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Report Details

A. Brief progress reports for the Monitoring and Aquifer Characterization
Programs.

B. Funding Source and proposed level.
1. 85-2-905. Ground water assessment account. (4) (a)......"“at the

beginning of each fiscal year, 14.1% of the proceeds from the resource
indemnity and ground water assessment tax, as authorized by 15-38-106,
and 2.2% of the proceeds from the metalliferous mines license taxes, as
authorized by 15-37-117"

2. Project funding is set at $666,000 per year (See 85-2-905. Ground
water assessment account).

C. Purpose of Funding.
1. 85-2-905. Ground water assessment account. (2) The account may be
used by the Montana bureau of mines and geology only to carry out the
provisions of this part.

D. Steering Committee.
1. Membership. (See Title 2. GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE AND
ADMINISTRATION Chapter 15. EXECUTIVE BRANCH
OFFICERS AND AGENCIES Part 15. Education)
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D. Steering Committee — Continued
2. Responsibilities
a. 85-2-905 (3) Subject to the direction of the ground water

assessment steering committee, the Montana bureau of mines and
geology shall investigate opportunities for the participation and
financial contribution of agencies of federal and local governments
to accomplish the purposes of this part.

85-2-906 (2) Subject to the direction of the ground water
assessment steering committee, the Montana bureau of mines and
geology shall establish and administer the ground water
characterization program and the ground water monitoring
program.

85-2-906 (4) The ground water assessment steering committee
created by 2-15-1523 shall:

(a) oversee expenditures from the ground water assessment account
and organization plans and work plans proposed by the Montana
bureau of mines and geology to implement the ground water
characterization and ground water monitoring programs, including
plans for local involvement and participation in ground water
characterization studies;

(b) approve ground water monitoring sites;
(c) prioritize and select ground water characterization study areas;

(d) develop plans for ground water information management and
dissemination;

(e) develop plans for integrating existing ground water information
with information collected under the programs created by
subsection (1);

(f) coordinate ground water information collection projects
sponsored by individual units of state, federal, or local government
with the programs created by subsection (1); and

(g) evaluate reports and other information produced by the
Montana bureau of mines and geology from ground water
characterization studies.
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Steering Committee — Continued
2. Responsibitities — Continued

(5) The ground water assessment steering committee shall invite representatives
of local governments and Indian tribes with jurisdiction over areas of the state that
are included in an active ground water characterization study or in a study
scheduled to begin in the ensuing biennium, as well as affected citizens in these
areas, to participate in steering committee meetings.

Role of the MBMG

85-2-905. (1) There is a ground water assessment account within the state special
revenue fund established in 17-2-102 . The Montana bureau of mines and geology
is authorized to expend amounts from the account necessary to carry out the
purposes of this part.

(2) The account may be used by the Montana bureau of mines and geology only to
carry out the provisions of this part.

(3) Subject to the direction of the ground water assessment steering committee,
the Montana bureau of mines and geology shall investigate opportunities for the
participation and financial contribution of agencies of federal and local
governments to accomplish the purposes of this part.

85-2-906. Ground water characterization program -- ground water
monitoring program. (1) There is a ground water characterization program and
a ground water monitoring program.

(2) Subject to the direction of the ground water assessment steering committee,
the Montana bureau of mines and geology shall establish and administer the
ground water characterization program and the ground water monitoring program.

(3) The Montana bureau of mines and geology shall work with units of local
government, ground water users, and other affected organizations and individuals
in areas of the state that are included in a ground water characterization study and,
if warranted by the level of local interest in a ground water characterization study,
shall establish a local ground water assessment advisory committee.




Funding History Chart

Actual Funding Level

Compared to Original Proposed Funding Level
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funding of $666,000

FY1994 FY1995 FY1996 FY1997
(estimated)
Income from RIGWAT $408,500 | $519,267 $622,955 $552,174
and Metal Mines Tax
Percent of intended 61.3 80.0 83.5 82.9
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Ground Water Assessment Program

Administrative Structure
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Figure 2: Administrative relationships of the Montana Ground Water
Assessment Act.
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Request to the EQC
Conduct an interim study of the Ground Water Assessment Program’s

administrative structure.

A.

1.

Receive more detailed input from the MBMG Administration,
Steering Committee, and MBMG staff assigned to the Assessment
Act Programs.

Evaluate the effectiveness and efficiency of the administrative
structure.

Identify changes that could be made to improve administration of
the Ground Water Assessment Act Program.

Oversee implementation of changes.
a. Draft legislation?

b. Other actions?
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Legislation Related to the Ground Water Assessment Program
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— Ground Water Assessment Act —
85-2-901. Short title. This part may be cited as the "Montana Ground Water Assessment Act".
85-2-902. Findings and purpose. (1) The legislature finds that:
(a) Montana's citizens depend on ground water for a variety of uses, including domestic,
agricultural, industrial, irrigation, mining, municipal, power, and recreation, and for
maintenance of ecosystems and surface water supplies;

(b) ground water supplies and quality are threatened by a variety of contaminant sources;

(c) there is insufficient information characterizing the volume, quality, and flow patterns
of the state's ground water;

(d) ground water information deficiencies are hampering the efforts of citizens and units
of government to properly manage, protect, and develop ground water;

(e) government policies and programs should focus on preventing ground water
contamination and supply depletion, but in order for preventive policies and programs to
be effective, better ground water information is required; and

(f) there is a need for better coordination among those numerous units of state, federal,
and local government with responsibility for ground water management, protection, and
development.

(2) The purposes of this part are:
(a) to improve the quality of ground water management, protection, and development
decisions within the public and private sectors by establishing a program to systematically
assess and monitor the state's ground water and to disseminate the information to
interested persons; and
(b) to improve coordination of ground water management, protection, development, and
research functions among units of state, federal, and local government by establishing a
ground water assessment steering committee.

85-2-903. Definitions. As used in this part, the following definitions apply:

(1) "Aquifer" means a water-bearing, subsurface formation capable of yielding sufficient
quantities of water to a well for a beneficial use.

(2) "Ground water assessment steering committee" means the committee established by
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2-15-1523.

(3) "Ground water characterization program” means a program to systematically assess and
document the hydrogeology and quality of the state's major aquifers.

(4) "Ground water characterization study" means the assessment of individual aquifers in specific
areas within the state.

(5) "Ground water monitoring program’ means a program to produce and maintain a long-term
record of ground water chemistry and water level changes, based
on information collected from a statewide network of observation wells.

85-2-904 reserved.

85-2-905. Ground water assessment account. (1) There is a ground water assessment account
within the state special revenue fund established in 17-2-102 . The Montana bureau of mines and
geology is authorized to expend amounts from the account necessary to carry out the purposes of
this part.

(2) The account may be used by the Montana bureau of mines and geology only to carry out the
provisions of this part.

(3) Subject to the direction of the ground water assessment steering committee, the Montana
bureau of mines and geology shall investigate opportunities for the participation and financial
contribution of agencies of federal and local governments to accomplish the purposes of this part.

(4) There must be deposited in the account:

(a) at the beginning of each fiscal year, 14.1% of the proceeds from the resource
indemnity and ground water assessment tax, as authorized by 15-38-106 , and 2.2% of the
proceeds from the metalliferous mines license taxes, as authorized by 15-37-117 , unless
at the beginning of the fiscal year the unobligated cash balance in the ground water
assessment account:

(1) equals or exceeds $666,000, in which case no allocation will be made and the
funds must be deposited in the resource indemnity trust fund established by
15-38-201 ; or

(i1) is less than $666,000, in which case an amount equal to the difference between
the unobligated cash balance and $666,000 must be allocated to the ground water
assessment account and any remaining amount must be deposited in the resource
indemnity trust fund established by 15-38-201;
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(b) funds provided by federal or state government agencies and by local governments to
carry out the purposes of this part; and

(c) funds provided by any other public or private sector organization or person in the form
of gifts, grants, or contracts specifically designated to carry out the purposes of this part.

85-2-906. Ground water characterization program -- ground water monitoring program.
(1) There is a ground water characterization program and a ground water monitoring program.

(2) Subject to the direction of the ground water assessment steering committee, the Montana
bureau of mines and geology shall establish and administer the ground water characterization
program and the ground water monitoring program.

(3) The Montana bureau of mines and geology shall work with units of local government, ground
water users, and other affected organizations and individuals in areas of the state that are
included in a ground water characterization study and, if warranted by the level of local interest
in a ground water characterization study, shall establish a local ground water assessment advisory
committee.

(4) The ground water assessment steering committee created by 2-15-1523 shall:
(a) oversee expenditures from the ground water assessment account and organization
plans and work plans proposed by the Montana bureau of mines and geology to
implement the ground water characterization and ground water monitoring programs,

including plans for local involvement and participation in ground water characterization
studies;

(b) approve ground water monitoring sites;
(c) prioritize and select ground water characterization study areas;
(d) develop plans for ground water information management and dissemination;

(e) develop plans for integrating existing ground water information with information
collected under the programs created by subsection (1);

(f) coordinate ground water information collection projects sponsored by individual units
of state, federal, or local government with the programs created by subsection (1); and

(g) evaluate reports and other information produced by the Montana bureau of mines and
geology from ground water characterization studies.

(5) The ground water assessment steering committee shall invite representatives of local
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governments and Indian tribes with jurisdiction over areas of the state that are included in an
active ground water characterization study or in a study scheduled to begin in the ensuing
biennium, as well as affected citizens in these areas, to participate in steering committee

meetings.
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— Ground Water Assessment Steering Committee —

Title 2. GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE AND ADMINISTRATION

Chapter 15. EXECUTIVE BRANCH OFFICERS AND AGENCIES

Part 15. Education

2-15-1523. Ground water assessment steering committee. (1) There is a ground water
assessment steering committee consisting of an employee of each of the following state agencies
that have responsibility for ground water protection, management, or information. The member
must be appointed by the head of the respective state agency:

(a) the department of natural resources and conservation;

(b) the department of environmental quality;

(c) the department of agriculture; and

(d) the Montana state library, natural resource information system.
(2) The ground water assessment steering committee may include representatives of the
following agencies and units of government with expertise or management responsibility related

to ground water and representatives of the organizations and groups specified in subsection (2)
(h), who shall serve as ex officio members:

(a) the legislative services division;
(b) the board of oil and gas conservation;
(c) the Montana bureau of mines and geology;

(d) a unit of the university system, other than the Montana bureau of mines and geology,
appointed by the board of regents of higher education for the Montana university system;

(e) a county government, appointed by an organization of Montana counties;

() a city, town, or city-county government, appointed by an organization of Montana
cities and towns;

(g) each principal federal agency that has responsibility for ground water protection,
management, or research, appointed by the Montana head of the respective federal
agency; and

(h) one representative of each of the following, appointed by the governor:




Page 13

(1) agricultural water users;
(ii) industrial water users; and
(iii) a conservation or ecological protection organization.

(3) The ground water assessment steering committee shall elect a presiding officer from its
voting members.

(4) The Montana bureau of mines and geology shall provide staff support to the committee.





