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AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING THE ALFALFA SEED INDUSTRY ACT; ELIMINATING THE MONTANA
ALFALFA SEED COMMITTEE AND TRANSFERRING CERTAIN DUTIES TO THE DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE; REVISING DEFINITIONS; ELIMINATING THE ALFALFA SEED INDUSTRY ACT;
PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS 80-6-1102, 80-6-1106, 80-6-1109, AND 80-
6-1111, MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 2-15-3004, 80-6-1101, 80-6-1103, 80-6-1104, 80-6-1105, 80-6-1107,
80-6-1108, 80-6-1110, 80-6-1112, 80-11-301, 80-11-302, 80-11-303, 80-11-304, AND 80-11-305, 80-11-307,
80-11-308, 80-11-309, 80-11-310, 80-11-311, 80-11-312, AND 80-11-313, MCA; AND PROVIDING

EFFECTIVE DATES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 80-6-1102, MCA, is amended to read:

"80-6-1102. Definitions. As used in this part, the following definitions apply:

(1) "Bee" means any stage in the life cycle of a bee of the species Megachile rotundata (F),

commonly known as the alfalfa leaf-cutting bee.

5)(2) "Department" means the department of agriculture established in 2-15-3001.
6)(3) "Equipment" means shelters, trays, incubators, cell removers, tumblers, and other apparatus,

except nesting materials, used in rearing bees.

8)(4) "Nesting materials" means laminates, drilled boards, and other apparatus used in nesting bees.
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Section 2. Section 80-6-1106, MCA, is amended to read:

"80-6-1106. Bee laboratory authorized. The committee-department or its agent may develop and

maintain a laboratory for the purpose of providing analytical services required-to-carry-out-theprovisions-of this

part. The laboratory may be authorized by the cemmittee-department to provide services to persons possessing

any bees or equipment on a fee-for-service basis."

Section 3. Section 80-6-1109, MCA, is amended to read:
"80-6-1109. Fees to be set by rule -- account established. (1) Fees authorized to be charged by

this part must be set by eemmittee-department rule. Fhe-fees-must-be-desighed,-when-combined-with-other

(2) There is an account in the state special revenue fund known as the leaf-cutting bee account for

use by the eommittee department. The account is made up of:

(a) fees collected under this part; and

{e)}(b) any grants, donations, or gifts made to the committee-department and designated by-the
committee-for the purposes of this part.

(3) The eemmittee-department may direct the board of investments to invest money from the
account pursuant to the provisions of the unified investment program. The income from investments must be

credited to the leaf-cutting bee account.”
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Section 4. Section 80-6-1111, MCA, is amended to read:

"80-6-1111. Alfalfa leaf-cutting bees -- registration. (1) A person may not possess or control alfalfa
leaf-cutting bees in this state unless the bees are registered as provided in this section.

(2) To register bees, a person shall file a completed application form provided by the department,
together with the registration fee set by rule. The applicant shall provide the following:

(a) the name and place of residence;

(b) the general location of bees to be registered; and

(c) other relevant information as may be required by committee-department rule.

(3) A registration is continuous until the registrant notifies the committee-department of

cancellation."

Section 5. Repealer. The following sections of the Montana Code Annotated are repealed:
80-11-307. Assessment on alfalfa seed.

80-11-308. Payment of assessment.

Section 6. Repealer. The following sections of the Montana Code Annotated are repealed:
2-15-3004. Montana alfalfa seed committee -- composition -- allocation.
80-6-1101. Short title.
80-6-1103. Committee responsibilities -- adoption of rules.
80-6-1104. Advisory duty of committee.
80-6-1105. Alfalfa leaf-cutting bees -- certification.
80-6-1107. Restrictions on importing bees.
80-6-1108. Restrictions on rearing, moving, and trapping of bees and movement of equipment.
80-6-1110. Violation -- penalty.
80-6-1112. Funding limitation.
80-11-301. Short title.

80-11-302. Findings -- purpose.
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80-11-303.
80-11-304.
80-11-305.
80-11-3009.
80-11-310.
80-11-311.
80-11-312.

80-11-313.

Definitions.
Powers of the committee.
Compensation -- per diem.

Refund of assessment.

Deposit and disbursement of funds -- investment.

Records required.
Penalty for nonpayment.

Penalty.

HB 171

Section 7. Transfer of funds. Before June 30, 2026, the department of agriculture shall transfer

unexpended or unobligated funds in the alfalfa seed account to the general fund.

Section 8. Effective dates. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), [this act] is effective July 1,

2025.

(2)

Legislative
Services
Division

[Sections 1 and 6] are effective July 1, 2026.
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