RULES OF THE MONTANA
SENATE
CHAPTER 1
Adm ni stration

S10-10. Oficers of the Senate. The of ficers of the Senate are the
officers|listedandelectedinaccordancewith Title 5, chapter 2, part
2, MCA

S10-20. Termof office. The termof office for the officers and
enpl oyees of the Senat e established by | awshall be until the succeedi ng
Legi slature i s organi zed. Nothinginthis ruleshall be construedto nmean
the staff will be full-tinme enpl oyees during an interim

S10- 30. President protenpore and other officers. (1) The Senate
shal |, at t he begi nni ng of each regul ar sessi on, and at such other tines
as may be necessary, elect a Senator President pro tenpore.

(2) The Senate shall chooseits other officers and shall be the
judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications of the Senators.

S10-40. Voting by presiding officer. Any Senat or, when acti ng as
presiding officer of the Senate, shall vote as any other Senator.

S10-50. Presiding officer and duties. (1) The presiding officer of
t he Senate shal |l be the Presi dent of the Senate who shall be chosenin
accordance with | aw.

(2) The President shall take the chair on every | egi sl ative day at
the hour to which the Senate adjourned at the last sitting.

(3) The President may nane a Senator to performthe duties of the
chai r when the President protenporeis not present inthe Senate chanber.
The Senator who i s named i s vested during suchtimewithall the powers
of the President.

(4) The President shall have general control over the assi gnnent of
roons for the Senate and shal | preserve order and decorum The Presi dent
may order the galleries and | obbi es cl eared i n case of di sturbance or
di sorderly conduct.

(5) The President shall issue cardstothe nediato allowfl oor
access, and reporters hol di ng such passes shall be subject to pl acenent
onthe fl oor by the President. The Presi dent may adm ni ster this rule
t hrough the office of the Secretary of the Senate.

(6) The President shall sign all necessary certifications of the
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Senate, including enrolledbills and resol utions, journals, subpoenas, and
payrol |l s. The President's signature nust be attested by the Secretary of
t he Senate.

(7) The President shall approve the cal endar for each | egi sl ative
day.

(8) The President is the chief admnistrative of ficer of the Senate,
with authority for the general supervision of all Senate enpl oyees. The
President may seek the advice and counsel of the Legislative
Adm ni stration Conmttee.

(9) The President of the Senate is the authorized approving
authority of the Senate during the termof election to that office.

(10) The President shall refer bills to conmttee upon introduction
or reception in the office of the Secretary of the Senate.

S10- 60. Succession. (1) I ncase of the absence or disqualification
of the President, the President pro tenpore of the Senate shall perform
t he duties of the President until the vacancy isfilledor thedisability
renoved.

(2) Whenever the President pro tenpore of the Senate is of the
opposite political party fromthat of the President, the follow ng
procedure applies:

(a) If the President dies while in office, the nenbers of the
President's political party shall have theright to i medi ately nom nat e
and el ect an acting President of the same party.

(b) If the President is absent for two or nore | egi sl ati ve days or
at any tinme after the 85th | egislative day or at any ti me duri ng speci al
sessi on of the Legi sl ature but abl e and desi rous of appoi nting an acting
Presi dent to act when t he Presi dent i s absent, the President may do so,
or the nenbers of the President' s political party shall havetheright to
i mmedi ately nom nate and el ect an acting President of the same party.

(c) An acting President of the Senate shall have t he powers of the
Presi dent and supersede the powers of the President pro tenpore.

S10-70. President-elect. The President-el ect nom nated by the



SR0001

appropriate party caucus heldin accordance with section 5-2-201, MCA,
shal | have the responsibility and authority to assunme the duties of
Presi dent of the Senate.

S10-80. Legislative Adm nistration Commttee duties. (1) The
Legi sl ative Adm ni stration Conmttee shall consider mattersrelatingto
| egi sl ative adm ni stration, staffing patterns, budgets, equi pnment,
operations, and expenditures.

(2) The committee shall have authority toact intheinterimto
prepare for future |egislative sessions.

(3) The comm ttee shall approve contracts for purchase or | ease of
equi pnment and supplies for the Senate, subject tothe approval of the
Presi dent .

(4) The comm ttee shall consider di sputes or conpl ai nts i nvol vi ng
t he conpet ency or decorumof | egi sl ative enployees referredtoit bythe
Presi dent and recommend di sni ssal , suspensi on and/ or retention of such
enpl oyees.

(5) The chair of the Legislative Adm nistration Commttee may, upon
approval of the President, have purchase orders and requi si ti ons prepared
and forwarded to the accounting office in the Legislative Services
Di vi si on.

S10-90. Senate enpl oyees. (1) Inadditionto the enpl oyees appoi nt ed
by t he Presi dent i n accordance wi th section 5-2-221, MCA the Senate shall
enpl oy staff recomended by the |eadership and the Legislative
Adm nistration Conm ttee as necessary to performthe functions of the
Senat e.

(2) Astanding committee chair shall designate a secretary to take
and transcri be m nutes of commttee neetings. Acomrittee secretaryis
i medi ately responsibletothe chair, but shall work under the overall
direction of the Secretary of the Senate, subject to authority of the
commttee chair.

(3) (a) The President and fl oor | eaders nmay each appoint a private

secretary.
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(b) The whi ps may each appoi nt a private secretary whose duties w ||
i ncl ude assi sting ot her staff on an assi gned basi s when aut hori zed by
their respective whip.

S10- 100. Secretary of the Senate and duti es. The Secretary of the
Senat e wor ks under the direction of the President. The responsibilities
of the Secretary of the Senate include:

(1) performngthe duties prescribed by | awor other provi sions of
t hese rul es;

(2) serving as parlianmentary advisor to the Senate;

(3) conpiling and mai ntaining the cal endar for approval by the
Presi dent;

(4) keepingtheleadershipinformed onthe progress and wor kl oad of
t he Senat e;

(5) transmittingbills w th appropriate nessages to t he House of
Representatives as instructed by action of the Senate;

(6) keeping and maintaining records of the Senate; and

(7) supervision of the Senate enpl oyees, except as ot herw se
provi ded.

S10-110. Sergeant-at-Arms duties. Under the direction of the
Presi dent, the Sergeant-at-Arnms shall:

(1) mintainorder as directed by the President or chair of the
Committee of the Whol e;

(2) enforce the | obbying rules of the Senate;

(3) supervise the enployees assigned to the Sergeant's office;

(4) receive, distribute, and mai ntai n supplies, equi pnent, and ot her
i nventory of the Senate, al ong with records of purchase and di sposal in
accordance with | aw

(5) performsuch duties as required by ot her rul es and t he Senat e.

S10-120. Legislative ai des. Each Senat or may desi gnat e one per son of
| egal age to serve as an aide during the session. Exceptions tothis
pol i cy may be approved by t he Rul es Comm ttee. The Senator shall register

an aide with the Secretary of the Senate and arrange for the purchase of
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a name tag with the Sergeant-at-Arns.

S10-130. Senate journal. (1) The Senate shall keep and aut henti cate
a journal of its proceedings as required by |law and the rul es.

(2) The Secretary of the Senate wi || supervi se t he preparati on of
the journal under the direction of the President.

(3) Inadditiontothe proceedings required by |awto be recorded,
the journal nust include:

(a) commttee reports;

(b) every notion, the name of the Senator presentingit, andits
di sposition;

(c) the introduction of legislation in the Senate;

(d) consideration of |egislation subsequent to introduction;

(e) roll call votes;

(f) nessages fromthe Governor and the House of Representatives;

(g) every anendnent, the name of the Senator presentingit, andits
di sposition;

(h) the nanes of Senators and their votes on any questi on upon a
request by two Senators before a vote is taken; and

(i) any other records the Senate directs by rule or action.

(4) The Secretary of the Senate shall provide suchinformation as
may be necessary for the preparation of the daily journal for printing by
t he Legi sl ative Services Division. Upon approval by the President, the
daily journal nust be reproduced and distri buted.

(5 Any Senator may exam ne the daily journal and propose
corrections. Wthout objection by the Senate, the President may direct the
correction to be made.

(6) The President shall authenticate the original daily journal,
fromtinmetotine, andthe Secretary of the Senate shall, as appropri ate,
deliver it to the Legislative Services Division to be prepared for
publication and distribution in accordance with |aw.

CHAPTER 2

Decorum
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S20-10. Questions of order. The Presi dent of the Senate shall deci de
al | questions of order, subject to an appeal by any Senat or seconded by
two ot her Senators. No Senator nmay speak nore t han once on an appeal
wi t hout the consent of a mpjority of the Senate.

S20- 20. Questions of privilege. Questions of privilegein order of
precedence are those:

(1) affectingthecollectiverights, safety, dignity, or integrity
of the proceedi ngs of the Senate; and

(2) affectingtherights, reputation, or conduct of individual
Senators in their capacity as Senators.

S20-30. Recognition by chair. A Senator desiringto speak shall rise
and address the presiding of fi cer, and once bei ng recogni zed, shal |l speak
standing in place. The presiding officer may grant perm ssion for a
speaker to speak fromel sewhere i nthe chanber. Wien two or nore Senat ors
rise at the same tine, the presiding officer shall nane t he order of the
speakers.

S20-40. Senators called to order. Wen a Senator has beencalledto
order, the Senator shall sit down until the presiding officer determ nes
whet her the Senator isinorder or not. If the Senator is calledto order
for words spoken i n debate, the | anguage excepted to shall be t aken down
in witing by the Secretary of the Senate.

S20-50. Communi cations to Senate. A comruni cationto the Senate shall
be addressed to the President and shall bear the name of the person
submttingit. The President shall decide if the communication bears
including in the cal endar.

S20-60. Floor privileges. (1) When the Senate is in session no
person is permtted in the chanbers except:

(a) legislators;

(b) legislative officers and enpl oyees whose presence i S necessary
for the conduct of business of the session;

(c) accredited nmenbers of the news nedia; and

(d) former legislators (not currently registered as | obbyists).
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(2) The President may nake exceptions for visiting dignitaries.

(3) Beginning 1 hour before and ending one-half hour after
adj ournnent, no person is permtted in the chanbers except those
aut hori zed as exceptions under subsection (1).

S20-70. Distribution of materials onfloor. No materi als may be
di stri buted on the Senators' desks inthe chanber unl ess the materi al
bears t he signature of the bearer and a Senat or and has been approved by
t he President.

CHAPTER 3
Commi ttees

S30-10. Comm ttee appointnments. (1) The Senate shall elect a
Comm ttee on Conm ttees consisting of six nenbers. If the Senateis evenly
di vi ded bet ween parties, the conmttee shall consi st of six Senators,
three fromeach party.

(2) The Committee on Conmm ttees shall, with the approval of the
Senat e, appoint the nmenbers of Senate standing comm ttees, select
commttees, and joint conmttees.

(3) The President of the Senate shall appoint all conference
comm ttees and special commttees, with the advi ce of the fl oor | eaders.

(4) The Senate may change t he nenber shi p of any conmttee on 1 day's
notice.

S30-20. Standing committees. The standi ng committees of the Senate
are as follows:

(1) Agriculture, Livestock, and Irrigation

(2) Bills and Journal

(3) Business and Industry

(4) Education and Cul tural Resources

(5) Ethics

(6) Finance and Cl ains

(7) Fish and Gane

(8) Highways and Transportation

(9) Judiciary
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(10) Labor and Enpl oynent Rel ations

(11) Legislative Adm nistration

(12) Local Governnent

(13) Natural Resources

(14) Public Health, Welfare, and Safety

(15) Rules

(16) State Adm nistration

(17) Taxation

S30- 30. Menbers of Sel ect Comm ttee on Long- Range Pl anni ng. Menbers
of the Sel ect Cormittee on Long- Range Pl anni ng nay parti ci pate and vote
as nenbers of the Conm ttee on Fi nance and C ai ns on i ssues consi der ed by
them as nenbers of the select conmmttee.

S30-40. Ex of ficio nmenbers. Each fl oor | eader i s an ex of fici o menber
of all commttees in order to establish a quorum

S30-50. Chair's duties. (1) The chair of acommttee is the presiding
of ficer of that conmttee and is responsible for nmaintaining order within
the coomittee roomandits environs, schedul ing hearings and executive
action, supervising commttee work, and authenticating commttee reports
and m nutes by signing them

(2) After adjournment of the session, the chair shall turn the
ori gi nal and two conpl ete copi es of the m nutes over tothe Secretary of
t he Senat e who shal | deliver themunbound to the Legislative Services
Divisionlibrarianwhow || arrange to have themcopi ed on mcroform A
m crof ormcopy wi |l be provided to the Legi sl ative Services Division and
the State LawlLi brary of Montana. The Legi sl ative Fiscal Anal yst will
recei ve a mcrof ormcopy of the m nutes of the Conm ttee on Fi nance and
Aains. After mcroformng, theoriginal mnutes will be deliveredtothe
Mont ana Hi storical Society.

S30-60. Committee reports to Senate. (1) Reports of standing
comm ttees shall be read on Order of Business No. 2, and no debat e may be
had on any report unless amnority report has been submtted. Amnority

report is submtted after a npjority report.
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(2) Commtteereports may recomend approval or di sapproval, with
or without amendnment. They may not be reported to the Senate wi t hout
reconmendati on.

(3) Any Senator seeking areconsideration of the Senate's acti on on
t he adoption of acomittee report shall do so on Order of Busi ness No.
6 by notion to reconsider. Any Senat or may nake such noti on and need not
have voted on the prevailing side. This rul e applies notw thstandi ng any
joint rule to the contrary.

(4) The Rules Comm ttee and conference conm ttees nay report at any
time, except during a call of the Senate or when a vote is being taker

S30-70. Pairs. Pairsin standing commttee are prohibited. Standing
and sel ect conmmttees may by amajority vote of the cormttee aut horize
Senators to vote in absentiawhile engaged in other | egislative busi ness.
Aut hori zation for such voting shall bereflectedinthe coonmttee m nutes.

S30-80. Committee hearings. (1) No bill or resolution shall be
consi dered or becone alawunlessreferredto acommttee and returned
t herefrom

(2) A Dbill my be rereferred at any tine before its passage.

S30-90. Notice of commttee hearings -- exceptions. (1) Notice of a
comi ttee heari ng nust be made by posting the date, tinme, and subj ect of
t he hearingin a conspi cuous public place not | ess than 3 1egislative days
i n advance of the hearing. This 3-day noti ce requiremnment does not apply
to hearings schedul ed:

(a) prior to the 3rd |legislative day;

(b) lessthan 7 | egislative days beforethetransmttal deadline
applicable to the subject of the hearing; or

(c) toconsider confirmati on of a gubernatorial appoi nt nent recei ved
|l ess than 10 | egislative days before the | ast schedul ed day of a
| egi sl ative session.

(2) When acommittee hearingis scheduledwi th | ess than 3 days
notice, the commttee chair shall use all practical neans to di ssem nate

notice of the hearing to the public.
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(3) Notice of conference commttee hearings nust be given as
provided in Joint Rule 30-30.

S30-100. Majority/mnority reports. If the menbers of acommttee
cannot agree on areport, the mpjority and mnority of the commttee
present at a conmttee nmeeting may subnmt separate reports. Only one
mnority report may be submtted. Such reports shall be entered at | ength
on the journal, unless otherw se ordered by the Senate.

S30-110. Reconsiderationincomttee. Except for the Commttee of
the Whol e, acommttee nay at any tine prior tosubmttingareport tothe
Secretary of the Senate reconsider its previous action on |egislation.

S30-120. Conmttee requested legislation. (1) At | east three-fourths
of all the nenbers of a standi ng conmi ttee nust have voted i n favor of the
question to allow the commttee to request the introduction of
| egi sl ation.

(2) The chair of acommttee shall introduce, or shall designate a
menber of the commttee to introduce, |egislation requested by the
comm ttee.

(3) When a committee has proposed an anmendnent, the chair i s the
princi pal sponsor.

S30-130. Ethics Committee. (1) The Ethics Committee shall neet only
upon the call of the chair after thereferral of anissue fromthe Rul es
Commi ttee. The Rul es Comrittee may be convened t o consi der the referral
of amatter tothe Ethics Comm ttee uponthe request of a Senator. The
Rul es Commi ttee shal|l prepare awitten statenent of the specific question
or i ssue to be addressed by the Ethics Committee. Theissuesreferredto
the Ethics Conm ttee nust berelated to the acti ons of a Senator during
a |legislative session.

(2) The matters that may be referred to the Ethics Commttee are:

(a) a violation of:

(i) 2-2-103;

(ii) 2-2-104;

(i) 2-2-111;
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(iv) 2-2-112;

(b) the use or threatened use of a Senator's position for personal
or personal business benefit or advantage; or

(c) any other violation of | aw by a Senator while acting in the
capacity of Senator.

(3) If thereis arecomendation fromthe Ethics Commttee, the
recomendation is made to the Senate.

CHAPTER 4
Legi sl ati on

$40-10. Types of | egislation. The only types of | egislationthat nmay
be i ntroduced i nthe Senate are those t hat have been drafted and approved
by the Legi sl ative Servi ces Divisionand signed by a Senator. The types
of legislation allowed include:

(1) Dbills of any subject, except appropriations;

(2) joint resolutions, which my:

(a) express desire, opinion, synmpathy, or request of the
Legi sl ature;

(b) request an interimstudy by a |legislative subcommttee;

(c) adopt or amend the joint rules;

(d) set salaries and other terns of enploynent for | egislative
enpl oyees; and

(e) acconplish other legislative duties required by |Iaw, and

(3) sinple resolutions, which my:

(a) adopt or anmend Senate rul es;

(b) provide for the internal affairs of the Senate;

(c) express confirmation of the Governor's appointnents;

(d) make recomrendations concerning the districting and
apportionnent plan as provided by Article V, section 14(4), of the Montana
Constitution.

S40-20. Introduction. (1) Uponreceivingabill or resolutionin
duplicate froma Senator, the Secretary of the Senate shall assi gn an

appropri ate sequenti al number, which constitutes introduction of the
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| egi sl ati on.

(2) Bills and resolutions may be preintroduced, assigned to
conmmittee, and printed prior tothe |l egislative session. The Legi sl ative
Servi ces Division shall be responsible for assuring the preintroduction
i ntent fromeach Senat or and presenting such legislationtothe Secretary
of the Senate.

(3) Uponreferral tocommttee, the Secretary of the Senate shall
publicly post alisting of the bill or resolution by a summary of its
title, together with a notati on of the commttee to which it has been
assi gned.

$40-30. Additional sponsors. (1) Additional sponsors nmay be added on
noti on of the chief sponsor at any tinme prior to a standing committee
report on the bill or resolution. Forns for addi ng sponsors wll be
supplied on request by the Secretary of the Senate.

(2) Upon passage of the notion, the names of the additional sponsors
will beprintedinthejournal and the formcontaining the signatures of
t he addi ti onal sponsors will be forwardedto the Legi sl ative Services
Division with the original bill for the inclusion of the nanes in
subsequent printings of the bill or resol ution.

$40-40. Readinglimtations. (1) Every bill shall beread threetines
prior to passage, either by title or by sunmary of title as providedin
t hese rul es.

(2) Nobill or resolutionshall have nore t han one readi ng on t he
sane day except the |ast |egislative day.

(3) No amendnent nmay be offered on third reading.

$40-50. Rules for questions requiring other thanamajority vote. (1)
When a questionrequires norethanamjority vote for final passage, a
maj ority vote is sufficient to decide any question relating to the
guestion prior to third reading.

(2) Any voteinthe Senate on a bill proposi ng an anendnment to t he
Mont ana Constitution under circunmstances in which there exists the

mat hemat i cal possi bility of obtainingthe necessary two-thirds vote of the
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Legislaturew || causethe bill to progress as thoughit had receivedthe
majority vote.

(3) If abill has been anended i n t he House of Representatives and
t he amendnent s are accepted by t he Senate, the bill shall agai n be pl aced
onthirdreadinginthe Senate to determne if the required nunber of

vot es has been cast.

$40- 60. Schedul ing for second reading. (1) All bills and resol utions
t hat have been reported by a commttee, accepted by the Senate, and
repr oduced shal | be schedul ed for consi derati on by Conmttee of the Wol e.

(2) Until the 50th | egislative day, 1 day nust el apse bet ween
receivingthe legislationfromprinting and scheduling for second readi ng
for consideration by Commttee of the Whol e.

(3) Legislationshall be arranged on t he agenda i n nuneri cal order
unl ess bills are grouped as conpanion bills or are placed in order
ot herwi se by the Senate or Committee of the \Whole.

CHAPTER 5
Fl oor Action

S50- 10. Attendance. Unl ess excused, Senators shall be present at
every sitting of the Senate and shall vote on questi ons put beforethe
Senat e.

S50- 20. Orders of business. After prayer, roll call, and report on

the journal, the order of business of the Senate is as foll ows:
(1) conmunications and petitions;
(2) reports of standing comm ttees;
(3) reports of select commttees;
(4) messages fromthe Governor;
(5) messages fromthe House of Representatives;
(6) notions;
(7) first reading and comm tment of bills;
(8) second reading of bills (Committee of the Wole);
(9) third reading of bills;
(10) unfinished business;
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(11) special orders of the day; and

(12) announcenment of comm ttee neetings.

To revert to or pass to a new order of business requires only a
maj ority vote. Unl ess otherw se specifiedinthe notiontorecess, the
Senat e shal |l revert to Order of Busi ness No. 1 when reconvening after a
recess.

S50-30. Limtations on debate. No Senator nmay speak nore t han twi ce
on any one noti on or questi on wi t hout unani nous consent of the Senat e,
unl ess t he Senat or has i ntroduced or proposed t he noti on or questi on under
debate, in which case the Senator nmay speak twi ce and al so cl ose the
debat e. However, a Senator who has spoken may not speak agai n on t he sane
notion or question to the exclusion of a Senator who has not spoken.

S50-40. Procedure upon offering a notion. (1) When a notion is
offeredit shall berestated by the presiding officer. If requested by t he
presiding officer or a Senator, it shall be reducedto witing, presented
at the rostrum and read al oud by the Secretary.

(2) Anotion may be withdrawn by the Senator offeringit at any tine
before it is anended or voted upon.

S50-50. Precedence of notions. (1) When a question is under debate
only the follow ng privileged and subsidiary notions shall be nade:

(a) to adjourn;

(b) for a call of the Senate;

(c) to recess;

(d) question of privilege;

(e) to lay on the table;

(f) for the previous question;

(g) to postpone to a certain day;

(h) to refer or commt;

(i) to anend; and

(j) to postpone indefinitely.

(2) The nmotions listed in subsection (1) of this section have

precedence in the order |isted.
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(3) Aquestion may beindefinitely postponed by anmajorityroll call
of all Senators present and voting. Wienabill or resolutionis postponed
indefinitely, it isfinally rejected and may not be acted upon again
during the biennium except upon a nmotion of reconsideration.

(4) No notion or propositionona subject different fromthat under
consideration shall be admtted under col or of anmendnent or substitute

S50- 60. Nondebat abl e notions. The follow ng notions are not
debat abl e:

(1) to adjourn;

(2) for a call of the Senate;

(3) to recess;

(4) for parlianmentary inquiry;

(5) for suspension of the rules;

(6) to lay on the table;

(7) for the previous question;

(8 tolimt, extend the limts of, or to close debate;

(9) to anend an undebat abl e noti on;

(10) to divide a question;

(11) to pass business in Commttee of the Whol e;

(12) to take fromthe table;

(13) a decisionof the presidingofficer, unless appeal ed or unl ess
t he presiding officer submts the questiontothe Senate for advice or
deci sion; and

(14) all incidental notions, such as notions relatingto voting or
ot her questions of a general procedural nature.

S50- 70. Amrendi ng noti ons. No nor e t han one anendnent and no nore t han
one substitute notion may be nade to a notion. This rule permts the nmain
nmotion and two nodi fying notions.

S50- 80. Previous question. (1) Except as provided i n subsection (2)
of thisrule, theeffect of callingfor the previous question, if adopted,
istoclose debate inmedi ately, to prevent the offering of amendnents or

ot her subsidiary notions, andto bringto vote pronptly the imredi ately
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pendi ng mai n questi on and t he adheri ng subsi di ary noti ons, whet her on
appeal or otherw se.

(2) Wien the previous questionis ordered on any debat abl e questi on
on whi ch there has been no debate, the question may be debated for
one- hal f hour, one-half of suchtime to be giventothe proponents and
one-half to the opponents.

(3) Acall of the Senate is not inorder after the previ ous question
i s ordered unl ess it appears upon an actual count by the presiding officer
that a quorumis not present.

S50-90. Reconsi deration. (1) Any Senator may, on t he day t he vot e was
t aken or on the next day the Senate i s in session, nove to reconsi der the
guestion. Anotiontoreconsider i s adebatable notion, but the debateis
limted to the notion. The debate on a notion to reconsi der may not
addr ess t he subst ance of the matter for whi ch reconsiderationis sought.

(2) Anptionto reconsider may not be wit hdrawn after such next
| egi slative day w thout the unani nous consent of the Senate, and
thereafter any Senator may call it up for consideration; however, a notion
t o reconsi der made after the 54t h day of t he session shall be di sposed of
when made.

(3) Anmptiontorecall abill fromthe House of Representatives
constitutes notice to reconsider and shall be acted on as a nmotionto
reconsider. Anptiontoreconsider or torecall abill fromthe House of
Represent ati ves may be made only under Order of Busi ness No. 6 and, under
t hat order of busi ness, takes precedence over all notions except noti ons
to recess or adjourn.

(4) Wenanotiontoreconsider islaidonthetable, atwo-thirds
majority is required to take it fromthe table. VWen a notion to
reconsider fails, the question is finally and conclusively settled.

(5) If anotiontoreconsider thirdreadingactioniscarried, there
shall be no further action until the succeeding |egislative day.

S50-100. D viding a question. A Senator nmay nove to di vi de a question

if it includes two or nore propositions so distinct insubstancethat if
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one thing is taken away a substantive question will remain.

S50-110. Conference committee reports. Wien a conference comittee
report isfiledwiththe Secretary of the Senate, the sanme shall be read
under Order of Business No. 3, select commttees, and pl aced on the
cal endar the succeedi ng | egi sl ative day for consi derati on on second
reading. If recomended favorably by the Conm ttee of the Whole, it may
be considered on third reading the sane | egislative day.

S50- 120. Second reading. (1) The Senate may resolve itself into a
Conmi ttee of the Whol e for consi derati on of busi ness on second readi ng,
by approval of a notion for that purpose.

(2) After aCommittee of the Whol e has been forned, the Presi dent
shal | appoint a chair to preside.

(3) Al legislation consideredinthe Commttee of the Wol e shall
be read by a summary of its title. Proposed anendments shall be
considered; then the bill shall be considered in its entirety.

(4) Prior to adoption of the Commttee of the Whole report, a
Senat or may nove t o segregate |l egislation. If the notion prevails, the
| egi sl ation remains on second reading.

(5) Wien a Conmttee of the Whol e report onlegislationisrejected,
the |l egislation shall remain on second reading.

S50-130. Comm ttee of the Wiol e anendnents. (1) All Comm ttee of the
Whol e amendnent s shal | be prepared, stipulatingthe date and ti ne of
preparation and staff approval, and deliveredto the Secretary of the
Senate for reading before the amendnent is voted on

(2) Each anmendnent, rejected or adopted, shall be printedinthe
journal, along with the name of the sponsor and the vote on each.

S50-140. Motions in Comrittee of the Whole. (1) All proper notions
on second readi ng are debat abl e.

(2) Theonly notions inorder during Conmttee of the Wiole are to:

(a) anend,

(b) recomend passage or nonpassage;

(c) recomend concurrence Or nonconcurrence;
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(d) indefinitely postpone;

(e) pass consideration;

(f) rise;

(g) rise and report; or

(h) rise and report progress and ask |l eave to sit again.

S50- 150. Commttee of the Whole -- generally. (1) The comm ttee may
not appoint subconm ttees.

(2) The conmittee may not punishits nenbers for m sconduct, but may
report disorder to the Senate.

S50- 160. Voting on second readi ng. (1) On Order of Business No. 8,
inadditionto other nethods, arecorded vote may be nade i n the fol | ow ng
manner: the chair may call for a voice vote to accept or reject a
question. If the voteis other than unani nous, the chair may ask that the
| esser nunber on the question indicate their vote by standing. The
Secretary will thenrecordthe vote of those standi ng. The chair nmay t hen
rul e that unl ess excused t hose not standi ng and present have voted on t he
prevailing side of the question and that their vote be recorded as such.
| f there was a unani nous voi ce vote, all those present will be recorded
as having voted for the question.

(2) Anpotion on second readi ng nust be di sposed of by a positive
vot e.

S50-170. Third readi ng procedure. (1) Al |egislation passing second
readi ng shal |l be placed onthird readingthe day foll ow ng the recei pt of
t he engrossing or other appropriate printing report.

(2) On Order of Business No. 9the Secretary shall readthetitle
and the Presi dent shall state the question as follows: "Senate bill nunber
(or other appropriateidentification)..... havi ng been read t hr ee several
times, the question is, shall the bill (or other appropriate
identification) pass the Senate?"

(3) If anelectronic voting systemis used, the President shall
state "Those in favor vote yes and those opposed vote no" and the

Secretary will sound the signal and open the board for voting. After a
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reasonabl e pause the presiding of fi cer asks "Has every nenber vot ed?"
(reasonabl e pause), "Does any menber wi sh to change his or her vote?"
(reasonabl e pause), "The Secretary will record the vote."

S50- 180. Senate voting. (1) Aroll call vote shall be taken onthe
request of two Senators, if the request occurs beforethe voteis taken.

(2) Onaroll call votethe nanes of the Senators shall be call ed
al phabetical ly, unl ess an el ectroni c voti ng systemi s used. A Senator may
not vote or change a vote after the deci sionis announced fromthe chair.
A Senat or may not explainavoteuntil after the decisionis announced
fromthe chair.

S50-190. Pairs. (1) Two Senators may pair on a questionthat wll be
determ ned by angjority vote. On a questionrequiring atwo-thirds vote
for adoption, three Senators may pair, wwth two Senators for the question
and one Senator against. Pairingis permtted only when one of the paired
Senators is excused when the vote is taken.

(2) An agreenent to pair nmust beinwiting and dated and si gned by
t he Senat ors agreei ng t o be bound, and nust specify the duration of the
pai r. When an agreenent topair isfiledwiththe Secretary of the Senate,
it shall bindthe Senators signing until the expiration of tinme for which
it was signed, unl ess t he paired Senat ors sooner appear and ask t hat the
agreenent be cancel ed.

(3) Pairs in Commttee of the Whole are prohibited.

S50-200. Call of the Senate. (1) In the absence of a quorum a
maj ority of Senators present may conpel the attendance of absent Senators
by ordering a call of the Senate.

(2) If aquorumis present, five Senators may order a call of the
Senat e.

(3) Onacall of the Senate, a Senator who refuses to attend may be
arrested by the Sergeant-at-Arns or any ot her person, as the majority of
such Senators present shall direct. When t he att endance of an absent
Senator i s secured and t he Senat e refuses to excuse the Senator's absence,

t he Senat or shal |l not be pai d any expense paynents whi |l e absent and i s
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liable for the expenses incurred in procuring the Senator's attendance

(4) Duringacall of the Senate, all busi ness shall be suspended.
After acall has been ordered, nonotionisinorder except anotionto
adjourn or renove the call. The call may be renoved by a two-thirds vote.

S50- 210. House anendnents to Senate | egi sl ati on. (1) Wen t he House
has properly returned Senate | egi sl ati on wi t h House anendnent s, t he Senate
shal I announce t he anendnent s on O der of Busi ness No. 5 and t he Presi dent
shal | place themon second readi ng for debate. The Presi dent may rerefer
Senate | egi sl ation wi th House anendnents to acommttee for a hearingif
t he House anmendnents constitute a significant change in the Senate
| egi sl ation. The second reading voteislimtedto consideration of the
House anmendnents.

(2) If the Senate accepts House anendnents, the Senate shall pl ace
the final formof thelegislationonthirdreadingto determneif the
| egislation, as anended, is passed or if the required vote is obtainec

(3) If the Senate rejects the House anendnents, the Senate nmay
request the House to recede fromits anendnments or may di rect appoi nt ment
of a conference commttee and request the House to appoint a like
comm ttee.

CHAPTER 6
Rul es

S60-10. Senaterules. (1) Anotionto anend or adopt arul e of the
Senate shall bereferredtothe Rul es Comm ttee without debate. Arul e of
t he Senate may be anmended or adopted only with the concurrence of a
maj ority of the Senate and after 1 day's notice.

(2) A rule my be suspended tenporarily by a two-thirds vote.

S60- 20. Mason's Manual of Legi sl ative Procedure. Mason's Manual of
Legi sl ative Procedure (1989) governs t he proceedi ngs of the Senate in all
cases not covered by these rules.

S60-30. Quorum Amjority of the Senate shall constitute a quorum
to do busi ness, but a smaller nunber may adjourn fromday to day and

conpel the attendance of absent Senators, in such manner and under such
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penal ti es as t he Senat e may prescri be (Montana Constitution, Art. V, Sec.
10(2)).
CHAPTER 7
Nom nations fromthe Governor

S70-10. Nom nations. (1) The Governor shall nom nate and, by and with
the consent of the Senate, appoint all officers whose offices are
est abl i shed by t he Mont ana Constitution or whi ch may be created by | awand
for whom appoi ntment or election is not otherw se provided.

(2) If during arecess of the Senate a vacancy occurs i n any such
of fi ce, the Governor shall appoint sonme fit personto di scharge the duties
t hereof until the next neeting of the Senate, when t he Governor shall
nom nate a person to fill such office.

S70-20. Introduction and first reading of nom nations. (1)
Nom nations received fromthe Governor are:

(a) received by the President;

(b) delivered to the Secretary of the Senate;

(c) read under Order of Business No. 4, nessages fromthe Gover nor;
and

(d) referred to commttee.

(2) The above procedure constitutes introduction andfirst reading
of the nom nati ons.

(3) The Secretary shall distribute acopy of thelist of nom nations
to each Senat or

S70-30. Commttee process. (1) (a) The conmttee shall research each
nom nee and nmay r equest bi ographi cal i nfornmation fromthe Governor for
each nom nee if none has been provided.

(b) The commttee chair shall submt a bill draft request for a
sinpleresolutiontoinclude the nom nees specified by the commttee
chair. These bill draft requests will not count agai nst any bill draft
request limt i nposed on nenbers. Wen the resol uti on has been prepared
and i ntroduced, the commttee shall hold a hearing ontheresolutionafter

appropriate public notice has been nade.
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(2) Follow ngthe hearings, the commttee shall issue prelimnary
standi ng conmttee reports to be distributedto each Senator, statingthe
conmttee's recomendati ons concerning the noni nees.

(3) (a) If a Senator w shes to have an i ndi vi dual nom nee, or group
of nom nees, considered by the Senate separately fromthe group of
nom nees recomended by the comm ttee, the Senat or may request of the
chair of the committee that the nom nee or noni nees be consi dered by a
separate resol ution.

(b) A Senator nmust request separate consideration of a nom nee
wi t hin 3 days of recei pt of the prelimnary standi ng conmttee report. The
commttee chair shall honor this request.

(4) After waiting 3 days fromthe day of distribution of the
prelim nary standing conmttee report, the commttee chair shall issue a
final standing commttee report and deliver thereport tothe Secretary
of the Senate.

(a) If anomneeistobe separated fromthe resolution, the final
standing comm ttee report shall include an amendnment del eting that
nom nee.

(b) When a nom nee has been separated at the request of a Senat or,
the committee chair shall submt a bill draft request for a sinple
resol utiontoinclude only the nom nee so separated. Wen t he resol uti on
has been prepared and i ntroduced, the comm ttee shall take executive
actionontheresolution. Wen a hearing onthe separated nom nati on was
hel d prior tothe conmttee's prelimnary standi ng comrittee report, no
addi ti onal heari ng need be hel d before the conmittee takes acti on onthe
separate resol ution. After the conmttee's executive action, the conmttee
chair shall issue a standing commttee report.

(5) If aresolutioncontains only one nom nee, the commttee shall
di spense with the prelimnary standi ng commttee report and shall issue
a final standing commttee report to be distributed to each Senat or
stating the conmttee's recommendati on concerning the nom nee.

(6) The Secretary will read the reports under Order of Busi ness No.
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2, reports of standing commttees.

(7) Thereafter, the resol ution nust be pl aced on O der of Business
No. 11 the next | egislative day for consideration by the Senate. Mdtions
to approve or di sapprove of the resolution are in order and may be
debat ed.

Appendi x A

Li st of Questions Requiring Other Than a Majority Vote
The follow ng questions require the vote specified:

(1) a call of the Senate with a quorum (five Senators);

(2) anotiontolift acall of the Senate (two-thirds of the nenbers
present and voting);

(3) a notion to anend or suspend rules (two-thirds);

(4) a notion to override the Governor's veto (two-thirds);

(5) anotionto approve abill to appropriate the principal of the
coal trust fund (three-fourths of each house);

(6) anotionto approve abill to appropriate highway revenue as
describedinArticle VIIIl, section 6, of the Montana Constitution for
pur poses other than therein described (three-fifths of each house);

(7) a nmtion to approve a bill proposing to anend t he Mont ana
Constitution (two-thirds of the entire Legislature);

(8) an appeal of the ruling of the presidingofficer (one Senat or,
seconded by two ot her Senators); and

(9) anotionto approve abill conferringimunity fromsuit as
described in Article Il, section 18, of the Mntana Constitution
(two-thirds).



