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A Bill for an Act entitled: "An Act providing that the residence of a
veteran or of the veterans' surviving spouse is exenpt from
residential property taxes if the veteran has or had a 100%

unenpl oyability rating; exenpting a light vehicle owned by a veteran
with a 100% unenpl oyability rating fromthe light vehicle
registration fee; anmendi ng sections 15-6-211, 61-3-332, and 61-3-560,

MCA; and providing an effective date.™

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 15-6-211, MCA, is anended to read:

"15-6-211. Certain disabled, unenpl oyabl e, or deceased

veterans' residences exenpt. (1) A residence, including the |ot on
which it is built, that is owned and occupied by a veteran or a
veteran's spouse is exenpt from property taxation if the veteran

(a) was killed while on active duty or died as a result of a
servi ce-connected disability; or

(b) if living:

(i) was honorably discharged fromactive service in any branch

of the arned services;

(ii) has been rated 100% di sabl ed or 100% unenpl oyabl e because
of a service-connected disability by the United States departnment of

veterans affairs or its successor; and
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(ii1) has an annual adjusted gross inconme, as reported on the
| at est federal incone tax return, of not nmore than $30,000 for a
singl e person and $36,000 for a married couple.

(2) The property tax exenption under this section remains in
effect as long as the property is the primary residence owned and
occupi ed by the veteran or, if the veteran is deceased, by the
veteran's spouse and the spouse:

(a) is the owner and occupant of the house;

(b) has an annual adjusted gross inconme, as reported on the
| at est federal incone tax return, of not nore than $25, 000;

(c) is unmarried; and

(d) has obtained fromthe United States departnment of veterans

affairs a letter indicating that the veteran was 100%

servi ce-connected di sabled or had a 100% i ndi vi dual unenpl ovability

rating at the time of death or that the veteran died while on active
duty or as a result of a service-connected disability."

{Internal References to 15-6-211: None.}

Section 2. Section 61-3-332, MCA, is anended to read:

"61-3-332. (Tenporary) Nunmber plates. (1) A notor vehicle that
is driven upon the streets or highways of Montana nust display both
front and rear nunber plates, bearing the distinctive nunber assigned
to the vehicle.

(2) In addition to special license plates, collegiate |icense
pl ates, and generic specialty |license plates authorized under this
chapter, a separate series of nunber plates nust be issued, in the

manner specified, for each of the follow ng vehicle or dealer types:
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(a) passenger vehicles, including autonobiles, vans, and sport
utility vehicles;

(b) motorcycles and quadricycles, bearing the letters "MC' or
"CYCLE";

(c) trucks, bearing the letter "T" or the word " TRUCK"

(d) trailers, bearing the letters "TR'" or the word "TRAI LER";

(e) dealers of new, or new and used, notor vehicles, including
trucks and trailers, bearing the letter "D' or the word "DEALER"

(f) dealers of used motor vehicles only, including trucks and
trailers, bearing the letters "UD'" or the letter "U" and the word
"DEALER" ;

(g) dealers of motorcycles or quadricycles, bearing the
letters "MCD" or the letters "MC'" and the word " DEALER"

(h) dealers of trailers or semtrailers, bearing the letters
"DTR" or the letters "TR' and the word "DEALER"'; and

(i) dealers of recreational vehicles, bearing the letters "RV"
or the letter "R'" and the word "DEALER".

(3) (a) Except as provided in 61-3-479 and subsections (4)(c)
and (4)(d) of this section, all nunber plates for notor vehicles nust
be issued for a maxi mum period of 4 years, bear a distinctive
mar ki ng, and be furnished by the departnent. In years when nunber
pl ates are not issued, the departnent shall provide nonrenovabl e
stickers bearing appropriate registration nunbers that nust be
affixed to the license plates in use.

(b) For notorcycles, quadricycles, and |ight vehicles that are
permanently regi stered as provided in 61-3-527 or 61-3-315 and

61- 3-562, the departnent shall provide distinctive nonrenovable
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stickers indicating that the vehicle is permanently registered. The
stickers must be affixed to the license plates in use.

(4) (a) Subject to the provisions of this section, the
departnment shall create a new design for number plates as provided in
this section, and it shall manufacture the newly desi gned nunber
pl ates for issuance after Decenmber 31, 1999, to replace at renewal
as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314, nunber plates that were
di spl ayed on motor vehicles before that date.

(b) Beginning January 1, 2000, the departnent shall
manuf acture and i ssue new nunber plates every 4 years.

(c) A light vehicle that is registered for a 24-nonth period,
as provided in 61-3-315 and 61-3-560, may di splay the nunber plate
and plate design in effect at the tinme of registration for the entire
24-mont h registration peri od.

(d) A notorcycle, quadricycle, or light vehicle that is
permanently regi stered, as provided in 61-3-527 or 61-3-315 and
61- 3-562, may di splay the nunber plate and plate design in effect at
the time of registration for the entire period that the vehicle is
per manently registered.

(5) In the case of passenger vehicles and trucks, plates nust
be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in | ength. Except for generic
specialty license plates, the outline of the state of Mntana nust be
used as a distinctive border on the |license plates, and the word
"Mont ana” nust be placed on each plate. Registration plates nust be
treated with a reflectorized background material according to
specifications prescribed by the departnent.

(6) The distinctive registration numbers nust begin with a
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nunmber one or with a |etter-nunber conbination, such as "A 1" or "AA
1", or any other simlar conbination of |letters and nunbers. Except
for special license plates, collegiate |license plates, and generic
specialty license plates, the distinctive registration nunber or
| etter-nunmber conbination assigned to the vehicle nust appear on the
pl ate preceded by the nunber of the county and appearing in
hori zontal order on the same horizontal baseline. The county numnber
must be separated fromthe distinctive registration nunber by a
separation mark unless a |etter-nunber conbination is used. The
di mensi ons of the nunmerals and letters nust be determ ned by the
departnment, and all county and registration nunbers nust be of equal
hei ght .

(7) For the use of exenpt nmotor vehicles and notor vehicles
that are exenpt fromthe registration fee as provided in
61-3-560(2)(a), in addition to the markings provided in this section,
nunber plates nmust bear the follow ng distinctive markings:

(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the departnment may
desi gnate the prefix nunber for the various state departnments. All
nunbered plates issued to state departnments nust bear the words
"State Owned", and a year nunmber may not be indicated on the plates
because these nunbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be
replaced by the departnment only when the physical condition of
nunbered plates requires it.

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counti es,
muni ci palities, and special districts, as defined in 18-8-202,
organi zed under the | aws of Mntana and not operating for profit, and

that are used and operated by officials and enpl oyees in the |ine of
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duty and for vehicles on loan fromthe United States governnment or
the state of Montana to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used
and operated by officials and enployees in the line of duty, there
must be placed on the nunber plates assigned, in a position that the
department may designate, the letter "X" or the word "EXEMPT".
Di stinctive registration nunbers for plates assigned to notor
vehi cl es of each of the counties in the state and those of the
muni ci palities and special districts that obtain plates within each
county nmust begin with nunber one and be nunmbered consecutively.
Because these nunber plates are of a permanent nature, they are
subj ect to replacenent by the departnment only when the physical
condition of the nunber plates requires it and a year nunber may not
be di spl ayed on the nunber pl ates.

(8) Nunber plates issued to a passenger vehicle, truck,
trailer, notorcycle, or quadricycle nmay be transferred only to a
repl acenent passenger vehicle, truck, trailer, nmotorcycle, or
guadricycle. A registration or license fee may not be assessed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335.

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several counties of
the state are assigned nunbers as follows: Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2;
Yel | owstone, 3; M ssoula, 4; Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6;

Fl at head, 7; Fergus, 8; Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11;
Hll, 12; Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt,
17; Beaver head, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big Horn,
22; Mussel shell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 26; Richland,
27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; Teton, 31; Stillwater,
32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36;
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Dani el s, 37; G acier, 38; Fallon, 39; Sweet G ass, 40; MCone, 41,
Carter, 42; Broadwater, 43; \Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Ganite, 46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 51,
W baux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mneral, 54; Petroleum 55; Lincoln,
56. Any new counties nust be assigned nunbers by the departnent as
they may be fornmed, beginning with the nunber 57.

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the
| egi sl ature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 61-3-463
and generic specialty license plates authorized in 61-3-472 through
61- 3-481, nust be a separate series of plates, nunbered as provided
in subsection (6), except that the county nunmber nust be replaced by
a nonrenovabl e desi gn or decal designating the group or organization
to which the applicant bel ongs. Unless otherw se specifically stated
in this section, the special plates are subject to the sane rul es and
| aws as govern the issuance of regular license plates, nust be placed
or nounted on a vehicle owned by the person who is eligible to
receive them and nust be renoved upon sale or other disposition of
the vehicle. The special |icense plates nmust be issued to national
guard nmenbers, fornmer prisoners of war, persons with disabilities,
reservists, disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack,
veterans of the armed services, national guard veterans, |egion of
val or nenmbers, or veterans of the arned services who were awarded the
purpl e heart nmedal, who conply with the follow ng provisions:

(a) (i) An active nenber of the Montana national guard nay be
i ssued special license plates with a design or decal displaying the
letters "NG'. The adjutant general shall issue to each active nmenber

of the Montana national guard a certificate authorizing the
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departnment to issue national guard plates, nunbered in sets of two
with a different nunber on each set, and the nenber shall surrender
the plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use them

(ii) The departnment may issue national guard veteran plates,
bearing a design or decal displaying the Montana national guard
insignia and the words "National Guard veteran" and nunbered in sets
of two with a different nunber on each set, to an applicant who
presents to the departnment a copy of certification of national guard
retirenment eligibility issued by the appropriate authorities for the
applicant or the applicant's deceased spouse and who pays, in
addition to all taxes and fees required by parts 3 and 5 of this
chapter, a national guard veteran |license plate fee of $10. The
additional fee nust be distributed in accordance with the provisions
of subsection (12).

(b) An active nmenber of the reserve arned forces of the United
States of America who is a resident of this state may be issued
special license plates with a design or decal displaying the
following: United States arny reserve, AR (synbol); United States
naval reserve, NR (anchor); United States air force reserve, AFR
(symbol); and United States marine corps reserve, MCR (gl obe and
anchor). The commandi ng officer of each armed forces reserve unit
shall issue to each eligible nenber of the reserve unit a certificate
aut horizing the issuance of special |icense plates, nunbered in sets
of two with a different nunmber on each set. The nmenber shall
surrender the plates to the departnent upon becomng ineligible to
use them

(c) (i) Subject to the limtation in 61-3-435, a resident of
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Mont ana who is a veteran of the arnmed forces of the United States and
who has been awarded the purple heart and is 50% or nore disabled
because of an injury that has been determ ned by the departnment of
veterans affairs to be service-connected or who is 100% di sabl ed
because of an injury that has been determ ned by the departnment of
veterans affairs to be service-connected nmay, upon presentation to
t he departnment of docunentation required in subsection (10)(f) (i)
proof of the required disability, be issued:
(A) a special license plate under this section with the purple
heart decal or a design or decal displaying the letters "DV'; or
(B) one set of any other mlitary-related plates that the 50%
or nore disabled veteran who has been awarded the purple hear or the
di sabl ed veteran is eligible to receive under this section.

(ii) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 100%

di sabl ed or 100% unenpl oyabl e veteran for a notor vehicle, as defined

in 61-1-102, that is not used for commercial purposes is $5 and is in
lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this chapter
irrespective of which set of mlitary license plates the veteran is
eligible to receive and chooses to display under subsection
(10) (c) (i) .

(iii) The fee for original or renewal registration for a notor
vehicle, as defined in 61-1-102, that is not used for comrerci al
pur poses by a 50% or nore disabled veteran who has been awarded the
purpl e heart and who neets the criteria in subsection (10)(c)(i) is
$5 and is in lieu of other taxes and fees for that vehicle under this
chapter, except for the $10 fee required in subsection (10)(f)(iii),

regardl ess of which set of mlitary license plates the veteran is
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eligible to receive and chooses to display under subsection
(10)(c)(i). Special license plates issued to a 50% or nore disabl ed
veteran who has been awarded the purple heart under subsection
(10)(c) may be retained by a surviving spouse, subject to paynent of
all taxes and fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter as
provi ded in subsection (10)(f)(iii).

(iv) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran and,
except as provided in subsection (10(c)(iii), to a 50% or nore
di sabl e veteran who has been awarded the purple heart are not
transferable to another person.

(v) A 50%or nore disabled veteran who has been awarded the
purple heart or a disabled veteran is not entitled to a speci al
license plate for nore than one vehicle.

(vi) A vehicle that is lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's
plate with a design or decal displaying the letters "DV' and that is
conveying a 100% di sabl ed veteran is entitled to the parking
privileges allowed a person with a disability's vehicle under this
title.

(d) (i) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the arned
forces of the United States and was captured and held prisoner by a
mlitary force of a foreign nation, docunented by the veteran's
service record, may upon application and presentation of proof be
i ssued special license plates, nunbered in sets of two with a
di fferent nunmber on each set, with a design or decal displaying the
wor ds "ex-prisoner of war" or an abbreviation that the departnent
consi ders appropri ate.

(ii) Fees required under 61-3-321(1) and (6) nmay not be
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assessed upon one set of |license plates issued to an ex-prisoner of
war under this subsection (10)(d).

(iii) A special license plate fee may not be assessed upon one
set of special license plates issued to an ex-prisoner of war under
this subsection (10)(d).

(iv) An ex-prisoner of war is exenpt fromthe registration fees
i nposed under 61-3-560 through 61-3-562 for one vehicle that displays
a set of ex-prisoner of war |icense plates.

(v) A surviving spouse of an ex-prisoner of war may retain the
special license plates that have been issued to the ex-prisoner of
war if the spouse conplies with the provisions of 61-3-457.

(e) Except as provided in subsections (10)(c) and (10)(d),
upon paynment of all taxes and fees required by parts 3 and 5 of this
chapter and upon furnishing proof satisfactory to the departnent that
the applicant neets the requirenents of this subsection (10)(e), the
departnment shall issue to a Montana resident who is a veteran of the
arnmed services of the United States special license plates, nunbered
in sets of two with a different nunber on each set, designed to
i ndicate that the applicant is a survivor of the Pearl Harbor attack
if the applicant was a nenber of the United States arned forces on
Decenmber 7, 1941, was on station on Decenmber 7, 1941, during the
hours of 7:55 a.m to 9:45 a.m (Hawaii tinme) at Pearl Harbor, the
i sland of Gahu, or was offshore at a distance of not nore than 3
mles, and received an honorabl e discharge fromthe United States
arnmed forces. If special |license plates issued under subsection
(10)(d) and this subsection are lost, stolen, or nutil ated, the

recipient of the plates is entitled to replacenent plates upon
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request and wi t hout charge.

(f) A notor vehicle owner and resident of this state who is a
veteran or the surviving spouse of a veteran of the arned services of
the United States may be issued |icense plates inscribed as provided
in subsection (10)(f)(i) if the veteran was separated fromthe arnmed
servi ces under other than dishonorable circunstances or was awarded
the purple heart nedal

(i) Upon subm ssion of a department of defense form
214(DD- 214) or its successor or docunments show ng an
ot her -t han-di shonor abl e di scharge or a reenlistnment, proper
identification, and other relevant docunents to show an applicant's
qual ification under this subsection, there nust be issued to the
applicant, in lieu of the regular license plates prescribed by | aw,
special |license plates nunbered in sets of two with a different
nunmber on each set. The plates nust display:

(A) the word "VETERAN' and a synbol signifying the United
States arny, United States navy, United States air force, United
States marine corps, or United States coast guard, according to the
record of service verified in the application; or

(B) a synbol representing the purple heart nedal.

(ii) Plates nust be furnished by the departnment to the county
treasurer, who shall issue themto a qualified veteran or to the
veteran's surviving spouse. The plates nmust be placed or nmounted on
the vehicle owned by the veteran or the veteran's surviving spouse
designated in the application and nust be renoved upon sal e or other
di sposition of the vehicle.

(iii) Except as provided for 100% di sabl ed or 100% unenpl oyabl e
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veterans and ex-prisoners of war in subsections (10)(c) and (10)(d),
a veteran or surviving spouse who receives special |icense plates
under this subsection (10)(f) is liable for paynent of all taxes and
fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a speci al
veteran's or purple heart nedal |icense plate fee of $10.

(g) A Montana resident who is eligible to receive a speci al
parking permt under 49-4-301 may, upon witten application on a form
prescribed by the departnent, be issued a special license plate with
a design or decal bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the
synbol of a person with a disability.

(h) The departnment may issue |egion of valor |icense plates,
bearing a design or decal depicting the recogni zed | egi on of valor
medal |'i on and nunmbered in sets of two with a different nunmber on each
set, to an applicant who presents to the departnent proper
docunent ati on of receipt of a | egion of valor award by appropriate
authorities to the applicant or the applicant's deceased spouse and
who pays all taxes and fees required by parts 3 and 5 of this
chapter.

(i) An active nmenber of the arnmed forces of the United States
who is a resident of the state or who is stationed outside of Mntana
may be issued special license plates inscribed as provided in
subsection (10)(f)(i)(A). The nenber's conmandi ng officer may issue a
certificate or sonme other relevant docunent to show the applicant's
qual ification and authorizing the issuance of the special |icense
plates in sets of two with a different nunmber on each set. The nenber
is liable for paynent of all taxes and fees required by this chapter,

except as provided in 61-3-456.
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(11) The provisions of this section do not apply to a notor
vehicle, trailer, or semtrailer that is registered as part of a
fleet, as defined in 61-3-712, and that is subject to the provisions
of 61-3-711 through 61-3-733.

(12) Fees collected under this section nmust be deposited in the
state general fund.

61-3-332. (Effective July 1, 2005) Nunber plates. (1) A notor
vehicle that is driven upon the streets or highways of Montana nust
di splay both front and rear nunber plates, bearing the distinctive
nunber assigned to the vehicle.

(2) In addition to special license plates and coll egiate
i cense plates authorized under this chapter, a separate series of
nunber plates nmust be issued, in the manner specified, for each of
the follow ng vehicle or deal er types:

(a) passenger vehicles, including autonobiles, vans, and sport
utility vehicles;

(b) motorcycles and quadricycles, bearing the letters "MC' or
"CYCLE";

(c) trucks, bearing the letter "T" or the word " TRUCK"

(d) trailers, bearing the letters "TR'" or the word "TRAI LER";

(e) dealers of new, or new and used, notor vehicles, including
trucks and trailers, bearing the letter "D' or the word "DEALER"

(f) dealers of used motor vehicles only, including trucks and
trailers, bearing the letters "UD'" or the letter "U" and the word
"DEALER" ;

(g) dealers of motorcycles or quadricycles, bearing the

letters "MCD' or the letters "MC' and the word " DEALER"
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(h) dealers of trailers or semtrailers, bearing the letters
"DTR" or the letters "TR' and the word "DEALER"; and

(i) dealers of recreational vehicles, bearing the letters "RV"
or the letter "R'" and the word "DEALER".

(3) (a) Except as provided in subsections (4)(c) and (4)(d),
all nunmber plates for notor vehicles must be issued for a maxi num
period of 4 years, bear a distinctive marking, and be furnished by
the state. In years when nunber plates are not issued, the departnent
shal | provide nonrenovabl e stickers bearing appropriate registration
nunbers that nust be affixed to the |license plates in use.

(b) For notorcycles, quadricycles, and |ight vehicles that are
permanently regi stered as provided in 61-3-527 or 61-3-315 and
61- 3-562, the departnent shall provide distinctive nonrenovabl e
stickers indicating that the vehicle is permanently registered. The
stickers must be affixed to the license plates in use.

(4) (a) Subject to the provisions of this section, the
departnment shall create a new design for nunmber plates as provided in
this section, and it shall manufacture the newly desi gned nunber
pl ates for issuance after Decenmber 31, 1999, to replace at renewal
as required in 61-3-312 and 61-3-314, nunber plates that were
di spl ayed on motor vehicles before that date.

(b) Beginning January 1, 2000, the departnent shall
manuf acture and i ssue new nunber plates every 4 years.

(c) A light vehicle that is registered for a 24-nonth period,
as provided in 61-3-315 and 61-3-560, may di splay the nunber plate
and plate design in effect at the tinme of registration for the entire

24-mont h registration peri od.
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(d) A notorcycle, quadricycle, or light vehicle that is
permanently regi stered, as provided in 61-3-527 or 61-3-315 and
61- 3-562, may di splay the nunber plate and plate design in effect at
the time of registration for the entire period that the vehicle is
per manently registered.

(5) In the case of passenger vehicles and trucks, plates nust
be of metal 6 inches wide and 12 inches in length. The outline of the
state of Montana nust be used as a distinctive border on the |icense
pl ates, and the word "Montana" and the year nust be placed across the
pl ates. Registration plates nust be treated with a reflectorized
background material according to specifications prescribed by the
depart nment.

(6) The distinctive registration nunmbers nust begin with a
nunber one or with a | etter-nunber conbi nati on, such as "A 1" or "AA
1", or any other simlar conbination of letters and nunbers. The
di stinctive registration nunber or |etter-nunber conbination assi gned
to the vehicle nust appear on the plate preceded by the nunber of the
county and appearing in horizontal order on the same horizontal
baseline. The county nunber nust be separated from the distinctive
registration nunber by a separation mark unless a |etter-nunber
conmbi nation is used. The dinensions of the nunerals and |l etters nust
be determ ned by the departnment, and all county and registration
nunmbers nmust be of equal height.

(7) For the use of exenpt motor vehicles and notor vehicles
that are exenpt fromthe registration fee as provided in
61-3-560(2)(a), in addition to the markings provided in this section,

nunber plates nmust bear the follow ng distinctive markings:
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(a) For vehicles owned by the state, the departnment may
desi gnate the prefix nunber for the various state departnments. All
nunbered plates issued to state departnments nust bear the words
"State Owned", and a year nunmber may not be indicated on the plates
because these nunbered plates are of a permanent nature and will be
replaced by the departnment only when the physical condition of
nunbered plates requires it.

(b) For vehicles that are owned by the counti es,
muni ci palities, and special districts, as defined in 18-8-202,
organi zed under the | aws of Mntana and not operating for profit, and
that are used and operated by officials and enpl oyees in the |ine of
duty and for vehicles on loan fromthe United States governnment or
the state of Montana to, or owned by, the civil air patrol and used
and operated by officials and enployees in the line of duty, there
must be placed on the nunber plates assigned, in a position that the
departnment may designate, the letter "X" or the word "EXEMPT".
Di stinctive registration nunbers for plates assigned to notor
vehi cl es of each of the counties in the state and those of the
muni ci palities and special districts that obtain plates within each
county nmust begin with nunber one and be nunmbered consecutively.
Because these nunber plates are of a permanent nature, they are
subj ect to replacenent by the departnment only when the physical
condition of the nunber plates requires it and a year nunber may not
be di spl ayed on the nunber pl ates.

(8) Nunber plates issued to a passenger vehicle, truck,
trailer, notorcycle, or quadricycle nmay be transferred only to a

repl acenent passenger vehicle, truck, trailer, nmotorcycle, or

17 LC 5552



Unof ficial Draft Copy
As of: February 15, 2002 (2:59PM
LC5552

guadricycle. A registration or license fee may not be assessed upon a
transfer of a number plate under 61-3-317 and 61-3-335.

(9) For the purpose of this chapter, the several counties of
the state are assigned nunbers as follows: Silver Bow, 1; Cascade, 2;
Yel | owst one, 3; M ssoula, 4; Lewis and Clark, 5; Gallatin, 6;
Fl at head, 7; Fergus, 8; Powder River, 9; Carbon, 10; Phillips, 11;
Hill, 12; Ravalli, 13; Custer, 14; Lake, 15; Dawson, 16; Roosevelt,
17; Beaver head, 18; Chouteau, 19; Valley, 20; Toole, 21; Big Horn,
22; Mussel shell, 23; Blaine, 24; Madison, 25; Pondera, 26; Richland,
27; Powell, 28; Rosebud, 29; Deer Lodge, 30; Teton, 31; Stillwater,
32; Treasure, 33; Sheridan, 34; Sanders, 35; Judith Basin, 36;
Dani els, 37; G acier, 38; Fallon, 39; Sweet G ass, 40; MCone, 41,
Carter, 42; Broadwater, 43; \Wheatland, 44; Prairie, 45; Ganite, 46;
Meagher, 47; Liberty, 48; Park, 49; Garfield, 50; Jefferson, 51;
W baux, 52; Golden Valley, 53; Mneral, 54; Petroleum 55; Lincoln,
56. Any new counties nust be assigned nunbers by the departnment as
they may be fornmed, beginning with the nunber 57.

(10) Each type of special license plate approved by the
| egi sl ature, except collegiate license plates authorized in 61-3-463,
must be a separate series of plates, nunbered as provided in
subsection (6), except that the county nunber nust be replaced by a
nonr enovabl e desi gn or decal designating the group or organization to
whi ch the applicant bel ongs. Unless otherw se specifically stated in
this section, the special plates are subject to the sanme rul es and
| aws as govern the issuance of regular |icense plates, nust be placed
or nounted on a vehicle owned by the person who is eligible to

receive them and nust be renoved upon sale or other disposition of

18 LC 5552



Unof ficial Draft Copy
As of: February 15, 2002 (2:59PM
LC5552

the vehicle. The special |icense plates nust be issued to national
guard nmenbers, fornmer prisoners of war, persons with disabilities,
reservists, disabled veterans, survivors of the Pearl Harbor attack,
veterans of the armed services, national guard veterans, |egion of
val or nembers, or veterans of the arned services who were awarded the
pur pl e heart nmedal, who conply with the follow ng provisions:

(a) (i) An active nenber of the Montana national guard nay be
i ssued special license plates with a design or decal displaying the
letters "NG'. The adjutant general shall issue to each active nmenber
of the Montana national guard a certificate authorizing the
departnment to issue national guard plates, nunbered in sets of two
with a different nunber on each set, and the nenber shall surrender
the plates to the department upon becoming ineligible to use them

(ii) The departnment may issue national guard veteran plates,
bearing a design or decal displaying the Montana national guard
insignia and the words "National Guard veteran" and nunbered in sets
of two with a different nunmber on each set, to an applicant who
presents to the departnment a copy of certification of national guard
retirenment eligibility issued by the appropriate authorities for the
applicant or the applicant's deceased spouse and who pays, in
addition to all taxes and fees required by parts 3 and 5 of this
chapter, a national guard veteran |license plate fee of $10. The
additional fee nmust be distributed in accordance with the provisions
of subsection (12).

(b) An active nenber of the reserve arned forces of the United
States of America who is a resident of this state may be issued

special license plates with a design or decal displaying the
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following: United States arny reserve, AR (synbol); United States
naval reserve, NR (anchor); United States air force reserve, AFR
(symbol); and United States marine corps reserve, MCR (gl obe and
anchor). The commandi ng officer of each armed forces reserve unit
shall issue to each eligible nenber of the reserve unit a certificate
aut hori zing the issuance of special |icense plates, nunbered in sets
of two with a different nunmber on each set. The nenber shall
surrender the plates to the departnent upon becomng ineligible to
use them

(c) (i) Subject to the limtation in 61-3-435, a resident of
Mont ana who is a veteran of the arnmed forces of the United States and
who has been awarded the purple heart and is 50% or nore disabled
because of an injury that has been determ ned by the departnment of
veterans affairs to be service-connected or who is 100% di sabl ed
because of an injury that has been determ ned by the departnment of
veterans affairs to be service-connected nmay, upon presentation to
t he departnment of docunentation required in subsection (10)(f) (i)
proof of the required disability, be issued:

(A) a special license plate under this section with the purple
heart decal or a design or decal displaying the letters "DV'; or

(B) one set of any other mlitary-related plates that the 50%
or nore disabled veteran who has been awarded the purple hear or the
di sabl ed veteran is eligible to receive under this section.

(ii) The fee for original or renewal registration by a 100%

di sabl ed or 100% unenpl oyabl e veteran for a notor vehicle, as defined

in 61-1-102, that is not used for commercial purposes is $5 and is in

lieu of all other fees and taxes for that vehicle under this chapter
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irrespective of which set of mlitary license plates the veteran is
eligible to receive and chooses to display under subsection
(10) (c) (i) .

(iii) The fee for original or renewal registration for a notor
vehicle, as defined in 61-1-102, that is not used for comrerci al
pur poses by a 50% or nore disabled veteran who has been awarded the
purpl e heart and who neets the criteria in subsection (10)(c)(i) is
$5 and is in lieu of other taxes and fees for that vehicle under this
chapter, except for the $10 fee required in subsection (10)(f)(iii),
regardl ess of which set of mlitary license plates the veteran is
eligible to receive and chooses to display under subsection
(10)(c)(i). Special license plates issued to a 50% or nore disabl ed
veteran who has been awarded the purple heart under subsection
(10)(c) may be retained by a surviving spouse, subject to paynent of
all taxes and fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter as
provi ded in subsection (10)(f)(iii).

(iv) Special license plates issued to a disabled veteran and,
except as provided in subsection (10(c)(iii), to a 50% or nore
di sabl e veteran who has been awarded the purple heart are not
transferable to another person.

(v) A 50%or nore disabled veteran who has been awarded the
purple heart or a disabled veteran is not entitled to a speci al
license plate for nore than one vehicle.

(vi) A vehicle that is lawfully displaying a disabled veteran's
plate with a design or decal displaying the letters "DV' and that is
conveying a 100% di sabl ed veteran is entitled to the parking

privileges allowed a person with a disability's vehicle under this
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title.

(d) (i) A Montana resident who is a veteran of the arned
forces of the United States and was captured and held prisoner by a
mlitary force of a foreign nation, docunented by the veteran's
service record, may upon application and presentation of proof be
i ssued special license plates, nunbered in sets of two with a
di fferent nunmber on each set, with a design or decal displaying the
wor ds "ex-prisoner of war" or an abbreviation that the departnent
consi ders appropri ate.

(ii) Fees required under 61-3-321(1) and (6) nmay not be
assessed upon one set of |license plates issued to an ex-prisoner of
war under this subsection (10)(d).

(iii) A special license plate fee my not be assessed upon one
set of special license plates issued to an ex-prisoner of war under
this subsection (10)(d).

(iv) An ex-prisoner of war is exenpt fromthe registration fees
i mposed under 61-3-560 through 61-3-562 for one vehicle that displays
a set of ex-prisoner of war |icense plates.

(v) A surviving spouse of an ex-prisoner of war may retain the
special license plates that have been issued to the ex-prisoner of
war if the spouse conplies with the provisions of 61-3-457.

(e) Except as provided in subsections (10)(c) and (10)(d),
upon payment of all taxes and fees required by parts 3 and 5 of this
chapter and upon furnishing proof satisfactory to the departnent that
the applicant neets the requirenents of this subsection (10)(e), the
departnment shall issue to a Montana resident who is a veteran of the

arnmed services of the United States special license plates, nunbered
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in sets of two with a different nunber on each set, designed to
i ndicate that the applicant is a survivor of the Pearl Harbor attack
if the applicant was a nenber of the United States arned forces on
Decenmber 7, 1941, was on station on Decenmber 7, 1941, during the
hours of 7:55 a.m to 9:45 a.m (Hawaii tinme) at Pearl Harbor, the
i sland of Gahu, or was offshore at a distance of not nore than 3
mles, and received an honorabl e discharge fromthe United States
arnmed forces. If special |license plates issued under subsection
(10)(d) and this subsection are lost, stolen, or nmutil ated, the
recipient of the plates is entitled to replacenent plates upon
request and wi t hout charge.

(f) A notor vehicle owner and resident of this state who is a
veteran or the surviving spouse of a veteran of the armed services of
the United States may be issued |icense plates inscribed as provided
in subsection (10)(f)(i) if the veteran was separated fromthe arnmed
servi ces under other than dishonorable circunstances or was awarded
the purple heart nedal

(i) Upon subm ssion of a department of defense form
214(DD- 214) or its successor or docunments show ng an
ot her -t han-di shonor abl e di scharge or a reenlistnment, proper
identification, and other relevant docunents to show an applicant's
qualification under this subsection, there nust be issued to the
applicant, in lieu of the regular license plates prescribed by | aw,
special license plates nunbered in sets of two with a different
nunmber on each set. The plates nust display:

(A) the word "VETERAN' and a symnbol signifying the United

States arny, United States navy, United States air force, United
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States marine corps, or United States coast guard, according to the
record of service verified in the application; or

(B) a synbol representing the purple heart nedal.

(ii) Plates nust be furnished by the departnment to the county
treasurer, who shall issue themto a qualified veteran or to the
veteran's surviving spouse. The plates nmust be placed or nmounted on
the vehicle owned by the veteran or the veteran's surviving spouse
designated in the application and nust be renoved upon sal e or other
di sposition of the vehicle.

(iii) Except as provided for 100% di sabl ed or 100% unenpl oyabl e

veterans and ex-prisoners of war in subsections (10)(c) and (10)(d),
a veteran or surviving spouse who receives special |icense plates
under this subsection (10)(f) is liable for paynment of all taxes and
fees required under parts 3 and 4 of this chapter and a speci al
veteran's or purple heart nedal |icense plate fee of $10.

(g) A Mntana resident who is eligible to receive a speci al
parking permt under 49-4-301 may, upon witten application on a form
prescribed by the departnent, be issued a special license plate with
a design or decal bearing a representation of a wheelchair as the
synbol of a person with a disability.

(h) The departnment may issue |egion of valor |icense plates,
bearing a design or decal depicting the recogni zed | egi on of val or
medal |'i on and nunmbered in sets of two with a different nunber on each
set, to an applicant who presents to the departnent proper
docunent ati on of receipt of a | egion of valor award by appropriate
authorities to the applicant or the applicant's deceased spouse and

who pays all taxes and fees required by parts 3 and 5 of this

24 LC 5552



Unof ficial Draft Copy
As of: February 15, 2002 (2:59PM
LC5552
chapter.

(i) An active nmenber of the arnmed forces of the United States
who is a resident of the state or who is stationed outside of Mntana
may be issued special license plates inscribed as provided in
subsection (10)(f)(i)(A). The nenber's conmmandi ng officer may issue a
certificate or sonme other relevant docunent to show the applicant's
qual ification and authorizing the issuance of the special |icense
plates in sets of two with a different nunmber on each set. The nenber
is liable for paynent of all taxes and fees required by this chapter,
except as provided in 61-3-456.

(11) The provisions of this section do not apply to a notor
vehicle, trailer, or semtrailer that is registered as part of a
fleet, as defined in 61-3-712, and that is subject to the provisions
of 61-3-711 through 61-3-733.

(12) Fees collected under this section nmust be deposited in the
state general fund."

{x Internal References to 61-3-332:

15-1-121 15-1-122 49- 4- 301 49- 4- 302
49- 4- 302 49- 4- 304 61- 3- 301 61-3-313
61-3-321 61-3-321 61-3-321 61- 3- 407
61- 3- 407 61-3-412 61-3- 426 61-3- 426
61-3-426 61-3-426 61-3- 426 61-3- 426
61- 3- 446 61- 3- 446 61- 3- 452 61- 3-453
61- 3-453 61- 3- 454 61- 3- 455 61- 3- 457
61- 3- 457 61-3-463 61-3-463 61-3-474
61-3-474 61-3-479 61- 3- 560 61- 3- 560
61-3-562 61-4- 102}

Section 3. Section 61-3-560, MCA, is anended to read:
"61-3-560. Light vehicle registration fee -- exenptions --
24-nmonth registration. (1) Except as provided in subsections (2) and

(3), there is a registration fee inposed on |light vehicles. The
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registration fee is in addition to other annual registration fees.

(2) The followi ng vehicles are exenpt fromthe fee inposed in
subsection (1):

(a) light vehicles that neet the description of property
exenpt from taxation under 15-6-201(1)(a), (1)(c) through (1) (e),
(D(g), (DH(M, (D(o), (1)(qg), or (1)(w, 15-6-203, or 15-6-215,
except as provided in 61-3-520;

(b) a light vehicle owned by a 100% di sabled or 100%

unenpl oyabl e veteran or by a 50% or nore di sabled veteran who has

been awarded the purple heart qualifying for one set of special
i cense plates under 61-3-332(10)(c) or 61-3-426;

(c) a light vehicle owned by an ex-prisoner of war qualifying
for one set of special plates under 61-3-332(10)(d) or a surviving
spouse of an ex-prisoner of war under 61-3-457; and

(d) a light vehicle registered under 61-3-456.

(3) A dealer for light vehicles is not required to pay the
registration fee for light vehicles that constitute inventory of the
deal ership and that are reported under 61-3-501

(4) The owner of a light vehicle subject to the provisions of
61- 3-313 through 61-3-316 may register the light vehicle for a period
not to exceed 24 nonths. The application for registration or
reregi stration nust be acconpanied by the registration fee and al
other fees required in this chapter for each 12-nonth period of the
24-nmont h period. However, the registration fees required under
61-3-321(1)(a) or (1)(b) paid at the tinme of registration or
reregistration apply for the entire 24-nonth registration period.”

{ x Internal References to 61-3-560:
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NEW SECTI ON. Section 4. {standard} Effective date. [This act]

is effective July 1, 2003.

- END -
{ Nare : Sheri S. Heffelfinger
Title : Research Anal yst
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