

Section 11. Section 37-67-313, MCA, is amended to read:

“37-67-313. Comity consideration for land surveyors from other
st&tes Ltcensure ofprofesswnal land surveyors by comtty (—Hﬂ—pefseﬁ

£2) A person holding a license or certificate of registration to engage in the
practice of land surveying in another state, territory, or possession of the United
States, the District of Columbia, or any foreign country may be issued a license
in this state if the person applies in the manner required by the board, meets the
quahﬁcatlons prov1ded in 34-65?-399 [section 7] has—&akeﬁ—aﬂel passed—the

passed the prlnczples and practzces of surueymg examznatzon and the Montana
state-specific land surveyor examination. The experience requirements of
3767309 [section 7] may be met with experience gained after initial licensure
that indicates to the board that the applicant is competent to practice land
surveying. An applicant whose initial licensure in another state does not meet
the experience requirements of [section 7] must be required to demonstrate 2
years of postlicensure experience for each year of prelicensure deficiency.”

Section 12. Section 37-67-314, MCA, is amended to read:

“37-67-314. Issuance of licenses — seal of professional engineer or
professional land surveyor —enrelment—eard—for—interns. (1) The
department shall issue to an applicant who, 1n the 0p1n10n of the board, has met
the requirements of this chapter a license
authorizing the applicant to engage in the practice of engineering or the practice
of land surveying and to assume responsible charge of engineering or land
surveying projects in this state. The license for a professional engineer must
carry the designation “professional engineer” and for a professional land
surveyor; “professional land surveyor’— -must-give and must include the full
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(2) Each licensee may, upon licensure, obtain a seal of a design authorized by
the board. The licensee shall sign, date, and seal professional or technical
documents created in the practice of professional engineering or professional
land surveying.

(3) A license is prima facie evidence that the named person is entitled to all
rights, privileges, and responsibilities of a professional engineer or professional
land surveyor while the license remains valid.

(4) It is unlawful for a licensee whose license has expired to sign or seal any
professional or technical document or be in responsible charge of a professional
engineering or professional land surveying project.”

Section 13. Certificate of authorization. (1) Abusiness entity registered
with the Montana secretary of state:

(a) shall obtain a certificate of authorization from the board before engaging
in the practice of professional engineering or professional land surveying; and

(b) may engage in the practice of professional engineering or professional
land surveying in this state if at least one employee of the business entity is
licensed by the board and identified as being in responsible charge of
professional engineering or professional land surveying work performed in this
state.

(2) Abusiness entity with one or more branch offices or business locations in
Montana shall apply for a certificate of authorization for the main office and list
each branch office or business location and at least one employee of the business
entity who is licensed by the board and identified as being in responsible charge
of professional engineering or professional land surveying work performed in
this state.

(38) A sole proprietor who is not required to register with the Montana
secretary of state is not required to apply for a certificate of authorization.
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Section 14. Emeritus status. On October 1, 2015, any licensee previously
approved for emeritus status under this chapter becomes an inactive licensee
subject to rules of the board regarding inactive licensee status.

Section 15. Section 37-67-331, MCA, is amended to read:

“37-67-331. Revocation, suspension, er—refusal-to—renew lieense
restriction, or limitation of license — grounds —preecedure—
reinstatement. (1) The board may reprimand a licensee or revoke, suspend, or
refuse-to-renew restrict or limit the license of a licensee found respons1ble for:

tenrirdop-desoitin-chbain: License:

b)(1) gross neghgence incompetency, or misconduct in the practice of
professional engineering or professional land surveying as—ateensed
professional engineer or professional land survevor;

)

(e)—afelony:
{b(2) aviolation of rules for professional conduct for professional engineers
and professional land surveyors adopted by the board or
£e)(. 3) failing to comply with
state laws and rules pertaznmg to the practice of
professional engineering or professzonal land surveying.

Section 16. Repealer. The following sections of the Montana Code
Annotated are repealed:

37-67-302. Practice without a license a public nuisance.
37-67-303. Application — contents — examination — fees.

37-67-305. General qualifications of applicants for licensure as professional
engineer or certification as engineer intern.

37-67-306. Qualifications of applicant for licensure as professional engineer.
37-67-307. Qualifications of applicant for registration as engineer intern.

37-67-308. General qualifications of applicants for licensure as professional
land surveyor or certification as land surveyor intern.

37-67-309. Qualifications of applicant for licensure as professional land
surveyor.

37-67-310. Qualifications of applicant for certification as land surveyor
intern.

37-67-311. [Examinations — fees — third-party services.
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37-67-320. Sole proprietorships, firms, partnerships, and corporations —
requirements — exceptions.
37-67-321. Emeritus status.

Section 17. Codification instruction. [Sections 4 through 9, 13, and 14]
are intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 37, chapter 67, part 3, and
the provisions of Title 37, chapter 67, part 3, apply to [sections 4 through 9, 13,
and 14].

Section 18. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.
Approved February 12, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 5
[HB 82]

AN ACT ALLOWING DEVELOPMENT OF A BOAT DOCK AT WILD HORSE
ISLAND STATE PARK; AND AMENDING SECTION 77-1-405, MCA.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 77-1-405, MCA, is amended to read:

“77-1-405. Island parks established — development limited. (1) In
order to retain the integrity of the recreational experience associated with
Montana’s river and lake islands, development of undisputed state-owned or
state-leased island property, which is hereby designated as island parks,
including islands designated as state property under 70-18-203, lying within
and surrounded by a navigable river, stream, or lake is limited, after April 30,
1997, to:

(a) the installation of minimal signage indicating that the island is a
designated island park in which development has been limited and encouraging
the public to help in maintaining the island park’s primitive character by
packing out trash;

(b) necessary latrine facilities if approved by the state parks and recreation
board established in 2-15-3406;

(c) footings or pilings necessary for the construction of a bridge; and

(d) oil and gas leasing; and

(e) development of a boat dock at Wild Horse Island state park.

(2) Improvements made to and agricultural operations on state-owned or
state-leased island property prior to April 30, 1997, may be maintained or
continued, but further development is limited as provided in this section.

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of 77-1-203 regarding multiple-use
management, the legislature finds that the highest and best use of island
property administered as school trust land, except islands designated as natural
areas pursuant to Title 76, chapter 12, is for recreation and grazing and that
those islands should be left in as primitive a state as possible to protect from the
loss of potential future revenue that could result from the failure to leave the
islands in an undeveloped condition.

(4) For purposes of this section, state ownership or state lease of island
property is disputed if the dispute arises before, on, or after April 30, 1997.”

Approved February 13, 2015
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CHAPTER NO. 6
[HB 121]

AN ACT EXTENDING THE APPLICATION OF THE BOND VALIDATING
ACT; AMENDING SECTION 17-5-205, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 17-5-205, MCA, is amended to read:

“17-5-205. Application. The application of the Bond Validating Act, Title
17, chapter 5, part 2, is extended to bonds issued and proceedings taken prior to

February 18,2013 [the effective date of this act].”

Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.
Approved February 13, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 7
[HB 125]

AN ACT REVISING A DEFINITION CONCERNING STATE AGENCY
EXPENDITURES TO REFLECT A TERMINOLOGY CHANGE BY THE
GOVERNMENTAL ACCOUNTING STANDARDS BOARD; AMENDING
SECTION 17-8-107, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE
DATE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:
Section 1. Section 17-8-107, MCA, is amended to read:
“17-8-107. Limitations on spending deferred revenue inflows of

resources — exception — definition. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2),

no agency, including any unit of the university system, may expend deferred

revente inflows of resources for current fiscal year operations. Fer-purposes-of

o115 & & O

(2) The Montana historical society is exempt from the provisions of
subsection (1) to the extent that the expenditure of deferred revenue inflows of
resources received from magazine subscription fees is necessary to finance
current fiscal year operations for the publication of its magazine of western
history.

(3) For purposes of this section, “deferred inflows of resources” means funds
received in one fiscal year but properly allocable and recorded as revenue in the
subsequent fiscal year.”

Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.

Approved February 13, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 8
[HB 31]

AN ACT REVISING SCHOOL FINANCE LAWS; CLARIFYING THE RATIO
OF SPECIAL EDUCATION ALLOWABLE COST PAYMENT USED TO
CALCULATE A DISTRICT'S MAXIMUM GENERAL FUND BUDGET;
DEFINING “GUARANTEED TAX BASE AID BUDGET AREA”; CLARIFYING
THE FORMULA FOR DETERMINING THE STATEWIDE ELEMENTARY
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GUARANTEED TAX BASE RATIO AND THE STATEWIDE HIGH SCHOOL
GUARANTEED TAX BASE RATIO; CLARIFYING THE FORMULA USED TO
CALCULATE A DISTRICT'S GUARANTEED TAX BASE AID; PERMITTING
TRUSTEES TO PURCHASE AND MAINTAIN COMMUNICATION
SYSTEMS OR SAFETY DEVICES FOR BUSES OWNED OR RENTED BY
THE SCHOOL DISTRICT; EXPANDING THE USE OF THE BUS
DEPRECIATION RESERVE FUND TO INCLUDE COMMUNICATION
SYSTEMS AND SAFETY DEVICES INSTALLED ON A BUS; AMENDING
SECTIONS 20-9-306, 20-9-366, 20-9-368, 20-10-107, AND 20-10-147, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 20-9-306, MCA, is amended to read:

“20-9-306. Definitions. As used in this title, unless the context clearly
indicates otherwise, the following definitions apply:

(1) “BASE” means base amount for school equity.

(2) “BASE aid” means:

(a) direct state aid for 44.7% of the basic entitlement and 44.7% of the total
per-ANB entitlement for the general fund budget of a district;

(b) startinginfiseal-year2015; the natural resource development K-12
funding payment for a variable percentage of the basic and per-ANB
entitlements above the direct state aid for the general fund budget of a district,
as referenced in subsection (10);

(c) guaranteed tax base aid for an eligible district for any amount up to
35.3% of the basic entitlement, up to 35.3% of the total per-ANB entitlement
budgeted in the general fund budget of a district, and 40% of the special
education allowable cost payment;

(d) the total quality educator payment;

(e) the total at-risk student payment;

(f) the total Indian education for all payment;

(g) the total American Indian achievement gap payment; and

(h) the total data-for-achievement payment.

(3) “BASE budget” means the minimum general fund budget of a district,
which includes 80% of the basic entitlement, 80% of the total per-ANB
entitlement, 100% of the total quality educator payment, 100% of the total
at-risk student payment, 100% of the total Indian education for all payment,
100% of the total American Indian achievement gap payment, 100% of the total
data-for-achievement payment, and 140% of the special education allowable
cost payment.

(4) “BASE budget levy” means the district levy in support of the BASE
budget of a district, which may be supplemented by guaranteed tax base aid if
the district is eligible under the provisions of 20-9-366 through 20-9-369.

(5) “BASE funding program” means the state program for the equitable
distribution of the state’s share of the cost of Montana’s basic system of public
elementary schools and high schools, through county equalization aid as
provided in 20-9-331 and 20-9-333 and state equalization aid as provided in
20-9-343, in support of the BASE budgets of districts and special education
allowable cost payments as provided in 20-9-321.

(6) “Basic entitlement” means:

(a) for each high school district:
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(1) $290,000 for fiscal years 2014 and 2015 and $300,000 for each succeeding
fiscal year for school districts with an ANB of 800 or fewer; and

(1) $290,000 for fiscal years 2014 and 2015 and $300,000 for each succeeding
fiscal year for school districts with an ANB of more than 800, plus $12,000 for

fiscal years 2014 and 2015 and $15,000 for each succeeding fiscal year for each
additional 80 ANB over 800;

(b) for each elementary school district or K-12 district elementary program
without an approved and accredited junior high school, 7th and 8th grade
program, or middle school:

(1) $40,000 for fiscal years 2014 and 2015 and $50,000 for each succeeding
fiscal year for school districts or K-12 district elementary programs with an
ANB of 250 or fewer; and

(i1) $40,000 for fiscal years 2014 and 2015 and $50,000 for each succeeding
fiscal year for school districts or K-12 district elementary programs with an
ANB of more than 250, plus $2,000 for fiscal years 2014 and 2015 and $2,500 for
each succeeding fiscal year for each additional 25 ANB over 250;

(c) for each elementary school district or K-12 district elementary program
with an approved and accredited junior high school, 7th and 8th grade program,
or middle school:

(1) for the district’s kindergarten through grade 6 elementary program:

(A) $40,000 for fiscal years 2014 and 2015 and $50,000 for each succeeding
fiscal year for school districts or K-12 district elementary programs with an
ANB of 250 or fewer; and

(B) $40,000 for fiscal years 2014 and 2015 and $50,000 for each succeeding
fiscal year for school districts or K-12 district elementary programs with an
ANB of more than 250, plus $2,000 for fiscal years 2014 and 2015 and $2,500 for
each succeeding fiscal year for each additional 25 ANB over 250; and

(i1) for the district’s approved and accredited junior high school, 7th and 8th
grade programs, or middle school:

(A) $80,000 for fiscal years 2014 and 2015 and $100,000 for each succeeding
fiscal year for school districts or K-12 district elementary programs with
combined grades 7 and 8 with an ANB of 450 or fewer; and

(B) $80,000 for fiscal years 2014 and 2015 and $100,000 for each succeeding
fiscal year for school districts or K-12 district elementary programs with
combined grades 7 and 8 with an ANB of more than 450, plus $4,000 for fiscal
years 2014 and 2015 and $5,000 for each succeeding fiscal year for each
additional 45 ANB over 450.

(7) “Budget unit” means the unit for which the ANB of a district is calculated
separately pursuant to 20-9-311.

(8) “Direct state aid” means 44.7% of the basic entitlement and 44.7% of the
total per-ANB entitlement for the general fund budget of a district and funded
with state and county equalization aid.

(9) “Maximum general fund budget” means a district’s general fund budget
amount calculated from the basic entitlement for the district, the total per-ANB
entitlement for the district, the total quality educator payment, the total at-risk
student payment, the total Indian education for all payment, the total American
Indian achievement gap payment, the total data-for-achievement payment, and
the greater of the district’s special education allowable cost payment multiplied
by:

(a) 175% of special education allowable cost payvments: or
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(b) the ratio, expressed as a percentage, of the district’s special education
allowable cost expenditures to the district’s special education allowable cost
payment for the fiscal year that is 2 years previous, with a maximum allowable
ratio of 200%.

(10) “Natural resource development K-12 funding payment” means the
payment;-starting-infisealyear-2015; of a variable percentage of the basic and
per-ANB entitlements above the direct state aid for the general fund budget of a
district. The total payment to school districts may not exceed the greater of 50%
of the fiscal year 2012 oil and natural gas production taxes deposited into the
general fund pursuant to 15-36-331(4) or 50% of the oil and natural gas
production taxes deposited into the general fund pursuant to 15-36-331(4) for
the fiscal year occurring 2 fiscal years prior to the school fiscal year in which the
payment is provided, plus any excess interest and income revenue appropriated
by the legislature pursuant to 20-9-622(2)(a). The amount of the natural
resource development K-12 funding payment must be determined as follows:

(a) for fiscal year 2015, $3 million; and

(b) for fiscal year 2016 and each subsequent year, the payment must be,
subject to the limitations of this subsection (10), an amount sufficient to offset
any estimated increase in statewide revenue from the general fund BASE
budget levy provided for in 20-9-141 that is anticipated to result from increases
in the basic or per-ANB entitlements plus any excess interest and income
revenue appropriated by the legislature pursuant to 20-9-622(2)(a). The
superintendent of public instruction shall incorporate a natural resource
development K-12 funding payment calculated in compliance with this
subsection (10)(b) in preparing and submitting an agency budget pursuant to
17-7-111 and 17-7-112.

(11) “Over-BASE budget levy” means the district levy in support of any
general fund amount budgeted that is above the BASE budget and below the
maximum general fund budget for a district.

(12) “Total American Indian achievement gap payment” means the payment
resulting from multiplying $200 times the number of American Indian students
enrolled in the district as provided in 20-9-330.

(13) “Total at-risk student payment” means the payment resulting from the
distribution of any funds appropriated for the purposes of 20-9-328.

(14) “Total Indian education for all payment” means the payment resulting
from multiplying $20.40 times the ANB of the district or $100 for each district,
whichever is greater, as provided for in 20-9-329.

(15) “Total per-ANB entitlement” means the district entitlement resulting
from the following calculations and using either the current year ANB or the
3-year ANB provided for in 20-9-311:

(a) for a high school district or a K-12 district high school program, a
maximum rate of $6,555 for fiscal year 2014 and $6,691 for each succeeding
fiscal year for the first ANB, decreased at the rate of 50 cents per ANB for each
additional ANB of the district up through 800 ANB, with each ANB in excess of
800 receiving the same amount of entitlement as the 800th ANB;

(b) for an elementary school district or a K-12 district elementary program
without an approved and accredited junior high school, 7th and 8th grade
program, or middle school, a maximum rate of $5,120 for fiscal year 2014 and
$5,226 for each succeeding fiscal year for the first ANB, decreased at the rate of
20 cents per ANB for each additional ANB of the district up through 1,000 ANB,
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with each ANB in excess of 1,000 receiving the same amount of entitlement as
the 1,000th ANB; and

(c) for an elementary school district or a K-12 district elementary program
with an approved and accredited junior high school, 7th and 8th grade program,
or middle school, the sum of:

(1) a maximum rate of $5,120 for fiscal year 2014 and $5,226 for each
succeeding fiscal year for the first ANB for kindergarten through grade 6,
decreased at the rate of 20 cents per ANB for each additional ANB up through
1,000 ANB, with each ANB in excess of 1,000 receiving the same amount of
entitlement as the 1,000th ANB; and

(i1) a maximum rate of $6,555 for fiscal year 2014 and $6,691 for each
succeeding fiscal year for the first ANB for grades 7 and 8, decreased at the rate
of 50 cents per ANB for each additional ANB for grades 7 and 8 up through 800
ANB, with each ANB in excess of 800 receiving the same amount of entitlement
as the 800th ANB.

(16) “Total data-for-achievement payment” means the payment calculated
as provided in 20-9-325.

(17) “Total quality educator payment” means the payment resulting from
multiplying $3,042 by the number of full-time equivalent educators as provided
in 20-9-327.”

Section 2. Section 20-9-366, MCA, is amended to read:

“20-9-366. Definitions. As used in 20-9-366 through 20-9-371, the
following definitions apply:

(1) “County retirement mill value per elementary ANB” or “county
retirement mill value per high school ANB” means the sum of the taxable
valuation in the previous year of all property in the county divided by 1,000,
with the quotient divided by the total county elementary ANB count or the total
county high school ANB count used to calculate the elementary school districts’
and high school districts’ earrent prior year total per-ANB entitlement
amounts.

(2) (a) “District guaranteed tax base ratio” for guaranteed tax base funding
for the BASE budget of an eligible district means the taxable valuation in the
previous year of all property in the district, except for property value
disregarded because of protested taxes under 15-1-409(2) or property subject to
the creation of a new school dlstrlct under 20 6-326, d1v1ded by the sumef%he
district’s e

speeialredue&%}eﬂéaﬂewab}&eesﬂaaymeﬁtprwr year GTBA budget area.

(b) “District mill value per ANB”, for school facility entitlement purposes,
means the taxable valuation in the previous year of all property in the district,
except for property subject to the creation of a new school district under
20-6-326, divided by 1,000, with the quotient divided by the ANB count of the
district used to calculate the district’s eurrent prior year total per-ANB
entitlement amount.

(3) “Facility guaranteed mill value per ANB”, for school facility entitlement
guaranteed tax base purposes, means the sum of the taxable valuation in the
previous year of all property in the state, multiplied by 140% and divided by
1,000, with the quotient divided by the total state elementary ANB count or the
total state high school ANB count used to calculate the elementary school
districts’ and high school districts’ earrent prior year total per-ANB entitlement
amounts.
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(4) “Guaranteed tax base aid budget area” or “GTBA budget area” means the
portion of adistrict’s BASE budget after the following payments are subtracted:

(a) direct state aid;

(b) the total data-for-achievement payment;

(c) the total quality educator payment;

(d) the total at-risk student payment;

(e) the total Indian education for all payment;

(f) the total American Indian achievement gap payment,; and
(g) the state special education allowable cost payment.

“)(5) (a) “Statewide elementary guaranteed tax base ratio” or “statewide
high school guaranteed tax base ratio”, for guaranteed tax base funding for the
BASE budget of an eligible district, means the sum of the taxable valuation in
the prev1ous year of all property in the state multlphed by 193% and d1V1ded by
the 0 v

bre S8 sta ‘prtor
year statewzde GTBA budget area for the state elementary school districts or the
state high school districts.

(b) “Statewide mill value per elementary ANB” or “statewide mill value per
high school ANB”, for school retirement guaranteed tax base purposes, means
the sum of the taxable valuation in the previous year of all property in the state,
multiplied by 121% and divided by 1,000, with the quotient divided by the total
state elementary ANB count or the total state high school ANB amount used to
calculate the elementary school districts’ and high school districts’ eurrent
prior year total per-ANB entitlement amounts.”

Section 3. Section 20-9-368, MCA, is amended to read:

“20-9-368. Amount of guaranteed tax base aid. (1) The amount of
guaranteed tax base aid per ANB that a county may receive in support of the
retirement fund budgets of the elementary school districts in the county is the
difference between the county mill value per elementary ANB and the statewide
mill value per elementary ANB, multiplied by the number of mills levied in
support of the retirement fund budgets for the elementary districts in the
county.

(2) The amount of guaranteed tax base aid per ANB that a county may
receive in support of the retirement fund budgets of the high school districts in
the county is the difference between the county mill value per high school ANB
and the statewide mill value per high school ANB, multiplied by the number of
mills levied in support of the retirement fund budgets for the high school
districts in the county.

(3) The amount of guaranteed tax base aid that a district may receive in
support of up to 35.3% of the basic entitlement, up to 35.3% of the total per-ANB
entitlement budgeted within the general fund budget, and up to 40% of the
special education payment is calculated in the following manner:

(a) multiply the sum of the district’s BASE-budget-amount less-direetstate
aid prior year GTBA budget area by the corresponding statewide guaranteed tax
base ratio;

(b) subtract the prior year taxable valuation of the district from the product
obtained in subsection (3)(a); and

(c) divide the remainder by 1,000 to determine the equivalent to the dollar
amount of guaranteed tax base aid for each mill levied.
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(4) Guaranteed tax base aid provided to any county or district under this
section is earmarked to finance the fund or portion of the fund for which it is
provided. If a county or district receives more guaranteed tax base aid than it is
entitled to, the excess must be returned to the state as required by 20-9-344.”

Section 4. Section 20-10-107, MCA, is amended to read:

“20-10-107. Power of trustees. The trustees of any district shall-havethe
power-to may:

(1) purchase or rent a school bus;

(2) purchase or rent a twe-wayradio communication system or safety device
for a school bus when the trustees authorize a twe-way—radie communication
system or safety device as standard equipment in a school bus because sueh the
bus is operated where weather and road conditions may constitute a hazard to
the safety of the school pupil passengers;

(3) provide for the operation, maintenance, and insurance of a school bus or a
two-way—radie communication system or safety device owned or rented by the
district; or

(4) contract with a private party for the transportation of eligible
transportees;andsueh. The contract shall may not exceed the term of 5 years.”

Section 5. Section 20-10-147, MCA, is amended to read:

“20-10-147. Bus depreciation reserve fund. (1) The trustees of a district
owning a bus er-atwoe-wayradie used for purposes of transportation, as defined
in 20-10-101, or for purposes of conveying pupils to and from school functions or
activities may establish a bus depreciation reserve fund to be used for the
conversion, remodeling, or rebuilding of a bus or for the replacement of a bus or
racio communication systems and safety devices installed on the bus, including
but not limited to global positioning systems, cameras, and two-way radios. The
trustees of a district may also use the bus depreciation reserve fund to purchase
an additional bus for purposes of transportation, as defined in 20-10-101.

(2) Whenever a bus depreciation reserve fund is established, the trustees
may include in the district’s budget, in accordance with the school budgeting
provisions of this title, an amount each year that does not exceed 20% of the
original cost of a bus or a—twe-wayradie communication systems and safety
devices installed on the bus. The amount budgeted may not, over time, exceed
150% of the original cost of a bus or twe-wayradie communication systems and
safety devices installed on the bus. The annual revenue requirement for each
district’s bus depreciation reserve fund, determined within the limitations of
this section, must be reported by the county superintendent to the county
commissioners by the later of the first Tuesday in September or within 30
calendar days after receiving certified taxable values as the bus depreciation
reserve fund levy requirement for that district, and a levy must be made by the
county commissioners in accordance with 20-9-142.

(3) Any expenditure of bus depreciation reserve fund money must be within
the limitations of the district’s final bus depreciation reserve fund budget and
the school financial administration provisions of this title and may be made only
to convert, remodel, or rebuild buses, to replace the buses or radies
communication systems and safety devices installed on the bus, or for the
purchase of an additional bus as provided in subsection (1), for which the bus
depreciation reserve fund was created.”

Section 6. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 2015.
Approved February 13, 2015
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CHAPTER NO. 9
[HB 56]

AN ACT REVISING THE VALUATION OF CERTAIN CLASS THREE
AGRICULTURAL PROPERTY; AMENDING SECTION 15-7-202, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 15-7-202, MCA, is amended to read:

“15-7-202. Eligibility of land for valuation as agricultural. (1) (a)
Contiguous parcels of land totaling 160 acres or more under one ownership are
eligible for valuation, assessment, and taxation as agricultural land each year
that none of the parcels is devoted to a residential, commercial, or industrial use.

(b) (i) Contiguous parcels of land of 20 acres or more but less than 160 acres
under one ownership that are actively devoted to agricultural use are eligible for
valuation, assessment, and taxation as agricultural land if:

(A) the land is used primarily for raising and marketing, as defined in
subsection (1)(c), products that meet the definition of agricultural in 15-1-101
and if, except as provided in subsection (3), the owner or the owner’s immediate
family members, agent, employee, or lessee markets not less than $1,500 in
annual gross income from the raising of agricultural products produced by the
land; or

(B) the parcels would have met the qualification set out in subsection
(1)(b)(1)(A) were it not for independent, intervening causes of production failure
beyond the control of the producer or a marketing delay for economic advantage,
in which case proof of qualification in a prior year will suffice.

(i) Noncontiguous parcels of land that meet the income requirement of
subsection (1)(b)(1) are eligible for valuation, assessment, and taxation as
agricultural land under subsection (1)(b)(i) if:

(A) the land is an integral part of a bona fide agricultural operation
undertaken by the persons set forth in subsection (1)(b)(i) as defined in this
section; and

(B) the land is not devoted to a residential, commercial, or industrial use.

(iii) Parcels of land that are part of a family-operated farm, family
corporation, family partnership, sole proprietorship, or family trust that is
involved in Montana agricultural production consisting of 20 acres or more but
less than 160 acres that do not meet the income requirement of subsection
(1)(b)(1)) may also be valued, assessed, and taxed as agricultural land if the
owner:

(A) applies to the department requesting classification of the parcel as
agricultural;

(B) verifies that the parcel of land is greater than 20 acres but less than 160
acres and that the parcel is located within 15 air miles of the family-operated
farming entity referred to in subsection (1)(b)(iii)(C); and

(C) verifies that:

(I) the owner of the parcel is involved in agricultural production by
submitting proof that 51% or more of the owner’s Montana annual gross income
is derived from agricultural production; and

(II) property taxes on the property are paid by a family corporation, family
partnership, sole proprietorship, or family trust that is involved in Montana
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agricultural production and 51% of the entity’s Montana annual gross income is
derived from agricultural production; or

(IIT) the owner is a shareholder, partner, owner, or member of the family
corporation, family partnership, sole proprietorship, or family trust that is
involved in Montana agricultural production and 51% of the person’s or entity’s
Montana annual gross income is derived from agricultural production.

(c) For the purposes of this subsection (1):

(1) “marketing” means the selling of agricultural products produced by the
land and includes but is not limited to:

(A) rental or lease of the land as long as the land is actively used for grazing
livestock or for other agricultural purposes; and

(B) rental payments made under the federal conservation reserve program
or a successor to that program,;

(i1) land that is devoted to residential use or that is used for agricultural
buildings and is included in or is contiguous to land under the same ownership
that is classified as agricultural land, other than nonqualified agricultural land
described in 15-6-133(1)(c), must be classified as agricultural land, and the land
must be valued as provided in 15-7-206.

(2) Contiguous or noncontiguous parcels of land totaling less than 20 acres
under one ownership that are actively devoted to agricultural use are eligible for
valuation, assessment, and taxation as agricultural each year that the parcels
meet any of the following qualifications:

(a) except as provided in subsection (3), the parcels produce and the owner or
the owner’s agent, employee, or lessee markets not less than $1,500 in annual
gross income from the raising of agricultural products as defined in 15-1-101;

(b) the parcels would have met the qualification set out in subsection (2)(a)
were it not for independent, intervening causes of production failure beyond the
control of the producer or marketing delay for economic advantage, in which
case proof of qualification in a prior year will suffice; or

(c) in a prior year, the parcels totaled 20 acres or more and qualified as
agricultural land under this section, but the number of acres was reduced to less
than 20 acres for a public use described in 70-30-102 by the federal government,
the state, a county, or a municipality, and since that reduction in acres, the
parcels have not been further divided.

(3) For grazing land to be eligible for classification as agricultural land
under subsections (1)(b) and (2), the land must be capable of sustaining a
minimum number of animal unit months of carrying capacity. The minimum
number of animal unit months of carrying capacity must equate to $1,500 in
annual gross income as determined by the Montana state university-Bozeman
department of agricultural economics and economics.

4 Do voan h g

bibits : on] 1 .

£6)(4) The grazing on land by a horse or other animals kept as a hobby and
not as a part of a bona fide agricultural enterprise is not considered a bona fide
agricultural operation.
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€H(5) The department may not classify land less than 160 acres as
agricultural unless the owner has applied to have land classified as agricultural
land. Land of 20 acres or more but less than 160 acres for which no application
for agricultural classification has been made is valued as provided in
15-6-133(1)(c) and is taxed as provided in 15-6-133(3). If land has been valued,
assessed, and taxed as agricultural land in any year, it must continue to be
valued, assessed, and taxed as agricultural until the department reclassifies the
property. A reclassification does not mean revaluation pursuant to 15-7-111.

{8)(6) For the purposes of this part, growing timber is not an agricultural
use.”

Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.
Approved February 17, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 10
[HB 64]

AN ACT ADOPTING THE MOST RECENT APPLICABLE FEDERAL
MILITARY LAWS, INCLUDING THE UNIFORM CODE OF MILITARY
JUSTICE, THAT ARE APPLICABLE TO THE MONTANA NATIONAL
GUARD; AMENDING SECTION 10-1-104, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
APPLICABILITY DATE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:
Section 1. Section 10-1-104, MCA, is amended to read:

“10-1-104. Federal regulations to govern. (1) Federal laws and
regulations, forms, precedents, and usages relating to and governing the armed
forces of the United States and the national guard, as in effect on October 1, 2613
2015, insofar as they are applicable and not inconsistent with the constitution
and laws of this state or with a rule or regulation adopted pursuant to 10-1-105,
apply to and govern the national guard of this state, including all members on
active duty within the state as active duty guard/reserve (AGR) personnel under
Title 32 of the United States Code.

(2) The Uniform Code of Military Justice, as in effect on October 1, 2613
2015, including the regulations, manuals, forms, precedents, and usages
implementing, interpreting, and complementing the code, is adopted for use by
the national guard of this state and applies, insofar as the code is not otherwise
inconsistent with the constitution and laws of this state, including the
regulations, manuals, forms, precedents, and usages implementing,
interpreting, and complementing the constitution and laws of this state, or with
a rule or regulation adopted pursuant to 10-1-105, to the greatest extent
practicable to govern the national guard of this state, including all members on
active duty within the state as active duty guard/reserve (AGR) personnel under
Title 32 of the United States Code when the members are serving other than in a
federal capacity under Title 10 of the United States Code.”

Section 2. Saving clause. [This act] does not affect rights and duties that
matured, penalties that were incurred, or proceedings that were begun before
[the effective date of this act].

Section 3. Applicability. [This act] applies to events that occur and
proceedings begun on or after October 1, 2015.

Approved February 17, 2015
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CHAPTER NO. 11
[HB 65]

AN ACT REQUIRING THAT LOCAL GOVERNMENTS SUBMIT FEES FOR
SPECIAL AUDITS OR REVIEWS TO THE STATE TREASURER RATHER
THAN THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE; AMENDING SECTION 2-7-503,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:
Section 1. Section 2-7-503, MCA, is amended to read:

“2-7-503. Financial reports and audits of local government entities.
(1) The governing body or managing or executive officer of a local government
entity, other than a school district or associated cooperative, shall ensure that a
financial report is made every year. A school district or associated cooperative
shall comply with the provisions of 20-9-213. The financial report must cover the
preceding fiscal year, be in a form prescribed by the department, and be
completed and submitted to the department for review within 6 months of the
end of the reporting period.

(2) The department shall prescribe a uniform reporting system for all local
government entities subject to financial reporting requirements, other than
school districts. The superintendent of public instruction shall prescribe the
reporting requirements for school districts.

(3) (a) The governing body or managing or executive officer of each local
government entity receiving revenue or financial assistance in the period
covered by the financial report in excess of the threshold dollar amount
established by the director of the office of management and budget pursuant to
31 U.S.C. 7502(a)(3), but regardless of the source of revenue or financial
assistance, shall cause an audit to be made at least every 2 years. The audit
must cover the entity’s preceding 2 fiscal years. The audit must commence
within 9 months from the close of the last fiscal year of the audit period. The
audit must be completed and submitted to the department for review within 1
year from the close of the last fiscal year covered by the audit.

(b) The governing body or managing or executive officer of a local
government entity that does not meet the criteria established in subsection
(3)(a) shall at least once every 4 years, if directed by the department, or, in the
case of a school district, if directed by the department at the request of the
superintendent of public instruction, cause a financial review, as defined by
department rule, to be conducted of the financial statements of the entity for the
preceding fiscal year.

(4) An audit conducted in accordance with this partisin lieu of any financial
or financial and compliance audit of an individual financial assistance program
that a local government is required to conduct under any other state or federal
law or regulation. If an audit conducted pursuant to this part provides a state
agency with the information that it requires to carry out its responsibilities
under state or federal law or regulation, the state agency shall rely upon and use
that information to plan and conduct its own audits or reviews in order to avoid a
duplication of effort.

(5) In addition to the audits required by this section, the department may at
any time conduct or contract for a special audit or review of the affairs of any
local government entity referred to in this part. The special audit or review
must, to the extent practicable, build upon audits performed pursuant to this
part.



Ch. 12 MONTANA SESSION LAWS 2015 32

(6) The fee for the special audit or review must be a charge based upon the
costs incurred by the department in relation to the special audit or review. The
audit fee must be paid by the local government entity to the departmentof
revente state treasurer and must be deposited in the enterprise fund to the
credit of the department.

(7) Failure to comply with the provisions of this section subjects the local
government entity to the penalties provided in 2-7-517.”

Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.
Approved February 17, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 12
[HB 66]

AN ACT REVISING BANKING LAWS RELATED TO DOCUMENTS
SUBMITTED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION AND
COURTS; PROVIDING THAT CALL REPORTS ELECTRONICALLY
TRANSMITTED TO FEDERAL BANKING AUTHORITIES SATISFY THE
REQUIREMENT FOR TRANSMITTAL TO THE DEPARTMENT;
ELIMINATING THE DEPARTMENT’S OBLIGATION TO REQUISITION
CALL REPORTS; REQUIRING PERMANENT RETENTION BY BANKS OF
CALL REPORT SIGNATURE PAGES; CLARIFYING CONFIDENTIALITY
OF CERTAIN REPORTS; ELIMINATING THE CERTIFICATION OF A
FIDUCIARY FOREIGN TRUST COMPANY’S PAID-IN CAPITAL AS AN
ALTERNATIVE TO FILING A BOND; ELIMINATING THE PENALTY FOR
FAILING TO MAKE A CALL REPORT; AMENDING SECTIONS 32-1-231,
32-1-232, 32-1-233, 32-1-234, AND 32-1-1005, MCA; AND REPEALING
SECTION 32-1-235, MCA.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:
Section 1. Section 32-1-231, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-1-231. Reports to department. (H)-The-department-shall-eall-for-the
Frod inthi ; 1 | . ) .

£2)(1) Abank shall make to the department regular call reports at least three
times each year according to the form that may be prescribed by the department,
verified by oath or affirmation of the president, vice president, or cashier of the
bank and attested by the signature of at least two of the directors other than the
subscribing officer.

3)2) Each call report must exhibit in detail, and under appropriate
schedules, the resources and liabilities of the bank at the close of business on any
past day specified by the department. The “past day specified” by the
department, under the provisions of this section, must be the day designated by
the comptroller of currency of the United States for reports of national banking
associations.

“4(3) The call report must be transmltted to the department Wlthm 30 days
after the ree £ § a

past day speczﬁed under subsectzon (2) A bank S
successful and timely electronic transmittal of its call report to the applicable
federal banking regulator or authority satisfies the bank’s obligation to transmit
the report to the department. The original signature page of the bank’s call report
that complies with subsection (1) must be permanently retained by the bank and
available for the department’s review. A nondepository trust company that is not
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insured by the federal deposit insurance corporation shall transmit its call
report directly to the department in hard copy or imaged form.”

Section 2. Section 32-1-232, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-1-232. Report of declaration of dividend. In addition to the call
report required by 32-1-231, a bank shall report to the department within 10
days after declaring any dividend, showing the amount of the dividend and the
amount of net earnings in excess of the dividend. The report shall be attested as
provided in 32-1-231.”

Section 3. Section 32-1-233, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-1-233. Special reports to department. In addition to the information
obtained from the call report required by 32-1-231, the department may also
require a bank to furnish a special report in writing, verified as required by
32-1-231, when in its judgment the special report is necessary to inform it fully
of the actual financial condition and affairs of the bank. A willfully false
statement in the report is perjury and shall be punished accordingly.”

Section 4. Section 32-1-234, MCA, is amended to read:

“32—1.—234. Cpnfidentiality — penalties. (1) (a) Thereport—and-any

for—the—eonfidentialinformation—of the—department—only-

statements under 32-1-211, 32-1-215, 32-1-216, 32-1-231, 32-1-232, and
82-1-233 are confidential. Except for information made public by the federal
deposit insurance corporation or other federal banking authority’s publicly
accessible website, any information contained in the reports and statements, the
source documents from which this information is derived, and communications
concerning reports and statements are confidential. Except as provided in
subsection (1)(b), confidential information may not be imparted disclosed to
persons who are not officially associated with the department; and the
information—eontained—in—the reports—and statements may be used by the
department only in-thefurtheraneeof to further its official duties.

(b) The department may exchange information with federal financial
institution regulatory agencies and with the financial regulatory departments
of other states. The department may furnish information to the legislative
auditor for use in pursuit of official duties. A prosecuting official may obtain the
information by court order.

(2) Any knowledge or information gained or discovered by the department in
pursuance of its powers or duties is confidential information of the department.
The information may not, except as provided in subsection (1)(b), be imparted
disclosed to any person not officially associated with the department. The
information must be used by the department only in-thefurtheraneeof to further
its official duties.

(3) An employee or agent of the department who violates this section or
willfully makes a false official report as to the condition of a bank must be
removed from office and is also guilty of a felony. Upon conviction, the person
shall be fined an amount not exceeding $1,000, imprisoned in a state
correctional facility for a term not exceeding 5 years, or both.”

Section 5. Section 32-1-1005, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-1-1005. Bond. Before accepting an appointment or acting as a trustee,
guardian, or conservator, a foreign trust company shall file a bond with a court
of competent jurisdiction in an amount as that the court directs, with sufficient
sureties, conditioned on the faithful discharge of its duties as trustee, guardian,
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; : - A foreign trust company
is not required to file a bond ereertify-the-deposit-efits-eapital with respect to a
trust, other than a trust created by a will, if the trust instrument requests or
directs that a bond is not required of the trustee.”
Section 6. Repealer. The following section of the Montana Code
Annotated is repealed:

32-1-235. Penalty for failure to make report within 30 days.
Approved February 17, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 13
[HB 75]

AN ACT CREATING A SEXUAL ASSAULT PROSECUTION UNIT WITHIN
THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Sexual assault prosecution unit. (1) There is a sexual assault
prosecution unit in the prosecution services bureau of the department of justice.
The unit is under the supervision and control of the attorney general and,
subject to the availability of appropriated funds, consists of the agents and
employees of the department whom the attorney general considers necessary
and appropriate, including but not limited to at least two people who are
licensed to practice law in Montana and who are qualified by education,
training, experience, and high professional competence to prosecute sexual
assault crimes.

(2) The sexual assault prosecution unit shall assist and train county
attorneys and local law enforcement in the prosecution of sexual assault crimes.

Section 2. Codification instruction. [Section 1] is intended to be codified
as an integral part of Title 2, chapter 15, part 20, and the provisions of Title 2,
chapter 15, part 20, apply to [section 1].

Approved February 17, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 14
[HB 79

AN ACT REVISING EXEMPTIONS FOR ELECTRICIANS AND PLUMBERS
RELATED TO APPRENTICESHIPS AND CERTAIN STUDENTS
ENROLLED IN ACCREDITED COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY ELECTRICAL
OR PLUMBING COURSES; AMENDING SECTIONS 37-68-103, 37-68-311,
AND 37-69-102, MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 37-68-303 AND 37-69-302,
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:
Section 1. Section 37-68-103, MCA, is amended to read:
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“37-68-103. Exemptions. (1) This chapter does not apply to the
installation, alteration, or repair of electrical signal or communications
equipment owned or operated by a public utility or a city. For purposes of this
exemption, “‘communications equipment” includes telephone wire inside a
customer’s premises. This chapter does not prohibit a public utility from doing
inside wiring to install, alter, repair, or maintain electrical equipment,
installations, or facilities in buildings owned by the public utility if the work is
accomplished by an employee who is a licensed electrician. If the building owned
by the public utility is open to the public and the inside wiring constitutes major
renovation or construction, the installation, alteration, repair, or maintenance
of electrical equipment, installations, or facilities is subject to the permits and
inspections required by law.

(2) The licensing or inspection provisions of this chapter do not apply to
regularly employed maintenance electricians doing maintenance work on the
business premises of their employer or to line work on the business premises of
the employer when ordinary and customary in-plant or onsite installations,
modifications, additions, or repairs are performed.

(3) This chapter does not require an individual to hold a license to perform
electrical work on the individual’s own property or residence if the property or
residence is maintained for the individual’s own use.

(4) An individual, firm, partnership, or corporation may apply for licensure
as an electrical contractor if all electrical work performed by the individual,
firm, partnership, or corporation is under the direction, control, and supervision
of a licensed master electrician or under the direction, control, and supervision
of a licensed journeyman electrician for residential construction consisting of
less than five living units in a single structure.

(5) A person who plugs in an electrical appliance where an approved
electrical outlet is already installed may not be considered an installer.

(6) This chapter may not in any manner interfere with, hamper, preclude, or
prohibit a vendor of any electrical appliance from selling, delivering, and
connecting any electrical appliance if the connection does not necessitate the
installation of electrical wiring of the structure in which the appliance is to be
connected.

(7) (a) The licensing and inspection provisions of this chapter do not apply to
an apprentice, as that term is defined in 39-6-101, who is working under the
supervision of a licensed electrician.

(b) Subsection (7)(a) includes an exemption for a person serving in an
approved journeyman apprenticeship program or a residential apprenticeship
program during training if serving under the supervision of a licensed
electrician.

(8) The licensing provisions of this chapter do not apply to a student who is
enrolled in an electrician training program offered by an accredited college or
university recognized by the board of regents if the student is undertaking class
assignments in a classroom or a hands-on laboratory setting. This subsection (8)
does not authorize a student to engage in any electrical work that will be
incorporated or used in an occupied structure.”

Section 2. Section 37-68-311, MCA, is amended to read:

“37-68-311. Application fee — license fee —speeifie-exemptionfor
apprentiees. (1) Master electricians and journeyman or residential
electricians installing or intending to install for hire electric wiring or
equipment to convey electric current or apparatus to be operated by electric
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current shall apply for a license to the department. The application must be on a
form furnished by the department and must be accompanied by an application
fee set by the board. The forms must state the applicant’s full name and address,
the extent of work experience, and other information required by the board. If
the applicant has complied with the rules adopted by the board and, being
qualified, has successfully completed the examination, the department shall
issue the proper license to the applicant.

£3)(2) In addition to the temporary permits authorized in 37-1-305, the board
may, in accordance with criteria determined by the board, issue a second
temporary practice permit for a person who fails the first license examination
and who submits a temporary practice permit fee with a request for a second
temporary practice permit to the board stating that the person intends to retake
the license examination within 3 months of failing the first examination.”
Section 3. Section 37-69-102, MCA, is amended to read:

“37-69-102. Permanent and temporary exceptions. (1) Licensure is not
required in the following instances of plumbing installation:

(a) when an owner of a single-family residence used exclusively for the
owner’s personal use installs all sanitary plumbing and potable water supply
piping or when a mobile home dealer or a manufactured housing dealer connects
a mobile home or a manufactured house to existing sanitary and potable water
supply facilities as part of delivering and setting up a mobile home for a
purchaser;

(b) in any mine, mill, smelter, refinery, or railroad;

(¢c) in a farm or ranch not connected to public water supply and sewage
disposal systems. For the purposes of this subsection (1)(c), a “farm or ranch”
means the same as in 39-3-402.

(d) 1in cities, towns, water districts, and water user associations extending,
repairing, or replacing their own water and sewer mains;

(e) installation of water conditioner services in private dwellings;

(f) minor work by employees or agents of an appliance dealer incidental to
the installation of an appliance purchased from the dealer;

(g) installation of a water meter by a qualified person appointed by the
administrative authority of the water system; and

(h) in the case of a private water supply, installation of the pump, waterline,
or pressure tank, regardless of whether the pump, waterline, or pressure tank is
located inside or outside the structure being served;

(i) in the case of an apprentice, as that term is defined in 39-6-101, who is
working under the supervision of a licensed plumber,; and

(j) in the case of a student who is enrolled in a plumbing training program
offered by an accredited college or university recognized by the board of regents if
the student is undertaking class assignments in a classroom or a hands-on
laboratory setting. This subsection (1)(j) does not authorize a student to engage in
any plumbing work that will be incorporated or used in an occupied structure or
connected to a plumbing system where work must be performed by a licensed
plumber.

(2) This chapter may not be construed to apply to or to affect plumbing
installations in any mines, mills, smelters, refineries, public utilities, railroads,
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or plumbing installations on farms or ranches not connected to public water
supply or sewage disposal systems.

(38) If a licensed person is not available, the council or commission of a
county, city, or town or the board of directors or managers of a water or sewer
district or water utility may, by ordinance, rule, or resolution, authorize an
unlicensed person to perform plumbing work on a temporary basis if:

(a) the council, commission, or board of directors has provided reasonable
notice by certified letter to the board; and

(b) the board has approved the temporary authorization or has failed to
respond to the certified letter required under subsection (3)(a) within 30 days of
the letter’s postmark.

(4) The council, commission, board of directors, or board shall withdraw the
temporary authorization provided for in subsection (3) when a licensed person is
reasonably available.”

Section 4. Repealer. The following sections of the Montana Code
Annotated are repealed:

37-68-303. Apprentice may work under licensed electrician — record of
apprentices.

37-69-302. Apprenticeship allowed.
Section 5. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 2015.

Approved February 17, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 15
[HB 81]

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A BARBERING NONCHEMICAL LICENSE;
PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY TO IMPLEMENT THE SCOPE
OF PRACTICE AND REGULATIONS FOR THE BARBERING
NONCHEMICAL LICENSE AND SCHOOLS THAT TEACH BARBERING
NONCHEMICAL; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 2-15-1747, 37-31-101,
37-31-103, 37-31-203, 37-31-301, 37-31-302, 37-31-303, 37-31-304, 37-31-305,
37-31-308, 37-31-311, 37-31-312, 37-31-323, 37-31-331, 37-33-404, AND
49-2-101, MCA.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 2-15-1747, MCA, is amended to read:

“2-15-1747. Board of barbers and cosmetologists. (1) There is a board of
barbers and cosmetologists.

(2) The board consists of nine members appointed by the governor with the
consent of the senate and must include:

(a) three licensed cosmetologists each of whom has been a resident of this
state for a least 5 years and has been actively engaged in the profession of
cosmetology for at least 5 years immediately prior to being appointed to the
board;

(b) one member who has been a resident of this state for at least 5 years and
has been actively engaged as a licensed electrologist, esthetician, or manicurist
for at least 5 years immediately prior to being appointed to the board;

(c) three licensed barbers or barbers nonchemical each of whom has been a
resident of this state for at least 5 years and has been actively engaged in the
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profession of barbering for at least 5 years immediately prior to appointment to
the board; and

(d) two members of the public who are not engaged in the practice of
barbering, cosmetology, electrology, esthetics, or manicuring.

(3) Two members of the board must be affiliated with a school.

(4) (a) If there is not a licensed barber or a barber nonchemical who is
qualified and willing to serve on the board in one of the three barber positions
under subsection (2)(c), the governor may appoint a cosmetologist, electrologist,
esthetician, or manicurist otherwise qualified under this section to fill the
position.

(b) If there is not a licensed cosmetologist qualified and willing to serve on
the board in one of the three eesmetologist positions under subsection (2)(a), the
governor may appoint a barber, barber nonchemical, electrologist, esthetician,
or manicurist otherwise qualified under this section to fill the position.

(5) Each member shall serve for a term of 5 years. The terms must be
staggered.

(6) The board is allocated to the department for administrative purposes
only as prescribed in 2-15-121.”

Section 2. Section 37-31-101, MCA, is amended to read:

“37-31-101. Definitions. Unless the context requires otherwise, in this
chapter, the following definitions apply:

(1) “Board” means the board of barbers and cosmetologists provided for in
2-15-17417.

(2) “Booth” means any part of a salon or shop that is rented or leased for the
performance of barbering, barbering nonchemical, cosmetology, electrology,
esthetics, or manicuring services, as specified in 39-51-204.

(3) “Department” means the department of labor and industry provided for
in Title 2, chapter 15, part 17.

(4) (a) “Electrology” means the study of and the professional practice of
permanently removing superfluous hair by destroying the hair roots through
passage of an electric current with an electrified needle. Electrology includes
electrolysis and thermolysis. Electrology may include the use of waxes for
epilation and the use of chemical depilatories.

(b) Electrology does not include pilethermology, which is the study and
professional practice of removing superfluous hair by passage of radio frequency
energy with electronic tweezers and similar devices.

(5) “Esthetician” means a person licensed under this chapter to engage in
the practice of esthetics.

(6) “Esthetics” means skin care of the body, including but not limited to hot
compresses or the use of approved electrical appliances or chemical compounds
formulated for professional application only and the temporary removal of
superfluous hair by means of lotions, creams, or mechanical or electrical
apparatus or appliances on another person.

(7) “Manicuring” includes care of the nails, the hands, the lower arms, the
feet, and the lower legs and the application and maintenance of artificial nails.

(8) “Place of residence” means a home and the following residences defined
under 50-5-101:

(a) an assisted living facility;

(b) an intermediate care facility for the developmentally disabled;
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(c) a hospice;

(d) a critical access hospital;

(e) along-term care facility; or

() aresidential treatment facility.

(9) “Practice or teaching of barbering” means any of the following practices
performed for payment, either directly or indirectly, upon the human body for
tonsorial purposes and not performed for the treatment of disease or physical or
mental ailments:

(a) shaving or trimming a beard;
(b) cutting, styling, coloring, or waving hair;
(c) straightening hair by the use of chemicals;

(d) giving facial or scalp massages, including treatment with oils, creams,
lotions, or other preparations applied by hand or mechanical appliance;

(e) shampooing hair, applying hair tonic, or bleaching or highlighting hair;
or

(f) applying cosmetic preparations, antiseptics, powders, oils, lotions, or gels
to the scalp, face, hands, or neck.

(10) “Practice or teaching of barbering nonchemical” means the practice or
teaching of barbering as provided in subsection (9) but excludes the use of
chemicals to wave, straighten, color, bleach, or highlight hair.

0)(11) (a) “Practice or teaching of cosmetology” means work included in the
terms “hairdressing”, “manicuring”, “esthetics”, and “beauty culture” and
performed in salons or shops, in booths, or by itinerant cosmetologists when the
work is done for the embellishment, cleanliness, and beautification of the hair
and body.

(b) The practice and teaching of cosmetology may not be construed to include
itinerant cosmetologists who perform their services without compensation for
demonstration purposes in any regularly established store or place of business
holding a license from the state of Montana as a store or place of business.

G1H(12) (a) “Salon or shop” means the physical location in which a person
licensed under this chapter practices barbering or barbering nonchemical,
cosmetology, electrology, esthetics, or manicuring.

(b) The term does not include a room provided in a place of residence that is
used for the purposes of barbering or barbering nonchemical, cosmetology,
electrology, esthetics, or manicuring unless the owner, manager, or operator
allows the room to be used for the practice of barbering or barbering
nonchemical or the practice of cosmetology to serve nonresidents for
compensation, in which case the room must be licensed as a salon or a shop.

2)(13) “School” means a program and location approved by the board with
respect to its course of instruction for training persons in barbering, barbering
nonchemical, cosmetology, electrology, esthetics, or manicuring and that meets
any other criteria established by the board.”

Section 3. Section 37-31-103, MCA, is amended to read:

“37-31-103. Purpose. It is a matter of legislative policy in the state of
Montana that the practice of barbering, barbering nonchemical, cosmetology,
electrology, esthetics, and manicuring affects the public health, safety, and
welfare and is subject to regulation and control in order to protect the public
from unauthorized and unqualified practice.”

Section 4. Section 37-31-203, MCA, is amended to read:
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“37-31-203. Rulemaking powers. The board shall prescribe rules for:

(1) the conduct of board business;

(2) the qualification and licensure of applicants to practice barbering,
barbering nonchemical, cosmetology, electrology, esthetics, or manicuring or to
teach barbering, barbering nonchemical, cosmetology, electrology, esthetics, or
manicuring;

(3) the regulation and instruction of apprentices and students;

(4) the conduct of schools of barbering, barbering nonchemical, cosmetology,
electrology, esthetics, and manicuring for apprentices and students;

(5) the qualification and licensure of applicants for booth rental licenses; and

(6) generally the conduct of the persons, firms, or corporations affected by
this chapter.”

Section 5. Section 37-31-301, MCA, is amended to read:

“37-31-301. Prohibited acts. (1) Without an appropriate license issued
under this chapter, it is unlawful to:

(a) practice barbering, barbering nonchemical, cosmetology, electrology,
esthetics, or manicuring for compensation;

(b) own, manage, operate, or conduct a school of barbering, barbering
nonchemical, cosmetology, electrology, esthetics, or manicuring;

(c) manage or operate a salon or shop or a booth; or

(d) teach in a school of barbering, barbering nonchemical, cosmetology,
electrology, esthetics, or manicuring.

(2) It is unlawful:

(a) for a person who owns, manages, or controls a salon or shop to employ or
use an unlicensed person as a barber, a barber nonchemical, a cosmetologist, an
electrologist, an esthetician, or a manicurist;

(b) to operate a school of barbering, barbering nonchemical, cosmetology,
electrology, esthetics, or manicuring without complying with all of the
regulations of 37-31-311;

(c) to practice barbering, barbering nonchemical, cosmetology, electrology,
esthetics, or manicuring in any place other than in a licensed salon or shop as
provided in this chapter, except when a licensee is requested:

(1) by a customer to go to a place other than a licensed salon or shop and is
sent to the customer from a licensed salon or shop; or

(i1) by a customer with a disability or homebound customer to go to the
customer’s place of residence; or

(d) to violate any of the provisions of this chapter.”

Section 6. Section 37-31-302, MCA, is amended to read:

“37-31-302. License required to practice, teach, or operate salon or
shop, booth, or school. (1) A person may not practice or teach barbering,
barbering nonchemical, cosmetology, electrology, esthetics, or manicuring
without a license.

(2) A place may not be used or maintained for the teaching of barbering,
barbering nonchemical, cosmetology, electrology, esthetics, or manicuring for
compensation unless licensed as a school.

(3) A person may not operate or manage a salon or shop without a license or a
temporary operating permit as provided in 37-31-312.
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(4) A person may not operate or conduct a school of barbering, barbering
nonchemical, cosmetology, electrology, esthetics, or manicuring or teach
barbering, barbering nonchemical, cosmetology, electrology, esthetics, or
manicuring without a license to teach barbering, barbering nonchemical,
cosmetology, electrology, esthetics, or manicuring.

(5) A person may not manage or operate a booth without a booth rental
license.

(6) A person, firm, partnership, corporation, or other legal entity desiring to
operate a salon or shop shall apply to the department for a license. The
application must be accompanied by the license fee.

(7) A license may not be issued until the inspection fees required in
37-31-312 have been paid.”

Section 7. Section 37-31-303, MCA, is amended to read:

“37-31-303. Application for license to practice or teach. An applicant
for a license to practice or teach barbering, barbering nonchemical, cosmetology,
electrology, esthetics, or manicuring shall file an application provided by the
department and pass the examination prescribed by the board to qualify for
licensure.”

Section 8. Section 37-31-304, MCA, is amended to read:

“37-31-304. Qualifications of applicants for license to practice. (1)
Before a person may practice:

(a) barbering, the person shall obtain a license to practice barbering from
the department;

(b) barbering nonchemical, the person shall obtain a license to practice
barbering nonchemical from the department;

{b)(c) cosmetology, the person shall obtain a license to practice cosmetology
from the department;

{e)(d) electrology, the person shall obtain a license to practice electrology
from the department;

{éb(e) manicuring, the person shall obtain a license to practice manicuring
from the department unless the person is licensed to practice cosmetology; or

{e)(f) esthetics, the person shall obtain a license to practice esthetics from
the department unless the person is already licensed to practice cosmetology.

(2) (a) (i) To be eligible to take the examination to practice barbering or
barbering nonchemical, the applicant must be at least 18 years of age, must be of
good moral character, and must possess a high school diploma or its equivalent
that is recognized by the superintendent of public instruction. An applicant may
apply to the board for an exception to the requirement of a high school diploma
or its equivalent. The board shall adopt by rule procedures for granting an
exception. The

(it) An applicant to practice barbering must have completed a course of study
of at least 1,500 hours in a licensed barbering school and must have received a
diploma from the barbering school or must have completed the course of study in
barbering at a school of cosmetology authorized to offer a course of study in
barbering prescribed by the board by rule.

(iti) An applicant to practice barbering nonchemical must have completed a
course of study of at least 1,000 hours in a licensed barbering or barbering
nonchemical school, not including hours applicable to the use of chemicals to
wave, straighten, color, bleach, or highlight hair, and must have received a
diploma from the barbering or barbering nonchemical school or must have
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completed the course of study in barbering or barbering nonchemical at a school
of cosmetology authorized to offer a course of study in barbering or barbering
nonchemical as prescribed by the board by rule.

(b) A person qualified under subsection (2)(a) shall file an application and
deposit the application fee with the department and pass an examination as to
fitness to practice barbering or barbering nonchemical.

(c) The board shall issue a license to practice barbering or barbering
nonchemical, without examination, to a person licensed in another state if the
board determines that:

(1) the other state’s course of study hour requirement is equal to or greater
than the hour requirement in this state; and

(i1) the person’s license from the other state is current and the person is not
subject to pending or final disciplinary action for unprofessional conduct or
impairment.

(3) (a) To be eligible to take the examination to practice cosmetology, the
applicant must be at least 18 years of age, must be of good moral character, and
must possess a high school diploma or its equivalent that is recognized by the
superintendent of public instruction. A person may apply to the board for an
exception to the educational requirement of a high school diploma or its
equivalent. The board shall adopt by rule procedures for granting an exception.
The applicant must have completed a course of study of at least 2,000 hours in a
licensed cosmetology school and must have received a diploma from the
cosmetology school or must have completed the course of study in cosmetology
prescribed by the board by rule.

(b) A person qualified under subsection (3)(a) shall file an application and
deposit the required application fee with the department and pass an
examination as to fitness to practice cosmetology.

(4) (a) To be eligible to take the examination to practice electrology, the
applicant must be at least 18 years of age, must be of good moral character, and
must possess a high school diploma or its equivalent that is recognized by the
superintendent of public instruction. An applicant may apply to the board for an
exception to the requirement of a high school diploma or its equivalent. The
board shall adopt by rule procedures for granting an exception. The applicant
must have completed a course of education, training, and experience in the field
of electrology as prescribed by the board by rule.

(b) A person qualified under subsection (4)(a) shall file an application and
deposit the required application fee with the department and pass an
examination as to fitness to practice electrology.

(5) (a) To be eligible to take the examination to practice manicuring, an
applicant must be at least 18 years of age, must be of good moral character, and
must possess a high school diploma or its equivalent that is recognized by the
superintendent of public instruction. The applicant must have completed a
course of study prescribed by the board in a licensed school of cosmetology or a
licensed school of manicuring. A person may apply to the board for an exception
to the educational requirement of a high school diploma or its equivalent or a
certificate of completion from a vocational-technical program. The board shall
adopt by rule procedures for granting an exception.

(b) A person qualified under subsection (5)(a) shall file an application and
deposit the required application fee with the department and pass an
examination as to fitness to practice manicuring.
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(6) (a) To be eligible to take the examination to practice esthetics, an
applicant must be at least 18 years of age, must be of good moral character, and
must possess a high school diploma or its equivalent that is recognized by the
superintendent of public instruction. The applicant must have completed a
course of study prescribed by the board and consisting of not less than 650 hours
of training and instruction in a licensed school of cosmetology or a licensed
school of esthetics. A person may apply to the board for an exception to the
educational requirement of a high school diploma or its equivalent. The board
shall adopt by rule procedures for granting an exception.

(b) A person qualified under subsection (6)(a) shall file an application and
deposit the required application fee with the department and pass an
examination as to fitness to practice esthetics.”

Section 9. Section 37-31-305, MCA, is amended to read:

“37-31-305. Qualifications of applicants for license to teach. (1)
Before a person may teach or instruct in a school of barbering, barbering
nonchemical, cosmetology, electrology, esthetics, or manicuring, the person
shall obtain from the department a license to teach.

(2) To be eligible for a license to teach barbering, barbering nonchemical,
cosmetology, electrology, esthetics, or manicuring, a person must:

(a) be a graduate of high school or possess an equivalent of a high school
diploma that is recognized by the superintendent of public instruction;

(b) have alicense to practice issued by the department in the particular area
of practice in which the person plans to teach;

(c) have been actively engaged in that particular area of practice for 12
continuous months before taking the teacher’s examination; and

(d) (1) have received a diploma from a licensed school approved by the board,
certifying satisfactory completion of 650 hours of student teacher training; or

(i1) have 3 years of experience in that particular area of practice. A person
who qualifies for a license under this subsection (2)(d)(ii) has 2 years to complete
board-approved coursework related to teaching methodology before a license to
teach is renewed.”

Section 10. Section 37-31-308, MCA, is amended to read:

“37-31-308. Exemption for persons with disabilities. A person with a
physical disability who is trained for barbering, barbering nonchemical,
cosmetology, electrology, esthetics, or manicuring by the department of public
health and human services is, for a period of 1 year immediately following
graduation, exempt from the examination and the fees described in 37-31-323.
On certification from the department of public health and human services that a
department of public health and human services beneficiary has successfully
completed the required training in a school of barbering, barbering
nonchemical, cosmetology, electrology, esthetics, or manicuring, the
department shall issue the person the necessary license to practice the
profession in this state.”

Section 11. Section 37-31-311, MCA, is amended to read:

“37-31-311. Schools — license — requirements — bond —
curriculum. (1) A person, firm, partnership, corporation, or other legal entity
may not operate a school for the purpose of teaching barbering, barbering
nonchemical, cosmetology, electrology, esthetics, or manicuring for
compensation unless licensed by the department. Application for the license
must be filed with the department on an approved form.
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(2) A school for teaching barbering or barbering nonchemical may not be
granted a license unless the school complies with or is able to comply with the
following requirements:

(a) It hasinits employ either a licensed teacher who is at all times involved
in the immediate supervision of the work of the school or other teachers
determined by the board to be necessary for the proper conduct of the school.
There may not be more than 25 students for each teacher.

(b) It possesses apparatus and equipment the board determines necessary
for the teaching of all subjects or practices of barbering or barbering
nonchemical.

(c) It maintains a school term of not less than 1,500 hours for barbering and
not less than 1,000 hours for barbering nonchemical and a course of practical
training and technical instruction equal to the requirements for board
examinations. The school’s course of training and technical instruction must be
prescribed by the board by rule.

(d) It keeps a daily record of the attendance of each student, establishes
grades, and holds examinations before issuing diplomas.

(e) It does not permit a person to sleep in or use for residential purposes or for
any other purpose that would make the room unsanitary a room used wholly or
in part for a school of barbering or barbering nonchemical.

(3) A school for teaching cosmetology may not be granted a license unless the
school complies with or is able to comply with the following requirements:

(a) It hasin its employ either a licensed teacher who is at all times involved
in the immediate supervision of the work of the school or other teachers
determined by the board to be necessary for the proper conduct of the school.
There may not be more than 25 students for each teacher.

(b) It possesses apparatus and equipment the board determines necessary
for the teaching of all subjects or practices of cosmetology.

(c) It maintains a school term of not less than 2,000 hours and a course of
practical training and technical instruction equal to the requirements for board
examinations. The school’s course of training and technical instruction must be
prescribed by the board by rule.

(d) It keeps a daily record of the attendance of each student, establishes
grades, and holds examinations before issuing diplomas.

(e) It does not permit a person to sleep in or use for residential purposes or for
any other purpose that would make the room unsanitary a room used wholly or
in part for a school of cosmetology.

(4) A school for teaching electrology may not be granted a license unless the
school maintains a school term and a course of practical training and technical
instruction prescribed by the board, and possesses apparatus and equipment
necessary for teaching electrology as prescribed by the board by rule.

(5) A school for teaching manicuring may not be granted a license unless the
school complies with subsections (3)(a) and (3)(d) and the following
requirements:

(a) It possesses apparatus and equipment the board determines necessary
for the teaching of all subjects or practices of manicuring.

(b) It maintains a school term and a course of practical training and
technical instruction as prescribed by the board by rule.
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(c) It does not permit a person to sleep in or use for residential purposes or for
any other purpose that would make the room unsanitary a room used wholly or
in part for a school of manicuring.

(6) A school for teaching esthetics may not be granted a license unless the
school complies with subsections (3)(a) and (3)(d) and the following
requirements:

(a) It possesses apparatus and equipment the board determines necessary
for the ready and full teaching of all subjects or practices of esthetics.

(b) It maintains a school term and a course consisting of not less than 650
hours of practical training and technical instruction as prescribed by the board.

(c) It does not permit a person to sleep in or use for residential purposes or for
any other purpose that would make the room unsanitary a room used wholly or
in part for a school of esthetics.

(7) Licenses for schools of barbering, barbering nonchemical, cosmetology,
electrology, esthetics, or manicuring may be refused, revoked, or suspended as
provided in 37-31-331.

(8) A teacher or student teacher may not be permitted to practice barbering,
barbering nonchemical, cosmetology, electrology, esthetics, or manicuring on
the public in a school of barbering, barbering nonchemical, cosmetology,
electrology, esthetics, or manicuring. A school that enrolls student teachers for a
course of student teacher training may not have, at any one time, more than one
student teacher for each full-time licensed teacher actively engaged at the
school. The student teachers may not substitute for full-time teachers.

(9) The board may make further rules necessary for the proper conduct of
schools of barbering, barbering nonchemical, cosmetology, electrology,
esthetics, and manicuring.

(10) The board shall require the person, firm, partnership, corporation, or
other legal entity operating a school of barbering, barbering nonchemical,
cosmetology, electrology, esthetics, or manicuring to furnish a bond or other
security in the amount of $5,000 and in a form and manner prescribed by the
board by rule.

(11) A professional salon or shop may not be operated in connection with a
school of barbering, barbering nonchemical, cosmetology, electrology, esthetics,
or manicuring.

(12) The board may, by rule, establish a suitable curriculum for teachers’
training in licensed schools of barbering, barbering nonchemical, cosmetology,
electrology, esthetics, or manicuring.”

Section 12. Section 37-31-312, MCA, is amended to read:

“37-31-312. Inspection — temporary permits. (1) The department shall
appoint one or more inspectors, each of whom shall devote time to inspecting
salons or shops and performing other duties as the department, in cooperation
with the board, may direct. The inspectors may enter a salon or shop, booth,
school of barbering, school of barbering nonchemical, school of cosmetology,
school of electrology, school of esthetics, or school of manicuring during business
hours for the purpose of inspection, and the refusal of a licensee or school to
permit the inspection during business hours is cause for revocation of a
licensee’s or school’s license.

(2) When an owner or operator applies for a shop or salon license and pays
licensure and inspection fees prescribed by the board, the board:
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(a) may authorize the department to grant to a new salon or shop a
temporary operating permit; or

(b) shall, in order to avoid a disruption of business, authorize the
department to grant a temporary operating permit to an existing shop or salon
whose owner or operator is currently in good standing with the board, as defined
by the board, and who is relocating to a new location. An owner or operator of an
existing shop or salon may not receive a temporary operating permit under this
section within 90 days of a license renewal date.

(3) A temporary operating permit granted pursuant to subsection (2)
authorizes the salon or shop to operate until an inspection is conducted of the
salon or shop and the salon or shop owner or manager has had 30 days to
respond in writing to all inspection report violations to the board office. A license
will not be granted to a salon or shop if the board does not receive a response
within 30 days from the date of the inspection or the response received does not
indicate that all of the inspection violations have been corrected, in which case a
new license application must be filed. A temporary permit is not renewable.

(4) The department shall require an inspector appointed under subsection
(1) to conduct an annual inspection of each salon or shop in the state.”

Section 13. Section 37-31-323, MCA, is amended to read:

“37-31-323. Fees. (1) Fees for licenses must be paid to the department in
amounts prescribed by the board by rule.

(2) The license fees must be paid in advance to the department unless
otherwise provided by board rule.

(38) Other or additional license fees may not be imposed by a municipal
corporation or other political subdivision of this state for the practice or teaching
of barbering, barbering nonchemical, cosmetology, electrology, esthetics, or
manicuring.”

Section 14. Section 37-31-331, MCA, is amended to read:

“37-31-331. Refusal, revocation, or suspension oflicenses — grounds
—notice and hearing. (1) The board may refuse to issue, may refuse to renew,
or may revoke or suspend a license in any one of the following cases:

(a) failure of a person, firm, partnership, corporation, or other legal entity
operating a salon or shop or a school of barbering, barbering nonchemical,
cosmetology, electrology, esthetics, or manicuring to comply with this chapter;

(b) failure to comply with the sanitary rules adopted by the board and
approved by the department of public health and human services for the
regulation of salons or shops or schools of barbering, barbering nonchemical,
cosmetology, electrology, esthetics, or manicuring;

(c) gross malpractice;

(d) continued practice by a person who knowingly has an infectious or
contagious disease;

(e) habitual drunkenness or habitual addiction to the use of any
habit-forming drug;

(f) permitting a license to be used when the holder is not personally, actively,
and continuously engaged in business; or

(g) failure to display the license.

(2) The board may not refuse to authorize the department to issue or renew a
license or to revoke or suspend a license already issued until after notice and
opportunity for a hearing.”

Section 15. Section 37-33-404, MCA, is amended to read:
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“37-33-404. Exemptions — rules. (1) The provisions of this chapter do not
limit or regulate the scope of practice of any other profession licensed under the
laws of this state, including but not limited to medicine, dentistry, osteopathy,
podiatry, nursing, physical therapy, chiropractic, acupuncture, veterinary
medicine, occupational therapy, naturopathic medicine, cosmetology,
manicuring, barbering, barbering nonchemical, esthetics, electrology,
professional counseling, social work, psychology, or athletic training.

(2) A continuing education course instructor is not required to be licensed as
a massage therapist.

(3) Amassage therapy student, when enrolled in a board-approved program
and while practicing the skills of massage therapy designated as a
school-sanctioned activity and under the supervision of a licensed massage
therapist, is not required to be licensed.

(4) The provisions of this chapter do not limit or regulate the practice of
Native American traditional healing or faith healing.

(5) (a) The provisions of this chapter do not limit or regulate the practice of
any person who uses:

(1) touch, words, and directed movement to deepen awareness of existing
patterns of movement in the body, as well as to suggest new possibilities of
movement. Exempt practices under this subsection (5)(a)(1) include but are not
limited to the Feldenkrais method of somatic education, the Trager approach to
movement education, and body-mind centering.

(i1) touch to affect the human energy systems, energy meridians, or energy
fields. Exempted practices under this subsection (5)(a)(ii) include but are not
limited to polarity bodywork therapy, Asian bodywork therapy, acupressure, jin
shin do, qigong, reiki, shiatsu, and tui na.

(i11) touch to effect change on the integration of the structure of the physical
body. Exempt practices under this subsection (5)(a)(iil) include but are not
limited to the Rolf method of structural integration, Rolfing, and Hellerwork.

(iv) touch to affect the reflex areas located in the hands, feet, and outer ears.
Exempt practices under this subsection (5)(a)(iv) include but are not limited to
reflexology.

(b) The exemptions in subsection (5)(a) apply only if:

(1) the person is recognized by or meets the established requirements of
either a professional organization or credentialing agency that represents or
certifies the respective practice based on a minimum level of training,
demonstration of competence, and adherence to ethical standards; and

(i1) the person’s services are not designated as or implied to be massage
therapy.”

Section 16. Section 49-2-101, MCA, is amended to read:

“49-2-101. Definitions. As used in this chapter, unless the context requires
otherwise, the following definitions apply:

(1) “Age” means number of years since birth. It does not mean level of
maturity or ability to handle responsibility. These latter criteria may represent
legitimate considerations as reasonable grounds for discrimination without
reference to age.

(2) “Aggrieved party” means a person who can demonstrate a specific
personal and legal interest, as distinguished from a general interest, and who
has been or is likely to be specially and injuriously affected by a violation of this
chapter.
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(3) “Commission” means the commission for human rights provided for in
2-15-1706.

(4) “Commissioner” means the commissioner of labor and industry provided
for in 2-15-1701.

(5) “Credit” means the right granted by a creditor to a person to defer
payment of a debt, to incur debt and defer its payment, or to purchase property
or services and defer payment. It includes without limitation the right to incur
and defer debt that is secured by residential real property.

(6) “Credit transaction” means any invitation to apply for credit, application
for credit, extension of credit, or credit sale.

(7) “Creditor” means a person who, regularly or as a part of the person’s
business, arranges for the extension of credit for which the payment of a
financial charge or interest is required, whether in connection with loans, sale of
property or services, or otherwise.

(8) “Department” means the department of labor and industry provided for
in 2-15-1701.

(9) “Educational institution” means a public or private institution and
includes an academy; college; elementary or secondary school; extension course;
kindergarten; nursery; school system; university; business, nursing,
professional, secretarial, technical, or vocational school; or agent of an
educational institution.

(10) (a) “Employee” means an individual employed by an employer.

(b) The term does not include an individual providing services for an
employer if the individual has an independent contractor exemption certificate
issued under 39-71-417 and is providing services under the terms of that
certificate.

(11) “Employer” means an employer of one or more persons or an agent of the
employer but does not include a fraternal, charitable, or religious association or
corporation if the association or corporation is not organized either for private
profit or to provide accommodations or services that are available on a
nonmembership basis.

(12) “Employment agency” means a person undertaking to procure
employees or opportunities to work.

(13) “Financial institution” means a commercial bank, trust company,
savings bank, finance company, savings and loan association, credit union,
investment company, or insurance company.

(14) “Housing accommodation” means a building or portion of a building,
whether constructed or to be constructed, that is or will be used as the sleeping
quarters of its occupants.

(15) “Labor organization” means an organization or an agent of an
organization organized for the purpose, in whole or in part, of collective
bargaining, of dealing with employers concerning grievances or terms or
conditions of employment, or of other mutual aid and protection of employees.

(16) “National origin” means ancestry.

(17) (a) “Organization” means a corporation, association, or any other legal
or commercial entity that engages in advocacy of, enforcement of, or compliance
with legal interests affected by this chapter.

(b) The term does not include a labor organization.

(18) “Person” means one or more individuals, labor unions, partnerships,
associations, corporations, legal representatives, mutual companies, joint-stock
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companies, trusts, unincorporated employees’ associations, employers,
employment agencies, organizations, or labor organizations.

(19) (a) “Physical or mental disability” means:

(1) a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more of a
person’s major life activities;

(i1) a record of such an impairment; or
(i11) a condition regarded as such an impairment.

(b) Discrimination based on, because of, on the basis of, or on the grounds of
physical or mental disability includes the failure to make reasonable
accommodations that are required by an otherwise qualified person who has a
physical or mental disability. An accommodation that would require an undue
hardship or that would endanger the health or safety of any person is not a
reasonable accommodation.

(20) (a) “Public accommodation” means a place that caters or offers its
services, goods, or facilities to the general public subject only to the conditions
and limitations established by law and applicable to all persons. It includes
without limitation a public inn, restaurant, eating house, hotel, roadhouse,
place where food or alcoholic beverages or malt liquors are sold for consumption,
motel, soda fountain, soft drink parlor, tavern, nightclub, trailer park, resort,
campground, barbering, barbering nonchemical, cosmetology, electrology,
esthetics, or manicuring salon or shop, bathroom, resthouse, theater, swimming
pool, skating rink, golf course, cafe, ice cream parlor, transportation company,
or hospital and all other public amusement and business establishments.

(b) Public accommodation does not include an institution, club, or place of
accommodation that proves that it is by its nature distinctly private. An
institution, club, or place of accommodation may not be considered by its nature
distinctly private if it has more than 100 members, provides regular meal
service, and regularly receives payment for dues, fees, use of space, facilities,
services, meals, or beverages, directly or indirectly, from or on behalf of
nonmembers, for the furtherance of trade or business. For the purposes of this
subsection (20), any lodge of a recognized national fraternal organization is
considered by its nature distinctly private.”

Approved February 17, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 16
[HB 139]

ANACT ALLOWING ADEPUTY PUBLIC DEFENDER TO PARTICIPATE IN
CERTAIN ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATIONS; AND AMENDING SECTION
47-1-111, MCA.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 47-1-111, MCA, is amended to read:

“47-1-111. Eligibility — determination of indigence — rules. (1) (a)
When a court orders the office to assign counsel, the office shall immediately
assign counsel prior to a determination under this section.

(b) If the person for whom counsel has been assigned is later determined
pursuant to this section to be ineligible for public defender services, the office
shall immediately notify the court so that the court’s order may be rescinded.
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(c) A person for whom counsel is assigned is entitled to the full benefit of
public defender services until the court’s order requiring the assignment is
rescinded.

(d) Any determination pursuant to this section is subject to the review and
approval of the court. The propriety of an assignment of counsel by the office is
subject to inquiry by the court, and the court may deny an assignment.

(2) (a) An applicant who is eligible for a public defender because the
applicant is indigent shall also provide a detailed financial statement and sign
an affidavit. The court shall advise the defendant that the defendant is subject
to criminal charges for any false statement made on the financial statement.

(b) The application, financial statement, and affidavit must be on a form
prescribed by the commission. The affidavit must clearly state that it is signed
under the penalty of perjury and that a false statement may be prosecuted. The
judge may inquire into the truth of the information contained in the affidavit.

(c) Information disclosed in the application, financial statement, or affidavit
is not admissible in a civil or criminal action except when offered for
impeachment purposes or in a subsequent prosecution of the applicant for
perjury or false swearing.

(d) The office may not withhold the timely provision of public defender
services for delay or failure to fill out an application. However, a court may find a
person in civil contempt of court for a person’s unreasonable delay or failure to
comply with the provisions of this subsection (2).

(3) An applicant is indigent if:

(a) the applicant’s gross household income, as defined in 15-30-2337, is at or
less than 133% of the poverty level set according to the most current federal
poverty guidelines updated periodically in the Federal Register by the United
States department of health and human services under the authority of 42
U.S.C. 9902(2); or

(b) the disposable income and assets of the applicant and the members of the
applicant’s household are insufficient to retain competent private counsel
without substantial hardship to the applicant or the members of the applicant’s
household.

(4) A determination of indigence may not be denied based solely on an
applicant’s ability to post bail or solely because the applicant is employed.

(5) A determination may be modified by the office or the court if additional
information becomes available or if the applicant’s financial circumstances
change.

(6) The commission shall establish procedures and adopt rules to implement
this section. Commission procedures and rules:

(a) must ensure that the eligibility determination process is fair and
consistent statewide;

(b) must allow a qualified private attorney to represent an applicant if the
attorney agrees to accept from the applicant a compensation rate that will not
constitute a substantial financial hardship to the applicant or the members of
the applicant’s household;

(c) may provide for the use of other public or private agencies or contractors
to conduct eligibility screening under this section;

(d) must avoid unnecessary duplication of processes; and

(e) must prohibit individual a public defenders defender from performing
eligibility screening for the public defender’s own cases pursuant to this section.



51 MONTANA SESSION LAWS 2015 Ch. 17

A deputy public defender or individual public defender reviewing another public
defender’s case may perform eligibility screening pursuant to this section.”

Approved February 17, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 17
[HB 143]

AN ACT SUSPENDING PAYMENT OF PUBLIC DEFENDER FEES DURING
PERIODS OF INCARCERATION; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 46-8-113
AND 46-8-114, MCA.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:
Section 1. Section 46-8-113, MCA, is amended to read:

“46-8-113. Payment by defendant for assigned counsel — costs to be
filed with court. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsections (2) and (3), as part
of or as a condition of a sentence that is imposed under the provisions of this title,
the court shall determine whether a convicted defendant should pay the costs of
counsel assigned to represent the defendant as follows:

(a) If the defendant pleads guilty prior to trial:

(1) to one or more misdemeanor charges and no felony charges, the cost of
counsel is $250; or

(i1) to one or more felony charges, the cost of counsel is $800.

(b) If the case goes to trial, the defendant shall pay the costs incurred by the
office of state public defender for providing the defendant with counsel in the
criminal trial. The office of state public defender shall file with the court a
statement of the hours spent on the case and the costs and expenses incurred for
the trial.

(2) Any costs imposed pursuant to this section must be paid in accordance
with 46-18-251(2)(e).

(3) In any proceeding for the determination of whether a defendant is or will
be able to pay the costs of counsel, the court shall question the defendant as to
the defendant’s ability to pay those costs and shall inform the defendant that
purposely false or misleading statements by the defendant may result in
criminal charges against the defendant.

(4) The court may not sentence a defendant to pay the costs for assigned
counsel unless the defendant is or will be able to pay the costs imposed by
subsection (1). The court may find that the defendant is able to pay only a
portion of the costs assessed. In determining the amount and method of
payment of costs, the court shall take into account the financial resources of the
defendant and the nature of the burden that payment of costs will impose.

(5) A defendant who has been sentenced to pay costs may at any time
petition the court that sentenced the defendant for remission of the payment of
costs or of any unpaid portion of the costs. If it appears to the satisfaction of the
court that payment of the amount due will impose manifest hardship on the
defendant or the defendant’s immediate family, the court may remit all or part
of the amount due in costs or modify the method of payment.

(6) A defendant’s obligation to make payments for the cost of counsel is
suspended during periods of incarceration.

{6)(7) Any costs imposed under this section must be included in the court’s
judgment.”
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Section 2. Section 46-8-114, MCA, is amended to read:

“46-8-114. Time and method of payment. (1) When Except as provided in
subsection (2), when a defendant is sentenced to pay the costs of assigned
counsel pursuant to 46-8-113, the court may order payment to be made within a
specified period of time or in specified installments.

(2) A defendant’s obligation to make payments for the cost of counsel is
suspended during periods of incarceration.

(3) Payments must be made to the clerk of the sentencing court for allocation
as provided in 46-18-201, 46-18-232, and 46-18-251 and deposited in the account
established in 47-1-110.”

Approved February 17, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 18
[SB 5]

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AND FUNDING FOR
DEPLOYMENT OF ALL-HAZARD INCIDENT MANAGEMENT
ASSISTANCE TEAMS; ALLOWING FOR COSTSINCURRED BY ATEAM TO
BE PAID USING INCIDENT RESPONSE EXPENDITURE AUTHORITY;
REQUIRING RULES PROMULGATED BY THE STATE EMERGENCY
RESPONSE COMMISSION TO INCLUDE CERTAIN PROCEDURES FOR
TEAMS AND TEAM MEMBERS; AMENDING SECTIONS 10-3-103, 10-3-310,
AND 10-3-1204, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:
Section 1. Section 10-3-103, MCA, is amended to read:

“10-3-103. Definitions. As used in parts 1 through 4 of this chapter, the
following definitions apply:

(1) “All-hazard incident management assistance team” means a team that
includes any combination of personnel representing local, state, or tribal entities
that has been established by the state emergency response commission provided
for in 10-3-1204 for the purpose of local incident management intended to
mitigate the impacts of an incident prior to a disaster or emergency declaration.

H(2) “Civil defense” means the nuclear preparedness functions and
responsibilities of disaster and emergency services.

2)(3) “Department” means the department of military affairs.

3)(4) “Disaster” means the occurrence or imminent threat of widespread or
severe damage, injury, or loss of life or property resulting from any natural or
artificial cause, including tornadoes, windstorms, snowstorms, wind-driven
water, high water, floods, wave action, earthquakes, landslides, mudslides,
volcanic action, fires, explosions, air or water contamination requiring
emergency action to avert danger or damage, blight, droughts, infestations,
riots, sabotage, hostile military or paramilitary action, disruption of state
services, accidents involving radiation byproducts or other hazardous
materials, outbreak of disease, bioterrorism, or incidents involving weapons of
mass destruction.

“4)(5) “Disaster and emergency services” means the preparation for and the
carrying out of disaster and emergency functions and responsibilities, other
than those for which military forces or other state or federal agencies are
primarily responsible, to mitigate, prepare for, respond to, and recover from
injury and damage resulting from emergencies or disasters.
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)(6) “Disaster medicine” means the provision of patient care by a health
care provider during a disaster or emergency when the number of patients
exceeds the capacity of normal medical resources, facilities, and personnel.
Disaster medicine may include implementing patient care guidelines that
depart from recognized nondisaster triage and standard treatment patient care
guidelines determining the order of evacuation and treatment of persons
needing care.

£6)(7) “Division” means the division of disaster and emergency services of
the department.

H(8) “Emergency’” means the imminent threat of a disaster causing
immediate peril to life or property that timely action can avert or minimize.

8}(9) (a) “Incident” means an event or occurrence, caused by either an
individual or by natural phenomena, requiring action by disaster and
emergency services personnel to prevent or minimize loss of life or damage to
property or natural resources. The term includes the imminent threat of an
emergency.

(b) The term does not include a state of emergency or disaster declared by
the governor pursuant to 10-3-302 or 10-3-303.

{9)(10) “Political subdivision” means any county, city, town, or other legally
constituted unit of local government in this state.

0)(11) “Principal executive officer” means the mayor, presiding officer of
the county commissioners, or other chief executive officer of a political
subdivision.

“@1H(12) “Temporary housing” means unoccupied habitable dwellings,
suitable rental housing, mobile homes, or other readily fabricated dwellings.

&2)(13) “Tribal government” means the government of a federally
recognized Indian tribe within the state of Montana.

3)(14) “Volunteer professional” means an individual with an active,
unrestricted license to practice a profession under the provisions of Title 37,
Title 50, or the laws of another state.”

Section 2. Section 10-3-310, MCA, is amended to read:

“10-3-310. Incident response — authority — appropriation —
expenditures — recovery — rules. (1) The governor may by executive order
upon request of the local governing body, its authorized agent, or a tribal
government activate that part of the state disaster and emergency plan
pertaining to incident response. The order may be issued for any year, for any
part of a year, or upon occurrence of an incident.

(2) Upon approval of an executive order pursuant to this section:

(a) that part of the state disaster and emergency plan pertaining to incidents
becomes effective;

(b) the division may use any of the resources usable by the division during a
state of emergency or disaster to respond to the incident; and

(c) there is statutorily appropriated, as provided in 17-7-502, to the office of
the governor, and the governor is authorized to expend from the general fund an
amount not to exceed $10,000 per incident and not to exceed $100,000 for
incidents in a biennium.

(3) The governor may authorize the incurring of liabilities and expenses to
be paid as other claims against the state from the general fund, in the amount
necessary, upon activation of the incident response portion of the state disaster
and emergency plan. Money appropriated by this section may be used only for
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incident response costs incurred by an
all-hazard incident management assistance team established under 10-3-1204.

(4) In the event of recovery of money expended pursuant to this section, the
spending authority must be reinstated to the level reflecting the recovery.

(5) The department may adopt rules to implement this section.”
Section 3. Section 10-3-1204, MCA, is amended to read:

“10-3-1204. State emergency response commission — members —
duties — establishment of incident response and incident management
teams. (1) There is a state emergency response commission that is attached to
the department for administrative purposes. The commission consists of 29
members appointed by the governor. The commission must include
representatives of the national guard, the air force, the department of
environmental quality, the division, the department of transportation, the
department of justice, the department of natural resources and conservation,
the department of public health and human services, a fire service association,
the fire services training school, the emergency medical services and trauma
systems section of the public health and safety division in the department of
public health and human services, the department of fish, wildlife, and parks,
the department of agriculture, Montana hospitals, an emergency medical
services association, a law enforcement association, an emergency management
association, a public health-related association, a trucking association, a utility
company doing business in Montana, a railroad company doing business in
Montana, Montana’s petroleum industry, Montana’s insurance industry, the
university system, a tribal emergency response commission, the national
weather service, the Montana association of counties, the Montana league of
cities and towns, and the office of the governor. At least one representative must
be a member of a local emergency planning committee. Members of the
commission serve terms of 4 years and may be reappointed. The members shall
serve without compensation. The governor shall appoint two presiding officers
from the appointees, who shall act as copresiding officers.

(2) The commission shall implement the provisions of this part. The
commission may create and implement a state hazardous material incident
response team to respond to hazardous material incidents. The members of the
team must be certified in accordance with the plan.

(3) The commission may enter into written agreements with each entity or
person providing equipment or services to the state hazardous material incident
response team.

(4) The commission or its designee may direct that the state hazardous
material incident response team be available and respond, when requested by a
local emergency response authority, to hazardous material incidents according
to the plan.

(5) The commission may contract with persons to meet state emergency
response needs for the state hazardous material incident response team.

(6) The commission may advise, consult, cooperate, and enter into
agreements with agencies of the state and federal government, other states and
their state agencies, cities, counties, tribal governments, and other persons
concerned with emergency response and matters relating to and arising out of
incidents.



55 MONTANA SESSION LAWS 2015 Ch. 19

(7) The commission may encourage, participate in, or conduct studies,
investigations, training, research, and demonstrations for and with the state
hazardous material incident response team, local emergency responders, and
other interested persons.

(8) The commission may collect and disseminate information relating to
emergency response to incidents.

(9) The commission may accept and administer grants, gifts, or other funds,
conditional or otherwise, made to the state for emergency response activities
provided for in this part.

(10) The commission may prepare, coordinate, implement, and update a plan
that coordinates state and local emergency authorities to respond to incidents
within the state. The plan must be consistent with this part. All state emergency
response responsibilities relating to an incident must be defined by the plan.

(11) The commission has the powers and duties of a state emergency
response commission under the federal Emergency Planning and Community
Right-to-Know Act of 1986, 42 U.S.C. 11001, et seq., except that the division
shall oversee the creation, annual local review, and exercise and revision of the
local emergency operations plan as provided by state law.

(12) The commission shall promulgate rules and procedures limited to cost
recovery procedures, certification of state hazardous material incident response
team members and all-hazard incident management assistance team members,
and deployment of the state hazardous material incident response team and
all-hazard incident management assistance teams, which must be a part of the
plan.

(13) The commission shall act as an all-hazard advisory board to the division
by:

(a) assisting the division in carrying out its responsibilities by providing the
division with recommendations on issues pertaining to all-hazard emergency
management; anéd

(b) authorizing the establishment of subcommittees to develop and provide
the recommendations called for in subsection (13)(a), and

(c) establishing all-hazard incident management assistance teams.

(14) The commission shall appoint the members of the Montana intrastate
mutual aid committee provided for in 10-3-904.

(15) All state agencies and institutions shall cooperate with the commission
in the commission’s efforts to carry out its duties under this part.”

Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 2015.
Approved February 17, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 19
[SB 10]

AN ACT EXEMPTING CERTAIN NATURAL GAS UTILITIES FROM THE
REQUIREMENTS OF A UNIVERSAL SYSTEM BENEFITS PROGRAM,;
AMENDING SECTION 69-3-1408, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:
Section 1. Section 69-3-1408, MCA, is amended to read:
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“69-3-1408. Universal system benefits programs — establishing
nonbypassable rate — exemption. (1) A Except as provided in subsection (4),
a natural gas utility shall implement, upon commission approval and subject to
ongoing commission oversight and direction, a universal system benefits
program.

(2) The Except as provided in subsection (4), the commission shall establish a
universal system benefits charge that al} natural gas transmission services
providers or al distribution services providers, or both, in the state of Montana
shall charge to all end-use customers, taking into consideration the current level
of expenditure by the natural gas utility, cost-effectiveness, and similar costs
imposed in other states. The charge may be established and revised through a
universal system benefits charge tracking procedure. The method of assessing
the charge may not disproportionately burden a large transmission services
provider’s customers. Within the universal system benefits charge, beginning
January 1, 2007, a natural gas utility’s minimum annual funding requlrement
for low-income weatherization and low-income energy bill assistance is
established at 0.42% of a natural gas utility’s annual revenue for the previous
year. A natural gas utility must receive credit for its internal programs or
activities that qualify as universal system benefits programs.

(3) A Except as provided in subsection (4), a natural gas utility shall file an
annual report of its universal system benefits charges, programs, and program
funding levels with the commission in a manner prescribed by the commission.

(4) A natural gas utility that serves 200 or fewer customers is exempt from the
requirements of subsections (1) through (3).”

Section 2. Saving clause. [This act] does not affect rights and duties that
matured, penalties that were incurred, or proceedings that were begun before
[the effective date of this act].

Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.

Section 4. Retroactive applicability. [This act] applies retroactively,
within the meaning of 1-2-109, to the compliance year beginning January 1,
2015.

Approved February 17, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 20
[SB 11]

AN ACT EXEMPTING CERTAIN PUBLIC UTILITIES FROM THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE UNIVERSAL SYSTEM BENEFITS PROGRAM,;
AMENDING SECTION 69-8-402, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 69-8-402, MCA, is amended to read:

“69-8-402. Universal system benefits programs. (1) Universal system
benefits programs are established for the state of Montana to ensure continued
funding of and new expenditures for energy conservation, renewable resource
projects and applications, and low-income energy assistance.

(2) Beginning Except as provided in subsection (11), beginning January 1,
1999, 2.4% of each utility’s annual retail sales revenue in Montana for the
calendar year ending December 31, 1995, is established as the initial funding
level for universal system benefits programs. To collect this amount of funds on



57 MONTANA SESSION LAWS 2015 Ch. 20

an annualized basis in 1999, the commission shall establish rates for utilities
subject to its jurisdiction and the governing boards of cooperatives shall
establish rates for the cooperatives.

(a) The recovery of all universal system benefits programs costs imposed
pursuant to this section is authorized through the imposition of a universal
system benefits charge assessed at the meter for each local utility system
customer as provided in this section.

(b) A utility must receive credit toward annual funding requirements for the
utility’s internal programs or activities that qualify as universal system benefits
programs, including those amortized or nonamortized portions of expenditures
for the purchase of power that are for the acquisition or support of renewable
energy, conservation-related activities, or low-income energy assistance, and
for large customers’ programs or activities as provided in subsection (7). The
department of revenue shall review claimed credits of the utilities and large
customers pursuant to 69-8-414.

(c) A utility at which the sale of power for final end use occurs is the utility
that receives credit for the universal system benefits programs expenditure.

(d) A customer’s utility shall collect universal system benefits funds less any
allowable credits.

(e) For a utility to receive credit for low-income-related expenditures, the
activity must have taken place in Montana.

(f) If a utility’s or a large customer’s credit for internal activities does not
satisfy the annual funding provisions of subsection (2), then the utility shall
make a payment to the universal system benefits fund established in 69-8-412
for any difference.

(8) Cooperative utilities may collectively pool their statewide credits to
satisfy their annual funding requirements for universal system benefits
programs and low-income energy assistance.

(4) A utility’s transition plan must describe how the utility proposes to
provide for universal system benefits programs, including the methodologies,
such as cost-effectiveness and need determination, used to measure the utility’s
level of contribution to each program.

(5) A Except as provided in subsection (11), a utility’s minimum annual
funding requirement for low-income energy and weatherization assistance is
established at 17% of the utility’s annual universal system benefits funding
level and is inclusive within the overall universal system benefits funding level.

(a) A utility must receive credit toward the utility’s low-income energy
assistance annual funding requirement for the utility’s internal low-income
energy assistance programs or activities.

(b) If a utility’s credit for internal activities does not satisfy its annual
funding requirement, then the utility shall make a payment for any difference to
the universal low-income energy assistance fund established in 69-8-412.

(6) An individual customer may not bear a disproportionate share of the
local utility’s funding requirements, and a sliding scale must be implemented to
provide a more equitable distribution of program costs.

(7) (a) A large customer:

(1) shall pay a universal system benefits programs charge with respect to the
large customer’s qualifying load equal to the lesser of:

(A) $500,000, less the large customer credits provided for in this subsection
(7); or
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(B) the product of 0.9 mills per kilowatt hour multiplied by the large
customer’s total kilowatt hour purchases, less large customer credits with
respect to that qualifying load provided for in this subsection (7);

(i) must receive credit toward that large customer’s universal system
benefits charge for internal expenditures and activities that qualify as a
universal system benefits programs expenditure, and these internal
expenditures must include but not be limited to:

(A) expenditures that result in a reduction in the consumption of electrical
energy in the large customer’s facility; and

(B) those amortized or nonamortized portions of expenditures for the
purchase of power at retail or wholesale that are for the acquisition or support of
renewable energy or conservation-related activities.

(b) Large customers making these expenditures must receive a credit
against the large customer’s universal system benefits charge, except that any
of those amounts expended in a calendar year that exceed that large customer’s
universal system benefits charge for the calendar year must be used as a credit
against those charges in future years until the total amount of those
expenditures has been credited against that large customer’s universal system
benefits charges.

(8) (a) A Except as provided in subsection (11), a public utility shall prepare
and submit an annual summary report of the public utility’s activities relating
to all universal system benefits programs to the commission, the department of
revenue, and the energy and telecommunications interim committee provided
for in 5-5-230. A cooperative utility shall prepare and submit annual summary
reports of activities to the cooperative utility’s respective local governing body,
the statewide cooperative utility office, and the energy and telecommunications
interim committee. The statewide cooperative utility office shall prepare and
submit an annual summary report of the activities of individual cooperative
utilities, including a summary of the pooling of statewide credits, as provided in
subsection (3), to the department of revenue and the energy and
telecommunications interim committee. The annual report of a public utility or
of the statewide cooperative utility office must include but is not limited to:

(1) the types of internal utility and customer programs being used to satisfy
the provisions of this chapter;

(i1) the level of funding for those programs relative to the annual funding
requirements prescribed in subsection (2); and

(i) any payments made to the statewide funds in the event that internal
funding was below the prescribed annual funding requirements.

(b) Before September 15 of the year preceding a legislative session, the
energy and telecommunications interim committee shall review the universal
system benefits programs and, if necessary, submit recommendations
regarding these programs to the legislature.

(9) A utility or large customer filing for a credit shall develop and maintain
appropriate documentation to support the utility’s or the large customer’s claim
for the credit.

(10) (a) A large customer claiming credits for a calendar year shall submit an
annual summary report of its universal system benefits programs activities and
expenditures to the department of revenue and to the large customer’s utility.
The annual report of a large customer must identify each qualifying project or
expenditure for which it has claimed a credit and the amount of the credit. Prior
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approval by the department of revenue or the utility is not required, except as
provided in subsection (10)(b).

(b) If a large customer claims a credit that the department of revenue
disallows in whole or in part, the large customer is financially responsible for the
disallowance. A large customer and the large customer’s utility may mutually
agree that credits claimed by the large customer be first approved by the utility.
If the utility approves the large customer credit, the utility may be financially
responsible for any subsequent disallowance.

(11) A public utility with fewer than 50 customers is exempt from the
requirements of this section.”

Section 2. Saving clause. [This act] does not affect rights and duties that
matured, penalties that were incurred, or proceedings that were begun before
[the effective date of this act].

Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.

Section 4. Retroactive applicability. [This act] applies retroactively,
within the meaning of 1-2-109, to the compliance year beginning January 1,
2015.

Approved February 17, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 21
[SB 15]

AN ACT CLARIFYING THAT RETIRED JUDGES OR JUSTICES MAY
HANDLE ALL PHASES OF A CASE IF CALLED FOR SERVICE; AMENDING
SECTION 19-5-103, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE
DATE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:
Section 1. Section 19-5-103, MCA, is amended to read:

“19-5-103. Call of retired judges and justices and inactive vested
members for duty. (1) (a) If physically and mentally able, a retired judge or
justice who has voluntarily retired after at least 8 years of service is subject to
call for duty by the chief justice to aid and assist any district court or any water
court under directions that the chief justice may give or to serve as water judge.

(b) When called, a retired judge’s or justice’s duties include the examination
of the facts, cases, and authorities cited and the preparation of opinions for and
on behalf of the court to which the judge or justice is called to serve. The
opinions, when and if and to the extent approved by the court, may be ordered by
the court to constitute the opinion of the court. The court and the retired judge or
justice may, subject to any rule that the supreme court may adopt, perform any

duties preliminaryto-the final disposition-ofeases that are not inconsistent with

the constitution of the state.

(2) (a) Aretired judge or justice, when called to duty, must be reimbursed for
actual expenses, if any, in responding to the call.

(b) In addition, a retired judge or justice is entitled to receive compensation
in an amount equal to:

(i) the daily salary then currently applicable to the judicial position in which
the duty is rendered for each day of duty rendered, up to a total of 180 daysin a
calendar year; and
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(i1) for each day of duty after 180 days in a calendar year, one-twentieth of the
monthly salary then currently applicable to the judicial position in which the
duty is rendered minus an amount equal to one-twentieth of the monthly
retirement benefit that the retired judge or justice is receiving, if any.

(3) Ajudge orjustice who is an inactive vested member, who has voluntarily
discontinued service as an active judge after at least 8 years of service, and who,
by reason of age, is not eligible to receive a retirement benefit under this chapter
may be called for duty as provided in subsection (1). A judge or justice called to
duty under this subsection must be reimbursed as provided in subsection (2)(a)
and compensated as provided in subsection (2)(b)(i) regardless of the number of
days served in a calendar year.”

Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.
Approved February 17, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 22
[SB 26]

ANACT CLARIFYING THAT SEARCH WARRANT APPLICATIONS MAY BE
SUBMITTED ELECTRONICALLY; AMENDING SECTION 46-5-221, MCA;
AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 46-5-221, MCA, is amended to read:

“46-5-221. Grounds for search warrant. A judge shall issue a search
warrant to a person upon application, in writing, er by telephone, or
electronically, made under oath or affirmation, that:

(1) states facts sufficient to support probable cause to believe that an offense
has been committed;

(2) states facts sufficient to support probable cause to believe that evidence,
contraband, or persons connected with the offense may be found;

(3) particularly describes the place, object, or persons to be searched; and
(4) particularly describes who or what is to be seized.”
Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.

Approved February 17, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 23
[SB 75]

AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING NONDEPOSITORY LENDING LAWS;
CLARIFYING PROCEDURAL DUE PROCESS FOR BOTH DEFERRED
DEPOSIT LENDERS UNDER TITLE 31 AND CONSUMER LENDERS
UNDER TITLE 32; CLARIFYING THE SERVICE OF PROCESS BY
CERTIFIED MAIL; CLARIFYING THAT ONLY A RESPONDENT TO A
COMPLAINT IS ENTITLED TO A CONTESTED CASE HEARING;
INCREASING THE TIME FOR PERSONS TO EXERCISE CERTAIN LEGAL
RIGHTS; PROVIDING THE DEPARTMENT WITH ACCESS TO LENDERS’
RECORDS MAINTAINED OUT OF STATE; ALLOWING AN INSUFFICIENT
FUNDS FEE FOR DISHONORED FORMS OF PAYMENT OTHER THAN
CHECKS ON CONSUMER LOANS; ELIMINATING A CRIMINAL PENALTY
FOR VIOLATIONS OF THE MONTANA DEFERRED DEPOSIT LOAN ACT;
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AMENDING SECTIONS 31-1-712, 31-1-713, 31-1-727, 32-5-202, 32-5-207,
32-5-402, 32-5-407, AND 32-5-408, MCA; AND REPEALING SECTION
31-1-725, MCA.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:
Section 1. Section 31-1-712, MCA is amended to read:
“31-1-712. i
penalty Notice of violation — administrative hearing — penalties —

lmbzllty (1) The If the department shall—pfewé&a—}ék—daﬁ#wtteﬂﬂ&et}eethat

ageﬂt—empleyeegeﬂepfeseﬂt&mfe—whethef has probable cause to belteve that a
licensed or unlicensed;—ef—the person er—Jieensee has violated any of the
provisions of this part, has—failedto—ecomply—with—the—rules—regulations;
instruetions;er-orders a rule promulgated under this part, or an order issued by
the department or has made a material misrepresentation to the department by
act or omission, the department may issuea notzce statmg the alleged leatwn to
the person. ha

(2) (a) The notice referred to in subsection (1) must comply with 2-4-601 and
must include a statement that the person has an opportunity to request an
administrative hearing under the Montana Administrative Procedure Act
within 14 days of the date that the department’s notice was mailed to the person.

(b) The department shall mail the notice by certified mail to a licensee’s
address of record with the department or to an unlicensed person at an address
for the person known to the department. The department has complied with the
service of process upon mailing the notice by certified mail.

(3) If a person served with a notice under subsection (2) admits to or does not
contest having violated or is found after an administrative hearing to have
violated this part, a rule promulgated under this part, or an order issued by the
department or to have made a material misrepresentation to the department by
act or omission, the department may impose a civil penalty not to exceed $1,000
for each violation and may issue an order revoking or suspending the right of the
person or licensee, directly or through an officer, agent, employee, or
representative, to do business in this state as a licensee or to engage in the
business of making deferred deposit loans. In addition, the department may
order restitution to borrowers and reimbursement for the department’s cost in
bringing the administrative action. The department’s remedies specified in this
part are cumulative, except that the remedies in 31-1-724 pertaining to a
consumer’s private rights of action are not available to the department.

{2)}(4) In addition to the penalties in subsection (1) (3), any deferred deposit
loan made by an unlicensed person is void, and the unlicensed person may not
directly or indirectly collect, receive, or retain any loan principal, interest, fees,
or other charges related to the loan.

4)(5) Arevocation, suspension, or surrender of a license does not reheve the
licensee from civil or crlmmal liability for acts committed prior to the revocation,
suspension, or surrender of the license.
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5)(6) The department may reinstate any suspended or revoked license if
there is not a fact or condition existing at the time of reinstatement that would
have justified the department’s refusal to originally issue the license. If a license
hasbeen suspended or revoked for cause, an application may not be made for the
issuance of a new license or the reinstatement of a suspended or revoked license
for a period of 6 months from the date of suspension or revocation.

£6)(7) All civil penalties collected pursuant to this section must be deposited
in the state general fund.”

Section 2. Section 31-1-713, MCA, is amended to read:

“31-1-713. Complaint—proeecedure Department obligations —
complaints. (1) The department shall maintain, either directly or indirectly
through a nationwide licensing system, a list of licensees that is available to and
accessible by interested persons and the general public.

(2) The department shall also establish by rule a procedure under which an
aggrieved consumer or any member of the public may file a complaint against a

licensee or an unlicensed person Wl&ﬂ—v&ﬁl&%%—&ﬂy—pf@ﬂﬂi@ﬂ—@f—ﬂﬁﬁs—p&l%

3) If the department determines there is probable cause to issue and serve a
notice under 31-1-712 to a licensed or unlicensed person against whom a
complaint has been filed by a consumer or other member of the public, the
department is obligated to provide only the licensee or the unlicensed person with
the opportunity to request an administrative hearing.”

Section 3. Section 31-1-727, MCA, is amended to read:

“31-1-727. Cease and desist orders. (1) If it-appears-to the department
determines that a person has engaged in or is about to engage in any act or
practice constituting a violation of any provision of this part or any rule adopted
or order issued by the department pursuant to this part, the department
may issue an order directing the person to cease and desist from continuing the
act or practice after reasenable issuance and service of a notice and-opportunity
for-a-hearing as provided in 31-1-712. The order may apply only to the alleged
act or practice constituting a violation of this ekapter part.

(2) The department may issue a temporary order pending the hearing that:

(a) remains in effect until 36 14 days after the hearings examiner issues
proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law and a proposed order; or

(b) becomes final if the person to whom notice is addressed issued and served
as provided in 81-1-712 does not request a hearing within 0 14 days after
reeeipt-of the date on which the notice was sent by certified mail.

£2)(3) Aviolation of an order issued pursuant to this section is subject to the
penalty provisions of this part.”

Section 4. Section 32-5-202, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-5-202. Issuance or denial of license or license renewal. (1) Upon
submission of a completed application and payment of all required fees, a license
or renewal must be issued if the department determines that:
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(a) the character and general fitness of the applicant warrant the belief that
the business will be operated lawfully and fairly within the provisions of this
chapter;

(b) the applicant has not had a financial services license revoked by a
regulatory agency in any jurisdiction;

(c) there are no outstanding civil judgments against the applicant for fraud
in relation to providing consumer financial services; and

(d) the application does not contain material misstatements of fact or
material omissions of fact.

(2) The department may enter an order denying the license or license

renewal apphcatlon subJect to mﬁfﬁﬂg—bhw

issuance and service of notzce and opportumty for an admmzstratwe hearmg as
provided in 32-5-207(2).”

Section 5. Section 32-5-207, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-5-207. Revocation and suspension of license — penalty —
restitution Notice of violation — admzmstratwe hearing — penaltles —

liability. (1) ¢e)-The If the department;
Lo a person, whether has probable cause to believe that a hcensed or unlicensed;

person has violated this chapter, a rule
promulgated under this chapter, or an order issued by the department or has
made a material misrepresentation to the department by act or omission, the
department may issue a notice stating the alleged violation to the person.

(2) (a) The notice referred to in subsection (1) must comply with 2-4-601 and
must include a statement that the person has an opportunity to request an
administrative hearing under the Montana Administrative Procedure Act
within 14 days of the date that the department’s notice was mailed to the person.

(b) The department’s notice must be sent by certified mail to a licensee’s
address of record with the department or to an unlicensed person at an address
for the person known to the department.

(c) The department has complied with the service of process upon mailing the
notice by certified mail as provided in subsection (2)(b).

b)(3) The If a person served with a notice under this section admits to or does
not contest having violated or is found after an administrative hearing to have
violated a provision of this chapter, a rule promulgated under this chapter, or an
order issued by the department or to have made a material misrepresentation to
the department by act or omission, the department may impose a civil penalty of
not more than $1,000 for each violation and may order restitution to borrowers
and reimbursement of the department’s costs in bringing an administrative
action. The department may suspend or revoke the right of a person or licensee,
directly or through an officer, agent, employee, or representative, to operate as a
licensee or to engage in the business of making consumer loans.

(4) The department’s remedies specified in this chapter are cumulative.
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3)}(5) A revocation or suspension of a license does not relieve the licensee
from civil, administrative, or criminal liability for acts committed prior to the
revocation or suspension of the license.

4)(6) All civil penalties collected pursuant to this section must be deposited
in the state general fund.”

Section 6. Section 32-5-402, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-5-402. Investigations by department — subpoenas — oaths —
examination of witnesses and evidence. (1) The department may at any
time investigate any transaction with borrowers and may examine the books,
accounts, and records in-this-state to discover violations of this chapter by:

(a) a licensee; or

(b) a person who the department has reason to believe is violating or is about
to violate this chapter.

(2) The department or the department’s authorized representatives must be
given free access to the offices and places of business and files of all licensees.
The department may investigate any matter, upon complaint or otherwise, if it
appears that a person has engaged in or offered to engage in any act or practice
that is in violation of any provision of this chapter or any rule adopted or order
issued by the department pursuant to this chapter.

(3) The department may issue subpoenas to compel the attendance of
witnesses and the production of documents, papers, books, records, and other
evidence before it in any matter over which it has jurisdiction, control, or
supervision pertaining to this chapter. The department may administer oaths
and affirmations to a person whose testimony is required.

(4) If a person refuses to obey a subpoena or to give testimony or produce
evidence as required by the subpoena, a judge of the district court of Lewis and
Clark County or the county in which the licensed premises are located may,
upon application and proof of the refusal, issue a subpoena or subpoena duces
tecum for the witness to appear before the department to give testimony and
produce evidence as may be required. The clerk of court shall then issue the
subpoena, as directed, under the seal of the court, requiring the person to whom
it is directed to appear at the time and place designated in the subpoena.

(5) If aperson served with a subpoena refuses to obey the subpoena or to give
testimony or produce evidence as required by the subpoena, the department
may proceed under the contempt provisions of Title 3, chapter 1, part 5.

(6) Failure to comply with the requirements of a court-ordered subpoena is
punishable pursuant to 45-7-309.”

Section 7. Section 32-5-407, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-5-407. Attorney fees — bad check fee. (1) If provided in the contract,
reasonable attorney fees may be awarded to the party in whose favor final
judgment is rendered in any action on a contract entered into pursuant to the
provisions of this chapter.

(2) In addition to any other fees authorized by this chapter, a licensee may
charge a borrower the greater of $25 or the licensee’s actual expense for each
check, draft, converted check, electronic funds transfer, or other authorization or
order for the payment of money received in payment of a loan, that is dishonored
for any reason.”
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Section 8. Section 32-5-408, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-5-408. Cease and desist orders. (1) If it-appearsto the department
determines that a person has engaged in or is about to engage in any act or
practice constituting a violation of any provision of this chapter or any rule
adopted or order issued by the department pursuant to this chapter, the
department may issue an order directing the person to cease and desist from
continuing the act or practice after reasenable issuance and service of a notice
and opportunity for & an administrative hearing as provided in 32-5-207. The
order may apply only to the alleged act or practice constituting a violation of this
chapter.

(2) The department may issue a temporary order pending the hearing that:

(a) remains in effect until 38 14 days after the hearings examiner issues
proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law and a proposed order; or

(b) becomes final if the person to whom notice is addressed issued and served
does not request a hearing within 10 14 days after reeeipt-of the date on which
the notice was sent by certified mail as provided in 32-5-207.

{2)(3) A violation of an order issued pursuant to this section is subject to the
penalty provisions of this chapter.”

Section 9. Repealer. The following section of the Montana Code
Annotated is repealed:

31-1-725. Criminal penalties.
Approved February 17, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 24
[SB 98]

AN ACT REVISING THE MONTANA MORTGAGE ACT TO CLARIFY
LICENSING REQUIREMENTS; REVISING DEFINITIONS; REMOVING
EXEMPT COMPANY REGISTRATION; CLARIFYING PRELICENSING
EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS; AMENDING EXPERIENCE
REQUIREMENTS; CLARIFYING CONTROL PERSONS WHO MUST MEET
LICENSING REQUIREMENTS; CLARIFYING THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF
DESIGNATED MANAGERS; ALLOWING SURETY BONDS TO BE HELD BY
THE NATIONWIDE MORTGAGE LICENSING SYSTEM AND REGISTRY
(NMLS) AND ALLOWING REPORTS AND NOTICES TO BE FILED AND
DELIVERED THROUGH THE NMLS; ADOPTING NMLS FORMS AND
POLICIES; ADDRESSING LICENSING OF LOAN PROCESSOR OR LOAN
UNDERWRITER ENTITIES; ALLOWING THE DEPARTMENT TO SET
SERVICING STANDARDS BY RULE; REVISING THE DEPARTMENT'S
RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS 32-9-102, 32-9-103,
32-9-104, 32-9-105, 32-9-107, 32-9-109, 32-9-112, 32-9-113, 32-9-122, 32-9-123,
32-9-129, 32-9-130, 32-9-166, 32-9-169, AND 32-9-170, MCA; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 32-9-102, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-9-102. License requirement — registration. (1) Unless exempt
under 32-9-104, a person may not regularly engage in the business of a mortgage
broker, mortgage lender, mortgage servicer, or mortgage loan originator with
respect to any residential mortgage loan unless licensed or registered under the
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proyisions of this part erregistered through the NMLS with-a-untque-identifier
assigned.

3)(2) A mortgage broker or mortgage lender may not employ or contract
with any person required to be licensed under this part if the person is not
licensed. (See part compiler’s comment regarding contingent suspension.)”

Section 2. Section 32-9-103, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-9-103. Definitions. As used in this part, the following definitions
apply:

(1) “Administrative or clerical tasks” mean the receipt, collection, and
distribution of information common for the processing or underwriting of a loan
in the mortgage industry, without performing any analysis of the information,
and communication with a consumer to obtain information necessary for the
processing or underwriting of a residential mortgage loan.

(2) “Advertising” means a commercial message in any medium, including
social media and software, that promotes, either directly or indirectly, a
residential mortgage ltending loan transaction.

(3) “Application” means a request, in any form, for an offer of residential
mortgage loan terms or a response to a solicitation of an offer of residential
mortgage loan terms and includes the information about the borrower that is
customary or necessary in a decision on whether to make such an offer.

(4) “Approved education course” means any course approved by the NMLS.

(5) “Approved test provider” means any test provider approved by the
NMLS.

(6) “Bona fide not-for-profit entity” means an entity that:

(a) maintains tax-exempt status under section 501(c)(3) or 501(c)(4) of the
Internal Revenue Code, 26 U.S.C. 501(c)(3) or 501(c)(4);

(b) promotes affordable housing or provides homeownership education or
similar services;

(¢) conducts its activities in a manner that serves public or charitable
purposes, rather than commercial purposes;

(d) receives funding and revenue and charges fees in a manner that does not
create incentives for the entity or its employees to act other than in the best
interests of its clients;

(e) compensates employees in a manner that does not create incentives for
employees to act other than in the best interests of clients;

() provides to or identifies for the borrower residential mortgage loans with
terms that are favorable to the borrower and comparable to mortgage loans and
housing assistance provided under government housing assistance programs.
For purposes of this subsection (6)(f), for residential mortgage loans to have
terms that are favorable to the borrower, the department shall determine that
the terms are consistent with loan origination in a public or charitable context,
rather than a commercial context.

(g) 1is either certified by the U.S. department of housing and urban
development or has received a community housing development organization
designation as defined in 24 CFR 92.2.
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(7) “Bona fide third party” means a person that provides services relative to
the origination of a residential mortgage loan. The term includes but is not
limited to real estate appraisers and credit reporting agencies.

(8) “Borrower” means a person seeking a residential mortgage loan or an
obligor on a residential mortgage loan.

(9) “Branch office” means a location at which a licensee conducts business
other than a licensee’s principal place of business. The location is considered a
branch office if:

(a) the address of the location appears on business cards, stationery, or
advertising used by the entity;

(b) the entity’s name or advertising suggests that mortgages are made at the
location;

(c) thelocation is held out to the public as a licensee’s place of business due to
the actions of an employee or independent contractor of the entity; or

(d) the location is controlled directly or indirectly by the entity.

(10) (a) “Clerical or support duties” includes:

(i) the receipt, collection, distribution, and analysis of information common
for the processing or underwriting of a residential mortgage loan, and

(it) communicating with a consumer to obtain the information necessary for
the processing or underwriting of a residential mortgage loan, to the extent that
the communication does not include offering or negotiating loan rates or terms or
counseling consumers about residential mortgage loan rates or terms.

(b) The term does not include:

(i) taking a residential mortgage loan application, or

(it) offering or negotiating the terms of a residential mortgage loan.

@0)(11) “Commercial context” means that an individual who acts as a
mortgage loan originator does so for the purpose of obtaining profit for an entity
or individual for which the individual acts, including a sole proprietorship or
other entity that includes only the individual, rather than exclusively for public,
charitable, or family purposes.

GH(12) (a) “Control” means the power, directly or indirectly, to direct the
management or policies of an entity, whether through ownership of securities,
by contract, or otherwise.

(b) A person is presumed to control an entity if that person:

(i) is a director, general partner, or executive officer or is an individual that
occupies a similar position or performs a similar function;

(1) directly or indirectly has the right to vote 10% or more of a class of a
voting security or has the power to sell or direct the sale of 10% or more of a class
of voting securities;

(ii1) in the case of a limited liability company, is a managing member; or

(iv) in the case of a partnership, has the right to receive upon dissolution or
has contributed 10% or more of the capital.

42)(13) “Department” means the department of administration provided for
in 2-15-1001, acting through its division of banking and financial institutions.

3)(14) “Depository institution” has the meaning provided in section 3 of the
Federal Deposit Insurance Act, 12 U.S.C. 1813(c), and includes any credit union.

44)(15) “Designated manager” means a mortgage loan originator with at
least 3 years of experience as a mortgage loan originator or registered mortgage
loan originator who is designated by an entity as the individual responsible for
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the operation of a particular location that is under the designated manager’s full
management, supervision, and control.

5)(16) “Dwelling” has the meaning provided in 15 U.S.C. 1602(w).

+6)(17) “Entity” means a business organization, including a sole
proprietorship.

GD(18) “Escrow account” means a depository account with a financial
institution that provides deposit insurance and that is separate and distinct
from any personal, business, or other account of the mortgage lender or
mortgage servicer and is maintained solely for the holding and payment of
escrow funds.

@8)(19) “Escrow funds” means funds entrusted to a mortgage lender or
mortgage servicer by a borrower for payment of taxes, insurance, or other
payments to be made in connection with the servicing of a loan.

49(20) “Expungement” means a court-ordered process that involves the
destruction of documentation related to past arrests and convictions.

20)(21) “Federal banking agency” means the board of governors of the
federal reserve system, the comptroller of the currency, the national credit
union administration, or the federal deposit insurance corporation.

21H(22) “Housing finance agency” includes the Montana board of housing
provided for in 2-15-1814.

£22)(23) “Independent contractor” means an individual who performs duties
other than at the direction of and subject to the supervision and instruction of
another individual who is licensed and registered in accordance with this part or
who is not required to be licensed in accordance with 32-9-104(1)(b), (1)(d), or
().

(24) “Independent contractor entity” means an entity that offers or provides
clerical or support duties for another person.

23)(25) “Individual” means a natural person.

{24)(26) “Licensee” means a person authorized pursuant to this part to
engage in activities regulated by this part. The term does not include an
individual who is a registered mortgage loan originator.

25)(27) “Loan commitment” means a statement transmitted in writing or
electronically by a mortgage lender setting forth the terms and conditions upon
which the mortgage lender is willing to make a particular residential mortgage
loan to a particular borrower.

£26)(28) (a) “Loan processor or underwriter” means an individual who, with
respect to the origination of a residential mortgage loan, performs
administrative-or-elerieal tasks clerical or support duties as an employee at the
direction of and subject to the supervision of a licensed mortgage loan originator
or registered mortgage loan originator.

(b) For the purposes of subsection 26)}{a) (28)(a), “origination of a residential
mortgage loan” means all activities related to a residential mortgage loan from
the taking of a residential mortgage loan application through the completion of
all required loan closing documents and funding of the residential mortgage
loan.

£29H(29) “Mortgage” means a consensual interest in real property located in
Montana, including improvements, securing a debt evidenced by a mortgage,
trust 1ndenture deed of trust, or other lien on real property.

£28)(30) (a) “Mortgage broker” means an entity that obtains, attempts to
obtain, or assists in obtaining a mortgage loan for a borrower from a mortgage
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lender in return for consideration or in anticipation of consideration or holds
itself out as being able to assist a person in obtaining a mortgage loan.

(b) For purposes of this subsection (28} (30), attempting to obtain or
assisting in obtaining a mortgage loan includes referring a borrower to a
mortgage lender or mortgage broker, soliciting or offering to solicit a mortgage
loan on behalf of a borrower, or negotiating or offering to negotiate the terms or
conditions of a mortgage loan with a mortgage lender on behalf of a borrower.

29)(31) “Mortgage lender” means an entity that closes a residential
mortgage loan, advances funds, offers to advance funds, e¥ commits to
advancing funds for a mortgage loan applicant, or holds itself out as being able to
perform any of those functions.

30)(32) (a) “Mortgage loan originator” means an individual who for
compensation or gain or in the expectation of compensation or gain:

(1) takes a residential mortgage loan application; or

(i1) offers or negotiates terms of a residential mortgage loan.

(b) The term includes an individual who represents to the public that the
individual can or will perform the services described in subsection (32)(a).

{b}(c) The term does not include an individual:

(1) engaged solely as a loan processor or underwriter, except as provided in
32-9-129 [Section 12]; or

(i1) involved solely in extensions of credit relating to timeshare plans, as that
term is defined in 11 U.S.C. 101(53D).

BH(33) “Mortgage servicer’” means an entity that:

(a) engages, for compensation or gain from another or on its own behalf, in
the business of receiving any scheduled periodic payment from a borrower
pursuant to the terms of a residential mortgage loan, residential mortgage
servicing documents, or a residential mortgage servicing contract; er

(b) meets the definition of servicer in 12 U.S.C. 2605(1)(2) with respect to
residential mortgage loans:; or

(c) holds out to the public that the entity is able to comply with subsection
(33)(a) or (33)(b).

32)(34) “Nationwide mortgage licensing system and registry” or “NMLS”
means a licensing system developed and maintained by the conference of state
bank supervisors and the American association of residential mortgage
regulators for the registration and licensing of persons providing nondepository
financial services.

33)(35) “Nontraditional mortgage product” means any mortgage product
other than a 30-year, fixed-rate mortgage.

{34)(36) “Person” means an individual, sole proprietorship, corporation,
company, limited liability company, partnership, limited liability partnership,
trust, or association.

35)(37) “Real estate brokerage activities” means activities that involve
offering or providing real estate brokerage services to the public, including:

(a) acting as a real estate salesperson or real estate broker for a buyer, seller,
lessor, or lessee of real property;

(b) bringing together parties interested in the sale, purchase, lease, rental,
or exchange of real property;
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(c) negotiating, on behalf of any party, any portion of a contract relating to
the sale, purchase, lease, rental, or exchange of real property other than in
connection with providing financing with respect to the transaction;

(d) engaging in any activity for which a person is required to be licensed as a
real estate salesperson or real estate broker under Montana law; or

(e) offering to engage in any activity or act in any capacity described in
subsections 35)a) (37)(a) through B5)d) (37)(d).

£36)(38) “Registered mortgage loan originator” means an individual who:

(a) meets the definition of mortgage loan originator and is an employee of:

(1) a depository institution;

(i1) a subsidiary that is wholly owned and controlled by a depository
institution and regulated by a federal banking agency; or

(ii1) an institution regulated by the farm credit administration; and

(b) isregistered with and maintains a unique identifier through the NMLS.

3H(39) “Regularly engage” means that a person:

(a) has engaged in the business of a mortgage broker, mortgage lender,
mortgage servicer, or mortgage loan originator on more than 42 five residential
mortgage loans in the previous calendar year or expects to engage in the
business of a mortgage broker, mortgage lender, mortgage servicer, or mortgage
loan originator on more than 12 five residential mortgage loans in the current
calendar year; or

(b) has served as the prospective source of financing or performed other
phases of loan originations on more than +2 five residential mortgage loans in
the previous calendar year or expects to serve as the prospective source of
financing or perform some other phases of loan origination on more than 12 five
residential mortgage loans in the current calendar year.

38)(40) “Residential mortgage loan” means a loan primarily for personal,
family, or household use secured by a mortgage, deed of trust, or other
equivalent consensual security interest on a dwelling or on residential real
estate located in Montana.

39)(41) “Residential real estate” means any real property located in the
state of Montana upon which is constructed a dwelling or upon which a dwelling
isintended to be built within a 2-year period, subject to 24 CFR 3500.5(b)(4). The
borrower’s intent to construct a dwelling is presumed unless the borrower has
submitted a written, signed statement to the contrary.

(42) “Responsible individual” means a Montana-licensed mortgage loan
originator with at least 1 1/2years of experience as a mortgage loan originator or
registered mortgage loan originator who is designated by an independent
contractor entity as the individual responsible for the operation of a particular
location that is under the responsible individual’s full management,
supervision, and control.

40)(43) “Ultimate equity owner” means an individual who, directly or
indirectly, owns or controls an ownership interest in a corporation, a foreign
corporation, an alien business organization, or any other form of business
organization, regardless of whether the individual owns or controls an
ownership interest, individually or in any combination, through one or more
persons or one or more proxies, powers of attorney, nominees, corporations,
associations, partnerships, trusts, joint-stock companies, or other entities or
devices.
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41H(44) “Unique identifier” means a number or other identifier assigned by
protocols established by the NMLS. (See part compiler’s comment regarding
contingent suspension.)”

Section 3. Section 32-9-104, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-9-104. Exemptions — proof of exemption. (1) The provisions of this
part do not apply to:

(a) an entity that is an agency of the federal, state, tribal, or local
government;

(b) an individual who is an employee of a federal, state, tribal, local
government, or housing finance agency acting as a loan originator only
pursuant to the individual’s official duties as an employee of the federal, state,
tribal, local government, or housing finance agency;

(c) an entity entity described in 32-9-103(36)}{a)d) 32-9-103(38)(a)(i) through
36)ta)ii) (38)(a)(iin);

(d) a registered mortgage loan originator when acting for an entity entity
described in 32-9-103(36)}{a)i) 32-9-103(38)(a)(i) through B6)a)iit) (38)(a)(iii);

(e) an individual who performs only administrative or clerical tasks at the
direction of and subject to the supervision and instruction of an individual who:

(1) 1is a licensed and registered mortgage loan originator pursuant to this
part; or

(ii) is not required to be licensed in accordance with subseetiens subsection
D), (1)(d), or (1)(2);

() an entity that is a bona fide not-for-profit entity;

(g) an employee of a bona fide not-for-profit entity who acts as a loan
originator only with respect to work duties for the bona fide not-for-profit entity
and who acts as a loan originator only with respect to residential mortgage loans
with terms that are favorable to the borrower;

(h) a person that performs only real estate brokerage activities and is
licensed or registered pursuant to 37-51-301 unless the person is compensated
by a mortgage broker, a mortgage lender, or a mortgage loan originator or an
agent of the mortgage broker, mortgage lender, or mortgage loan originator;

(1) a person regulated by the commissioner of insurance if that person’s
principal business is that of preparing abstracts or making searches of titles
that are used as a basis for the issuance of any title insurance policy by a
company doing business under the laws of this state relating to insurance
companies;

() a Montana-licensed attorney performing activities that fall within the
definition of a mortgage loan originator if the activities are:

(1) considered by the Montana supreme court to be part of the authorized
practice of law within this state;

(1) carried out within an attorney-client relationship; and

(i11) accomplished by the attorney in compliance with all applicable laws,
rules, and standards; or

(k) an individual who is an employee of a retailer of manufactured or
modular homes if the employee is performing only administrative or clerical
tasks in connection with the sale or lease of a manufactured or modular home
and if the individual receives no compensation or other gain from a mortgage
lender or a mortgage broker for the performance of the administrative or clerical
tasks.



Ch. 24 MONTANA SESSION LAWS 2015 72

(2) (a) To qualify for an exemption under subsection (1)(f), an entity shall
certify, on a form prescribed by the department, that it is a bona fide
not-for-profit entity and shall provide additional documentation as required by
the department by rule. To maintain this exemption, the entity shall file the
prescribed certification and accompanying documentation by December 31 of
each year.

(b) In determining if whether an entity is a bona fide not-for-profit entity, the
department may rely on its receipt and review of:

(1) reports filed with federal, state, tribal, local government, or housing
finance agencies and authorities; or

(i1) reports and attestations prescribed by the department.

(3) The burden of proving an exemption under this section is on the person
claiming the exemption.

----- - (See part

compiler’ comment earding contngent suspensin.)”

Section 4. Section 32-9-105, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-9-105. Nationwide mortgage licensing system for mortgage
brokers, mortgage lenders, mortgage servicers, and mortgage loan
originators. (1) The department may participate in the NMLS and shall
require mortgage brokers, mortgage lenders, mortgage servicers, and mortgage
loan originators to apply for state licensure on applications approved by the
NMLS.

(2) The department may establish requirements through rulemaking as
necessary to comply with the NMLS, including requirements:

(a) for payment of nonrefundable fees to apply for, maintain, and renew
licenses through the NMLS;

(b) for renewal or reporting dates;

(e)for-procedures-to-amend-or-to-surrender-alieense; and

{d)(c) pertaining to any other activity necessary for participation in the
NMLS.

(3) The department’s portion of the licensing fees collected by the NMLS
under this section must be deposited in the department’s account in the state
special revenue fund to be used for administering this part. (See part compiler’s
comment regarding contingent suspension.)”

Section 5. Section 32-9-107, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-9-107. Prelicensing education requirements for mortgage loan
originators. (1) An individual seeking a mortgage loan originator’s license
shall complete at least 20 hours of approved education courses, which must
include at least:

(a) 3 hours of training on federal law and regulations;

(b) 3 hours of training in ethics, including instruction on fraud, consumer
protection, and fair lending issues; and

(c) 2 hours of training related to lending standards for the nontraditional
mortgage product marketplace.

(2) In addition to the training required in subseetion subsections (1)(a),
(1)(b), and (1)(c), the department may require by rule that applicants complete
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additional hours of training that are specific to Montana residential mortgage
statutes and rules.

(3) The prelicensing education courses that comply with the requirements of
subsection (1) and that are approved by the NMLS for any other state must be
accepted with respect to the completion of prelicensing education requirements
in Montana. (See part compiler’s comment regarding contingent suspension.)”

Section 6. Section 32-9-109, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-9-109. Experience requirements. (1) An individual may not act as a
designated manager without a minimum of 3 years of experience working as a
mortgage loan originator or in a related field.

(2) An individual may not act as a responsible individual without a
minimum of 1 1/2 years of experience working as a mortgage loan originator or
in a related field.

2)(3) The department shall by rule establish what constitutes work in a
related field. (See part compiler’s comment regarding contingent suspension.)”

Section 7. Section 32-9-112, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-9-112. Application for mortgage broker, mortgage lender,
mortgage servicer, and mortgage loan originator license — renewals.
(1) An applicant under this part shall apply for a state license or renewal of a

hcense on aferm the forms prescrlbed by the depa%tmeﬁ%%h&teemphesw%h%he

eeﬁ}p}yLwrﬂ%bheN—MLSr The department shall use the NMLS forms and polzctes

for all licensing actions.

(2) The department may establish relationships or contracts with the NMLS
or other entities designated by the NMLS to collect and maintain records and
process transaction fees or other fees related to licensees or other persons
subject to this part.

(3) An applicant for a license or license renewal shall furnish information to
the NMLS concerning the applicant’s identity, including but not limited to:

(a) fingerprints for submission to the federal bureau of investigation and
any governmental agency or entity authorized to receive information for a state,
national, and international criminal history background check; and

(b) personal history and experience in a form prescribed by the NMLS,
including submission of authorization for the NMLS and the department to
obtain:

(1) anindependent credit report from a consumer reporting agency described
in section 603(p) of the Fair Credit Reporting Act, 15 U.S.C. 1681a(p); and

(i1) information related to administrative, civil, or criminal findings by a
governmental jurisdiction.

(4) For the purposes of this section and to reduce the points of contact that
the federal bureau of investigation may have to maintain for purposes of
subsection (3), the department may use the NMLS as a channeling agent for
requesting information from and distributing information to the United States
department of justice or other governmental agencies.

(5) For the purposes of this section and to reduce the points of contact that
the department may have to maintain for purposes of subsection (3), the
department may use the NMLS as a channeling agent for requesting and
distributing information to and from any source directed by the department.
(See part compiler’s comment regarding contingent suspension.)”
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Section 8. Section 32-9-113, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-9-113. Applieation Control persons — application for license —
renewal. Inerderfor For the department to consider an entity te-be-eonsidered
for a state license or license renewal, each efthefolowing person with control, as
defined in 32-9-103, of the entity is required to independently meet the
requlrements estabhshed in 32-9- 120(1)(a) through (1)(e) and (1)(g)—

e#the%nembe%&e%the%ea%ée&d&eete%&ef—th&e&t&y (See part compllers

comment regarding contingent suspension.)”

Section 9. Section 32-9-122, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-9-122. Designated manager and branch office license
requirements. (1) A mortgage broker, mortgage lender, or mortgage servicer
shall apply for a license for a main office and for every branch office through the
NMLS and maintain a unique identifier. All locations must be within the United
States or a territory, including Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

(2) A mortgage broker or mortgage lender shall designate to the NMLS for
each office that originates a residential mortgage loan an individual who is
licensed as a mortgage loan originator as the designated manager of the main
office and shall designate a separate designated manager to serve each branch
office that originates a residential mortgage loan.

(3) A designated manager must have 3 years of experience as either a
mortgage loan originator or a registered mortgage loan originator.

(4) A designated manager is responsible for the operation of the business at
the location under the designated manager’s full charge, supervision, and
control.

(5) A mortgage broker or mortgage lender is responsible for the conduct of its

employees 1nclud1ng for violations of federﬂl—laws—aﬂd—fegﬂ}&t}eﬂs—th&t—aiﬂe

federal or state laws, rules or regulatzons
(6) A des1gnated manager is respon81ble for conduct that Vlolates fedeml

fﬁe}&de&eeﬂéfuet federal or state laws rules or regulatzons by the des1gnated
manager and each employee of the mortgage broker or mortgage lender at the
location that the designated manager manages.

(7) If the designated manager ceases to act in that capacity, within 15 days
the mortgage broker or mortgage lender shall designate another individual
licensed as a mortgage loan originator as designated manager and shall submit
information to the NMLS establishing that the subsequent designated manager
is in compliance with the provisions of this part.

(8) If the employment of a designated manager is terminated, the mortgage
broker or mortgage lender shall remove the sponsorship of the designated
manager on the NMLS within 5 business days of the termination.
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(9) A mortgage servicer is responsible for the acts and omissions of its
employees, agents, and independent contractors acting in the course and scope
of their employment, agency, or contract. (See part compiler’s comment
regarding contingent suspension.)”

Section 10. Section 32-9-123, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-9-123. Surety bond requirement — notice of legal action. (1) (a) A
mortgage loan originator must be covered by a surety bond in accordance with
this section. If a mortgage loan originator is an employee of a licensed mortgage
lender or mortgage broker, the surety bond of the licensed mortgage lender or
mortgage broker may be used in lieu of a mortgage loan originator’s surety bond.

(b) The bond must run to the state of Montana as obligee and must run first
to the benefit of the borrower and then to the benefit of the state and any person
who suffers loss by reason of the obligor’s or its loan originator’s violation of any
provision of this part or rules adopted under this part. The department shall use
the proceeds of the surety bonds to reimburse borrowers, the department, or
bona fide third parties who successfully demonstrate a financial loss because of
an act of a mortgage broker, mortgage lender, mortgage servicer, or mortgage
loan originator that violates any provision of this part.

(2) (a) An entity licensed as a mortgage broker, mortgage lender, and
mortgage servicer is required to maintain one surety bond for each entity
license.

(b) The amount of the required surety bond must be calculated by combining
the annual loan production amounts for all persons originating residential
mortgage loans and for all business locations of the mortgage broker or
mortgage lender and must be in the following amount:

(1) $25,000 for a combined annual loan production that does not exceed $50
million a year;

(i1) $50,000 for annual loan production of $50 million but not exceeding $100
million a year; or

(ii1) $100,000 for annual loan production of more than $100 million a year.

(c) The amount of the required surety bond for a mortgage servicer is
$100,000.

(3) A mortgage broker, mortgage lender, mortgage servicer, or mortgage
loan originator shall give notice to the department by certified mail or through
the NMLS within 15 days of the mortgage broker, mortgage lender, mortgage
servicer, or mortgage loan originator obtaining knowledge of the initiation of an
investigation or the entry of a judgment in a criminal or civil action. The notice
must be given if the investigation or the legal action is in any state and involves
a mortgage broker, a mortgage lender, a mortgage servicer, a mortgage loan
originator, or anyone having an ownership interest in a mortgage broker entity,
mortgage lender entity, or mortgage servicer entity. In the case of a legal action,
the notice must include a copy of the criminal or civil judgment.

(4) (a) An obligor shall give written notice to the department through the
NMLS of any action that may be brought against it by any creditor or borrower
when the action:

(1) 1s brought under this part;

(i1) involves a claim against the bond filed with the department for the
purposes of compliance with this section; or
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(i11) involves a claim for damages in excess of $20,000 for a mortgage broker
or mortgage loan originator or $200,000 for a mortgage lender or mortgage
servicer.

(b) An obligor shall give written notice to the department through the NMLS
of any judgment that may be entered against it by any creditor or any borrower
or prospective borrower.

(c) The written notice must provide details sufficient to identify the action or
judgment and must be submitted within 30 days after the commencement of any
action or within 30 days after the entry of any judgment.

(5) A corporate surety shall, within 10 days after it pays any claim or
judgment to any claimant, give written notice to the department of the payment
with details sufficient to identify the claimant and the claim or judgment paid.
Whenever the principal sum of a required bond is reduced by one or more
recoveries or payments on the bond, the obligor shall furnish a new or additional
bond so that the total or aggregate principal sum of the bond or bonds equals the
sum required under this section or the obligor shall furnish an endorsement
duly executed by the corporate surety reinstating the bond to the required
principal sum.

(6) A bond filed with the department or with the NMLS for the purpose of
compliance with this section may not be canceled by the obligor or the corporate
surety except upon written notice to the department through the NMLS. The
cancellation may not take effect until 30 days after receipt by the department of
the notice. The cancellation is effective only with respect to any occurrence after
the effective date of the cancellation. (See part compiler’s comment regarding
contingent suspension.)”

Section 11. Section 32-9-129, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-9-129. Loan processors and underwriters. (1) A person engaging in
loan processor or underwriter activities may not represent to the public,
through advertlsmg or other means of commumcatlon Hrehadhre e weeaf

items; that the person can or will perform any of the act1v1t1es of amortgage loan
originator.

(See part compiler’s ‘comment regardlng contlngent suspensmn )

Section 12. Independent contractor entity — responsible individual
— loan processor or underwriter. (1) Anindependent contractor entity may
not offer or engage in clerical or support duties with respect to any dwelling or
residential real estate in this state unless the independent contractor entity
obtains and maintains a valid mortgage broker license through the NMLS.

(2) An independent contractor entity shall apply for a mortgage broker
license through the NMLS for its main office and for every branch office where
clerical or support duties are conducted.
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(3) An independent contractor entity shall designate a responsible
individual for each main office and each branch office. The responsible
individual must be an employee of the independent contractor entity.

(4) The responsible individual is responsible for the operation of the
business at the responsible individual’s place of employment under the
responsible individual’s full charge, supervision, and control.

(5) An independent contractor entity is responsible for the conduct and
omissions of its employees, agents, and independent contractors, including for
violations of federal or state laws, rules, or regulations.

(6) A responsible individual is responsible for conduct that violates federal
or state laws, rules, or regulations. The responsible individual’s responsibility
includes conduct by the responsible individual and each employee and agent of
the independent contractor entity at the location that the responsible individual
manages.

(7) If the responsible individual ceases to act in that capacity, the
independent contractor entity shall within 15 days designate as responsible
individual another individual who is a licensed or registered mortgage loan
originator and shall submit information to the NMLS establishing that the
subsequent responsible individual is in compliance with the provisions of this
part.

(8) If the employment of a responsible individual is terminated, the
independent contractor entity shall remove the sponsorship of the responsible
individual on the NMLS within 5 business days of the termination.

(9) An individual who is employed by an independent contractor entity and
who performs only clerical or support duties and does so at the direction of and
subject to the supervision and instruction of a responsible individual is not
required to be licensed under this part.

Section 13. Section 32-9-130, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-9-130. Department authority — rulemaking. (1) The department
shall adopt rules necessary to carry out the intent and purposes of this part. The
rules adopted are binding on all licensees and enforceable as provided under this
part.

(2) The rules must address:

(a) revocation or suspension of licenses for cause;

(b) investigation of applicants, licensees, and unlicensed persons alleged to
have violated a provision of this part and handling of complaints made by any
person in connection with any business transacted by a licensee;

(¢) (i) ensuring that all persons are informed of their right to contest a
decision by the department under the Montana Administrative Procedure Act;
and

(i1) holding contested case hearings pursuant to the Montana
Administrative Procedure Act and issuing cease and desist orders, orders of
restitution, and orders for the recovery of administrative costs; and

1 Dinef ; heations:and

{e)(d) establishing fees for license renewals.

(3) The department may seek a writ or order restraining or enjoining,
temporarily or permanently, any act or practice violating any provision of this
part.

(4) (a) For the purposes of investigating violations or complaints arising
under this part or for the purposes of examination, the department may review,
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investigate, or examine any licensee or person subject to this part as often as
necessary in order to carry out the purposes of this part.

(b) The commissioner may direct, subpoena, or order the attendance of and
may examine under oath any person whose testimony may be required about
the subject matter of any examination or investigation and may direct,
subpoena, or order the person to produce books, accounts, records, files, and any
other documents the commissioner considers relevant to the inquiry.

(5) Each licensee or person subject to this part shall make available to the
department upon request the documents and records relating to the operations
of the licensee or person. The department may access the documents and records
and may interview the officers, principals, mortgage loan originators,
employees, independent contractors, agents, or customers of the licensee or
person concerning the business of the licensee or person or any other person
having knowledge that the department considers relevant.

(6) (a) The department may conduct investigations and examinations for the
purposes of initial licensing, license renewal, license suspension, license
conditioning, license revocation, or license termination or to determine
compliance with this part.

(b) The department has the authority to access, receive, and use any books,
accounts, records, files, documents, information, or evidence, including but not
limited to:

(i) criminal, civil, and administrative history information, including
confidential criminal justice information as defined in 44-5-103;

(i1) personal history and experience information, including independent
credit reports obtained from a consumer reporting agency described in section
603(p) of the Fair Credit Reporting Act, 15 U.S.C. 1681, et seq.; and

(111) any other documents, information, or evidence the department
considers relevant to an inquiry or investigation regardless of the location,
possession, control, or custody of the documents, information, or evidence.

(7) (a) The total cost for any examination or investigation must be in
accordance with fees determined by the department by rule pursuant to this
section and may include expenses for necessary travel outside the state for the
purposes of conducting the examination or investigation. The fees set by the
department must be commensurate with the cost of the examination or
investigation. All fees collected under this section must be deposited in the
department’s account in the state special revenue fund to be used by the
department to cover the department’s cost of conducting examinations and
investigations.

(b) The cost of an examination or investigation must be paid by the licensee
or person within 30 days after the date of the invoice. Failure to pay the cost of an
examination or investigation when due must result in the suspension or
revocation of a licensee’s license.

(8) (a) The department may:

(1) exchange information with federal and state regulatory agencies, the
attorney general, the attorney general’s consumer protection office, and the
legislative auditor;

(i1) exchange information other than confidential information with the
mortgage asset research institute, inc., and other similar organizations; and

(iii) refer any matter to the appropriate law enforcement agency for
prosecution of a violation of this part.
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(b) To carry out the purposes of this section, the department may:

(1) enter into agreements or relationships with other government officials or
regulatory associations to improve efficiencies and reduce the regulatory
burden by sharing resources, adopting standardized or uniform methods or
procedures, and sharing documents, records, information, or evidence obtained
under this part, including agreements to maintain the confidentiality of
information under laws, rules, or evidentiary privileges of another state, the
federal government, or this state;

(i1) retain attorneys, accountants, or other professionals and specialists as
examiners, auditors, or investigators to conduct or assist in the conduct of
examinations or investigations;

(i11) use, hire, contract, or employ public or privately available analytical
systems, methods, or software to examine or investigate the licensee or person
subject to this part;

(iv) accept and rely on examination or investigation reports by other
government officials, within or outside of this state, without the loss of any
privileges or confidentiality protection afforded by state or federal laws, rules, or
evidentiary privileges that cover those reports;

(v) accept audit reports made by an independent certified public accountant
for the licensee or person subject to this part if the examination or investigation
covers at least in part the same general subject matter as the audit report and
may incorporate the audit report in the report of the examination, report of the
investigation, or other writing of the department under this part; and

(vi) assess against the licensee or person subject to this part the costs
incurred by the department in conducting the examination or investigation.

(c) Except as provided in 32-9-160 and subsection (8)(a)(i) of this section, the
department shall treat all confidential criminal justice information as
confidential unless otherwise required by law.

(9) Pursuant to section 1508(d) of the of the Secure and Fair Enforcement for
Mortgage Licensing Act, Title V of the Housing and Economic Recovery Act of
2008, Public Law 110-289, the department is authorized to:

(a) supervise and enforce the provisions of this part, including the
suspension, termination, revocation, or nonrenewal of a license for violation of
state or federal law;

(b) participate in the NMLS;

(c) ensure that all mortgage broker, mortgage lender, and mortgage loan
originator applicants under this part apply for state licensure and pay any
required nonrefundable fees to and maintain a valid unique identifier issued by
the NMLS; and

(d) regularly report violations of state or federal law and enforcement
actions to the NMLS.
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contingent suspension.)”
Section 14. Section 32-9-166, MCA, is amended to read:
“32-9-166. Reports. (1) A licensee shall file a written report with the

department through the NMLS within 30 business days of any material change
to the information provided in a licensee’s application.

(2) A licensee shall file a written report with the department within 1
business day after the licensee has reason to know of the occurrence of any of the
following:

(a) the filing of a petition by or against the licensee under the United States
Bankruptcy Code, 11 U.S.C. 101, et seq., for bankruptcy or reorganization;

(b) the filing of a petition by or against the licensee for receivership, the
commencement of any other judicial or administrative proceeding for the
licensee’s dissolution or reorganization, or the making of a general assignment
for the benefit of the licensee’s creditors;

(c) the licensee’s decision to cease doing business for any reason;

(d) the commencement of a proceeding to revoke or suspend the licensee’s
license in a state in which the licensee engages in business or is licensed;

(e) the cancellation or other impairment of the licensee’s or an exempt
company’s bond; or

(f) a felony conviction of the licensee, employee of a licensee, or control
person of a licensee.

(3) A licensee shall file a written report with the department through the
NMLS within 15 business days after the licensee has reason to know of the
occurrence of any of the following:

(a) fraud, theft, or conversion by a borrower against the licensee;

(b) fraud, theft, or conversion by a licensee; or

(c) fraud, theft, or conversion by an employee or independent contractor of a
licensee;

(d) violation of a provision of 32-9-124;

(e) the discharge of any employee or termination of an independent
contractor for dishonest or fraudulent acts; or

(f) any administrative, civil, or criminal action initiated against the licensee
or any of its control persons by any government entity.

(4) (a) In the absence of malice, fraud, or bad faith, a person may not be
subjected to civil liability arising from the filing of a complaint with the



81 MONTANA SESSION LAWS 2015 Ch. 24

department or furnishing of other information required by this section or
required by the department under the authority granted in this section.

(b) In the absence of malice, fraud, or bad faith, a civil cause of action of any
nature may not be brought against a person for any information:

(1) relating to suspected prohibited acts and furnished to or received from
law enforcement officials, their agents, or employees or furnished to or received
from other regulatory or licensing authorities;

(1) furnished to or received from other persons subject to the provisions of
this part; or

(i11) furnished in complaints filed with the department.”

Section 15. Section 32-9-169, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-9-169. Mortgage servicer prohibitions. A mortgage servicer may
not:

(1) fail to comply with the mortgage loan servicing transfer, escrow account
administration, or borrower inquiry response requirements imposed by the Real
Estate Settlement Procedures Act of 1974, 12 U.S.C. 2601, et seq., and
regulations adopted under that act;

(2) fail to comply with applicable state and federal laws, rules, and
regulations related to mortgage servicing;

(3) fail to provide written notice to a borrower upon taking action to place
hazard, homeowner’s, or flood insurance on the mortgaged property or to place
the insurance when the mortgage servicer knows or has reason to know that
there is insurance in effect;

(4) place hazard, homeowner’s, or flood insurance on a mortgaged property
for an amount that exceeds either the value of the insurable improvements or
the last-known coverage amount of insurance;

(5) fail to provide to the borrower a refund of unearned premiums paid by a
borrower or charged to the borrower for hazard, homeowner’s, or flood insurance
placed by a mortgage lender or mortgage servicer if the borrower provides
reasonable proof that the borrower has obtained coverage so that the forced
placement is no longer necessary and the property is insured. If the borrower
provides reasonable proof within 12 months of the placement that no lapse in
coverage occurred so that the forced placement was not necessary, the mortgage
servicer shall refund the entire premium.

(6) fail to make all payments from any escrow account held for the borrower
for insurance, taxes, and other charges with respect to the property in a timely
manner so as to ensure that late penalties are not assessed or other negative
consequences result regardless of whether the loan is delinquent unless there
are not sufficient funds in the account to cover the payments and the mortgage
servicer has a reasonable basis to believe that recovery of the funds will not be
possible.”

Section 16. Section 32-9-170, MCA, is amended to read:

“32-9-170. Mortgage servicer duties. In addition to any duties imposed
by federal law or regulations or the common law, a mortgage servicer shall:

(1) safeguard and account for any money handled for the borrower;
(2) follow reasonable and lawful instructions from the borrower;

(3) act with reasonable skill, care, and diligence;

(4) comply with the servicing standards set by the department by rule;
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4)(5) file with the department a complete, current schedule of the ranges of
costs and fees the mortgage servicer charges borrowers for servicing-related
activities with the mortgage servicer’s application and renewal and with any
supplemental filings made from time to time;

6)(6) file with the department upon request a report in a form and format
set forth by the department by rule detailing the mortgage servicer’s activities
in this state;

£6)(7) at the time the mortgage servicer accepts assignment of servicing
rights for a mortgage loan, disclose to the borrower:

(a) any notice required under federal law or regulation; and

(b) a schedule of the ranges and categories of the mortgage servicer’s costs
and fees for its servicing-related activities, which may not exceed those reported
to the department; and

£H(8) in the event of a delinquency or other act of default on the part of the
borrower, act in good faith to inform the borrower of the facts concerning the
loan and the nature and extent of the delinquency or default and, if the borrower
replies, negotiate with the borrower, subject to the mortgage servicer’s duties
and obligations under the mortgage servicing contract, if any, to attempt a
resolution or workout pertaining to the delinquency or default.”

Section 17. Codification instruction. [Section 12] is intended to be
codified as an integral part of Title 32, chapter 9, part 1, and the provisions of
Title 32, chapter 9, part 1, apply to [section 12].

Section 18. Effective date. [This act] is effective October 1, 2015.

Approved February 17, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 25
[HB 32]

AN ACT CREATING THE OFFENSE OF MISUSE OF CONFIDENTIAL
CRIMINAL JUSTICE INFORMATION; AND PROVIDING PENALTIES.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Misuse of confidential criminal justice information. (1) A
person commits the offense of misuse of confidential criminal justice
information if the person is entitled to directly access the criminal justice
information network and purposely or knowingly:

(a) accesses the criminal justice information network for personal use or
financial gain; or

(b) disseminates information accessed from the criminal justice information
network to any person who is not authorized to receive confidential criminal
justice information pursuant to 44-5-303.

(2) A person convicted of the offense of misuse of confidential criminal justice
information shall be imprisoned in the county jail for a term not to exceed 6
months and be fined an amount not less than $500.

(3) For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:

(a) “Confidential criminal justice information” has the meaning provided in
44-5-103.

(b) “Criminal justice information network” has the meaning provided in
44-2-301.
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Section 2. Codification instruction. [Section 1] is intended to be codified
as an integral part of Title 45, chapter 7, and the provisions of Title 45, chapter 7,
apply to [section 1].

Approved February 18, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 26
[HB 41]

AN ACT REVISING TAX APPEAL LAWS; ALLOWING CERTAIN
INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY TAXPAYERS TO APPEAL TO THE STATE TAX
APPEAL BOARD OR THE COUNTY TAX APPEAL BOARD; PROVIDING
THAT THE STATE TAX APPEAL BOARD’S REVIEW OF INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTY APPEALS MUST BE DE NOVO; CLARIFYING APPEALS THAT
MUST BE MADE TO THE STATE TAX APPEAL BOARD; AND AMENDING
SECTIONS 15-2-301, 15-2-302, AND 15-15-103, MCA.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:
Section 1. Section 15-2-301, MCA, is amended to read:

“15-2-301. Appeal of county tax appeal board decisions. (1) (a) The
county tax appeal board shall mail a copy of its decision to the taxpayer and to
the property assessment division of the department of revenue.

(b) If the appearance provisions of 15-15-103 have been complied with, a
person or the department on behalf of the state or any municipal corporation
aggrieved by the action of the county tax appeal board may appeal to the state
tax appeal board by filing with the state tax-appeal board a notice of appeal
within 30 calendar days after the receipt of the decision of the county board. The
notice must specify the action complained of and the reasons assigned for the
complaint.

(c) Notice of acceptance of an appeal must be given to the county tax-appeal
board by the state tax-appeal board.

(d) The state board shall set the appeal for hearing either in its office in the
capital or at the county seat as the state board considers advisable to facilitate
the performance of its duties or to accommodate parties in interest.

(e) The state board shall give to the appellant and to the respondent at least
15 calendar days’ notice of the time and place of the hearing.

(2) (a) At the time of giving notice of acceptance of an appeal, the state board
may require the county board to certify to it the minutes of the proceedings
resulting in the action and all testimony taken in connection with its
proceedings.

(b) The state board may, in its discretion, determine the appeal on the record
if all parties receive a copy of the transcript and are permitted to submit
additional sworn statements, or the state board may hear further testimony.

(c) Forindustrial property that is assessed annually by the department, the
state board’s review must be de novo and conducted in accordance with the
contested case provisions of the Montana Administrative Procedure Act.

(d) For the purpose of expediting its work, the state board may refer any
appeal to one of its members or to a designated hearings officer. The board
member or hearings officer may exercise all the powers of the state board in
conducting a hearing and shall, as soon as possible after the hearing, report the
proceedings, together with a transcript or a tape recording of the hearing, to the
state board. The state board shall determine the appeal on the record.
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(3) On—all-hearings—ateounty—seats In every hearing at a county seat
throughout the state, the state board or the member or hearings officer
designated to conduct a hearing may employ a competent person to
electronically record the testimony received. The cost of electronically recording
testimony may be paid out of the general appropriation for the board.

(4) I Except as provided in subsection (2)(c) regarding industrial property,
in connection with any appeal under this section, the state board is not bound by
common law and statutory rules of evidence or rules of discovery and may
affirm, reverse, or modify any decision. To the extent that this section is in
conflict with the Montana Administrative Procedure Act, this section
supersedes that act. The state tax-appeal board may not amend or repeal any
administrative rule of the department. The state taxappeal board shall give an
administrative rule full effect unless the state board finds a rule arbitrary,
capricious, or otherwise unlawful.

(5) The decision of the state tax-appeal board is final and binding upon all
interested parties unless reversed or modified by judicial review. Proceedings
for judicial review of a decision of the state tax-appeal board under this section
are subject to the provisions of 15-2-303 and the Montana Administrative
Procedure Act to the extent that it does not conflict with 15-2-303.

(6) Sections 15-6-134 and 15-7-111 may not be construed to prevent the
department from implementing an order to change the valuation of property.”

Section 2. Section 15-2-302, MCA, is amended to read:
“15-2-302. Direct appeal from department decision to state tax

appeal board — hearlng (1) A—pefseﬁﬂﬁaﬁ#appea%ﬁe%h&s’e&teﬁﬁeappea}
ing: (a) An appeal of a
fmal deczszon of the department ofrevenue anolvmg one ofthe matters provided
for in subsection (1)(b) must be made to the state tax appeal board.

(b) Final decisions of the department for which appeals are provided in
subsection (1)(a) are final decisions involving:

{a)(i) property centrally assessed under chapter 23;

{b)(ii) classification of property as new industrial property;

{e)(iii) any other tax, other than the property tax, imposed under this title; or

{&)(iv) any other matter in which the appeal is provided by law.

(2) A person may appeal the department’s annual assessment of an
industrial property to the state board as provided in this section or to the county
tax appeal board for the county in which the property is located as provided in
Title 15, chapter 15, part 1.

£2)(3) The appeal is made by filing a complaint with the state board within 30
days following receipt of notice of the department’s final decision. The complaint
must set forth the grounds for relief and the nature of relief demanded. The state
board shall immediately transmit a copy of the complaint to the department.

3)}(4) The department shall file with the state board an answer within 30
days following filing of a complaint.

4)(5) The state board shall conduct the appeal in accordance with the
contested case provisions of the Montana Administrative Procedure Act.

£6)(6) The decision of the state taxappeal board is final and binding upon all
interested parties unless reversed or modified by judicial review. Proceedings
for judicial review of a decision of the state tax-appeal board under this section
are subject to the provisions of 15-2-303 and the Montana Administrative
Procedure Act to the extent that it does not conflict with 15-2-303.”
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Section 3. Section 15-15-103, MCA, is amended to read:

“15-15-103. Examination of applicant — failure to hear application.
(1) Before the county tax appeal board grants any application or makes any
reduction applied for, it shall examine on oath the person or agent making the
application with regard to the value of the property of the person. A reduction
may not be made unless the applicant makes an application, as provided in
15-15-102, and attends the county tax-appeal board hearing. An appeal of the
county board’s decision may not be made to the state tax appeal board unless the
person or the person’s agent has exhausted the remedies available through the
county tax-appeal board. In order to exhaust the remedies, the person or the
person’s agent shall attend the county tax-appeal board hearing. On written
request by the person or the person’s agent and on the written concurrence of the
department, the county taxappeal board may waive the requirement that the
person or the person’s agent attend the hearing. The testimony of all witnesses
at the hearing must be electronically recorded and preserved for 1 year. If the
decision of the county tax—appeal board is appealed, the record of the
proceedings, including the electronic recording of all testimony, must be
forwarded, together with all exhibits, to the state taxappeal board. The date of
the hearing, the proceedings before the county board, and the decision must be
entered upon the minutes of the county board, and the county board shall notify
the applicant of its decision by mail within 3 days. A copy of the minutes of the
county tax-appeal board must be transmitted to the state tax-appeal board no
later than 3 days after the county board holds its final hearing of the year.

(2) (a) Except as provided in 15-15-201, if a county tax-appeal board refuses
or fails to hear a taxpayer’s timely application for a reduction in valuation of
property, the taxpayer’s application is considered to be granted on the day
following the county board’s final meeting for that year. The department shall
enter the appraisal or classification sought in the application in the property tax
record. An application is not automatically granted for the following appeals:

(1) those listed in 15-2-302(1); and

(i) if a taxpayer’s appeal from the department’s determination of
classification or appraisal made pursuant to 15-7-102 was not received in time,
as provided for in 15-15-102, to be considered by the county board during its
current session.

(b) The county tax-appeal board shall provide written notification of each
application that was automatically granted pursuant to subsection (2)(a) to the
department, the state taxappeal board, and any affected municipal corporation.
The notice must include the name of the taxpayer and a description of the
subject property.”

Approved February 18, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 27
[HB 52]

AN ACT REVISING LAWS RELATED TO THE USE OF ELECTRONIC
SIGNATURES; ALLOWING THE DIRECTORS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
REVENUE AND THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO ACCEPT
DOCUMENTS ELECTRONICALLY; AMENDING SECTION 15-1-208, MCA;
REPEALING SECTION 16-11-110, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVE DATE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:
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Section 1. Section 15-1-208, MCA, is amended to read:
“15-1-208. Signature alternatives for electronically filed returns.
A Hla E ohantang c +1n oh 0 E +hn = Q 4
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ehapter1ti-the (1) The director of revenue;—andfor-thepurpeses-of-Title15;
: may accept tax returns, reports, and documents filed
electronically and may prescribe, by rule, methods for signing, subscribing, or
verifying electronically filed tax returns, reports, and documents for the purposes
of Title 10, chapter 4, part 2, all chapters in Title 15 except chapter 70, Title 16,
Title 53, chapter 19, part 3, 69-1-223, 69-1-402, and Title 70, chapter 9, part 8.

(2) The director of the department of transportation; may accept tax returns,
reports, and documents filed electronically and may prescribe, by rule, methods
for signing, subscribing, or verifying electronically filed tax returns for the
purposes of Title 15, chapter 70.

(3) Returns, reports, and documents electronically filed in accordance with
this section or the methods adopted by rule have the same validity and
consequences as physical forms signed by a taxpayer.”

Section 2. Repealer. The following section of the Montana Code
Annotated is repealed:

16-11-110. Signature alternatives for electronically filed returns.
Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.

Approved February 18, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 28
[HB 57]

AN ACT ENHANCING PROTECTIONS FROM SECURITIES FRAUD FOR
THE ELDERLY OR PERSONS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES;
INCREASING ACCESS TO THE SECURITIES ASSISTANCE RESTITUTION
FUND FOR THE ELDERLY OR PERSONS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL
DISABILITIES; AMENDING SECTIONS 30-10-103, 30-10-305, 30-10-306,
30-10-1003, AND 30-10-1006, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVE DATE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 30-10-103, MCA, is amended to read:

“30-10-103. (Temporary) Definitions. When used in parts 1 through 3
and 10 of this chapter, unless the context requires otherwise, the following
definitions apply:

(1) (a) “Broker-dealer” means any person engaged in the business of
effecting transactions in securities for the account of others or for the person’s
own account.

(b) The term does not include:

(1) a salesperson, issuer, bank, savings institution, trust company, or
insurance company; or

(i1) a person who does not have a place of business in this state if the person
effects transactions in this state exclusively with or through the issuers of the
securities involved in the transactions, other broker-dealers, or banks, savings
institutions, trust companies, insurance companies, investment companies as
defined in the Investment Company Act of 1940, pension or profit-sharing
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trusts, or other financial institutions or institutional buyers, whether acting for
themselves or as trustee.

(2) “Commissioner” means the securities commissioner provided for in
2-15-1901.

(3) (a) “Commodity” means:
(1) any agricultural, grain, or livestock product or byproduct;

(i1) any metal or mineral, including a precious metal, or any gem or gem
stone, whether characterized as precious, semiprecious, or otherwise;

(i11) any fuel, whether liquid, gaseous, or otherwise;

(iv) foreign currency; and

(v) all other goods, articles, products, or items of any kind.

(b) Commodity does not include:

(1) a numismatic coin with a fair market value at least 15% higher than the
value of the metal it contains;

(i1) real property or any timber, agricultural, or livestock product grown or
raised on real property and offered and sold by the owner or lessee of the real
property; or

(ii1) any work of art offered or sold by an art dealer at public auction or offered
or sold through a private sale by the owner.

(4) “Commodity Exchange Act” means the federal statute of that name.

(B) “Commodity futures trading commission” means the independent
regulatory agency established by congress to administer the Commodity
Exchange Act.

(6) (a) “Commodity investment contract” means any account, agreement, or
contract for the purchase or sale, primarily for speculation or investment
purposes and not for use or consumption by the offeree or purchaser, of one or
more commodities, whether for immediate or subsequent delivery or whether
delivery isintended by the parties and whether characterized as a cash contract,
deferred shipment or deferred delivery contract, forward contract, futures
contract, installment or margin contract, leverage contract, or otherwise. Any
commodity investment contract offered or sold, in the absence of evidence to the
contrary, is presumed to be offered or sold for speculation or investment
purposes.

(b) A commodity investment contract does not include a contract or
agreement that requires, and under which the purchaser receives, within 28
calendar days after the payment in good funds of any portion of the purchase
price, physical delivery of the total amount of each commodity to be purchased
under the contract or agreement. The purchaser is not considered to have
received physical delivery of the total amount of each commodity to be
purchased under the contract or agreement when the commodity or
commodities are held as collateral for a loan or are subject to a lien of any person
when the loan or lien arises in connection with the purchase of each commodity
or commodities.

(7) (a) “Commodity option” means any account, agreement, or contract
giving a party to the account, agreement, or contract the right but not the
obligation to purchase or sell one or more commodities or one or more commodity
contracts, whether characterized as an option, privilege, indemnity, bid, offer,
put, call, advance guaranty, decline guaranty, or otherwise.

(b) The term does not include an option traded on a national securities
exchange registered with the U.S. securities and exchange commission.
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(8) (a) “Federal covered adviser” means a person who is registered under
section 203 of the Investment Advisers Act of 1940.

(b) A federal covered adviser is not an investment adviser as defined in
subsection (11).

(9) “Federal covered security” means a security that is a covered security
under section 18(b) of the Securities Act of 1933 or rules promulgated by the
commissioner.

(10) “Guaranteed” means guaranteed as to payment of principal, interest, or
dividends.

(11) (a) “Investment adviser” means a person who, for compensation,
engages in the business of advising others, either directly or through
publications or writings, as to the value of securities or as to the advisability of
investing in, purchasing, or selling securities or who, for compensation and as a
part of a regular business, issues or promulgates analyses or reports concerning
securities.

(b) The term includes a financial planner or other person who:

(1) as an integral component of other financially related services, provides
the investment advisory services described in subsection (11)(a) to others for
compensation, as part of a business; or

(i1) represents to any person that the financial planner or other person
provides the investment advisory services described in subsection (11)(a) to
others for compensation.

(¢) Investment adviser does not include:

(1) an investment adviser representative;

(i1) a bank, savings institution, trust company, or insurance company;

(i11) a lawyer or accountant whose performance of these services is solely
incidental to the practice of the person’s profession or who does not accept or
receive, directly or indirectly, any commission, payment, referral, or other
remuneration as a result of the purchase or sale of securities by a client, does not
recommend the purchase or sale of specific securities, and does not have custody
of client funds or securities for investment purposes;

(iv) a registered broker-dealer whose performance of services described in
subsection (11)(a) is solely incidental to the conduct of business and for which
the broker-dealer does not receive special compensation;

(v) apublisher of any newspaper, news column, newsletter, news magazine,
or business or financial publication or service, whether communicated in hard
copy form or by electronic means or otherwise, that does not consist of the
rendering of advice on the basis of the specific investment situation of each
client;

(vi) a person whose advice, analyses, or reports relate only to securities
exempted by 30-10-104(1);

(vii) an engineer or teacher whose performance of the services described in
subsection (11)(a) is solely incidental to the practice of the person’s profession;

(viii) a federal covered adviser; or

(ix) other persons not within the intent of this subsection (11) as the
commissioner may by rule or order designate.

(12) (a) “Investment adviser representative” means:

(1) any partner of, officer of, director of, or a person occupying a similar
status or performing similar functions, or other individual, except clerical or
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ministerial personnel, employed by or associated with an investment adviser
who:

(A) makes any recommendation or otherwise renders advice regarding
securities to clients;

(B) manages accounts or portfolios of clients;

(C) solicits, offers, or negotiates for the sale or sells investment advisory
services; or

(D) supervises employees who perform any of the foregoing; and

(11) with respect to a federal covered adviser, any person who is an
investment adviser representative with a place of business in this state as those
terms are defined by the securities and exchange commission under the
Investment Advisers Act of 1940.

(b) The term does not include a salesperson registered pursuant to
30-10-201(1) whose performance of the services described in subsection (12)(a)
of this section is solely incidental to the conduct of business as a salesperson and
for which the salesperson does not receive special compensation other than fees
relating to the solicitation or offering of investment advisory services of a
registered investment adviser or of a federal covered adviser who has made a
notice filing under parts 1 through 3 and 10 of this chapter.

(13) “Issuer” means any person who issues or proposes to issue any security,
except that with respect to certificates of deposit, voting-trust certificates, or
collateral-trust certificates or with respect to certificates of interest or shares in
an unincorporated investment trust not having a board of directors, or persons
performing similar functions, or of the fixed, restricted management, or unit
type, the term “issuer” means the person or persons performing the acts and
assuming the duties of depositor or manager pursuant to the provisions of the
trust or other agreement or instrument under which the security is issued.

(14) “Nonissuer” means not directly or indirectly for the benefit of the issuer.

(15) “Offer” or “offer to sell” includes each attempt or offer to dispose of or
solicitation of an offer to buy a security or interest in a security for value.

(16) “Person” means an individual, a corporation, a partnership, an
association, a joint-stock company, a trust in which the interests of the
beneficiaries are evidenced by a security, an unincorporated organization, a
government, or a political subdivision of a government.

(17) “Precious metal” means the following, in coin, bullion, or other form:
(a) silver;

(b) gold;

(c) platinum;

(d) palladium,;

(e) copper; and

(f) other items as the commissioner may by rule or order specify.

(18) “Registered broker-dealer” means a broker-dealer registered pursuant
to 30-10-201.

(19) “Sale” or “sell” includes each contract of sale of, contract to sell, or
disposition of a security or interest in a security for value.

(20) (a) “Salesperson” means an individual other than a broker-dealer who
represents a broker-dealer or issuer in effecting or attempting to effect sales of
securities. A partner, officer, or director of a broker-dealer or issuer is a
salesperson only if the person otherwise comes within this definition.
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(b) Salesperson does not include an individual who represents:

(1) an issuer in:

(A) effecting a transaction in a security exempted by 30-10-104(1) through
(3) or (8) through (11);

(B) effecting transactions exempted by 30-10-105, except when registration
as a salesperson, pursuant to 30-10-201, is required by 30-10-105 or by any rule
promulgated under 30-10-105;

(C) effecting transactions in a federal covered security described in section
18(b)(4)(D) of the Securities Act of 1933 if a commission or other remuneration is
not paid or given directly or indirectly for soliciting a prospective buyer; or

(D) effecting transactions with existing employees, partners, or directors of
the issuer if no commission or other remuneration is paid or given directly or
indirectly for soliciting any person in this state; or

(i1) a broker-dealer in effecting in this state solely those transactions
described in section 15(h)(2) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934.

(21) “Securities Act of 1933", “Securities Exchange Act of 1934", “Energy
Policy Act of 2005", “Investment Advisors Act of 1940", and “Investment
Company Act of 1940" mean the federal statutes of those names.

(22) (a) “Security” means any:

(1) note;

(i1) stock;

(ii1) treasury stock;

@iv) bond;

(v) commodity investment contract;

(vi) commodity option;

(vii) debenture;

(viii) evidence of indebtedness;

(ix) certificate of interest or participation in any profit-sharing agreement;

(x) collateral-trust certificate;

(x1) preorganization certificate or subscription; transferable shares;

(xii) investment contract;

(x1i1) voting-trust certificate;

(xiv) certificate of deposit for a security;

(xv) viatical settlement purchase agreement;

(xvi) certificate of interest or participation in an oil, gas, or mining title or
lease or in payments out of production under a title or lease; or

(xvii) in general:

(A) interest or instrument commonly known as a security;

(B) put, call, straddle, option, or privilege on any security, certificate of
deposit, or group or index of securities, including any interest in a security or
based on the value of a security; or

(C) certificate of interest or participation in, temporary or interim certificate
for, receipt for, guarantee of, or warrant or right to subscribe to or purchase any
of the items in this subsection (22)(a)(xvii).

(b) Security does not include an insurance or endowment policy or annuity
contract under which an insurance company promises to pay a fixed sum of
money either in a lump sum or periodically for life or some other specified period.
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(23) “State” means any state, territory, or possession of the United States, as
well as the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico.

(24) “Transact”, “transact business”, or “transaction” includes the meanings
of the terms “sale”, “sell”, and “offer”
b b .

(25) “Vulnerable person” means:

(a) a person who is at least 60 years of age;

(b) a person who suffers from mental impairment because of frailties or
dependencies typically related to advanced age, such as dementia or memory
loss; or

(c) a person who has a developmental disability as defined in 53-20-102.
(Terminates June 30, 2017—sec. 16, Ch. 58, L. 2011.)

30-10-103. (Effective July 1, 2017) Definitions. When used in parts 1
through 3 of this chapter, unless the context requires otherwise, the following
definitions apply:

(1) (a) “Broker-dealer” means any person engaged in the business of
effecting transactions in securities for the account of others or for the person’s
own account.

(b) The term does not include:

(i) a salesperson, issuer, bank, savings institution, trust company, or
insurance company; or

(i1) a person who does not have a place of business in this state if the person
effects transactions in this state exclusively with or through the issuers of the
securities involved in the transactions, other broker-dealers, or banks, savings
institutions, trust companies, insurance companies, investment companies as
defined in the Investment Company Act of 1940, pension or profit-sharing
trusts, or other financial institutions or institutional buyers, whether acting for
themselves or as trustee.

(2) “Commissioner” means the securities commissioner of this state.

3) (a) “Commodity” means:

(1) any agricultural, grain, or livestock product or byproduct;

(i1) any metal or mineral, including a precious metal, or any gem or gem
stone, whether characterized as precious, semiprecious, or otherwise;

(ii1) any fuel, whether liquid, gaseous, or otherwise;

(iv) foreign currency; and

(v) all other goods, articles, products, or items of any kind.

(b) Commodity does not include:

(1) a numismatic coin with a fair market value at least 15% higher than the
value of the metal it contains;

(i1) real property or any timber, agricultural, or livestock product grown or
raised on real property and offered and sold by the owner or lessee of the real
property; or

(i11) any work of art offered or sold by an art dealer at public auction or offered
or sold through a private sale by the owner.

(4) “Commodity Exchange Act” means the federal statute of that name.

(5) “Commodity futures trading commission” means the independent
regulatory agency established by congress to administer the Commodity
Exchange Act.
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(6) (a) “Commodity investment contract” means any account, agreement, or
contract for the purchase or sale, primarily for speculation or investment
purposes and not for use or consumption by the offeree or purchaser, of one or
more commodities, whether for immediate or subsequent delivery or whether
delivery isintended by the parties and whether characterized as a cash contract,
deferred shipment or deferred delivery contract, forward contract, futures
contract, installment or margin contract, leverage contract, or otherwise. Any
commodity investment contract offered or sold, in the absence of evidence to the
contrary, is presumed to be offered or sold for speculation or investment
purposes.

(b) A commodity investment contract does not include a contract or
agreement that requires, and under which the purchaser receives, within 28
calendar days after the payment in good funds of any portion of the purchase
price, physical delivery of the total amount of each commodity to be purchased
under the contract or agreement. The purchaser is not considered to have
received physical delivery of the total amount of each commodity to be
purchased under the contract or agreement when the commodity or
commodities are held as collateral for a loan or are subject to a lien of any person
when the loan or lien arises in connection with the purchase of each commodity
or commodities.

(7) (a) “Commodity option” means any account, agreement, or contract
giving a party to the account, agreement, or contract the right but not the
obligation to purchase or sell one or more commodities or one or more commodity
contracts, whether characterized as an option, privilege, indemnity, bid, offer,
put, call, advance guaranty, decline guaranty, or otherwise.

(b) The term does not include an option traded on a national securities
exchange registered with the U.S. securities and exchange commission.

(8) (a) “Federal covered adviser” means a person who is registered under
section 203 of the Investment Advisers Act of 1940.

(b) The term does not include a person who would be exempt from the
definition of investment adviser pursuant to subsection (11)(c)(i), (11)(c)@i1),
(1D (o)D), (11)()@v), (11)(e)(v), (1) (c)(v), (11)(c)(vii), or (11)(c)(ix).

(9) “Federal covered security” means a security that is a covered security
under section 18(b) of the Securities Act of 1933 or rules promulgated by the
commissioner.

(10) “Guaranteed” means guaranteed as to payment of principal, interest, or
dividends.

(11) (a) “Investment adviser” means a person who, for compensation,
engages in the business of advising others, either directly or through
publications or writings, as to the value of securities or as to the advisability of
investing in, purchasing, or selling securities or who, for compensation and as a
part of a regular business, issues or promulgates analyses or reports concerning
securities.

(b) The term includes a financial planner or other person who:

(1) as an integral component of other financially related services, provides
the investment advisory services described in subsection (11)(a) to others for
compensation, as part of a business; or

(i1) represents to any person that the financial planner or other person
provides the investment advisory services described in subsection (11)(a) to
others for compensation.

(¢) Investment adviser does not include:
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(1) an investment adviser representative;
(i1) a bank, savings institution, trust company, or insurance company;

(ii1) a lawyer or accountant whose performance of these services is solely
incidental to the practice of the person’s profession or who does not accept or
receive, directly or indirectly, any commission, payment, referral, or other
remuneration as a result of the purchase or sale of securities by a client, does not
recommend the purchase or sale of specific securities, and does not have custody
of client funds or securities for investment purposes;

(iv) a registered broker-dealer whose performance of services described in
subsection (11)(a) is solely incidental to the conduct of business and for which
the broker-dealer does not receive special compensation;

(v) apublisher of any newspaper, news column, newsletter, news magazine,
or business or financial publication or service, whether communicated in hard
copy form or by electronic means or otherwise, that does not consist of the
rendering of advice on the basis of the specific investment situation of each
client;

(vi) a person whose advice, analyses, or reports relate only to securities
exempted by 30-10-104(1);

(vii) an engineer or teacher whose performance of the services described in
subsection (11)(a) is solely incidental to the practice of the person’s profession;

(viii) a federal covered adviser; or

(ix) other persons not within the intent of this subsection (11) as the
commissioner may by rule or order designate.

(12) (a) “Investment adviser representative” means:

(1) any partner of, officer of, director of, or a person occupying a similar
status or performing similar functions, or other individual, except clerical or
ministerial personnel, employed by or associated with an investment adviser
who:

(A) makes any recommendation or otherwise renders advice regarding
securities to clients;

(B) manages accounts or portfolios of clients;

(C) solicits, offers, or negotiates for the sale or sells investment advisory
services; or

(D) supervises employees who perform any of the foregoing; and

(11) with respect to a federal covered adviser, any person who is an
investment adviser representative with a place of business in this state as those
terms are defined by the securities and exchange commission under the
Investment Advisers Act of 1940.

(b) The term does not include a salesperson registered pursuant to
30-10-201(1) whose performance of the services described in subsection (12)(a)
of this section is solely incidental to the conduct of business as a salesperson and
for which the salesperson does not receive special compensation other than fees
relating to the solicitation or offering of investment advisory services of a
registered investment adviser or of a federal covered adviser who has made a
notice filing under parts 1 through 3 of this chapter.

(13) “Issuer” means any person who issues or proposes to issue any security,
except that with respect to certificates of deposit, voting-trust certificates, or
collateral-trust certificates or with respect to certificates of interest or shares in
an unincorporated investment trust not having a board of directors, or persons
performing similar functions, or of the fixed, restricted management, or unit
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type, the term “issuer” means the person or persons performing the acts and
assuming the duties of depositor or manager pursuant to the provisions of the
trust or other agreement or instrument under which the security is issued.

(14) “Nonissuer” means not directly or indirectly for the benefit of the issuer.

(15) “Offer” or “offer to sell” includes each attempt or offer to dispose of or
solicitation of an offer to buy a security or interest in a security for value.

(16) “Person” means an individual, a corporation, a partnership, an
association, a joint-stock company, a trust in which the interests of the
beneficiaries are evidenced by a security, an unincorporated organization, a
government, or a political subdivision of a government.

(17) “Precious metal” means the following, in coin, bullion, or other form:

(a) silver;

(b) gold;

(c) platinum;

(d) palladium;

(e) copper; and

(f) other items as the commissioner may by rule or order specify.

(18) “Registered broker-dealer” means a broker-dealer registered pursuant
to 30-10-201.

(19) “Sale” or “sell” includes each contract of sale of, contract to sell, or
disposition of a security or interest in a security for value.

(20) (a) “Salesperson” means an individual other than a broker-dealer who
represents a broker-dealer or issuer in effecting or attempting to effect sales of
securities. A partner, officer, or director of a broker-dealer or issuer is a
salesperson only if the person otherwise comes within this definition.

(b) Salesperson does not include an individual who represents:

(1) an issuer in:

(A) effecting a transaction in a security exempted by 30-10-104(1), (2), (3),
(8), (9), (10), or (11);

(B) effecting transactions exempted by 30-10-105, except when registration
as a salesperson, pursuant to 30-10-201, is required by 30-10-105 or by any rule
promulgated under 30-10-105;

(C) effecting transactions in a federal covered security described in section
18(b)(4)(D) of the Securities Act of 1933 if a commission or other remuneration is
not paid or given directly or indirectly for soliciting a prospective buyer; or

(D) effecting transactions with existing employees, partners, or directors of
the issuer if no commission or other remuneration is paid or given directly or
indirectly for soliciting any person in this state; or

(i) a broker-dealer in effecting in this state solely those transactions
described in section 15(h)(2) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934.

(21) “Securities Act of 1933", “Securities Exchange Act of 1934", “Energy
Policy Act of 2005", “Investment Advisors Act of 1940", and “Investment
Company Act of 1940" mean the federal statutes of those names.

(22) (a) “Security” means any:

(1) note;

(i1) stock;

(iii) treasury stock;

@iv) bond;
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(v) commodity investment contract;

(vi) commodity option;

(vii) debenture;

(viii) evidence of indebtedness;

(ix) certificate of interest or participation in any profit-sharing agreement;

(x) collateral-trust certificate;

(x1) preorganization certificate or subscription; transferable shares;

(xii) investment contract;

(x1il) voting-trust certificate;

(xiv) certificate of deposit for a security;

(xv) viatical settlement purchase agreement;

(xvi) certificate of interest or participation in an oil, gas, or mining title or
lease or in payments out of production under a title or lease; or

(xvii) in general:

(A) interest or instrument commonly known as a security;

(B) put, call, straddle, option, or privilege on any security, certificate of
deposit, or group or index of securities, including any interest in a security or
based on the value of a security; or

(C) certificate of interest or participationin, temporary or interim certificate
for, receipt for, guarantee of, or warrant or right to subscribe to or purchase any
of the items in this subsection (22)(a)(xvii).

(b) Security does not include an insurance or endowment policy or annuity
contract under which an insurance company promises to pay a fixed sum of
money either in a lump sum or periodically for life or some other specified period.

(23) “State” means any state, territory, or possession of the United States, as
well as the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico.

(24) “Transact”, “transact business”, or “transaction” includes the meanings
of the terms “sale”, “sell”, and “offer”.

(25) “Vulnerable person” means:

(a) a person who is at least 60 years of age;

(b) a person who suffers from mental impairment because of frailties or
dependencies typically related to advanced age, such as dementia or memory
loss; or

(c) a person who has a developmental disability as defined in 53-20-102.”

Section 2. Section 30-10-305, MCA, is amended to read:

“30-10-305. (Temporary) Injunctions and other remedies —
limitations on actions. (1) If it appears to the commissioner that any person
has engaged or is about to engage in any act or practice constituting a violation
of any provision of parts 1 through 3 of this chapter or any rule or order under
this chapter, the commissioner may:

(a) 1ssue an order directing the person to cease and desist from continuing
the act or practice after reasonable notice and opportunity for a hearing. The
commissioner may issue a temporary order pending the hearing that:

(1) remains in effect until 10 days after the hearings examiner issues
proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law and a proposed order; or

(i1) becomes final if the person to whom notice is addressed does not request a
hearing within 15 days after receipt of the notice; or
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(b) without the issuance of a cease and desist order, bring an action in any
court of competent jurisdiction to enjoin any acts or practices and to enforce
compliance with parts 1 through 3 of this chapter or any rule or order under this
chapter. Upon a proper showing, a permanent or temporary injunction,
restraining order, or writ of mandamus must be granted and a receiver or
conservator may be appointed for the defendant or the defendant’s assets. The
commissioner may not be required to post a bond. If the commissioner prevails,
the commissioner is entitled to reasonable attorney fees as fixed by the court.

(2) A final judgment or decree, criminal or civil, determining that a person
has violated parts 1 through 3 of this chapter in an action brought by the
commissioner for the violation, other than a consent judgment or decree entered
before trial, is prima facie evidence against that person in an action brought
against the person under 30-10-307.

(3) (a) The commissioner may, after giving reasonable notice and an
opportunity for a hearing under this section, impose a fine not to exceed $5,000
per violation upon a person found to have engaged in any act or practice
constituting a violation of any provision of parts 1 through 3 of this chapter or
any rule or order issued under parts 1 through 3 of this chapter.

(b) If the commissioner finds that a person has willfully engaged in an act or
practice identified in subsection (3)(a) and the act or practice affected a
vulnerable person, the commissioner may impose a fine not to exceed $20,000 per
violation.

(c) The A fine under this subsection (3) is in addition to all other penalties
imposed by the laws of this state and must be collected by the commissioner in
the name of the state of Montana and deposited in the general fund.

(d) Imposition of any fine under this subsection (3)is an order from which an
appeal may be taken pursuant to 30-10-308. If any person fails to pay a fine
referred to in this subsection (3), the amount of the fine is a lien upon all of the
assets and property of the person in this state and may be recovered by suit by
the commissioner and deposited in the general fund. Failure of the person to pay
a fine also constitutes a forfeiture of the right to do business in this state under
parts 1 through 3 of this chapter.

(4) (a) An administrative or civil action may not be maintained by the
commissioner under this section to enforce a liability based on a violation of
30-10-201(1) through (3) or 30-10-202 unless it is brought within 2 years after
the violation occurs.

(b) An administrative or civil action may not be maintained by the
commissioner under this section to enforce a liability based on a violation of
parts 1 through 3 of this chapter or any rule or order issued under this chapter,
except 30-10-201(1) through (3) and 30-10-202, unless it is brought within 2
years after discovery by the commissioner or the commissioner’s staff of the facts
constituting the violation.

(c) An action may not be maintained under this section to enforce any
liability founded on a violation of parts 1 through 3 of this chapter or any rule or
order issued under this chapter unless it is brought within 5 years after the
transaction on which the action is based.

(5) The commissioner in an administrative order requiring the payment of
restitution or a court in a judicial order or judgment requiring payment of
restitution may include a provision requiring a person determined to have
violated any provision of parts 1 through 3 of this chapter to contribute an
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amount to the securities restitution assistance fund created by 30-10-1004.
(Terminates June 30, 2017—sec. 16, Ch. 58, L. 2011.)

30-10-305. (Effective July 1,2017) Injunctions and other remedies —
limitations on actions. (1) If it appears to the commissioner that any person
has engaged or is about to engage in any act or practice constituting a violation
of any provision of parts 1 through 3 of this chapter or any rule or order under
this chapter, the commissioner may:

(a) issue an order directing the person to cease and desist from continuing
the act or practice after reasonable notice and opportunity for a hearing. The
commissioner may issue a temporary order pending the hearing that:

(1) remains in effect until 10 days after the hearing examiner issues
proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law and a proposed order; or

(i1) becomes final if the person to whom notice is addressed does not request a
hearing within 15 days after receipt of the notice; or

(b) without the issuance of a cease and desist order, bring an action in any
court of competent jurisdiction to enjoin any acts or practices and to enforce
compliance with parts 1 through 3 of this chapter or any rule or order under this
chapter. Upon a proper showing, a permanent or temporary injunction,
restraining order, or writ of mandamus must be granted and a receiver or
conservator may be appointed for the defendant or the defendant’s assets. The
commissioner may not be required to post a bond. If the commissioner prevails,
the commissioneris entitled to reasonable attorneys’ fees as fixed by the court.

(2) A final judgment or decree, criminal or civil, determining that a person
has violated parts 1 through 3 of this chapter in an action brought by the
commissioner for the violation, other than a consent judgment or decree entered
before trial, is prima facie evidence against that person in an action brought
against the person under 30-10-307.

(3) (a) The commissioner may, after giving reasonable notice and an
opportunity for a hearing under this section, impose a fine not to exceed $5,000
per violation upon a person found to have engaged in any act or practice
constituting a violation of any provision of parts 1 through 3 of this chapter or
any rule or order issued under parts 1 through 3 of this chapter.

(b) If the commissioner finds that a person has willfully engaged in any act or
practice identified in subsection (3)(a) and the act or practice affected a
vulnerable person, the commissioner may impose a fine not to exceed $20,000 per
violation.

(c) Fhe A fine under this subsection (3) is in addition to all other penalties
imposed by the laws of this state and must be collected by the commissioner in
the name of the state of Montana and deposited in the general fund.

(d) Imposition of any fine under this subsection (3)is an order from which an
appeal may be taken pursuant to 30-10-308. If any person fails to pay a fine
referred to in this subsection (3), the amount of the fine is a lien upon all of the
assets and property of the person in this state and may be recovered by suit by
the commissioner and deposited in the general fund. Failure of the person to pay
a fine also constitutes a forfeiture of the right to do business in this state under
parts 1 through 3 of this chapter.

(4) (a) An administrative or civil action may not be maintained by the
commissioner under this section to enforce a liability founded on a violation of
30-10-201(1) through (3) or 30-10-202 unless it is brought within 2 years after
the violation occurs.
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(b) An administrative or civil action may not be maintained by the
commissioner under this section to enforce a liability founded on a violation of
parts 1 through 3 of this chapter or any rule or order issued under this chapter,
except 30-10-201(1) through (3) and 30-10-202, unless it is brought within 2
years after discovery by the commissioner or the commissioner’s staff of the facts
constituting the violation.

(¢) An action may not be maintained under this section to enforce any
liability founded on a violation of parts 1 through 3 of this chapter or any rule or
order issued under this chapter unless it is brought within 5 years after the
transaction on which the action is based.”

Section 3. Section 30-10-306, MCA, is amended to read:

“30-10-306. Criminal liabilities. (1) Any A person who willfully violates
any provision of parts 1 through 3 of this chapter except 30-10-302, who willfully
violates any rule or order under parts 1 through 3 of this chapter, or who
willfully violates 30-10-302 knowing the statement made to be false or
misleading in any material respect shall upon conviction be fined not more than
$5,000 or imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both. However, if the person
convicted has been previously convicted of a felony in any way involving
securities, imprisonment for not less than 1 year is mandatory.

(2) A person who willfully violates 30-10-301 with knowledge that the
violation would affect a vulnerable person shall upon conviction be fined not
more than $20,000 or imprisoned not more than 20 years, or both.

(3) Anindictment or information may not be returned under parts 1 through
3 of this chapter more than 8 years after the alleged violation. However, the time
limitation period may be extended allowing commencement of a prosecution
within 1 year after the date the commissioner or other prosecuting officer
becomes aware of the violation.

{2)(4) The commissioner may refer evidence that may be available
concerning violations of parts 1 through 3 of this chapter or of any rule or
order under parts 1 through 3 of this chapter to the attorney general or the
proper prosecuting attorney, who may in the prosecutor’s discretion, with or
without a reference, institute the appropriate criminal proceedings under parts
1 through 3 of this chapter.

3)(5) Parts 1 through 3 of this chapter do not limit the power of the state to
punish any person for any conduct that constitutes a crime.”

Section 4. Section 30-10-1003, MCA, is amended to read:

“30-10-1003. (Temporary) Definitions. As used in this part, the following
definitions apply:

(1) “Claimant” means a person who files an application for restitution
assistance under this part on behalf of a victim. The claimant and the victim
may be the same but do not have to be the same. The term includes the named
party in a restitution award in a final order, the executor of a named party in a
restitution award in a final order, and the heirs and assigns of a named party in
a restitution award in a final order.

(2) “Department” means the office of the securities commissioner
established in 2-15-1901.

(3) “Final order” means a final order issued by the commissioner or a final
order in a legal action initiated by the commissioner.

(4) “Fund” means the securities restitution assistance fund created by
30-10-1004.
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(5) “Securities violation” means a violation of this chapter and any related
administrative rules.

(6) “Victim” means a person who was awarded restitution in a final order.

(7) “Vulnerable person” means:

(a) a person who is at least 60 years of age;

(b) a person who suffers from mental impairment because of frailties or
dependencies typically related to advanced age, such as dementia or memory
loss; or

(c) a person who has a developmental disability as defined in 53-20-102.
(Terminates June 30, 2017—sec. 16, Ch. 58, L. 2011.)”

Section 5. Section 30-10-1006, MCA, is amended to read:

“30-10-1006. (Temporary) Application for restitution assistance —
maximum amount of restitution assistance award. (1) A person who is
eligible for restitution assistance under this part may submit an application, in
a manner and form prescribed by the commissioner, to the department.

(2) An application must be received by the department within 2 years after
the deadline for payment of restitution established in the final order.

(3) The Except as provided in subsection (4), the maximum award from the
fund for each claimant is the lesser of $25,000 or 25% of the amount of unpaid
restitution awarded in a final order.

(4) If the claimant is a vulnerable person, the maximum award from the fund
is the lesser of $50,000 or 50% of the amount of unpaid restitution awarded in the
final order. (Terminates June 30, 2017—sec. 16, Ch. 58, L.. 2011.)”

Section 6. Saving clause. [This act] does not affect rights and duties that
matured, penalties that were incurred, or proceedings that were begun before
[the effective date of this act].

Section 7. Severability. If a part of [this act] is invalid, all valid parts that
are severable from the invalid part remain in effect. If a part of [this act] is
invalid in one or more of its applications, the part remains in effect in all valid
applications that are severable from the invalid applications.

Section 8. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.

Approved February 18, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 29
[HB 67]

AN ACTREMOVING THE WALL STREET JOURNAL AS THE SOURCE FOR
DETERMINING THE AVERAGE PRICE FOR A BARREL OF WEST TEXAS
INTERMEDIATE CRUDE OIL; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 15-36-303,
15-36-304, AND 20-9-518, MCA.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 15-36-303, MCA, is amended to read:

“15-36-303. Definitions. As used in this part, the following definitions
apply:

(1) “Board” means the board of oil and gas conservation provided for in
2-15-3303.

(2) “Department” means the department of revenue provided for in
2-15-1301.
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(3) “Enhanced recovery project” means the use of any process for the
displacement of oil from the earth other than primary recovery and includes the
use of an immiscible, miscible, chemical, thermal, or biological process.

(4) “Existing enhanced recovery project” means an enhanced recovery
project that began development before January 1, 1994.

(5) “Expanded enhanced recovery project” or “expansion” means the
addition of injection wells or production wells, the recompletion of existing wells
as horizontally completed wells, the change of an injection pattern, or other
operating changes to an existing enhanced recovery project that will result in
the recovery of oil that would not otherwise be recovered. The project must be
developed after December 31, 1993.

(6) “Gross taxable value”, for the purpose of computing the oil and natural
gas production tax, means the gross value of the product as determined in
15-36-305.

(7) “Horizontal drain hole” means that portion of a well bore with 70 degrees
to 110 degrees deviation from the vertical and a horizontal projection within the
common source of supply, as that term is defined by the board, that exceeds 100
feet.

(8) “Horizontally completed well” means:

(a) a well with one or more horizontal drain holes; and or

(b) any other well classified by the board as a horizontally completed well.

(9) “Incremental production” means:

(a) the volume of oil produced by a new enhanced recovery project, by a well
in primary recovery recompleted as a horizontally completed well, or by an
expanded enhanced recovery project, which volume of production is in excess of
the production decline rate established under the conditions existing before:

(1) the—ecommeneement—of commencing the recompletion of a well as a
horizontally completed well;

(i1) expansionof expanding the existing enhanced recovery project; or

(ii1)) commencing a new enhanced recovery project; or

(b) in the case of any project that had no taxable production prior to
commencing the enhanced recovery project, all production of oil from the
enhanced recovery project.

(10) “Natural gas” or “gas” means natural gas and other fluid hydrocarbons,
other than oil, produced at the wellhead.

(11) “New enhanced recovery project” means an enhanced recovery project
that began development after December 31, 1993.

(12) “Nonworking interest owner” means any interest owner who does not
share in the exploration, development, and operation costs of the lease or unit,
except for production taxes.

(13) “Oil” means crude petroleum or mineral oil and other hydrocarbons,
regardless of gravity, that are produced at the wellhead in liquid form and that
are not the result of condensation of gas after it leaves the wellhead.

(14) “Operator” or “producer” means a person who produces oil or natural gas
within this state or who owns, controls, manages, leases, or operates within this
state any well or wells from which any marketable oil or natural gas is extracted
or produced.

(15) “Post-1999 well” means an oil or natural gas well drilled on or after
January 1, 1999, that produces oil or natural gas or a well that has not produced
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oil or natural gas during the 5 years immediately preceding the first month of
qualifying as a post-1999 well.

(16) “Pre-1999 well” means an oil or natural gas well that was drilled before
January 1, 1999.

(17) “Primary recovery” means the displacement of oil from the earth into
the well bore by means of the natural pressure of the oil reservoir and includes
artificial lift.

(18) “Production decline rate” means the projected rate of future oil
production, extrapolated by a method approved by the board, that must be
determined for a project area prior to commencing a new or expanded enhanced
recovery project or the recompletion of a well as a horizontally completed well.
The approved production decline rate must be certified in writing to the
department by the board. In that certification, the board shall identify the
project area and shall specify the projected rate of future oil production by
calendar year and by calendar quarter within each year. The certified rate of
future oil production must be used to determine the volume of incremental
production that qualifies for the tax rate imposed under 15-36-304(5)(e).

(19) (a) “Qualifying production” means the first 12 months of production of
oil or natural gas from a well drilled after December 31, 1998, or the first 18
months of production of oil or natural gas from a horizontally completed well
drilled after December 31, 1998, or from a well that has not produced oil or
natural gas during the 5 years immediately preceding the first month of
qualifying production.

(b) Qualifying production does not include oil production from a horizontally
recompleted well.

(20) “Secondary recovery project” means an enhanced recovery project, other
than a tertiary recovery project, that commenced or was expanded after
December 31, 1993, and meets each of the following requirements:

(a) The project must be certified as a secondary recovery project to the
department by the board. The certification may be extended only after notice
and hearing in accordance with Title 2, chapter 4.

(b) The property to be affected by the project must be adequately delineated
according to the specifications required by the board.

(¢) The project must involve the application of secondary recovery methods
that can reasonably be expected to result in an increase, determined by the
board to be significant in light of all the facts and circumstances, in the amount
of oil that may potentially be recovered. For purposes of this part, secondary
recovery methods include but are not limited to:

(1) the injection of water into the producing formation for the purposes of
maintaining pressure in that formation or for the purpose of increasing the flow
of o1l from the producing formation to a producing well bore; or

(i1) any other method approved by the board as a secondary recovery method.

(21) “Stripper natural gas” means the natural gas produced from any well
that produces less than 60,000 cubic feet of natural gas a day during the
calendar year immediately preceding the current year. Production must be
determined by dividing the amount of production from a lease or unitized area
for the year immediately preceding the current calendar year by the number of
producing wells in the lease or unitized area and by dividing the resulting
quotient by 365.

(22) (a) “Stripper o0il” means the oil produced from any well that produces
more than 3 barrels but less fewer than 15 barrels a day for the calendar year
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immediately preceding the current year if the average price for a barrel of eit-as

west Texas intermediate crude oil during
a calendar quarter is less than $30 a-barrel. If the price of oil is equal to or
greater than $30 a barrel in a calendar quarter, there is no stripper tax rate in
that quarter.

(b) The average price for a barrel is computed by dividing the sum of the
daily price for a barrel of west Texas intermediate crude oil as-reported-inthe
Wal-StreetJournal for the calendar quarter by the number of days on which the
price was reported in the quarter.

(¢) Production must be determined by dividing the amount of production
from a lease or unitized area for the year immediately preceding the current
calendar year by the number of producing wells in the lease or unitized area and
by then dividing the resulting quotient by 365.

(23) “Stripper well exemption” or “stripper well bonus” means petroleum and
other mineral or crude oil produced by a stripper well that produces 3 barrels a
day or less. Production from this type of well must be determined as provided in
subsection (22)(c).

(24) “Tertiary recovery project” means an enhanced recovery project, other
than a secondary recovery project, using a tertiary recovery method that meets
the following requirements:

(a) The project must be certified as a tertiary recovery project to the
department by the board. The certification may be extended only after notice
and hearing in accordance with Title 2, chapter 4.

(b) The property to be affected by the project must be adequately delineated
in the certification according to the specifications required by the board.

(c) The project must involve the application of one or more tertiary recovery
methods that can reasonably be expected to result in an increase, determined by
the board to be significant in light of all the facts and circumstances, in the
amount of crude oil that may potentially be recovered. For purposes of this part,
tertiary recovery methods include but are not limited to:

(1) miscible fluid displacement;

(i1) steam drive injection;

(ii1) micellar/emulsion flooding;

(iv) in situ combustion;

(v) polymer augmented water flooding;

(vi) cyclic steam injection;

(vii) alkaline or caustic flooding;

(viii) carbon dioxide water flooding;

(ix) immiscible carbon dioxide displacement; ex and

(x) any other method approved by the board as a tertiary recovery method.

(25) “Well” or “wells” means a single well or a group of wells in one field or
production unit and under the control of one operator or producer.

(26) “Working interest owner” means the owner of an interest in an oil or
natural gas well or wells who bears any portion of the exploration, development,
and operating costs of the well or wells.”

Section 2. Section 15-36-304, MCA, is amended to read:

“15-36-304. Production tax rates imposed on oil and natural gas —
exemption. (1) The production of oil and natural gas is taxed as provided in this
section. The tax is distributed as provided in 15-36-331 and 15-36-332.
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(2) Natural gasistaxed on the gross taxable value of production based on the
type of well and type of production according to the following schedule for
working interest and nonworking interest owners:

Working  Nonworking

Interest Interest

(a) (1) first 12 months of qualifying production 0.5% 14.8%
(i) after 12 months:

(A) pre-1999 wells 14.8% 14.8%
(B) post-1999 wells 9% 14.8%
(b) stripper natural gas pre-1999 wells 11% 14.8%
(c) horizontally completed well production:

(1) first 18 months of qualifying production 0.5% 14.8%
(i1) after 18 months 9% 14.8%

(38) The reduced tax rates under subsection (2)(a)(i) on production for the
first 12 months of natural gas production from a well begins begin following the
last day of the calendar month immediately preceding the month in which
natural gas is placed in a natural gas distribution system, provided that
notification has been given to the department.

(4) The reduced tax rate rates under subsection (2)(c)(i) on production from a
horizontally completed well for the first 18 months of production begins begin
following the last day of the calendar month immediately preceding the month
in which natural gas is placed in a natural gas distribution system, provided
that notification has been given to the department.

(5) Oilis taxed on the gross taxable value of production based on the type of
well and type of production according to the following schedule for working
interest and nonworking interest owners:

Working  Nonworking

Interest Interest
(a) primary recovery production:
(1) first 12 months of qualifying production 0.5% 14.8%
(i1) after 12 months:
(A) pre-1999 wells 12.5% 14.8%
(B) post-1999 wells 9% 14.8%
(b) stripper oil production:
(1) first 1 through 10 barrels a day production 5.5% 14.8%
(i1) more than 10 barrels a day production 9.0% 14.8%
(c) (1) stripper well exemption production 0.5% 14.8%
(i1) stripper well bonus production 6.0% 14.8%
(d) horizontally completed well production:
(1) first 18 months of qualifying production 0.5% 14.8%
(i1) after 18 months:
(A) pre-1999 wells 12.5% 14.8%
(B) post-1999 wells 9% 14.8%
(e) incremental production:
(1) new or expanded secondary recovery production 8.5% 14.8%

(i1) new or expanded tertiary production 5.8% 14.8%
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() horizontally recompleted well:

(1) first 18 months 5.5% 14.8%
(i1) after 18 months:

(A) pre-1999 wells 12.5% 14.8%
(B) post-1999 wells 9% 14.8%

(6) (a) The reduced tax rates under subsection (5)(a)(i) for the first 12 months
of oil production from a well begins begin following the last day of the calendar
month immediately preceding the month in which oil is pumped or flows,
provided that notification has been given to the department.

(b) (1) The reduced tax rates under subsection (5)(d)(i) on oil production from
a horizontally completed well for the first 18 months of production begins begin
following the last day of the calendar month immediately preceding the month
in which oil is pumped or flows if the well has been certified as a horizontally
completed well to the department by the board.

(i1) The reduced tax rate rates under subsection (5)(f)(i) on oil production
from a horizontally recompleted well for the first 18 months of production begins
begin following the last day of the calendar month immediately preceding the
month in which oil is pumped or flows if the well has been certified as a
horizontally recompleted well to the department by the board.

(¢c) Incremental production is taxed as provided 1 in subsection (5)(e) only if
the average price for eaeh a barrel of
for west Texas intermediate crude oil during a calendar quarter is less than $30
abarrel. If the price of oil is equal to or greater than $30 a barrel in a calendar
quarter as determined in subsection (6)(e), then incremental production from
pre-1999 wells and from post-1999 wells is taxed at the rate imposed on primary
recovery production under subsections (5)(a)(ii)(A) and (5)(a)(ii)(B),
respectively, for production occurring in that quarter, other than exempt
stripper well production.

(d) (1) Stripper well exemptlon production is taxed as provided in subsection
(5)(c)(@) only if the average price for a barrel of ei%as&eepefted—m%he—\ﬂa}}SHﬂeet
Journalfor west Texas intermediate crude oil during a calendar quarter is less
than $38 a-barrel. If the price of oil is equal to or greater than $38 a barrel, there
is no stripper well exemption tax rate and oil produced from a well that produces
3 barrels a day or less is taxed as stripper well bonus production.

(i1) Stripper well bonus production is subject to taxation as provided in
subsection (5)(c)(ii) only if the average price for a barrel of eil-as-repertedin-the
Wall-Street-Journalfor west Texas intermediate crude oil during a calendar
quarter is equal to or greater than $38 abarrel.

(e) For the purposes of subsections (6)(c) and (6)(d), the average price for
each barrel must be computed by dividing the sum of the daily price for a barrel
of west Texas intermediate crude oil asreperted-in-the- Weall Street-Journal for
the calendar quarter by the number of days on which the price was reported in
the quarter.

(7) (a) The tax rates imposed under subsections (2) and (5) on working
interest owners and nonworking interest owners must be adjusted to include
the total of the privilege and license tax adopted by the board of oil and gas
conservation pursuant to 82-11-131 and the derived rate for the oil and gas
natural resource distribution account as determined under subsection (7)(b).

(b) The total of the privilege and license tax and the tax for the oil and gas
natural resource distribution account established in 90-6-1001(1) may not
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exceed 0.3%. The base rate for the tax for oil and gas natural resource
distribution account funding is 0.08%, but when the rate adopted pursuant to
82-11-131 by the board of oil and gas conservation for the privilege and license
tax:

(1) exceeds 0.22%, the rate for the tax to fund the oil and gas natural resource
distribution account is equal to the difference between the rate adopted by the
board of oil and gas conservation and 0.3%; or

(ii) is less than 0.18%, the rate for the tax to fund the oil and gas natural
resource distribution account is equal to the difference between the rate adopted
by the board of oil and gas conservation and 0.26%.

(c) The board of oil and gas conservation shall give the department at least
90 days’ notice of any change in the rate adopted by the board. Any rate change
of the tax to fund the oil and gas natural resource distribution account is
effective at the same time that the board of oil and gas conservation rate is
effective.

(8) Any interest in production owned by the state or a local government is
exempt from taxation under this section.”

Section 3. Section 20-9-518, MCA, is amended to read:

“20-9-518. County school oil and natural gas impact fund. (1) The
governing body of a county receiving an allocation under 20-9-310(4)(b) shall
establish a county school oil and natural gas impact fund.

(2) Money received by a county pursuant to 20-9-310(4)(b) must remain in
the fund and may not be appropriated by the governing body until:

(a) the amount of oil and natural gas production taxes received by a school
district for the fiscal year is 50% or less of the amount of the average received by
the district in the previous 4 fiscal years; or

(b) the average price for a barrel of et
for west Texas intermediate crude oil during a calendar quarter is less than $65
a-barrel. The average price for each barrel must be computed by dividing the
sum of the daily price for a barrel of west Texas intermediate crude oil as
i for the calendar quarter by the number of
days on which the price was reported in the quarter.

(3) (a) Within 120 days following the end of the fiscal year, the
superintendent of public instruction shall determine if the criteria in subsection
(2)(a) have been met and the department of revenue shall determine if the
criteria in subsection (2)(b) have been met.

(b) If it is determined under subsection (3)(a) that the criteria in subsection
(2)(a) or (2)(b) have been met, the superintendent of public instruction or the
department of revenue shall notify the county treasurer.

(4) Upon notification under subsection (3)(b), the county treasurer shall
allocate 80% of the money proportionally to affected high school districts and
elementary school districts in the county, which must be calculated by dividing
the total funds available for distribution by the total number of quality
educators, as defined in 20-4-502, employed by the qualifying school districts in
the county in the immediately preceding school fiscal year. The number of
quality educators used for the calculation under this subsection in a district
with territory in more than one county must be prorated based on the average
number belonging of the district residing in school district territory located in
each respective county. A school district receiving this money may deposit the
funds in any budgeted fund of the district at the discretion of the trustees.
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(5) The governing body of the county may use 20% of the money in the fund to:

(a) pay for outstanding capital project bonds or other expenses incurred
prior to the reduction in the price of oil or the reduction in the receipt of oil and
natural gas production taxes described in subsection (2);

(b) offset property tax levy increases that are directly caused by the
cessation or reduction of oil and natural gas activity;

(c) promote diversification and development of the economic base within the
jurisdiction;

(d) attract new industry to the area impacted by changes in oil and natural
gas activity leading to the reduction in the price of oil or the reduction in the
receipt of oil and natural gas production taxes described in subsection (2); or

(e) provide cash incentives for expanding the employment base of the area
impacted by the changes in oil and natural gas activity leading to the reduction
in the price of oil or the reduction in the receipt of oil and natural gas production
taxes described in subsection (2).

(6) Except as provided in subsection (5)(b), money held in the fund may not
be considered as fund balance for the purpose of reducing mill levies.

(7) Money in the fund must be invested as provided by law. Interest and
income from the investment of money in the fund must be credited to the fund.”

Approved February 18, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 30
[HB 91]

AN ACT STANDARDIZING THE PER DIEM PAYMENTS TO MEMBERS OF
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ADVISORY BOARDS AND COUNCILS;
AMENDING SECTIONS 80-2-202, 80-8-108, 80-11-203, 80-11-305, 80-11-404,
AND 90-9-201, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:
Section 1. Section 80-2-202, MCA, is amended to read:

“80-2-202. Compensation of presiding officer and officers. (1) The
appointed members of the board of hail insurance i i
are entitled to compensation as provided in 2-15-122 for each day they are
engaged in the transaction of official business.

(2) All board members and employees must be allowed expenses as provided
in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503.

(3) All other public officials specified in this chapter shall perform the duties
relative to hail insurance without other compensation than that allowed by
law.”

Section 2. Section 80-8-108, MCA, is amended to read:

“80-8-108. Advisory council. (1) (a) The director of agriculture may
appoint an advisory council to study and make recommendations on special
pesticide problems in the state. The council consists of individuals representing,
equally, the controlled industry, agriculture, health, and wildlife.

(b) Governmental personnel, university personnel not included, may not be
represented on the council. Governmental personnel shall meet with the council
in an advisory capacity when requested by the council.

(¢) The council may not exceed 12 members.
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(d) The director of agriculture shall establish the time period in which the
council shall exist. The time period may not exceed 2 years.

(2) The department of agriculture shall provide the necessary
administrative, secretarial, and any other essential #tems support to the council.

£2)(3) Each member of the council mustreeceive-asecompensationforserviees
thesumof $26-a-day is entitled to compensation as provided in 2-15-122for each
day aetwally spent in the performance of duties and must be reimbursed for
travel expenses as provided fer in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503.

{3)}(4) The council may request that the department hold a public hearing to
assist it in gathering factual data and information on the special problems
assigned it.”

Section 3. Section 80-11-203, MCA, is amended to read:

“80 11- 203 Compensatlon — per dlem Members of the commlttee shall

may not receive a salary but are
entitled to compensation as provided in 2-15-122 for each day they are engaged
in the transaction of official business;
and must be reimbursed for travel expenses, as provided for in 2-18-501 through
2-18-503, incurred while on official business.”
Section 4. Section 80-11-305, MCA, 1is amended to read:

“80-11-305. Compensation — per diem. Each committee member is
entitled to $25-eompensation compensation as provided in 2-15-122 for each day
that the member is engaged in the transaction of official business;together-with
aetual-and-neeessary and must be reimbursed for travel expenses; as provided
for in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503.”

Section 5. Section 80-11-404, MCA, is amended to read:

“80-11-404. Compensation — per diem. Each committee member is
entitled to $25 compensatlon as provided in 2-15-122 for each day that the
member is engaged in the transaction of official busmess%ege%heew&%hﬂet&a%

and must be reimbursed for travel expenses as provided for in
2-18-501 through 2-18-503.”

Section 6. Section 90-9-201, MCA, is amended to read:

“90-9-201. Council organization — meetings. (1) The members of the
council shall select a member as presiding officer. The council may establish
other offices and select council members to fill these offices.

(2) The council shall meet quarterly and at other times as determined by the
presiding officer or a majority of the council.

(3) Each committee member, except the director of the department and the
director of the department of commerce, is entitled to:

(a) $50 compensation as provided in 2-15-122 for each day that the member
is engaged in the transaction of official business, including travel to and from
official business; and

(b) necessary travel expenses as provided for in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503.”

Section 7. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.

Approved February 18, 2015
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CHAPTER NO. 31
[HB 105]

AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE TO
OPERATE AN ANALYTICAL LABORATORY; ALLOWING THE
DEPARTMENT TO SET FEES FOR ANALYTICAL SERVICES; PROVIDING
RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE
EFFECTIVE DATE.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Analytical laboratory services —rulemaking authority —
deposit of fees. (1) The department is authorized to provide analytical
laboratory services for:

(a) programs it operates under this title;

(b) other state or federal agencies; and

(c) private parties.

(2) The department may enter into a contract or a memorandum of
understanding for the space and equipment necessary for operation of the
analytical laboratory.

(3) (a) The department may adopt rules establishing fees for testing services
required under this title or provided to another state agency, a federal agency, or
a private party.

(b) Money collected from the fees must be deposited in the appropriate
related account in the state special revenue fund to the credit of the department
to pay costs related to analytical laboratory services provided pursuant to this
section.

Section 2. Codification instruction. [Section 1] is intended to be codified
as anintegral part of Title 80, chapter 1, and the provisions of Title 80, chapter 1,
apply to [section 1].

Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.

Approved February 18, 2015

CHAPTER NO. 32
[HB 108]

AN ACT LIMITING ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES FOR THE NOXIOUS
WEED MANAGEMENT PROGRAM TO 12% OF THE TOTAL AMOUNT
AWARDED THROUGH GRANTS AND CONTRACTS IN THE PREVIOUS
FISCALYEAR; AMENDING SECTION 80-7-814, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 80-7-814, MCA, is amended to read:

“80-7-814. Administration and expenditure of funds. (1) The
provisions of this section constitute the noxious weed management program.

(2) (a) Except as provided in subsection (2)(b), money deposited in the
noxious weed management trust fund may not be committed or expended until
the principal reaches $10 million.

(b) In the case of a noxious weed emergency, as provided in 80-7-815, a vote
of three-fourths of the members of each house of the legislature may appropriate
principal from the trust fund.
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(c) Interest or revenue generated by the trust fund, excluding unrealized
gains and losses, must be deposited in the noxious weed management special
revenue fund and may be expended for noxious weed management projects
before the principal of the noxious weed management trust reaches $10 million
with a majority vote of each house of the legislature.

(d) Any grant funds, regardless of the time at which the grant was awarded,
that are not fully expended upon termination of the contract or an extension of
the contract, not to exceed 1 year, must revert to the department. The
department shall use any reverted funds for future grant awards, provided the
noxious weed management trust fund principal exceeds $10 million as provided
in subsection (2)(a).

(e) The department may not apply for or receive grant awards from the
noxious weed management special revenue fund.

(3) The principal of the noxious weed management trust fund in excess of
$10 million may be appropriated by a majority vote of each house of the
legislature. Appropriations of the principal in excess of $10 million may be used
only to fund the noxious weed management program.

(4) The department may expend funds under this section through grants or
contracts to communities, weed management districts, or other entities that it
considers appropriate for noxious weed management projects. A project is
eligible to receive funds only if the county in which the project occurs has funded
its own weed management program using one of the following methods,
whichever is less:

(a) levying an amount of not less than 1.6 mills or an equivalent amount
from another source; or

(b) appropriating an amount of not less than $100,000 from any source.

(5) The department may expend funds without the restrictions specified in
subsection (4) for the following:

(a) employment of a new and innovative noxious weed management project
or the development, implementation, or demonstration of any noxious weed
management project that may be proposed, implemented, or established by
local, state, or national organizations, whether public or private. The
expenditures must be on a cost-share basis with the organizations.

(b) cost-share noxious weed management programs with local weed
management districts;

(c) special grants to local weed management districts to eradicate or contain
significant noxious weeds newly introduced into the county. These grants may
be issued without matching funds from the dis