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Attorney

Enclosed is Resolution #1 by the Montana Digtricting and Apportionment Commission, whose

members have asked that it be conveyed to you officidly on their behaf.

The resolution was adopted in concept on May 4, 2001, and was accepted by written balot in the form
of the enclosed verson by amgority of the Commission members. (Commissioners Pease Pretty On
Top, Lamson, and Rice voting aye; Commissioners Sliter and Rehberg voting no.)

If you have any questions, please fed free to contact me.

Sincerdly,

Susan Byorth Fox
Research Andyst
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2000 DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF MONTANA

Resolution No. 1

WHEREAS, Old Person v. Cooney is a case pending charging 1990 Montana Legidative
Didrictsare in violation of Section 2 of the federd Voting Rights Act of 1965. The plaintiffs have
moved to join the 2000 Didtricting and Apportionment Commission as a party and the defendants have
asked the Commission to voluntarily join as a party; and

WHEREAS, the Commission seeks to recognize the rights of Indians on the Blackfeet and
Flathead Reservations under Section 2 of the federa Voting Rights Act of 1965 through the creation by
the Commission of an additiond mgority Indian House Didtrict and an additiond mgority Indian Senate
Didrict in the region of Montana that is dedlt with in Old Person; and

WHEREAS, on November 16, 2000, the Commission adopted redistricting criteria that
recognize the critical importance of upholding Section 2 of the federd Voting Rights Act of 1965 and in
addition voted to not recognize as a criteriathe existing lines of Senate and House Didtricts created by
the 1990 Commission; and

WHEREAS, the adoption of the one criterion and the rgjection of the other criterion place the
Commission in an excellent position to achieve the god asserted in the 9th Circuit Court opinionin Old
Person of resolving Old Person in atimdly fashion; and

WHEREAS, at its April 18, 2001, meeting the Commission unanimoudy voted to ingruct its
daff to begin preparation of proposed new legidative didrictsin the region of Montanathet is dedt with
in Old Person; and

WHEREAS, the Commission intends to have the proposed new legidative didricts in that
region prepared for presentation at a public hearing, and for tentative adoption by the Commission, in
the late summer or thefdl of 2001; and

WHEREAS, the Commission recognizes that the 2000 Census data and the evidence of racia
bloc voting and other factors regarding the dilution of Indian voting strength identified by the courtsin
Old Person support the creation of an additiond mgority Indian House Digtrict and an additiona
mgority Indian Senate Didrict in the region of Montanathat is dealt with in Old Person, in recognition
of the rights of Indians on the Blackfeet and Flathead Reservations under Section 2 of the federa
Voting Rights Act of 1965.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE 2000 DISTRICTING AND
APPORTIONMENT COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

(1) That the Commission commends the partiesin Old Person for their attempt to settle the



case in amanner that recognizes the rights of Indians on the Blackfeet and Flathead Reservations under
Section 2 of the federa Voting Rights Act of 1965.

(2) That the Commission recognizes its unique opportunity to address the Old Person issue and
will, as judtified by the 2000 Census data and by the criteria adopted by the Commission for legidative
redigtricting, create an additiond mgority Indian House Didrict and an additiond mgority Indian
Senate Didrict in the region of Montanathat is dedlt with in Old Person, o that the politica processes
leading to nomination or dection to the Montana Legidature are equaly open to participation by
Indians and so that Indians have an equa opportunity with other members of the electorate to
participate in the political process and to elect legidators of their choice for the 2004 and subsequent
legidative dections.

Adopted May 4, 2001
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