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A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF

MONTANA REQUESTING THAT AN INTERIM COMMITTEE OR STAFF STUDY AND DEVELOP AN

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN FOR MENTAL HEALTH CARE FOR ADULTS AND YOUTH IN THE CRIMINAL AND

JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEMS.

WHEREAS, criminal justice research data revealed that more than half of jail inmates and state prisoners

have mental health problems, based on symptoms within the past 12 months, which is significantly more

prevalent than in the general population; and

WHEREAS, a number of youth in the juvenile justice system suffer from mental health problems, some

experiencing disorders so severe that their ability to function is significantly impaired; and for some youth, contact

with the juvenile justice system is often their first and only chance to get help; and

WHEREAS, appropriate and early intervention and treatment of adults and youth with mental disorders

may divert them from costly incarceration and future crime and assist them to become productive members of

society; and

WHEREAS, community treatment options for adult and juvenile offenders may require supervision,

housing, and employment supports toward a recovery-based life, and a study of the issue of mental health care

for adult and juvenile offenders is needed to determine ways to improve the criminal and juvenile justice systems;

and

WHEREAS, the Law and Justice Interim Committee of the Montana Legislature studied the

"disproportionate minority contact in the Montana criminal justice system" and found that a significant number of

individuals in the corrections system have mental health issues; and

WHEREAS, at least one previous interim study of the Montana Legislature addressed the mental health

of individuals in the juvenile justice system but did not study the criminal justice system as a whole; and

WHEREAS, there is a need for a comprehensive interim study that would include a review of all previous

studies and laws related to mental health issues in the criminal and juvenile justice systems for the purposes of

development of a plan to implement priorities to deal with those issues.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE

STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Legislative Council be requested to designate an appropriate interim committee, pursuant to

section 5-5-217, MCA, or direct sufficient staff resources to address mental health care in the criminal and

juvenile justice systems.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the goal be to study and develop an implementation plan to provide

mental health care in the criminal and juvenile justice systems that includes:

(1)  mental health care of youth who are adjudicated as delinquent;

(2)  mental health care of convicted adult defendants;

(3)  addressing options for supervising adjudicated youth and convicted adults in the community,

including mental health probation options;

(4)  developing a continuum of care encompassing community placements and inpatient treatment

options and addressing the interplay between community placements and treatment options; and

(5)  the availability and use of mental health treatment prior to adjudication of juvenile or conviction of

adult defendants.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that if the study is assigned to staff, any findings or conclusions be

presented to and reviewed by an appropriate committee designated by the Legislative Council.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all aspects of the study, including presentation and review

requirements, be concluded prior to September 15, 2008.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the final results of the study, including any findings, conclusions,

comments, or recommendations of the appropriate committee, be reported to the 61st Legislature.

- END -
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I hereby certify that the within joint resolution,

HJ 0026, originated in the House.

Chief Clerk of the House

Speaker of the House

Signed this day

of , 2007.

President of the Senate

Signed this day

of , 2007.
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